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MARY. 

ON the twenty-fixth of January I573f a ^.0.1573. 
t)arliament met at Edinburgh, and con- ^fXl^* 
firmed Morton's regency ; but made it lawful ^^J^^ 
for themfelves, in cafe of another vacancy 
during the king's minority, to eleft any of hi$ 
majefty's party, profeffing the true religion, 
regent. An act pafled. That no papifts 0iould 
be reputed loyal fubje^ls to the king, but be 
punifhed as rebels : and that all fuch 33 pror 
fefled the true religion, and yet withftood the 
king's authority, fliould be warned by their 
teachers to acknowledge their offence, and re- 
turn to their obedience j which if they refuf- 

B2 cd. 
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A,D.is73. ^j^ jjjgy ^^^ to be cut oflf from the fociety of • 
the church, as corrupted members. The par- 
liament then breaking up, a friendly deputa* 
tioiv mtst at Perth, coniifting of the earl of 
Argyle, now a£Ung as lord chancellor, the earl 
of Montrofe, the lords Ruthven and Boyd, 
Ktcairn, who was fecretary of ftate, and Sir 
John Ballenden, on the regent's part ; and the 
earLof Huntleyn with^ the abbot of Aj:hroath# 
kck.apparont to the duke of Chatleheraat, on 
the part of the queen. On the twenty-third 
of February thefe deputies came to the foUow- 

That all perfons comprehended in the pre- 
fent treaty, viz. the adherents of the houfe of 
Hamilton, and. followers of Huatley, fliallpro- 
fefe the true religion as by law eftablilhed, and 
maintain its preachers and profeffors againft all 
Opponents, efi)eciany againft the confedeirates 
of the council of Trent. 

Second, tliat the earl of Huntley and lord 
John Hadailton, for themfelves and depen- 
dents, {hall fiibmit to the king, and to the go- 
vernment of the earl of Mx)rtori, his regent, 
and his fticceffors in tht fame, acknowledgirig 
themfelves the king'^s fubjefts by their oaths 
and fabfcriptions. 

Third, That they fliall cbnfefs air things 
done by them under colour of any other au- 
thority, fince the time of his majefty's corona- 
tion, to have been xinlawful and of ho effed. 

Fourth, 
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Foiirthy Tliat an aft of parliament ihall be a.d isVa* 
made, with all their confents, ordaining. That 
none of the fubjefts Ihotild either fhew favour 
or affift, direftly orindireftly, any, whether 
Scots dr foreigners, who may praftife any trea- 
fonabla faft (the original) againft the religion 
prefently profefied, the king's perfon, his au« 
thority, or regent And if, notwkhfianding, 
they are guilty of thefe, or do not refift the 
guilty, remifiions granted, with all the other 
benefits of this pacification, fhall be null, and 
they purfued for paft ofiFences, as if they had 
never obtained pardon. 

Fifth, That all petfons, true to the king, 
who had been difpoffeffed during the late 
troubles, ihall be reftored to their efi^ates and 
benefices, and what remains of their go^sr, 
horfe and armour excepted, on pain of 
treafon; 

Sixth, That the caftle of Spyny Ihall be fur- 
rendered to the regent in fifteen days after it is 
demanded. 

' Seventh, That the mafter of Forbes, James 
Glen of Barr, with his fon, and all other pri- 
foners in the hands of Adam Gordon, brother 
to the earl of Huntley, fliall immediately, after 
the publication of this peace, be fet at liberty ; 
and that lord Scmple's bond, with all other . 
bonds fcr.the entry and ranfom of prifoners, 
(hall be difcharged. 

Eighth, It is concluded, that the e^rl of 

Montrofe, 
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A.ai573' Montrofe, the lord Glamis, and Sir John 
Wilhart of Pitcur, fliall be. conjunct judges for 
the reftittttion of all the fpoil taken. on the 
north of the Forth, if it is claimed within a 
year and a day. In like manner, the lord Boyd, 
Mark, commendator of Newbattle, and Sir 
John Ballenden, ihall determine thefe matters 
to the fouth of that river. If they refufe this 
commiifion, others fliall be nominated. 

Ninth, That the earl of Huntley and lord 
George Hamilton fhall inflantly difband their 
foldiers ; fo that every man may return unmo* 
lefied to his own habitation. 

Tenth, And as pledges and caution were de* 
manded for their obfervance of the above ar- 
ticles, the earl of Huntley and lord John Ha- 
mil^ton, at the requeft of the queen of Eng- 
land's embaffador, referred themfelves to the 
regent, who Ihall prefcribe fuch penalties for 
their delivery as he fhall think proper. 

Eleventh, In confideration of thefe, it is 
agreed, that all proceffes pf forfeiture that have 
been paffed upon George earl of Huntley, lord 
John Hamilton, commendator of Arbroath, 
William his brother, now commendator of 
Paifly, William Gordon bi(hop of Aberdeen, 
Alexander Gordon bilhop of Galloway, Sir 
Adam Gordon of Auchindown, Sir Andrew 
Hamilton of Goflington, Hamilton of Haw? 
houfe, Hamilton of Innerwick, Barclay of 
Barclay, &c. &c. &c. for any crime done in the 

common 
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common caufe, againfi the king of his au- a,d. isyj, 
thoritjr, fince the fifteenth of June> 1567, or 
for any other caufe contained in the fummons 
of forfeiture raifed againft them, fhall be de- 
clared of no force, they having liberty to re- 
duce the faid forfeitures \«^hen they pleafe. 

Twelfth, That all perfons returning to the 
king's obedience, (hall inftantly be reftored, by 
a<El of parliament, to their eftates, blood, and 
offices, whether deprived of them by fentencc 
of forfeiture, "bafratry^ or any other ^ay, 
and fliAll enjoy them as fully as if no troubles 
had ever fubfified in the kingdom. 

Thirteenth j That all crimes (inceft, witch- 
craft, and theft cxfccpted) fince '• the Eftieenth 
of June, 15^7, Ihall be freely remitte^ ex- 
cept the murders of the late earls- of Murray 
and Leno&, which are matters of cfuch import- 
ance, that the regent, of himfelf, cannot con- 
veniently remit them: yet, confideringthe ne- 
ceffity of this pacification, it is agreed, ifthofe 
who* committed them fubmit the matter to 
the quc^en of England, that the parliament 
wiH ^ratify whatfoever flie advifes ; and a re- 
miifion figned by the clerk-regiAer, ^all be 
deemed as valid as if it had pafled the great 
(eals^i-and if any of the party fliaU folltcit a . 
pardon; 'for any other offences done before the 
fifteenth of June, 1567, it fliall be granted, 
the affafiination of the late king, fire-raifing, 
theft, receipt of theft, inceft and withcraft 
excepted. 
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A/D.J573. Fourteenth, All criminal decrees,, pa&d 
fince the fifteenth of June* injurious to any of 
their party, ihall be received by thofe who 
pronounced them, they giving a hearing upon 
fupplicatipn within fix months, to their objec- 
tions and lawful defence. 

Fifteenth, As for the fruits or mpveabtes be- 
longing to the king or his fubjeds, tak^u' from 
perfons profefiing their obedience, from, the 
fixteenth of June to the thirtieth of July !a(t 
pail) againft the party with whom they then 
flood in (fOntroverfy and debate, (the !Words 
of the original) becanfe the matter is of fuch . 
weight and importance) it is accorded^ the 
iameteing moved to the ^uemi of Engjbnci^ 
. h^ advice (hall be foll<p!W|^d j)y. the r^es^t ^d 
parliainei:^t^ n ; ' :;r:: ^^ 

Sixteenth, The rentv fee-famvs, fee* of : t^^ 
lands of.Ppdreith, and the third of. die bene- 
fices glJPuffas in Murray^ though .part <>f lus 
majefty's property, having been paid to tlie 
earl of Huntley or to Muirray, Or hit* carder, 
are herel^y difchargedii And. the r^^fiUfl flitdl 
make- fuit to the church or the gmeraf 'af- 
fenibly, to obtain from th^ a difcharg^ of 
thefe parts of the thirds ^ of :b^neSces^;r(roita- 
moa church and friar Ismds^ which Huntley, 
lord John. Hamilton, or any in thtii? lianae, 
may have received. 

Seventeenth, That all peribns cpmprefb^ndod 
in the pacification, after its being pybiffluidt 

'.flail 
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ihally without diftindion^ be received and cln- a,d.ist3« 
braced in all parts of the realm, as his ma« 
jefiy's good lieges; and that nothing done 
during the commotions fhall warrant feud or 
enmity, or be admitted as an exception againfi 
either judge, party, orwitneffes. 

Eighteenth, That the heirs and fucceffors of 
perfons forfeited, and fince dead, properly in- 
cluded in this treaty, Ihall be reftored to their 
lands and inheritances, by briefs, as amply as 
if their fathers had not been forfeited, but had 
died on the king's fide, efpecially the heirs of 
John archbifhop of Su Andrew's, Gavin com- 
mendator of Kilwinning, Andrew Hamilton 
of Lochnot, and captain James Cullayne. 

Nineteenth, That the captains James Bruce 
(John Hamilton Albowry his lieutenant, and 
John Robertfon of Braidwood-fide his enfign), 
and captain Thomas Ker (with his lieutenant, 
enfign^ &c.), and their companies, ihall be 
comprehended in the treaty, 

All thefe articles, in prefence of the Englilh 
embaffador, the fubfcribing noblemen have 
fworn to perform, the king's commiflioners 
delivering to Huntley and lord John (who 
promifes that his brother, lord Claud, fliall 
alfo approve them) their remiflions, under the 
king's great feal. 

Argyl. Ruthven. 

Huntley. Boyd. 
Montrofe. Dumfermling. 
Arbroath. Ballenden. 

Vol., Vra, C I have 
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A. 0.1573* I have thought proper to give thofe articles 

entire, becaufe, though prolix, they exhibit a 

ttiore genuine reprefentation of the ftat^ of 

Scotland at' that time than is to be found ia 

any hiftorian. Sir James Kirkaldy, who, as 

we have already feen, had been fent by Mary's 

friends to France, returned from thence with 

The caftie ^ confidcrablc fum for her ufe ; and being 

nifffaih" '^Wiged to land at Blacknefs, the governor of 

into the that fortrefs, to make his peace with the re- 

regeatt - . ' * 

handi. ^ent Morton, furrendered the place ; but the 
garrifon mutinied, and chofe Sir James for 
their governor. His lady (as an inftance how 
Beeply party zeal then operated in Scotland) 
came to pay him a vifit, and requefting him 
to give her a convoy part of the way, be- 
trayed him to an officer of the king'$ troops, 
whom flie had placed in ambu(h for that pur- 
pofe; Upon which the garrifon yielded them- 
felves to the regent, and Sir James was fent to 
prifon. Notwithft^nding the late pacification, 
the regent confidered himfclf as in a ftate of 
warfare with the loyalifts. He applied to the 
Engliih embaflador ; and at his foUicitation, 
tlizabeth ordered Sir William Drury to march 
with fix hundred and forty men, and a proper 
faftul^re'?^ train of artillery, to reduce the caftle of Edin- 
duccd. burgh. She took care to ftipulate payment 
for this fervice ; and upon Kirkaldy's refufing 
to furrender the caftle, he and his followers 
were forfeited by a convention of the ftates. 
The fie^e being formed, the garrifon refufed 

to 
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to (land by their governbr; ujpon ^hick h€ a. d. 1571. 
AirrendCTcd himfelf to Drury, and the fortfeft 
to the regent, who ordered Kirkaldy ancl hifi 
brother, and two otlier gbntlemen, to be 
banged, and gave the cuftody of the caftle to 
George Douglas, the fame who had been tp 
inftrulnental in Mary's efcaping from Lochi- 
leven. ThUs ditd Kirkaldy, tb whom his encr- KirkJdy 
mies allow the greatcft abilities and virtue^, "nd,^"'" 
The inGi)n'fiRencies of his condnd caiti eafily 
bfc jCGOunted fot by the diftracliolis of the 
times; blithe lived long enough Co difcov^r 
the horribk injuftice that had been dohe to his 
royal miftffefs, atid to be fincerely penitent f» 
b«ing fi> Inftrlimentul in her calantities. Uh 
friend Maitland being taken, was cotifinfed a 
prifotiet ift Leith, and is faid feo have di(pitched 
himfelf by poifota. I have already^ more thift 
once, mentidried his grfeat political abiliti^^, 
which fe^ih to fequal thdft of any (lat^finah 6£ 
his age ; but he certainly outwittdd himtfelf by 
his natural iftconftancy. 

The redudlion of Edinburgh caftle^ with unpopuur 
th^ fates of Maitland and Kirkaldy, gdve the thcKgent, 
finifliihg blow to Mary's party in Scotland. 
The regent applied hlhifelf with indfcfatigable 
abilities to r^educe the borders to a ftatc bf 
tranquillity, and to cultivate his frieiidfliip 
with Elizabeth. She niight at this time haVe 
htea the folfe fovefeign Of Scotland, had not 
Morton, for his awn ftfety, prefervdd the 
C 2 youfeg 
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A. D. 1573. young king. In other refpefts, after his ene- 
mies were fubdued, he acled with great vi- 
gour, Jind reftored his country to fome de- 
gree of tranquillity j but he was exclaimed 
againft for his boundlefs extortion and avarice. 
He, found means to pacify the troubles in the 
north, where Adam Gordon ftill continued 
viftorious ; and two great men, the duke of 
Chatleheraut . and the earl of Argyle, dying, 
Jie was left without a rival in the kingdom. 
To retrieve his popularity with the clergy, he 
promifed to make the ftipend of every miniC^ 
ter local, and payable in the parifli where he 
ferved, provided he was their pay-mafter, and 

^.^fhey gave up the thirds of their benefices. 

; They tried the experiment, but found them- 
felves deceived ; for he appointed two, three, 
gnd fometimes four, churches to one minifter ; 
and cut off all the power of the fuperintend- 
ants, under pretence that they were the fuc- 
jceflbrs of bilhops, who were no longer ufeful 
ill the church. When the clergy thus found 
themfelves the dupes of Morton's avarice, they 
defired to be reinftated in their thirds ; but 
he evaded this requeft by pretending, «* That 
feeing the furplus of the thirds belonged to 
the king, it was fitter the regent and council 
'Should modify the ftipends of minifters, than 
that the church fliould have the appointment 
or defig^ation of a fuperplus.'^ This fliameful 
ihuffling ren^ei:ed the regent more unpopular 
J;han:cver. 
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Mary continued ftill in her difmal captivity ; ^'**^' 'S7> 
and a new fcene of dii&mulation was opened Ue- invafion o^ 
tweec^ the French court and Elizabeth, who ^"**^ 
appeared willing to accept of the addreffes of 
the duke of Alenjon, a boy of feventeen years 
of age» and younger brother ta the duke of 
Anjou. Even the horrible malTacre of Bar« 
tholomew's Eve did not interrupt this nego- 
tiation ; but Elizabeth falling ill of the inealtes, 
Mary and her friends entertained fome faint 
glimmerings qf hope. The earl of Shrewf- 
bury, her keeper, fent a difpatch to Burleigh, 
who was now made lord high-treafurer of 
England, to know haw he ihould behave ta 
cafe of Elizabeth's death ; but upon her re- 
covery, flie wrote him a letter with her d^im 
hand, in which flie fiiled him her " faithful 
Shrewfhury." Preparations were then making 
by the French king for befieging Rochelle; 
^nd the fpirit of the Englilh nation was fuch 
againft the French, that it was with difficulty 
. Elizabeth could prevent her nobility and gen- 
try from afting as volunteers in favour of the 
Rochellois. Though Elizabeth pleaded greatt 
merit at the court of France for difcouraging 
this fpirit, yet the French king was fq niuch 
ponyinced of her affifting the Rochellois pri- 
vately, that he had thoughts of fending the 
duke of Maine with an army to fupport 
Mary's friends in Scotland. This matter be- 
ing debated ip the council of France, the car- 
dinal 
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a4#».ii7i dirial of Lbrriih and the ilope's legate '^sfere 
firongly of opinidn that the fiege 6f Rochellc 
fhould be raifbtS, and that all the naval power 
ifS Frante^ under adtttiral Strozszi, fhobld be 
efn{)}oyed in ^acldi^g two d^fcents, one upon 
ISngland, tedder tb^ dbbd of Qulfe, and the 
ethtr tipon Scotland^ ubder the duke 6{ 
Maine. 

, The king iad qB(seA-taif6thbr cif Frahce were 
fo Mufeh bebt tifron the rfedufifclon of Roclielle, 
i^Jlt this ihlrafl©fl v/ni poftponfed; and Walling^ 
haifl, the EhgUfh embiflfeddr, having cofrupted 
tone Of the atchbifflop'of Olafgow's fervants, 
font inteHigfence to Burleigh of all thit paffed 
in the caundl bf Frarlce, arid it caiiife to Mor* 
torr*s] knowledge by the fame channel Tho' 
the' intifian was pOftpcJned, it \<ras riot laid 
afidtrj and the fiege of Rochelle was furiouflj^ 
pf^fifed^ that it tiiighfe be refumed, after that 
^apkafl Of the htigonot powdr was reddcdd by 
Ihe duke 6f Afijou, who was at this time 
prevented, t^Kofefn kfag €if Polaiid. Thig eleftion faveii 
the hbchfellels. Monlucj the famcns negoti^ 
kitfi i^hb had befeh Employed in Scotland^ 
lifed fiii^ulited With the Polifll pfotfeftatits^ 
that if the duk* of Atijou Wafe chdfen, the 
HOthfellois Ihotild reitialn in p'ofleffion of their 
tfcrwri, and all thfeir frtiVileges. This ftipula- 
iibti wasf extrefnely agr^eible to Elizabeth^ 
ti^ho "oi'dei-ed Walfinghiiri to give her a par- 
tlt^lar accoKtit of the dttke of Atefl?^ii's p^r- 

fon. 



fon. His repof t wii« ft> link in ih^ 4»k«'l fih ^•"' ''<^»' 
vour, tbat EUssub^tb reftjfe4 him l(Pave to f^y 
ber a vijSt In E»gl{(Qfl» qh pretf:fl$§ that h« Wi9 
difagree»bl« to )kr prette^ft^^ ittbjfi^t ^4i«£9 
of his forwardoefg at the fi*g§ »f l^ochfUft 
Mary was at this ti^ae 19 ie dfislwing » ftiitt 
of health, that (be fgjpWy^ fbf ?rf^cfe ^i&^ 
baffador, Goudy. t« follicit EU^^tb fflr |f »V(5 
to repair to ^uxton Wells for tbd recovery of 
her health, glipaljetl^ at fifft, Tejefte<J thif 
favoijr, trifli«g jisitwanj bv* V9o» Bvrlwgh « 
rcpreftatipg the w4eceAcy <rf apt ift^qlging 
her royal kioCwqwiii i^i <q flight a, hopp, ^ 
gave the earl ©f ShF(»wft>wy leave tfn c«ry 
Mary to the WeWf, provjtJed he re4<?Uil?lejd hi« 
attention to ^h* fecflrity of her p«ffof^ Vm- 
leigh, while Mapy was ^t Su^ltoftj repaire4 
thither Ukewife fpr th« recovery of his health? 
and this gave a handle for teicefter, whQ 
hated hina, tp f^fgeft t<? JEUza^th that a plot 
had be«9 formed hetvvf^ai the ewl of Shrewt 
bury and ]|urli|igb for bftfjiying her tQ the 
queen of Sqo^Und. Though nothipg ePttW 
be vrorfe founded th»n. this fHrnjifc, y?t Ajcb 
was the jealoufy pf Jlli^sbeth* that it; had al- 
moft proved fatal tp Bwdeigh* who va? pb- 
Jiged to break off all connections, with the earj 
of Shrewfbury. 

The biibopof Rpfs cpfttHJued aJl this while j^aejktA 
in prifon ; arid Mortpn ftrpn§ly fplUcited ElJr '*'""y' 
zabeth that he ihould be fent to Scotland.- t 

can 
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^^ *S73» can fee no ground for believing what was given 
out by fome Englifli writers, that he was fcn- 
tenced to tieath ; and the report perhaps took 
its rife from the Englifh miniftry threatening 
to execute him, if he Ihould refufe to be ex- 
amined. Be that as it will, Elizabeth fecretly 
approved of his behaviour ; and upon the re^ 
queft of Montmorency, who was then the 
French embaflador in England, ihe put it in 
Lefley's option, either to return to Scotland, 
or to retire to France. He chofe the latter ; 
and if we are to believe Spotfwood and Cam- 
den, he made sl precipitate retreat out of Eng- 
land, that he might avoid the refentment of 
the earl of Southampton, and Howard, the 
duke of Norfolk^s brother, whom he had 
touched in his examinations. Soon after he 
left England, he publiflied the hiftory of his 
own negotiations, which I have frequently 
mentioned. Several of his friends and dome- 
ftics were apprehended and imprifoned after 
his departure ; but Elizabeth fufiered none of 
them to be proceeded againft with rigour. He 
applied to the duke of Alva in favour of his 
mifirefs ; but Granvelle, who was then prime- 
minifter to the king of Spain, advifed his maf- 
ter to recal that great general, becaufe of his 
unpopularity ; , fo that be had no opportunity 
of following his own inclinations, which were 
flrongly in favour of Mary. 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth confidered the duke of Alva^s re- A.D.157). 
can as a deliverance to England ; but flic was ^f^n^l* 
thrown into frcfh difquietudes by the fugged ^^' 
tions of two of the earl of Shr^wflDuiy's chap* 
lains, who prirately aceufed their lord of in- 
fidelity in his charge of Mary. When we re* 
fle& upon the frequent correfpondenees which 
Mary kept up with her friends both at homt 
and abroad notwkhftanding the firi6: tnjtinc^ 
tions Elizabeth gave for cutting her off from 
all fuch cotmntiniattions, it muft be owned 
that the allegation had fome colour ; and we 
can account for it no other way than by flip** 
pofing that the earl was not infenfible of the 
power of uioney, though he was one of the 
moft determined enemies that Mary h»d ill 
England Elizabeth's uneaHnefs was encr^fc^ 
by her reflefting that there fcarcely was % 
n^an in Eb^and of the name of TaU>dt^ who 
Was not a papift» excepting the eari hnn£iif. 
Before Lelley left Englandt he had obtained 
Elizabeth's leave €0 anfwer fome pamphlets 
Which had been written in favour of the Grafy 
family's title to the crowns but upon coodi'^ 
tion that the copy fliould be penifed by hev« 
felf and her council before it was fent to tiM 
prefs. Leiley was too forward, and fent It 
before Elitab^th had granted him her appro* 
bation; fo that the whole impref&on^ which 
had been revifed by Garyl and Brown, two p£ 
the moft eminent lawyers in England^^was 
Vol. VIIL D feized. 
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A, D. 1573. feized. It had been printed under the nsCmS 
of Morgan Phillips, Doftor of Law ; and Lefley 
there cxprefly faid, that all the Englifli nobi- 
lity, both at York and Hampton^court, had* 
judged his miftrefi to be innocent of the 
crimes of which (he was accufed. Though 
this affertion gave great offence to Elizabeth, 
the book was reprinted beyond feas^ and one 
Dr. Good, a phyfician, who had attended the 
prefe, and Cockyn, Lefley's bookfeller, being 
taken into cuftody, it appeared by their exa* 
mmaitions that Mary herfelf had revifed and 
corredcd the manufcript copy before it was 
printed. 

Morton wanted to diftinguiih his admini- 
Acc^ent ftration in Scotland by digefiing the Scotch 
bordert. Jaws into a regular fyftem;*but his projeft 
mifcarried, probably through the corruption 
of the lawyers themfelves. He filled the pri- 
fons with merchants, who were accufed of 
carrying coined money abroad ; but he omitted 
no a6l of oppreffion that brought money to 
himfelf. One Ormifton, who had been engaged 
in Darnley's murder, wa« this year executed ; 
and at the time of his death, he acknowledged 
his guilt, but declared that Bothwell had 
jQiewn him a bond figned by the earls of Hunt- 
ley and Argyle, fecretary Maitland, and Sir 
James JBalfour, approving of the murder. 
The good undcrftanding between England and 
Scotland happened at this time to be in jeo- 
pardy. 
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pardy. Sir John Carmichael, one of the Scotch a. 0.1574. 
wardens of the borders, had demanded of 
Sir John Forcfter, an Engliih warden, that a 
delinquent ihould be delivered up to him, 
according to the laws of the marches. " Foref- 
ter evading, or delaying the requeft, the fol- 
lowers of the two wardens came to Wows, ^ 
and the Scots at firft were wotfted ; but being 
reinforced from Jedburgh, they routed the 
Englifli, of whom twenty-four were- killed^ 
and the warden himfelf, with the earl of Bed* 
ford's fon, and feveral perfoiiis of diftinftion, 
were made prifoners. Elizabeth refented thia 
hoftility, and the regent fent Carmichael to 
her court > but (he was fo generous, after ex- 
amining into the fad, as to difmifs him with 
honour. Soon afterwards flie fent the earl 
of Huntington to the borders, where he had 
an interview with the regent, in which all the 
border differences were adjufted. This mild 
conduft prevented a civil war in Scotland, 
where all parties concurred in blaming the 
proftitution of national honour to the old and 
inveterate^foes of their country, 

- Notwithftanding this, his unpopularity might Perfccution 
have proved fatal to himfelf, had he not, by miitol fll 
EHzs^beth's advice^ repaired and fortified the '^'^' 
caftle of Edinburgh, and recovered the crown 
jewels, which had been pawned by the queen. 
He likewife repaired, or rebuilt the kiqg^s 
}ioufes, and exercifed impartial juftice againft 

Da all 
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A* t>* ts74* all offenders who could not fave themfel ves by mor 
ney. The eari of Argyle being no^ dead, the lord 
plamis was made chancellor. Notwitbftanding 
jth^late pacification, the lord John Hamilton stb* 
hot of Arbroath, was way-laid l^ Douglas of 
Lochleven^ as wajs thought, by the regent's 
connivance or orders* Hanjiilton efcaped with 
gres^ difficulty ; jind the attempt was fo noto* 
rious, that Douglas was fummoned before the 
(ouocil He pleaded that the* mtirderers of 
the regent Murray, of whom Hamilton was 
pne, h^d been excepted out of the pacificaticm ; 
but this apology being found Infufficient, he 
was. committed to the caCile of Edinburgh, 
till he found fecurity for his good behaviour. 
The perfccution of the houfe of Hamilton 
iliU went op ; and thofe who bad been con* 
(erned in the battle of Langfide, notwithftand"* 
ing the late paci^cation, and other reconci^ 
liatory ads, were obliged to pur^hafe their par-^ 
dons with large fums. 
tsrj* This year was diftinguifhed by a memorable 
of f^ ^ ^Iteration of church government Epifcopacy 
yemiwt!' was, as yet, unrepealed in Scotland ; and the 
regent, for political ends, efpoufed it. One 
Melyil, a man of learning, h4d lately returned* 
from Geneva to his ijative country, Scotland, 
fired with the idisas of prefbytcrian church go- 
vernment as fettled by Calvin and Beza ; and 
propofing Knox as his model, he pitched Upon 
pne Pi'ury, who fiarted a queftion in the ecr 

^lefiaftical 



QFfCPTLAND. 41 

idieilaftical zScwbly ooncerning the lawfulneft A.as$7t« 
of epifcopacy, aad the authority of <J;iapters 
in the el^dtion of bifliops. MelvU warmly fe- 
conded the motioa ; and declaimed copioufly 
againil all church authority not warranted by 
the fcrtpture. He maintainedthat bilhops had 
no preference over other pa^ftors ; and that % 
purity of church difcipline ought to be intro- 
duced into the church of Saotlajoid. Tfaougb 
Melvil poffibly had no political views in thi» 
debate, yet his arguments ntiade a great tm* 
preffion upon the affembly. The wifeft tod 
moft moderate of its members dreaded that tho 
abufe of church difcipline mijghty at lafiy de« 
feat all the ialutary ends of the Reformatton ; 
and they were no ftrangers to the intereAed 
views of the regent. The fum of the debate 
was» that the aflembly judged the name of % 
biihop to belong to every minifter who had the 
charge of a flock; and, that by the word • 

of God| his chief fundion confified in preach* 
ix>g, adminifterang the facramenffl^ and the ex^ 
ercife of ecdefiaiiical difcipline, with the con* 
fent of the eiders. In a fubfequent affembly^ 
this and other refolutiohs of the fame kind 
were approved, with this addition, that bi* 
fhops might attend any church they chofe to 
ferve, within their diocefe. Thofe refolutiona 
were direAly contrary to the political fyftem 
of the regent ; but they were fupported with 
fo much firmnefs by the preachers, that he wa^ 

forced 
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A. D, 1575, forced to diffemble, and* to require them to 
draw up a new fyftem of ecclefiaftical polity. 
Wc may look upon this period as the com- 
. mencement of church purity in Scotland ; and 
it is highly remarkable j that though the new 
archbifhops of Glafgow, the bifliops of Dun* 
keld» Galloway^ Brechin^ Duniblain, and the 
ifles, with the fuperintendants of Lothian and 
Angus^ fat in the affcmbly, yet none of them 
, ipoke in favour of epifcopacy, In fad:^ fo 
great a proftitution of ecclefiaftical dignities 
had prevailed of late, that bilhdps did not 
confider themfelves as clergymen ; and the 
church livings in Scotland were in the mofl: 
imminent danger of either being fecularized, 
(which was the fad in foroe cafes) or rendered 
no better than appanages for the provifion of 
young noblemen, or the dependents of great 
faihilies. 
Dwth and The eatl of Bothwell, who (as we have a^ 
of the earl Tcady fcen) had fled to "Denmark, was now 
teiiii" dead. ^Several embafladors had been fent to 
^^^*^*'^* Denmark, requiring him to be delivered up to 
public juftioB in Scotland^ but his Danifh ma- 
jefty, from- what motive is not very clear, pro^^ 
teded him. If we ?ire to believe the favour- 
ers of Mary, when he was upon his death-bed, 
he declared before the governor of the caftle 
of Melling, where he, expired,' and feveral per- 
fons of great diftinelion, that tjie queen never 
gave her confeut to the king's death, nor was 

privy 
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privy thereto, as he fliould anfwer to the Eter- ^^' »$7S» 
nal God. The circumftances of his death have 
been fupprefled by our hiftorians, but they 
made great noife at the time ; and as a partU 
cular account of them has been ' publilhed» 
without its authenticity being queftipned, it is 
proper to lay them before our reader* 

^* The earl of Bothwell being fick unto 
death in the cafile of Malmay, made folema 
faith of what here. foUoweth, viz. 

'^ The bifhop of Schonen, together with 
four great lords, namely, Berin Gowes gover- 
nor of the caiUe of Malmay, Otto Braw of 
the caftle of Ottenbrucht, Paris Braw of the 
caftle of Vefcut, and Monf. Gullenfteme of 
the caftle of Falkenftrie, and together like- 
wife with the four bailiffs of the town, prayed 
the faid earl to declare freely and truly what 
he knew of the death of the late king Henry^ 
(Darnley) and of the authors thereof, accord* 
ing as he Ihould anfwer before God at the day 
of judgement, where all things, how fecreC 
foever they may be here, (hall be laid open. 

^^ Then the faid earl declaring that through 
his prefent great weaknefs, he was not able to 
difcourfeall the feveral fteps of thefe things, 
teftified that the que(sn was innocent of that 
death, and that only he himfelf, his friends^ 
and fome of the nobiUty^ tcrere the authors 
of it 

** And being Jthereafter preffed by thofe 

lords 
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^D.isTs* lords to name foroe of the pqrfons that were 
guilty, he named my lord James earl of Mur-, 
ray^ my lord Robert abbot of Holyrood-houfe, 
{now earl of Orkney) both of them baftard 
.brothers of the queen ; the earls of Crawford^ 
-Argyle, Glencairn, Morton, my lord Boyd, 
the lairds of Lethington, Buccleugb, and 
Grange. 

< ^ He declared likewife, that as he had from 
his youth addi&ed himfelf much to the art of 
enchantihent at Paris and elfewhere, he be- 
witched the queen to fall in love with him, 
and fo invented means to get rid of his own 
wife. 

^ That after the marriage was confummated, 
;he ibught all mtons how to deftroy the infant- 
prince, and the whole nobility that would 
not fall in with him/^ 

. He added, ^ That he had debauched two 
daughters of a great man in Denmark, with 
pretext to carry them over into Scotland ; and 
other two virgins daughters of a great man 
in the town of Lubeck, under promife of mar«^ 
riage ; and many other women of rank in 
France, Denmaiis, England, and Scotland : 
for all which he begged God^s pardon, re« 
ceived the holy iacrament, and died." 

This whdie narration, and much more, 
largely extended, was written both in Latin 
and Danifh, and fealed with the king of Den- 
mark's feals, and of the pcrfons who affifted, 
'^" " -as 
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AS above; and may come tci light one day for a»p.i57s. 
verification of the innocence of the queen of 
Scots. 

This prefent cojpy of this inftrument wa$ 
imparted by a merchant of good faith and re- 
putation, who was prefent at this laft attcfta- 
tion of the earl of Bothwell. 

The innocence of Mary, with regard to her 
hufband's death, was fo much cleared up by 
BpthwelPs confeffion, and other evidences, 
that the countefs of Lenox, his mother, ac- 
quitted hei^, in the moft exprefs terms, of 
having any concern in the murder. «« This Confe- 
good lady (fays Mary in a letter tranfmitted S^e fame! 
-from the Scots college at Paris, to her embaf- 
fador the archbifhop of Glafgow) was, thanks 
to God, in very good correfpondence with me 
thefe five or fix years bygone, and has coxi- 
fefled to me by fundry letters under her hand, 

- which I carefully preferve, the injury flie di4 
me by the unjuft purfuits which flie allowed 
to go out againft me in her name, through 
bad information; but principally, fixe faid, 
through the exprefs orders of the queen of 
England, and the perfuafion of her council, 
who alfo took much folicitude that (he and I 
might never come to good underftanding to- 
gether. But how foon fhe came to know of my 

' innocence, fhe defifted from any further pur- 

fiiit againft me ; nay went fo far as to rcftife 

Vol. VIII. E Jier 
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A. D. 1575. her confent to any thing they fliould adagainft 

me in her name/' 
King James Notwithftanding Bothwell^s confeffion, we 

convinced ••-it 

of his mo- are not to imagme that the noblemen and 
noccncy. gentlemen whom he named as being concerned 
in Darnley's death, were aftually acceffaries to 
that murder; but it is pretty plain that, they 
had declared themfelves to be his enemies; 
and in the barbarous manner of that time, 
when affaffination was fcarcely looked upon 
with horror, he confidered them as participant 
of the crime which he himfelf committed. 
Mary (who, notwithftanding her misfortunes, 
preferved a moft amazing ferenity of mind) 
underftanding that Elizabeth did all flie could 
to fupprefs BothwelFs dying declaration, or* 
dered the archbifhop of Glafgow to fend one 
Monceaux to Denmark, to obtain an exen^- 
plificatipn of the fame. One Barclay of Gar- 
tely was at London when BothwelPs dying 
declaration came to Elizabeth's hands; and 
returning to his native country of Scotland, 
he talked of it with great freedom, as being 
a full refutation of all the charges againft 
Mary for being concerned in her hufband's 
death. Morton ordered him to prifon, as be- 
ing an agent of Mary ; but the confequences 
of the difcovery could not be ftifled ; and they 
were fo remarkable, that I muft relate them in 
the words (for I can make ufe of none fo au- 
thentic. 
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then tic, or more expreffive) of Mary's embaf- a. D. 1575.* 
£idor, the archbifliop of Glafgow, in a letter 
he writ to her upon the occafion. 

" Tullibardin (fays he) being one day in 
your fon the prince's chamber (king James the 
fixth) at Stirling, was, by chance, reading to 
another gentleman the earl of Bothwell's tefta- 
ment. The prince, on a fudden, rofe from 
the table where he was writing, and would 
needs have a fight of the paper which Tulli- 
bardin held in his hand, notwithftanding his 
refufal once and again to deliver it. The 
prince then read it all over, and delivered it 
back again without faying one word. But af- 
ter he had finilhed what he had been writing, 
he began to talk with the gentlemen that 
were prefent more pleafantly than ufual, which 
he likewife continued to do all the afternoon, 
in the time of, and after fupper was over. The 
company being earneft to dive into the ground 
of this behaviour, Tullibardin told the prince 
after fupper, that as he had always loved and 
honoured him, he could not but do fo in a 
more eminent manner at prefent, fince he per- 
ceived him to be fo very chearful, and to en-- 
tertain the lords and gentlemen that came into 
his prefence with fo agreeable a manner, and 
kindly countenance. Hereupon the prince re- 
plied, " Tullibardin, have I not very good 
reafon to do fo ? For whereas formerly grievous 
apcyfations and calumnies have been all along 
E t impreffed 
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A. D. 1575. impreffed upon me againft ber majefty uiy mo-» 
ther, this day I have feea a manifeft declaration 
of her innocence ? " 
The earl of I could add many other corroborations, fome 
frifoS"** of them under Mary's o^n hand, of this im» 
portant faclj but it is fufiicientto fay, flie was fo 
confcious of her own innocency, that ibe recom- 
mended the moll ftrift enquiry to be made con- 
* cerning the manner of Bothwell's death, with 
the names of the perfons who were prefent at 
the declaration; and ordered exemplifications 
of his confeiSon to be tranfmitted to Scotland, 
where they were wickedly ftifled by the re- 
gent's authority. Towards the end of this 
year, the earl of Orkney, one of Mary's natural 
brothers, was imprifoned in the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, for treating about the delivery of the 
ifles of Orkney and Shetland to the king of 
Denmark, As every thing was venal with the 
regent, the delinquent is faid to have purchafed 
the pardon of his treafon by a confiderable fum 
j^ys. ^f money* Early in the year 1576, a danger- 
ous difference broke out between the earls of 
Athol and Argyle, on the following occafion : 
One Maclelan, a noted robber in Argylefliire, 
had been taken prifoner by the earl of Athol, 
who intended to have hanged him, but was 
prevailed on by the earl of Argyle to difmifs 
him. Maclelan, without paying any regard to 
this lenity, renewed his depredations upon the 
Athol eftates with greater fury than even 

Athol 
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Athol naturally demanded redrefsfrom the earl ^.o.ist^. 
of Argyle, and receiving no fatisfadory anfwer, 
he invaded Argylelhire with an army of his 
friends and tenants, but found Argyle fo well 
prepared to receive him, that a bloody difpute 
jnuft have enfued, had not the regent inter- 
pofed, and prevailed on both parties to refer 
their differences to his decifion, Hi^ intention 
was to have fummoned both parties, under 
pain of treafon, to appear before him; and^ 
when he had them in his power, to have pro- 
iecuted Athol for fufiering a rebel to efcape, 
and Argyle, for affembling the king's liege fub- 
jjcfts without authority, 

A clerk, of the name of Campbell, in one of J^^^Sf^ 
the regent's offices, difcovered his defign, and 
apprized Argyle of his danger* The latter 
communicated this to the earl of Athol; and 
both of them dropping their former animofi- 
ties, united in their reftntment againft the re- 
gent ; and though he iffued fummonfes for their 
appearance, they not only were difregarded, 
but his meffengers were imprifoned, and com- 
pelled to fwear never to execute the like fum- 
monfes again. 

The chief place of the young king's refidence, charaacrof 
at this time^ was the caftle of Stirling ; when °**^ 
Alexander Erfkine continued to act as his go- 
vernor, and Buchanan as his preceptor. Er- 
fkine hated the regent, and probably he fecret- 
ly inftilled into young James thofe arbitrary 

prin- ^^ 
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A.D.1576. principles, which were direftly the rcvcrfe of 
thofe inculcated by his preceptor. However 
ridiculous the pedantic learning of James may 
appear to modern times, yet it is certain he 
made, young as he was, an amazing proficiency, 
in letters, and difcovered an uncommon capacity 
for the arts of government. He received early 
prepoffeffions againft Morton's perfon and prin- 
ciples, . and they were confirmed by aloioft 
every aft of his regency. Mary had beftowed 
a fmall eftate upon a favorite maid of honour, 
who was married to one Semple. As the eftate 
lay convenient for Morton, he endeavoured to 
reduce Mary's deed of gift, on pretence that flic 
could not alienate the crown lands ; but meet- 
ing with an unexpected oppofition fron^ Sem- 
ple and his friends, who were men of fpirit, he 
ordered them to be put to the torture, on pre- 
tence of their confpiring, with the Hamilton fa- 
mily, againft his life, and Semple narrowly 
miffed being hanged, 
who re- Thofe fevere proceedings rendered the regent 

take the 0- ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ unpopular. The greateft part 
vernment of the nobiUty had ftill a warm fide for Mary, 

upon Dim* 

feif. and James was highly fufceptible of natural af- 

fection. Thofe fentiments were cultivated by 
Erlkine ; and, upon the regent's threatening to 
proceed againft the earls of Argyle and Athol, 
as rebels, they were invited to a fecret confe- 
rence with the king at Stirling. The reader is 
here to obferve, that the office of regent, ancj 

that 
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that of governor to the king, was confidered in- a. 0.1576, 
Scotland as places of truft entirely feparate. 
Erfkine had the fole direction and fuperinten- 
dency of the king's perfon, and the avarice of 
the regent had reduced, in a fcandalous man- 
ner, the expences and attendants of the court. 
Upon Argyle*s arrival, he had a ready admit- 
tance to James ; and after complaining of the 
regent's tyranny, he counfelled his majefty to 
call together his nobility, for reforming the 
abufes of government according to law. This 
requeft was feconded by Athol; and James, 
without confulting the regent, directed thofe 
two noblemen to fummon a convention of the 
fiates, at Stirling, on the tenth of March. If 1577- 
we are to believe archbifhqp Spotfwobd, they 
invited none to the convention but their own 
friends, and the declared enemies of Morton^ 
among whom were the lords Maxwell and 
Ogilvie, who had been put under arreft by his 
order. Morton loft neither his courage nor his 
prcfence of mind upon the occafion, though he 
knew his fituation to Ue very untowardly. He 
was hated by the clergy, who agreed with him 
in nothing but the barbarous difrefpeft fliewn to 
the king's mother, and the feverities inflifted 
upon her party. Elizabeth was now engaged 
in fupporting the revolt of the Netherlands, 
and could fpare neither men nor money to the 
regent. The immenfe eftate he had acquired, 
at the expence of the crown, had impoverifhed 

it 
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A. D. 1577. it fo much, that there was a necefBty for an aft 
of refumption ; and the two favorites, Argyle 
and Athol (the earl of Huntley being lately 
dead) were refolved if poffible to have his head. 
To complete his misfortune, he knew that the 
young king had been tampered ^ith, though 
he was fcarcely twelve years of age, to take the 
government into his own hands. 

Procetdingi Such was the iituation of afifairs when the 
regent fent the earl of Angus, the lord Gla- 
0iis, chancellor, and the lord Ruthven, trea- 
furer, with a letter to the king at Stirling, com- 
plaining of the offences committed by the earls 
of Argyle and Athol, defiring to know his ma- 
jefty's pleafure concerning them : " That if his 
highnefs would allow him to follow the courfe 
of law, he might do his duty ; if otherwife his 
majefty tliought fit to overfee their difobe- 
dience, tha^ he would be pleafed to difburthen 
him of his office, and not fufier his own name 
and authority to be defpifed in the perfon of 
his fcrvant : for as he had, at fundry times, 
made offer to dimit the regiment whenfoever 
his majefty was pleafed to take it into his own 
hands, fo will he now moft willingly refign the 
fame, fo as a fubftantial courfe were taken for 
the prefervation of his highnefs*s perfon, the 
ordering of his majefty's houfe, and the dif- 
penfing of the revenues of the crown.*^ The 
regent then entered into a long recapitulation 
of the former fervices he had performed to 

James 
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JaineSf in keeping thte crown upon his head; 4.0.1577^ 
and ftron^ly recommended to him to cultivate 
friendihip with Elizabeth, This letter being 
communicated to the two earls and their 
friends, they advifed James publickly to declat*e 
his refolution to take the government into his 
own hands; and thtrtigh Crawford fays that 
the regent came to Stirling on the twelfth of 
Sfcptpmber, when he defired to refign the re- 
gency, yet it was refolvcd to ftrip him of it by 
authority. The fame author has given us the 
fpcech he made on this occaiion, which is manly 
and elegant j and was heard with aftoniihment 
by thecouncil, where James prefided in perfon. 
He faintly refufcd to accept of the refignatipn^ 
but he acquainted the regent, that if he took 
upon himfelf the- government,, he muft have 
the immediate poffeffion of the caftle of Edin; 
burgh. This demand ftartled Morton j but he 
replied in general, that his majcfty fliould be 
obeyed in every thing; upon which he retired 
to Edinburgh. 

Randolph was then in Scotland, on pretence 
of complimenting James upon the rapid pro- 
grefs he had made in his learning ; and Eliza- 
beth forefeeirfg that her friend. Morton would 
lofe the regency, had ordered fome troops to 
£le oflF to wards Berwick. This intelligence, and 
the incertainty whether Morton would furren- 
der the caftle of Edinburgh and the other 
forts in his hands, which he had put in excel- 
. Vol. VIII. F lent 
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A. D. 1577. lent order, together with the public money and 
magazines in his pofieflion, induced the two 
carls to advife James to moderate meafures^ and 
to promife Morton an indemnity for all that 
i578- had paffcd during his regency. The anfwer he 
returned, if any, not proving fatisfaftory to 
James, on the tenth of March, the chancellor 
and lord Herrics were fent by the council to 
the regent at Edinburgh, with a letter impottr 
ing, " That his majefty having fcrioufly tal^en 
into his coiiiideratibn that diflike which moft 
people had of his government, and thofe trow- 
bles which, in all probability, were ready to 
fall upon the kingdom ; he had therefore, by 
the advice of the greateft part of the nobility, 
determined to take the management of his af« 
fairs into his own hands; and becaufe delays 
might produce many inconveniencies, he re- 
quired him infiantly to fend a declaration in 
writing, certifying his obedience and allows- 
ance of what was done, and fOr the future to 
abftain from his prefent office of regent/^ 
Morton re- ' Morton cndcavourcd to ward off this blow, 
ficc. by advifing the king to unite all parties into 

his ftrvice ; but he was anfwered by James, in 
a letter written by his own hand. That becaufe 
he faw no other way to maintain concord 
amongft his fubjecls, he had accepted the go- 
vernment in his own hands, and that he was 
confident to have the de|e£ls of his age and ex- 
perience fupplied by his nobifity, efpecially by 

him- 
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himfelf, whom he would ever love and ac- A.D.157S. 
knowledge as his trufty cpiidn, moft tender to 
hinoi in blood, and one of his true and faithfjfjd 
couiitellors* The regent replied. That he was 
ready to refign his office, provided he had an 
ample difcharge and remiilion coofirmed by par- 
liament To this it was anfwered, that he 
fhould obtain fuch a difcharge in due time ; 
but on the twelfth of March, Lyon king at 
arms, and the heralds, in their robes, pro- 
claimed the king's acceptance of the govern- 
ment at the market-crofs of Edinburgh, and 
Morton was obliged to attend the chancellor 
and tlje lord Henies at the ceremony. He even 
ordered the great guns of the caftle to be dif- 
charged, in approbation of the foleranity ; but 
he publicly protefted, that his difmiffion from 
the regency fliould be of no force nor efFec}:, 
nor be deemed good in law, if the king fhould 
fubftitute another in his place. This tame re- 
fignation of Morton, which he performed in 
the moft ample manner, is a ftrong proof of his 
unpopularity. He had fcarcely executed the 
act, and received a full approbation of his fer- 
vices, together with a difcharge, in the moft 
expreffive terms, of all his ^ntermiffions and 
afts while he was regent, than he repented of 
what he had done ; though the king and the 
nobility had bound themfelves in the penalty 
of five hundred thoufand pounds to obtain a 
ratification of his difcharge in full parliament. 

f 2 Being 
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A. D. 1578. Being upbraided by his friends for his precipi- 
tancy, he refufed at firft to deliver up the caftle 
of Edinburgh ; and fome cannon (hot was dif- 
charged by the garrifon againtt the town, 
where he was exceffively hated; but the townf- 
men, taking part with the new government, 
cut oflF the provifion of the garrifon, and he 
was obliged in a few days to furrender. 
Morton*! MortoH now morc than fufpected that his ene- 

t^lh the" xhies aimed at his life, on account of their ac- 
*"^' cumulating demands. Not withftan ding the 

difcharge he had received, they began to talk 
of refuming. fome part of the vaft eftate he 
had amaffed, and employing it for the fupport 
of the crown. James had fagacity enough to 
perceive, that his new counfellors, who were 
twelve in number, were in a fair way to drive 
Morton to defpair, and a<fted with wonderful 
moderation. He fent the chancellor and trea* 
furer for his accompts; and to be informed 
from him as to the ftate of the borders, where 
his nephew, the earl of Angus, was lieute- 
nant. Morton's anfwer to every point he was 
confultcd on, was refpeclful and decent He 
faid, that as foon as his majefty became of 
perfect age, he might command his eftate, if 
neceffary, for fupporting the honour of his 
crown. He freely refigned the mint houfe, 
with all its utenfils and bullion, to his majefty's 
difpofal ; and advifed him to fill up the office of 
lieutenant of the borders with any nobleman 

whon^ 
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whom he thought moft proper for executing A.ais7««, 
that great truft. Upon the return of the chan- Accidental 
cellor and treafurer to Stirling with Morton's ^Lmm^ 
anfwer, the former was killed in a fray be- 
tween his followers and thofe of the carl of 
Crawford, a long variance having fubfifted be-, 
tween the two families. The chancellor's ' 
death was an irreparable lofs to Scotland at 
that juncture. He was a wife, learned, mode-^ 
rate, nobleman, anc^ had formed great fchemes 
for fettling the eccleliaftical government of 
Scotland ; for which purpofe he had entered 
into a correfpondence with Theodore Beza. 
He was fucceeded in his high office by the earl 
of Athol, to the great fcandal of the church, as 
that nobleman was thought to be popifhly af-* 
faded, as were the earls of Caithnefs and Eg- 
linton, and the lord Ogilvie, who were ad- 
mitted into the council at the fame time. 
Thofe admiffions turned the afiedions of the 
clergy flrongly in favour of Morton, who, 
whatever his other demerits might be, was a 
declared enemy to the Roman catholic no« 
bility. 

Morton now affecled a private life at the caf- Th€eiri«f 
ties of Dalkeith and Lochleven, where he fe- Jhe'cu^^ 
cretly meditated the deftruftion of the new ^„^j.Jpe,. 
gov(jrnment. Rcfentment, as well as intereft, ^•^'*- 
prompted him to begin with Alexander Er- 
ikine, whom he confidered as the original au- 
thor of his difgrace, and who had lately been 

made 
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A.D.1S7S. made governor of the caftle of Edinburgh, 
Finding the £amily of Mar were very fuf- 
ceptible of fufpicions^ with regard to that gen- 
tleman's condudl towards his nephew, the earl, 
who was now twenty years of age, the ab- 
bots of Dryburgh and Cambufkenneth, who 
were friends of the family, were employed to 
fiirprize the caftle of Stirling ; which they did 
very effeftually, turning all Alexander's fol- 
lowers out, and forcing their fucceflbrs in the 
garrifon to fwear fiddity to the earl of Mar. 
The news of this event reached Edinburgh, 
where the council was then fitting ; and the 
townfmen oflPered to raife a body of men for 
recovering the caftle, no doubt being made 
that the late regent had planned the enter- 
prize. In the nfiean while, the council received 
letters from James hinilelf, who appeared to be 
-quite indifferent as to what had happened, in- 
forming them that as it was a family affair,. 
he intended to have it amicably adjufled in a 
meeting which fhould be held, without any 
warlike appearance, at Stirling on the third of 
May. He even invited the carl of Morton to 
be prefent ; and the meeting being accordingly 
held, it was agreed, that the earl of Mar 
(hould receive the Cuftody of the king's per- 
fon, and the government of the caftle of^Stir- 
ling ; but that his uncle fhould continue go* 
vcrnor of the caftle of Edinburgh ; and that 
when he came to court, he fliould have his ta- 
ble 
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bk kept as before, and himfelf continued in A*o.is7i» 
his place of gentleman of his majeftjr's chank^ 
ber. As to the earl of Mar, it was agreed^ 
that he ihould not remove his majefty to any 
place whatfoever without the confent of the 
council ; that he ihould admit hone into hid 
caftle who were not known to be well affefted 
to the government, an earl to be adibitted with 
only two fervants, a lord with one, and a gen- 
tleman fingle ; that Mr. George Buchanan, and 
Mr. Peter Young, ihould be continued prfc* 
ceptors to the- king ; and that ' no religiouH 
worfliip. ihould be exercifed in the cattle, but 
fuch' as was approved of by the ftates/ 

. Morton, by this new arrangement, and the 
regard fhewn to him by the young king, now 
recovered fome part of his influence at court, 
and all diffei'ences were compromifed between 
him and the earls of Argyle and Athol; but 
their friendfhip was not of long landing. The 
efiktes having been fummoned to fit on the 
tenth of July, it was found neceflary that a 
previous meeting of the members ihould be 
held on the tenth of June at Stirling, to pi^e^ 
pare mattery for the parliament. This convene 
tion, as it was called, was very full, being 
compofed of eight biihops, and as many ab- 
bots, hine earls^ eleven lords, and feveral com** 
miflioners of burghs. ^ The earl of Mortod 
prefided at the meeting by the king's earneft 
deiire. Being afiembled, James informed them 

that 
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A.D.T57S. tiiat he intended to call the parliament togtf^ 
ther at Edinburgh) from whence it was hi^ 
pleafure they Ihould be adjourned to Stirling ; 
and that he intended to fend an embaflador to 
England, not only to cultivate a good corre- 
fpondence with Elizabeth, and to redrefs fome 
hoftilities that had happened on the borders, 
but to claim the Lenox eftate, to which he 
was heir, by the death of his grandmother, 
the countefs. Hfe added, that he Ihould be 
glad of a perfonal interview with Elizabeth, 
from whom he poffibly might recover fome 
part of the ancient domain of the kings of 
Scotland in England, or fome equivalent, to 
* ' enable him to maintain his dignity* His 
fpeech occafioned a great debate ; and it was, 
^ -at laft, agreed, that the embafly fliould be ifcnt 
to England; but the earls of Argyle,;AIon- 
trofe^ and Caithnefs, with the lords Lindfay, 
Innermeath, and the mafier of Marfhal, pro* 
tefted againft the whole proceeding, they be- 
ing warmly inclined to the French party. 
Danger of a The kingdom was thus more divided than 
ckUwtr, ever. The general. hatted borne to Morton ag- 
gravated his. faults, perhaps beyond the ti uth ; 
for it was publicly given out that he intended 
to carry the king to the caftle of Lochfeven, 
and to deliver up his perfon to Elizabeth for a 
fum of money. This was ^believed all oyer 
the kingdom; and the citizens of Edinburgh 
oflfered, at their own expcnces, to aflift the 

-council,, 
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tODhdl, which continued to fit there, in reC* A.D.i57f* 
cding the king out of Morton's hands. Their 
refentnoent againft that nobleman was the 
more iharpened on this occafion, becaufe they 
looked upon him as the advifer of transferring 
the parliament from the capital to the caftle 
of Stirling, to their great prejudice. The 
council encouraged them in their complaints ; 
adding, that they could not afiemble in fafety 
in a fortrefs where Morton had the fole di- 
redion; and »that they could bring the moft 
undoubted proofs of his being then in a treaty 
to betray the liberties of the kingdom to 
Elizabeth. 

Tfaefe, and many other allegations of the 
fame kind, together with the difpofitions of 
all ranks of men againil Morton, 'muft have 
proved his immediate ruin, had it not been 
for many advantages he ftiU poflefied. His 
family-connedions were powerful, the perfon 
of the king was in his hands. He could com- 
inand more ready money than was in all the 
kingdom befides ; but above all, Elizabeth ftill 
confidered him as the prop of her caufe in 
Scotland. It is not impofiible that he flattered 
the young king with a notion of his being 
able to prevail with Elizabeth to grant him a 
penfion, or fome eftates in England. Eliza- 
beth finding that Drury and Killigrew were 
difagreeable even to many of Morton's friends 
among the Scots, ordered Sir Robert Bowes, a 

Vol. Vm. G gentle- 
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A-J>-is7«^ gentkiMn of e very fair character^ torepaJr«» 
b^r embafiador to Scotlamd; and^ if poffitdk^ 
to pnevent Morton from lofiog the regeacf* 
Dated Sept* lii a kttcr frooi Bowes to Burleigh I find him, 
blimmg Morton lor act being advifed by liiia 
iW tlnat occaficm ; a»d indeed he s^pesm from 
«lt his/tiSSioetS) Its if he had intex^ed tt> neinAate 
^mfelf in the regency. He refol^ved^ ta att 
tv^tSf thit tlie kii;^ fliould not appear m 
perfoQ at Edijolmrgh ; and he thonght thatst 
.^a^ drageroKts i^or himielf to enter a dlyr 
Inhere he WW fo iaaiich hated. He thea^ere 
f>er&iad]Bd James ito sffue a proclaoiatiofi for a£- 
fcmbling the parliament on the fis^teesrtii of 
-ftiiy at Stitiiflg. 
Decoration The chancellof, Athol, who was at the.head 
ct/ag\i^°' ®f the council at Edinburghy no longer di£- 
Mortoo. lembled his indignation tat a proceeding wbidh 
plai^nly^ difco>^red Morton's Arbitrary and dao- 
geracis defigns. He and the other coi»ieHoi8 
tberdFore p^bliihed a decka*ation» in whidi 
'4:hey mentioned the enormities commttteddiir 
4'ing t^he ^arl of Morton's regency^ vhtdi haai 
induced the king to appoint the coundl to xc* 
fide at Edinburgh for the adminiftsatton nf 
^uR^ice; and that by the care they had takes 
of affairs, aSl things had gone well and peace- 
ably, till the faid earl, out of his ambitioim 
•defite to rule, did fiiborn fome wicked infiru- 
ments to fnrprife the king's houfe and^ perfon 
zt Stirling. . TTiey then accufed Morton of en- 
thralling 
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thralling the king £b far, that none of hts bcft ^^^ <S7^- 
(olgeds could jbave iree^accefs mto him; smd 
ufiu|>ing the jurifdi6iion of his majelly's oidL^ 
liaiy cotincti, in traxiflatiag tht parUaxBetil 
feom Edinburgh to Stirling. He w^s next ac« 
Gufed of levying foIdter& at the kin^s chan^ 
to oppr^fs his majefty's obedient and loyal 
ftibfedsy and to niaintain bimfelf in' his wicked 
and violent defigns : << fat ooafideration o£ 
wM(^ abufes, (continues the ptochtknatioa) 
and left thefe notorious prefaniptions ihould^^ 
by their continued patience^ grow to a* further 
height, they had refolved, laying afide all dif* 
ficukies, to withftand the violences praflifed: 
l^y biiOt under the title of the king's aiM:hQ* 
rity, aqd to hazard their, goods, liv^s, an4i 
laxid9» for the delivery of his uiajefty's pedOH: 
out of his. thraldom : protefting that 4he io/- 
<;onyeniencies which 0iould en&^ upop the 
pr^nt troubles, Ihould not be imputed td; 
them, inaipOLUch as |bey were forced into it,, 
for their own juft and necei&ry defence^ the re* , 
ftitutioii of their native f^-ihce to liberty, and, 
the delivering of the church and common- 
wealth f^-ona the tyranny of a roan who evar. 
fought, and fiill did feek, the ruin and over* 
throw of both," 
. This declaration had a wonderful effed upon P«>«»«n«. 

• * ttons for an 

the people; and though counter-proclamations *'^l^'^, 
were iffued from the cotnrt at Stirling, no re- 
^rd *wa& paid to them by the public. The : 

Gz (heriff. 
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A*D.ij7t. iheri£Edom8 of Edinburgh, Haddington, Liii^ 
lithgpw, Clacmannan, Kinrofs, Perth, Fife, 
Forfar, Lanerk, Dumbarton, with tfaie hmii^ 
wicks of . JLyle and Cunningham, were charged 
in the king's name to be in readinefs with fif*^ 
teen daya provifion, to follow his majefty or 
bis fieutenants upon fix hours warning, wher^s^ 
ever they fliould be direded. A commifloa 
at the fame time was iflned, conftituting the 
earlof Angus the king's lieutenant againft the 
rebels, as they were called. The chamreiior and 
the earl of Argyle were commanded, in the 
king's name, to retire from Edinburgh to their 
lefpeaivc dwellings in the country ; and Stuart, 
the chief magiftrate of that town, was ordered 
to apprehend all who had taken arms within its 
libertiesy and to fufFer no man in arms, unlefs 
commiffioned by the king, to enter the lame. 
Stuart, upon receiving this order, repaired to 
Stirling, where he pleaded that the authority 
of the council was fuperior in Edinburgh • to 
that of the magiftrates, who were not in a con- 
dition to prevent what hid happened. For this 
apology, reafohable as it was, Stuart was, by 
Morton's means, committed clofe prifoner to 
the caftle of Stifling, 
The authp- No regard being had to any declaration or 
pllihmtnt proclamation iffued from Stirling, the members 
SS^ ^^ ^^^ council at Edinburgh affembled to deli- 
berate how they were to proceed. It was una-? 
pimoully refolved t9 dilavow the authority of 
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the Stirling parliament, and the cirl of M06- A. d. 1578. 
trofe, the lord Lindfay, who had abandoned 
Morton on account of Kirkaldy's death, with 
the faifhop of Orkney, were ordered to go to 
Stirling, and in the name of the council to 
proteft againft the validity of all' proceedings 
there, for the reafons I have already mcih- 
tioned. They performed this dangerous com* 
miffionjuft after the king had opened the fef- 
fion with a fpeech, in which he declared hinir 
ielf to be free. Their boldnefs gave o^emre to 
Morton ; and they were ordered to cdnfiie 
themfelves to their refpedive lodgings, till the 
king's pleafure concerning their offence ihould 
be known. 

The event makes it very diflSicult lo guefs at J»«ef f;a«i 
the true fentunents and fituation of James at ton'sene- 
this jundure. I am apt to think that Morton "^^^ 
had but little credit with him, or power over 
bis affeftions. This is the more probable, as 
Buchanan, his preceptor, was at this time Mor- 
ton's enemy, for detaining from him a favourite 
horie. Even Morton's gleat friend and confi-^ 
dent, Drum^ihaifel, fecretly hated him ; but 
his capital enemy, about the king's perfon, was 
a forward, bold, young man, Stuart, fon to the 
lord Ochiltree. It was more than probable, 
through their fuggeftions, that James privately 
fent a letter to Montrofe, while under his con- 
finement, ordering him to repair to Edinburgh 
^ith all fpeed, and to join with the chancellor 

\n — 
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A.D«i57t. in delivering him out of Mortosr's hands, to 
wham be faid he wa» a pWfofiar. Moqtroft 
Obeyed the order with great s^crity, and Edtn? 
burgh waa^foon filled with Morton's enemies bt 
arms. But I am now to introduce a new favou* 
rite upon the ftage, who bade fair to fiapplast 
all others. 
Cafe of the Matthew, earl of Lenox, had two fons i thd 
^^^u^x^ one was father to James, and the other Chariest 
^^' who fucceeded his father in his efiate and title^ 

to the famous lady Arabella StUart James,, as 
being the male defcendant from the elder bro^ 
ther, claimed the whole Lenox eftate; but£li« 
zabeth, for very obvious reafonsv laid it undet 
a fequeftration, till the property of it ihould be 
tried betweein him and lady Arabella^ As 
James had never concerned himfelf in the tc^ 
prefoitation, he granted the titles of the eftatb 
to Robert, biihop of Caithnefs, who was bro- 
ther to bis grandfather, earl Matthew, and elder 
brother to John lord D' Aubigni, whofc family 
refided in France. As the bifliop had no Mi* 
dren ; and as his nephew, Efme Stuart,. £ordL 
D'Auibigni, was a promifing young nobleman^ 
the bifliop refigned the earldom of Lenox into 
the king's hands, who intended to give it to. 
Efme, but created the biftrop earl of March, and 
invited Efme to Scotland, to the great di^ka- 
fure of Elizabeth. 
fttufitd ^*^' Before D'Aubigni's arrival, both parties were 
nlth ^""' ^^ arms, but Morton ftill proceeded in the. bufi- 

peft 



O F S C O T L A N D. 47 

ne(s of the parliament of Stirling. A fre(h coun- . a. p. is7%. 
dl wa6 chofen, ^he former being confidered in 
the light of rebels^ and fome new regulation!^ 
were made for their obfervance. Morton's dif- 
iJiaxge and pardon was renewed, and confibrnGi*- 
ed to his owa mind ; and the old countefs of 
Mar obtained a penfion for the fervices fhe had 
done him. Notwithfianding thofe appearances, 
we learn from the ftate-papers of that time, 
that Morton was highly diffatisfied with Eliifca- 
beth. She not only rejeS:ed all the propofals 
and requeib laid before her by the abbot of 
Dumfermling, the Scotch embaffador, but re- 
hired Jame^ to give fecurity, to enter into no 
iu)iliUties agauift her for a certain number of 
years.; and in the mean while, to conclude a 
defeafive league with England againft the po- 
pyjk party and all invaders. Upon the abbot's 
ceturn with fo difcouraging an anfwer, Mor- 
ton could not conceal his ve;xation. He had 
always pretended, that Elizabeth would be di- 
reji9:ed by him in the aflPairs of Scotland ; but her 
anfwer plainly ihewed the miflake. Elizabeth, 
endeavoured to excufe herfelf for lier unfavour- 
able proceeding, which fhe promifed to alter, 
as ioon as Morton and her friends in Scotland 
could take James out. of the hands of the 
French and popifli party, which was not in their 
power to do without her afliftance.^ 

, * Buchanan the hiftorian, as we learn from a letter of Bowes, 
the embaflador, had, at this time, brought his hlftory down to 

list ^ 
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t^'Mvmki Elis^abeth, in her ufual manner, fent fecrel 
2^*^* inftru6lions to her nxiniflers, Bowes and Ran- 
dolph, to keep Morton in good humour, and 
if poffible not to fuffer him and his friends to 
be ruined* He faw, when it was too late, that 
he owed the chief nrisfortunes he laboured un- 
der, to his neglecting thofe who had the ear of 
James ; and he endeavoured, but without cffeflr, 
to repair his error. He even prevailed with the 
king to publish a proclamation from Stirling, 
importing, " That it was politively his own 
defire to remain at that place; and folemnly 
called the Almighty God to witnefs, that the 
chancellor, nor any of the lords of the council^ 
had any fuch warrant from him, by word of 
writing, for levying of men, as he or they pre- 
tended ; and therefore willed all his good fub- 
jefts to live in peace, and not to be mifled by 
fuch falfe informations." As the chancellor and 
the earl of Montrofe had apprized the public 
that James looked upon himfelf as a prifoner, 
this proclamation was far from anfwering Mor- 
• ton's views, and the lords at Edinburgh march- 
ed with an army of feven thoufand men towards 
Stirling. We are told that Morton could raife 
no men but thofe he hired : but fome fay, that 
the army under the earl of Angus amounted to 
five thoufand men. Though there is great dif- 

the death of the earl of Murray ; and the fame embaiTador hints 
at fome particular diibbligation be had received at this time 
fr^m thofe ia power. 

agree- 
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agreement in the accounts, yet Spotfwood ad- ^^-'j?'* 
mits, that the king's army was far inferior to 
that of the lords ; which is the more probable^ 
becaufe of the great pains which Bowes now 
took for bringing about a pacification. Both 
armies were then advanced to the neighbour- 
hood of Falkirk. According to fome manu- 
fcript hiftorians I have fecn, and which appear 
to be contemporary, when the army of the 
lords lay there, their numbers amounted to 
about ten thoufand; but they were without 
engineers or artillery to force the caftle to 
furrender^ and the perfon of James muft have 
been endangered in cafe of a fiege : add to this^ 
that an invafion from England was every day 
expefted, under the fpecious pretext of fup- 
porting the young king?s authority. Such were 
the confiderations that induced the chancellor ■^***"» 
and his party, while they lay at Falkirk^ to 
agree to the treaty propofed by Bowes, and 
confifting of feven articles. The fubftance of 
them were, that both parties fhould imme- 
diately difmifs their troops ; that before the 
firft of the foUowing May, a grand council 
fliould be held, for doing juftice to both par- 
ties, and for reconciling all differences among 
tie nobility. This pacification j which was call- 
ed the articles of Stirling, and which was iigned 
the fourteenth of Augtft, reftorcd a fud.den 
and unexpefted tranquility to the kingdom. 
It was publiflied in the king's name and autho- 
Vol. VIII. H rity. . 
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A.D.is7«. nty. It is remarkable, thai in the fccond ai^- 
tide he declares himfelf thoroughly perfiiaded, 
that the lords convened with thechaneellorj 
took arms only for the tender affefliion they 
bore to him ; and the earl of Angus was obliged 
to renounce his office of lieutenancy, in which 
the lord Ruthven fucceeded him. Morton and 
his friends returned to James at Stirling, and 
the heads of the other party to Edinburgh, from 
whence they retired to their own eftates, but 
had frequent meetings to confult of their future 
proceedings.* 
which The revolt of the Netherlands ftiU continuing, 

proves incf. *^ 

feftuai. Elizabeth had prevailed with the government 
of Scotland to fuffer men to be levied there for 
the fervice of the revolters. One Strachan was 
direfted to raifc and command thofe levies; 
and, as he was a dependent upon Morton, it 
was iufpecled, that he intended to feize upon^ 
and fortify, the high church of Edinburgh, fo 
as to over- awe the townfmen. This furmize, 
together with fome very unpopular alterations 
of the coin (but, above all, the clofe detention 
of James at Stirling) renewed the vigilance of 
the chancellor; and he brought the nobility 
and landholders of the great county of Fife to . 
join him and his friends in a bond of aflbcia' 

* Sir Jimes Balfour^ lu his MS. memoirs^ f^^ that the in- 
fcnption upon the ftandards of the lords (fuppoiing the king to 
complain, and them to anfwer) was, 

(King) Cuptive I am j liberty I crave. 

(Lords) Our lives vie (hall lofe^ or tliat ye fiiall have. 

tion^ 
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tion* This determined James to haften the con- ^^ >J7«. 
vention, which had been ftipulated by the late 
pacificatioQy and to Bx it to the twentieth o^ 
September. The earls of Rothes and Buchan^ 
with the lords Ruthven and Boy d^ were named 
to be arbitrators on the part of Morton and 
his friends ; and thofe appointed for the earls 
of Athol and Argyle, were the lords Lindfay, 
Herries, Ogilvie, and Innermeath. The twen- 
tieth of September was fixed for th^ tinie of 
the meeting; and notice was given to the 
chancellor for that purpofe. His anfw^r was^ 
^' that be and his friends did not chufe to truft 
their perfons in Stirling ; but that they would 
meet at Edinburgh towards the end of No? 
vember/' He required, at the fam$ time^ 
that fome ^ntlemen who had been lately 
turned out of their places might, be refiored ; 
and that his friends might be at liberty to fend a 
meffenger to England. v 

Upon the fuppofition that Jameswas tbendf ^on^^hew'tt 
^c, thofe and fome other coftditjions, which stirKng. 
the chancellor propofed, were highly difi'e* 
fjpedlful to his perfoH and authority ; and 
James himfelf took it amifs that, being his 
fubjedsy.they fhould defire to fend any mef- 
fengo: to England. He threatened to complain 
of their contumacy, not only to the queen of 
England, but other princes ; and, in the mean 
while, he iSfxcd a proclamation for the arbi- 
trators to me$t on the day appointed. The 
H a <:han5CIlQr 
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A. x>. i57«« chancellor and his party returned no anfwcr 
to the notices fent to them by the king's or-! 
der, pretending that he was not at his liberty. 
Many expedients were tried by the* friends of 
both fides for. a reconciliation ; and, at laft, 
upon the earl of Morton offering to withdraw 
himfelf out of the caftle, the other party rc- 
'*' paired to Stirling on the twentieth of Septemr 

jspotfwooti, i^j.^ rpj^^ affembly was opened by a fenfible 

but elegant fpeech from the throne, which 
had fo good.an effeft, that all prefent promifed 
to lay afide their animofities, and to fubmit 
their diff^erences to a fair difcuffion. The chan* 
' cellor and Argyle prefented their complaints 
againft Morton for his conduft during the re- 
gency in writing. Being called Upon to an- 
swer, h& put them in mind of the very ample 
5>ardon he had received, in which they them* 
lelves wore parties. He then entered inte a 
I full defence of his conduct ; and fhewed that 

he had the greateft reafon to be diffatisfied 
with the behaviour of his antagonifts-; but 
that h§ w^s- fincerely willing to bury all dif- 
ference; at his majefty's defire. His modera- 
tiou had the defired effeft ; and a feeming re? 
conciliation took place on both parts, 
I^Mth of Lord Ruthven proved himfdf equal to his 

^or^*"" difBcult poft of. lieutenant of the bdrdcrs, 
where he redrefled many diforders ; but being 
thwarted by the lord Maxwell, who could 
neither bear a fviperior nor ^ equal 'in thofe 
" ^: ' ^ partSj 
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parts,, he brought him before the king at ^»P*JSfl* 
Stirling; and upon a hearing oh both fides. 
Maxwell's Vardenlhip of the borders was com- 
mitted to lord Hemes. Frequent meetings of 15:9. 
the nobility were fiill held at Stirling, and a 
good underftanding fcemingly continued ; fo 
that the two parties gave ^ach other frequent 
entertainments. Mortofi invited the chancel- 
lor to ope more fplendid than common ; but 
the latter furvived it only a few days. His 
friends immediately gave- out that he was poi- 
foned, and his body was opened. According 
to archbifliop Spotfwodd, when the' phyficians 
were examined by th^ council, they declared 
they did not perceive any fign of his being 
poifoned ; but Moyfes, a contemporary; and 
exaft hiftorian, exprefly fays that the. doftors 
and apothecaries declared him to be poifoned. 
However this may be, it is certaih that the 
chancellor's lady and friends formally protcfted 
that the proceedings before the council ihould 
pot prejudge the criminal purfuit, which they 
intended before the juftice general. The 
0eath of the chancellor, who appears to have 
been the only man in Scotland equal to Mor- 
ton in abilities and intrepidity, opened the 
piouths of the public againft his fuppofed mur- 
dererj '^irhofe intereft was now fo great, that 
two poets, one of them Turnbull,'a famous 
fchoolmailer at Edinburgh, and the other Scot^ 
9, map of wit, were executed at Stirling fo© 

compofinj 
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A.i>.i579» compofing libels upon has perfon* The Hamil- 
Morton*! tO0 family alone now ilood, in (he way of his 
^^^ utmofi; amotion; and James, whatever his 
fecrct fentiments might be, had neither the 
courage nor means to check him. The coun^ 
tefi-dowager of Mar, and the young earl, her 
grandfon, were perpetually founding his pafl 
fervices in the ears of the young king, and 
the danger to which his perfon was expofcd by 
the HamiItons> who had been declared next 
kdrs to his crown. It was at la£b refolved, by 
Morton's inftigation, to deftioy ihem by law^ 
as having been acceffaries in the murders of 
the two regent^ Murray and Lenox^ and by 
executing the iientence of forfeiture which had 
paffed againft them, and which had never been 
repealed, 
tgtiiifttho . As Morton was then abiblute at the coun« 
i^^toa. cil-board, this fuggefiicm was foon approved 
of ; and after fonie debate about the forais of 
proceeding, the earls of Morton, Mar, and 
EgUngtoxu with the lords Kuthven, Cathcart^ 
and Boyd, were empowered to feize the per- 
ions of the lords John and Claud Hamilton, 
their eldefi brother the earl of Arran b^g 
fiill alive, but continuing a lunatic. Morton 
ftill kept on foot a body of mercenary troops, 
who could be affembled upon fix hours warn* 
ing J but the two lords were advertifed of their 
danger ; and the eldeft, who was in pofleffion 
of ^ the eilate, and confid^ed as the head of 

his 
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his family, made his efcape in a failor^s habit A.D.i$7»i 
to England, and from thence to France, while 
the bthcr (lord Claud) refided privately in 
England. Morton proceeded at the head of 
his mercenaries, and took the caftles of Draf^' 
fen and Hamilton. The garrifon of the latter 
were carried ignominioufly prifoners to Stir- 
ling, where their Commander was hanged* 
Neither the guilt nor the flight of the two 
lords could affed: the eftate of Hamilton, da- 
ring the earl of Arran's life, unlefs it could be 
found that he likewife had incurred the crime 
of treafbn; which, though he had been long 
acknowledged to be a lunatic, was compafled 
by the infamous fophiftry of Morton. The 
two brothers were declared rebels ; and, under 
pretence that the earl of Arran's lunacy never 
had been legally proved,. he was found guilty 
of treafon, becaufe his two caftles were not 
furrendered upon the firft fummonl The ma- 
lice of Morton did not flop at thofe proceed^ 
ings, atrocious and barefaced as they were; 
The chief gentlcn^en of the name of Hamil- 
ton were obliged to give bail not to affift the 
fugitive lords, and for their being always ready 
to appear before the council ; and even lord 
John^ wife was fuffered to enjoy the jointure 
flie had by a former hulband only on the like 
unjuft conditions. 

The nation, in general, from thofe violent Mary*« em- 
proceedings, became apprchenfive that the pa- fofed "i-"* 

ClficatlOn herfon. 
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^►p.iS79 cificsttipn at Perth was ready td be aniitUefd j a 
ftep which muft involve thoufands, who Were 
willing to live quietly Under the government^ 
in the charge of treafon^ Morton therefore 
advifed James to pnblifh a declaration^ im« 
porting^ that the late meafures which had been 
purfued were only to revenge the murder of 
b^s father and the regents ; and that no article 
o^ the pacification fliduld be infringed or called 
in queilion. This declaration had not all the 
cffeft that Morton expefted. The earl of Ar- 
gyle was declared chancellor in the rooni of 
Athol ; and the funeral of the latter being ce-. 
lebrated with great folemnity at Edinburgh, 
the public talk was revived of his being pqi- 
foned. About this time^ Mary's French fe- 
cretary, Mont Naue, arrived in Scotland, with 
fome prefents from her to her fon ; and among 
others, a veft embroidered by her own 
bands, with a ktter, which being direded " To 
the prince of Scotland,'^ was returned un- 
opened ; he himfelf wa« refufed admittance toi 
the king, and ordered to leave the kingdom. 
This barbarous behaviour towards his mother 
feems to have funk deep into the mind of 
James ; and Morton to regain, if poilible, fome 
part of his popularity, advifed him to call 
together a padiament to be held at Edinburgh 
on the twentieth of Oftoben Even this^ mea- 
fore did Morton no fcrvice. His former mif- 
dceds, and particulafly the execution of the 

two 
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two poets, who were fo well beloved by their ^^*^m* 
fellowrcitizens, that great intcrceflion had* 
been made for their lives, were more openly 
talked of than ever ; and Randolph durft not 
ihew his face abroad, lefi: he fliould be in- 
fulted by the populace. I am inclined to think, 
that though Naue was denied accefs to the 
king, he found means privately to convey 
fome iecret difp^tcfaes to his hand ; and that 
Mary therein inftrufted James in what manner 
he was to behave towards D'Aubigni, who, ^^^'^ 
while the [MPeparations were making for hold* 
ing the parliament, landed in Scotland. 

He was a gracefijl young man, of infinuating ^^^^^^ 
manners, and gentle difpoiition. He came i^'Aubigm. 
over under pretext of paying his refpedis to 
the king, his near kinfman, and as intending to 
return to France alter a fhort flay ; but it foon 
appeared that a deeper plan had been fettled 
between James and his mother. No fooner 
did he land, than the enemies of Morton 
* pointed him out as the inftrument of his de- 
ft^udtion. After being fplcndidly entertained 
by the magiftrates of Edinburgh, the chief ia« 

^ 'f Some people adledged that the king was never inclined to 
pardon thofe two poets, becaufe Scot one da^, before ibme com^ 
pan^, reading the Stirling artides, fuddenly ilopped when ht 
was but b^fVay, and being defirad to go on, faid, « We will 
what Morton wills, and that is all i" ** Nay» (aid Turnbu^* 
and the quoen 4>f England too.** The fatizc here was obvious 
enough to jioy man who had read the articles ; and indeed it is 
not unlikely that this jeft helped the unfortunate authors to the 
gallows.** C;*^M<ord*s Memoirs, p. 316* 

Vol. Vni. 1 habitants 
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habitants efcorted him to Stirling, where thfc 
monaent he was introduced to James, he be- 
came a favourite, and had the title of earl of 
Lenox conferred on him, together with the 
rich abbey of Arbroath, tb fupport his rank. 

The chief bufinefs for which the parliament 
was called, and which had been adjourned to 
the fifth of November, was to curb the heat 
of the ecclefiaftics, who infifted upon having 
the church polity fettled according to their 
own model j and, notwithftanding the king's 
exprefs orders to (he contrary, had cenfured 
Mortop's archbifliop of St. Andrew's for fitting 
in parliament, and granting collations to be- 
nefices. The day before the meeting, James 
made his entry by the weft-gate of Edinburgh 
on foot J and by his familiar behaviour with 
his new favourite,* all the hopes of Morton's 
enemies were confirmed. The hiftories of the 
times are full of the fplendor and pageantry of 
his reception in his capital, and the prodigious 
acclamations of joy which attended him to 
his palace of Holyrood-houfe. The obftinacy 
of the minifters ftill continuing, they met with 
no redrefs ; and James fufFered the council to 
fufpend their cenfures and excommunications. 
In fhort, a vifibk difguft towards his clergy 
appeared all of. a fudden in his behaviour. 

This happened at an untowardly time, when 
he had taken a popiflx favourite into his. moft 
intimate councils. The clergy and the moft 

ferious 
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fcrious part of the proteftants complained A. d 1579. 
loudly of the infolent behaviour of the pa- 
pifis. all over the kingdom, where in fome 
places the popifh ritual was revived; and in 
others, the perfons and profeifions of the mi« 
nifters were reviled. James, to ftill the cla- 
mour againft popery, perfuaded his favourite 
4rfl to receive a proteftant chaplain into his 
houfe, and afterwards publicly to abjure the 
errors of the church of Rome in the high 
church of Edinburgh. His converfion was 
far from giving the expefted fatisfaclion. Dif- 
penfations were faid to have been intercepted 
from Rome, by which the papifts " were per- 
mitted to promife, fwear, fubfcribe, and do 
what.elfe Ihould be required of them; fo as, 
in mind, they continued £rm, and did ufe 
their diligence to advance in fecret the Roman 
faith." James eafily forefaw the terrible ef- 
icQts which this difcovery might produce ; for 
thought perhaps, it was not real, it was en- 
tirely confonant to the avowed doftrines of 
the Romiih church* He therefore agreed to, 
and fubfcribed, a Ihort confeffion of faith, 
drawn up by one Craig, a minifter, *< Wherein spotfwood. 
all the corruptions of Rome, as well in doc-- 
trine as outward rites, were particularly ab- 
jured ; and a claufe inferted, by which the fob- 
fcribcrs did call God to witnefs, that in their 
minds and hearts they did fully agree to the 
faid confeflion, and did not feign or diifemble 

1 z i« . 
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At D. 1579. it zhf fort.*' The king** exsttnpk was fbU 
lowed by all his court and counfeliors, and 
fomcwhat allayed the fears of the clei^ ; fo 
that Morton thought he hid jftothing now to 
truft to but the fricndihip of Eliasabeth* 

^ff*irf of 'j'h^ parliament having refuined its feiiion, 
fevcral acls paffed in favour of the church ; but 
the clergy ftill infifting that their jurifdi^on, 
privilege, and authority, Ihould be more pre- 
cifely afcertained than they then were, a con^- 
miffifon was given for that purpofii to Morton, 
the chancellor Argyte, the earls of Rothes and 
Buchan, the archhifliojp of St Andrew's, the 
coiftlncndatbrs of Diimfcrmling, Newbottlc, 
Deer, Culrofs, Mn Er&tn of Dun, fuperin- 
tendant of Angus, Mr. John Spotfwood fti- 
perinteiidant of Lothian, James Lawfdn, John 
Cmig^ and David Lind(ay, minifters, with 
Alexander Hay, dcrk of regifter, to aflfcmblc 
at Edinburgh oh the fourth of April next, 
9%kd to report their opinions to the king and 
eftates^ that the matters in difpute might h^ 

I^Utm'U^ fettled in parliameht. Provifioiis were toado? 
for preventing the yotmg nobility ind 
gentry, who went abroad, from being per^ 
verted to popery, and many other popular a<a/ 
paffed, particularly for the relief of the poorj 
and the fuppreffion of vagrants ; but the former 
forfeitures againil the Hkmiltoa family and 
their fmnds were confirmed, and their ^fiafea 
^cre adjudged tQ:beIon^ for ever to the croivn^ 

unlcfs 
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unlefs: they were mcluded in the pacificadon A.D,is7t. 
of Perth. Somf3. laws, were Ukewife efta£ked 
for the benefit of trade^.and particularly thai; 
the burghs &otiId have an exclufive privilege 
of traffic in the Spanifli Low Cotintries. The 
fiatutes of this parliament are the laft that are. 
contained in the excellent coUedion known by 
the name of the Black Afts. 

During the feffion^ or fooa after the lifing 

of the parliament, the report was revived all 

over the kingdom, that Morton was carrying 

on a privsite correfpondence with EUzabeth for 

delivering the kingfs perfon into her hands. 

Perhaps the violent oj^ofitioo in favour of 

Morton^ made by her embafladors to Lenox and 

his friends, firengthened, if it did not give rife 

to, tbofe reports. Morton, who faw he was not 

now in a condition to ftifle them by his power, 

complained of them to the council, where they 

were difcouraged by James, who feemed to be 

fatisfied with Morton's offering to fubmit him* 

felftoa trial;. and a proclamation was iffued 

, againft lies, and difperfers of tales tending to 

create difcord betwixt his majefty and any 

of his nobility^ The proceedings of the coun*- 

cil ibon made Morton fenfible that the ftorm 

which had beea raifed againft him was far 

from being blown over by this proclamation ; 

for in a few days a motion was made in coun*^ 

i:il, that the office of high-chamberlain^ which 

— jUd been Uin in difufc fop many years, ihould 

bo 
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A.P.IS79* be revived; and thit.hc fhould attend his ma- 
A body- jefty at all times, with twenty-four perfons nn- 
SSlfed?" der his comniand, all ;of theioai the fonS of no- 
blemen or barons. The motion was unani- 
moufly- agreed to ; and the poft of high-cham- 
berlain was conferred upon the earl of Lenox, 
who was now Morton's declared enemy, and 
who nominated Erlkin'e, the governor of Edin- 
burgh caftle, to be his deputy. The twenty- 
four were the. fons of the earls of Marlhal, 
Rothes, and Caflils ; the fona of lord Lindfay, 
ievingftoji^ Elphinfton, Herries, and Ogilvie ; 
the hirds/of Coldinknows, Bargeny, Bomby, 
Kilfyth, Minto, Ballendcnj Strathurd, and 
Moncrief; Mark Ker of Prefton-Grange, 
George Douglas of Rumgawy, captain James 
Stuart, .fpn to the Iqrd of Ochiltree, Alexan- 
der Ruthyen, the prior of Coldingham, the 
commendatpr^ of InchafFery, Alexander Hume 
Cwwford, of I^orth Berwick, and James Chifliolm. To 
^ ^**' thefe wer? added the lord Maxwell^ and the 
lair/ls of ^esford, Ardkinlas, Caprington, 
Mandcrftpn, and Caverftone, who were not to 
give a conftant attendance, but when particu^ 
larly called by the lord high-chamberlain, 
fud^n"?*^ Morton had now recourfe to his laft refuge, 
••*"•• the friendfliip of England,. Bowes had fome 
time before left Scotland to receive new iriftruc- 
tions, from Elizabeth ; but returning- all on a 
fudden,^ he behaved with great indecency^ both 
to James and the earl of , Lenox, Having de- 
manded 
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inanded an audience of the council, he prefent- ^i^. «5*^ 
ed to them a general letter ; and at the fame 
time, he charged the earl of Lenox, as being 
an emiffary employed by Mary and the popiih 
fadion to fet her free, to reft ore the Roman ca- 
tholic religion in Scotland, and to diffolve the 
good underftanding between the two crowns. 
Being called upon for his cpmmiffion and in- ♦ 
ftruftions, he refufed to fliew them, until the 
carl was difcharged from his attendance at the 
council-board. This difrefpeftful condud was 
very properly refented by James ; and Bowes 
was not only refufed an audience, but Alexan- 
der Hume was fent to complain of him to Eli- 
zabeth, and demand the meaning of his pre- 
ferring fo atrocious but fo general a charge 
againft a nobleman, without producing his 
commiffion, or a fingle evidence of his guilt. 
He was farther ordered to demand the redrefs 
of fome hoftilities committed by the Englifh 
upon the Scots, both upon the feas and on the 
borders. Elizabeth refufed to fee Hume, but 
remitted him to Burleigh, who repeated all 
that had been faid by Bowes, and infinuated 
that oth^r plots were in hand to which James 
was a ftranger. ' 

James had, by this time, given to Le- ^^^^ 
nox the important government of Dumbar- 
ton caftle, whiclj the Englifh party pretended 
he would make life of to (Tarry the king over to 
France, and marry him to a French princefs. 

The 
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^D.i5j6. 7»hc court fecretly bkmed Morton for all thoCc 
reports, and lie was now abandoned even by 
Jord Rutbven, as well as his nephew, the eari 
of Angus. It was, howevert difficult to fix up- 
on the method of proceeding againft him. The 
^neral pardon he obtained, fcreened him from 
any accufatio» of what had happened during 
• his n^ncy. To have called in the affifiance of 
France would have been equally iiiipolitic and 
nnpopuhtr ; and the nation was in no condi-* 
tiaii to enter into a war with England. He 
ftill lay open, however^ to two charges, tlftit 
ctf being concerned in the late king's murder, 
Md that of poifoniBg the earl of Athol. It 
was thought it would be next to impoffible, 
a)B£dcring the diifi^rent opinions of the iiir- 
geons and phyficians, to convict hioai of the 
latter ; and upon the return of Hume, with- 
out being admitted to an audience of Eliza- 
beth, the foimer was reiblved on. Hume 
tnade a faithful report of his conference with 
Btxrkigh; and Morton's enemies artfully laid 
hold of the hint which the Englifl) minifter 
had dropt concerning plots, as if he meant that 
one of them was Morton's carrying the king 
to England. Some attempts had been, made 
for recalling from France Sir James Balfour^ a 
man of no character or principle, and who 
had been immediately concerned in Darnley's 
murder, to give evidence againft Morton ; and 
Lenox flrongly (bllicited the xeturn of Ker pi 

Farnihurft, 
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Famihurft, who h^. heen glwty^ n diftin- A.D*f5iir, 
^ifeed fricad to Maiy, from 9Sjilc, ijato 
which he h*d beso driven by th« lord Ruth- 
ven. This raifed a great cJamoiur, as Farni- 
hurft w;is one of th^ liead^rs of the cxpcdii- 
tioii ia whkh tte king's grandfather bad been 
murdered. 

Such are the pridQjdpal tranfadiGuns of this Morton ai> 
yorin Scotland. The credit of the j^nglifli oa^i,?, 
pourt had been weakened there ever fince """**'• 
James took the goveniment into his own 
hands ; and J find bvA few of thofe papers of 
satelligeQee witibt Jdizabeth^^. miners that; 
thxK>w ^at lights upon the ^airs of Scot» 
land ; and the urtterials of civil hiiiory for 
this period ai;e bvtt fcanty among the Scotch 
writers. I perceive, iiowevcr, that the high ,^j,^ 
fivx)nr in which JLenox fiood wi]th Jaoies, gave 
umbrage even to Morton's enemies ; and they 
puihed forward young Stuart, commonly called 
Captain, to counterpoize his credit. James be« 
havjcd towards both with grea.t equanimity j 
but with greater familiarity towards l.enox 
than his rival. Stuart being rafh, forward. 
Unprincipled, and ambitious, was pitched upon 
as the inflrument of. Morton'^ deftruftion. 
"While that e^i was fitting at the council- 
board with the king, Stuart demanded an aU)^ 
dience ; and being admittetd fell upon bis knees,. , 
and exprefly charged Morton with being con^ 
c;erned in the murder c^ theking'^s father. To- 
, Vol.' VIII. K corro- 



rA'D.isSt. crdrrobarate his 4iccufati«n^ he appealed to afl 
»tbe bo)ird, whether in the time of his regency 
•he had not preferred his friend Mr. Archibald 
-Douglas to a feat in the College of Juftite, 
though it Was openly known that he was per* 
fonally active in that atrocious fact. Mortod 
aflFected an air of contempt at the charge, ap* 
,, pealed to the feverity with which he had al- 

, ways prpfecuted the murderers of the late 

king, and offered to fubmit himfelf to a trials 
in hopes that when found innocent his majefty 
would treat his accufers as they deferved; 
James ordered bpth parties to retire ; and the 
earl, after being confined that, and the follow-* 
kkgy night in his own houfe, was on the fecond 
of January c;ommitted prifoner to the caftle of 
\,^ . Edinburgh, with orders that non? fliouldfec 
him excepting four fervants, who w»ere ap-. 
pointed tp attend him. Some precipitancy 
Aiay be obferved in this proceeding, fince no 
previous meafures had been, taken^ to fecurc 
Archibald Douglas, who had time to fave him- 
felf by flying into England, 
xnierpofi. EHzabctb and her rainifters iiad never be- 
MbeihJif'* lie ved that Jame^ would venture to impriibn 
regafdcd, Morton, aud the news gave th<an infinite dif-. 
quiet* Kaiidolph, who was then in England, 
was immediately .difpatche4 with freih inilruc- ' 
t^ons to reprefent to James and his. couqcii the^ 
vaft fervices that had been done by Elizabeth; 
to^heir country and the, king'^ own perfoiv 
-.:.•- /. .:\>ihe 
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At ^^gd:^ of being gcw^rned by French coun- ^' ^* '5^^ 
ci|s» ami the neceifity of fending Lenox out of 
Scotland ; but the chief point he was to labouir 
was to procure the liberty of Morton. * Ran; 
dqlph was admitted to an audience of James, 
to whom be opened his inftruclioris. James 
heard him with great calmnefs, and gave him a 
very civil anfwer as to what regarded his miC- 
tfets ; but hoped &e would exciife him, if he 
a4mitted no interpofition to take place in a 
matter that concerned him fo nearly as the 
bnnging to juftice the murderers of his father. 
Kanddph being difmifled with this anfwer, de- 
manded an audience of the ftates, which were 
then fitting. He there repeated his commif- 
fioo, railed againft Lenox, and infolently pro- 
jnifed the lords the proteftion of his' miftrefs, 
even to the hazard of her crown, if they would 
of themfelves drive Lenox out of Scotland. 
His being diimilfed from hi$ audience with 
impunity id to be attributed rather to the ha* 
tred the great lords bore towards Lenox, than 
their affeftio^i for Morton. We are told, how* 
ever, by Camdeb, and other writers, that Ran- 
dolph found means to engage a very confider- 
able party for driving Lenox out of Scotland, 
and, they add, for fetting Morton at liberty, 
but this is by no means probable ; for however 
ihey difliked Lenox, they knew Morton too 
well, and had proceeded too far againft hinj tQ 
tfujl him ^th his liberty. The earl of An^ 
■ ' ' K 2 gus, 
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A.t.tsfit. gas, itk true, i^a^ tifi willing that fii^' tiiiclc 
ihould be brought to the bldck^ as^s^sid his 
friend the earl of Mar; but the ileadiuefs of 
James, and the refentment of Mary's firiends, 
baffled all the attempts made either againft Le- 
nox, or in favour of Morton ; and whatever 
the real character of James was as to perfoAal 
courage or conftancy, it cannot be denied that 
he proceeded in this affair with a refolution and 
dignity that would have done honour to this 
moft exalted character. 
as u that of Though the prince of Orange had been per- 
of Orange, fuadcd by Elizabeth to fend a minifter on pre- 
tence of complimenting James upon the va- 
lour of his fubjeds in the Netherlands^ but in 
reality to foUicit the e^pulfion of Leno*, and 
the liberty of Morton, yet his application was 
rejeded with great firmnefs ; but James omitted 
no opportunity to declare that Morton ihould 
have a fair and regular trial, Randolph con- 
tinued his intrigues in the moft violent and 
feditious manner ; and the reader will find in 
the notes one of the addreiTes ^ he made td 



• «« The queen*6 ma jcfty, my fo vertign, hadi been a friend unto 
this country, ever fince (he came to her crown. She hath borne 
ft fpccial love unto the king fever fmce he was born, and finguJaf 
care of his country. She hath never fought a foot-breadth of 
the ground of Scotland, nor hurt the liberties thereof. That 
|he never fought to draw the king out of his own country into 
England, or elfewhere, as her ^nbmies then about bis grace hud 
given forth, and taken colour thereupon to trouble others. That 
flie had fpent her treafure, and the blood of her people, to favc 
$potland from the conqueit of Fnance. Th* ihe bad taeans 

enougl^ 
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.tile <at>ttDcil. It is of a nature fo difrefpecfaFul, a.d. t^ 
that he was publicly affronted ; nay, the aver- 

enough to have entered and conquered the country (if Ihe had 
ibught it) when the king was-young« his mother ia England, and 
aiL the nobility and people of Scotland wei-e divided, and in dif- 
trefs. That (he might have taken occaiion of juft revenge, whax 
her officers and fubje£ls were flain, in her own realm, at the 
Red(Wyre. But the c^trary difpoiition had ever been in her 
inaje%, through the care ihe ever hath had to-preierve the Idi^ 
and his country, by reaibn he was hbr neansft kinfma^i her 
lieareft neighbour, in one ifland : and that few other princes ia 
.^be world agreed with them, and their fubj^^s, in profeffing one 
religion. That fiie found the thankful minds of all his regents 
in his tender age $ and they found her affiftance. That /he found 
the king. ever-loving and affedionate unto her, until now of brte 
within this year or more, that the lord d'Aubigni, being pur- 
pofely fent hitherto diflblv6 that happy unity and love between 
their majefties, had fo far prevailed, as, &c. That he was be- 
come mafter of his grace's perfon, of his ear, of his counc9» 
and of his w)fole eltate. That he had alienated his grac^ 
mind from thj4 amity of England, and to tliink nothing pleai- ' 
fant but the piotion of France j from whence he never got a 
good turn, nor (b much as to call him king, ^ 
, ** That he had brought his grace, to enter into fufpicion, and 
cafl off all fuch his own fubjedts as had preserved bis life and 
eftate unto thefe years. That he had made his grace call home, 
and caft himfelfinto the hands and council of fuch as were ever 
. feneraies to his eftate and authority. That he prefled him to 
make wai* with England, although it would offer peace, and 
keep it with him. That he had brought his grace to be weary of 
his minifters, and to think theni faftious and railers. That he 
had brought him to be more diffolute In fpcech : nay, will teach 
him worfe conditions, as may appear, to marry fome papifts 
yea, to leave the land if needful, wherever he will have him 
to go. 

" That in the mean time, no (bund advice was taken for the 
quieting of the borders ; for puni(fiing the murders, nor mif- 
phicfs, nor how the king's eftate ftiould be maintained 5 but for 
poverty to drive him to ledve the realm, or to feek the lands and 
lives of his nobility and barons.** 

He proceeded after all this plain language thus i " The queen*** 
Jnajefty, my fovereign, hath caufe to take this in heart 5 feeing 
^hat the lofi of fuch a young and noble prince, of fo religioua 

and 
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A.D.i5»i. fiori of the Scots againft him ^became fo iii^ 
tradable, that he was objiged to fly to Ber- 
wick; and if we are to believe hitnfelf, in a 
letter to Wilfon, one "of Elizabeth's fecretariei 
of ftate, a gun was difcharged into his room 
with an intention to aflaffinate him. Elizabeth 
ordered her troops upon the borders to. take 
the field ; ajid James being apprehenfive of 
their being joined by the earl of Angus and 
the enemies of Lenox, ordered Morton to be 
removed fronj the caftle of Edinburgh to th^t 
of Dumbarton. This gave great offence to thb 
clergy, who feeroed now to have^laid afid^ all. 
their refentment at Morton, through their ap- 
prehenfion^ of popery ; and they complained 
that the two moft determined enemies he had 
in the world, Erlkine and Lenox, had b^en^ 
made his keepers. James, without r;egarding 
their clamours, ordered his own and his mo- 
ther's friends to form a kind of an v arnoy of 
obfervation upon the borders ; but, according 

and virtuotw cxpe6^ation, bdng fo near, her coiifin and neighs- 
boar, m?y work to her; fee mean« not to- feck to remedy it by 
her own force, or by any device of bcrs, if the nobility of Scot- 
land will do it thcmfelvcs. And in the doing whereof fee will 
counfej, favour, and aflllt them, even to the hazard of her own 
crown,/ . . . >' 

** Thus, my very good lords, the care I have of the king 
himfelf, the love I bear to your country, the inconveniencies 
like to follow on both, the likelihood of the overthrow of reli- 
gion in time, and the breach of amity between the two realms, 
moveth me thus earneftly to fpeak, and further to proceed other^ 
wife than I would, if I had not to do with thofe whom I both 
honour, love, and am ready to fcrvc.'' Strypc, vol. ii« p. 63.1* . 

to 
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•tb'foioie writers, the public tranquillity was a.d. iss^. 
prefctvcd by the moderation of Morton him- 
fclf, who earneftly diffuaded his nephew from 
attempting his refcuc. In the mean while, the 
lord Seaton's fon was fent by James to com- 
plain to Elizabeth of Randolph's condud ; but 
he was fufiered to proceed no farther than 
Berwick. . 

During Morton's imprifonment, Tames, ac* Proceedingp 
cording to the cuftom of the times and coun- lon'tffUfl^ 
try, had ordered the gentlemen of his name, 
and his other dependents, to give fecurity for 
their good behaviour ; and many pf them were 
fent to prifon, or confined to particular diftriSs 
of ground. Stuart, without tlfe fmalleft pre- 
text of any other public fervice than that of 
being the ihftrument of accufing Morton, ob- 
tained the carl of Arran's titk and eftate, which 
had been fo unjuftly forfeitedy and behaved 
with unfufFetable infolence to all about him* 
In a convention of the ft ates, which met at 
Edinburgh on the 20th pf February, the carl 
of Montrofe was made lieutenant of the bor- 
ders ; but he dedined to accept pf the poft, un-^ 
lefs he had a guard of five hundred horfe, and 
two hundred foot, which was conftantly to at- 
tend his perfon, befides nine hundred foldiers, 
who were to ferve as occafion ihbuld prefenty 
iind a power to fummon all the gentlemen and^ 
land-holders in the neighbourhood to his af- 
fiftancc. The proceedings againft Morton were 

ftained 
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AvO.isSr. fiained by the inhumanity of the new earl of 
Arran, for fo be is called in hiftory. He appr&* 
ibended and put to the torture^ but without 
being able to obtain any particular confelHon, 
^^uchinieck of Balmanno, nephew to the earl 
of Morton. The points he wa^ queftioned upon 
iwere concerning the death of the earl of Athol, 
the confpiracy for feizirig the abbey of Holy- 
rood-Houfe and £ending the king Co England, 
and an intention of firing, at feveral quarters, 
the town of Edinburgh. One Lawfoo, a fa- 
vourite iervant to Morton, was apprehended 
at the fame time 4 but he efcaped the rack^ by 
jtdling all he knew of the conj^piracy, and by 
difcovering the place where great part of Mor^ 

liojies. ton's treafure was concealed. Archibald Dou- 
glas o&red to furrender himfelf to his trial in 
Scotland, provided he was not put to the rack; 
but the condition was refufed, on pretext that 
it did fiot coniift with his majefiy's honour to 
ti^eat with his own fubjed, and that his crime - 
could be proved only by tcnrture. AH the 
friends of the earl of Morton who did not 
obey the fumnK>nfes fent them, were declared 
p^ty of treafon; and the earl of Angus was 
Ofd^ed to retire by north the river Spey, 
ibSd. and to furrender the cafiles of TantuUon and 

Douglas; but I do not find that be paid any 
regard to thefe fummonfes, for he was de- 
nounced a traitor. 

Thofe 
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l*bbfe ptaftices, patti^Iirfy flat c^f torWfe, A.tf.istu^ 
ftitlft be acknowledged t6 be urvjuft and iftfe- 
tnqtis to the hft degree- but the wtiteFS who 
rxchim agamft th^m in the c^ of the eatl i^l 
Mortoh, ought to reflea that he hiiiifelf h^d 
ftt the e«at!iple* that EW^zfy^th h^d proceeded, 
bf 'threiit€r>€d to proceed, igaittft Maty^s frfettds 
and fefvants in the fam^ manner; arid that -ft 
tv^as a common pra<5iice a?f over Europe. In 
April young Seaton returncfd to fidinbiiirgh ; arid 
before the end of the m6nth James took pof^ 
feffiott of Dalkeith, wherfe Jt 1«^aa refohred to 
btiftg Morton to bis tri^I at Edinbtrrgh j aftd 
the convention of eftatcB tot^d a confidetabk 
fubfidy to th6 king fot fefifling foreign inva* 
fions J meaning that threatened ftom England* 
Thcfe vigorous meafures daiflied in pieces all 
th^ defigns which Elikabefb had formed to in^ 
timidate Motion's Enemies. The more formi- 
dable her preparations were, th6 Scotch army 
tipbn the bcMrdcrs and other parts of the king- 
dom ehcreafed ; fo thlt Elizabeth fent oirdcfrs 
to her generals, the t^tl <y( Huntingdon and 
lord Hnnfdod, to ftop at Berwick ; and the 
carlg of Montrdfe and Arran were fent with a 
ftrong body of forces to bring Morton from MortM 
Dumbarton to his trial at Edinburgh; which bUmai* 
they did on the twenty*ninth of May, on 
which night the earl of Orkney, whom Morton 
had imprifoned, wasfet at liberty. 

Vot.VlIL L Wc 
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A*t>. i5«4. ^^ ^j.g fomewhat in the dark as to the par- 
ticulars of Morton's trial, which began on the 
firft of June in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, 
becaufe the records of the court of jufticiaiy fof 
that time are loft. When the. two earls arrived 
at Dumbarton, and Ihewed their commiffion^i 
Morton was furprifed at finding in it the earl of 
Arran's name; and being informed who he was, 

Spotfwood. " And is it fo (faid he) ? I know then what I 
may look for !*^^ Moyfes, who had ferved above 
thirty.feven years in a confiderable place at the 
court of Scotland, fays, that Morton was ac- 
cufed of feveral other treafonable crimes beiides 
the murder of the king's father ; and in this he 
is countenanced by a letter from Randolph to 
the lord-chancellot of England, importing, that 
he was not only accufed of Darnley's murder, 
bi^t of poifoning the earl of Atbol, intending 
to have taken the king prifoner, and to have 
murdered the earls of Argyle, Lenox, and Mon- 
trofe. Being brought into the court, and the 
, names of his jury being read, he objefted to the 
carl of Argyle, lord Seaton, and the laird of 
Waughton; but ailigning no fpecial caufe of 
csxeption, they were admitted to fit upon their 
oath of purgation^ Nor indeed do I fee with 
what propriety he could except againft the earl 
of Argyle, who but a few days before had, 
together with the earl of Montrofe, the fore- 
man or chancellor of the jury, been engaged in 
;a plot to refcue him. The names of the jury 

were. 
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were, Colin earl of Argyle, lord Campbell and 
Lorn, John earl of Montrofe, Andrew earl of 
Rothes, James earl of Glencairn, Hugh earl of 
Eglington, Alexander earl of Siitherland, 
XJeorge lord Seaton, James lord Ogilvic, 
John lord Maxwell, Htigh lord Somervillc, 
James lord Innermeith, Alexander mafter of 
Livingfton,. Alexander mafter of Elphinftone, * 
Sir John Gordon of Lochinvar, knight. Sir Pa- 
^ick Hepburn of Waughton, knight. Sir Pa- 
trick Learmont of Dairfi^, knight, and Sir Wil- 
liam Livingfton of Kilfyth, knight. According 
to Moyfes, fcveral evidences were examined : 
fome papers produced under Morton's own 
hand, and the depofitions of fome perfons who 
had been aftors in Darnley's murder, were 
produced againft him. The evidence being 
i:lofed, the jury withdrew for about a quarter 
of an hour, and brought the prifoner in guilty 
of counfel, concealing, and being art and part 
of (affifting in) king H^enry's murder. Upon 
the words *^ art and part'* being pronounced, he 
ftruck the ground with hi^ cane, and repeating 
the words, he added, « God knows it is not 
fo !' ' But he heard the fentence commonly pro- 
pounced upon traitors (which he was to fuflfer 
next day) with his ufual intrepidity, and a dif- 
4ainful fmile. 

Being remitted to his prifon-houfe, he was and jxecut- 
vifited next day by Mr. Lawfon and other *^' 
preachers, to whoni he made the confeffioh 

h i ^ which 
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Vol. VI, 

P- 383* b^re d^d, that po m<»itioa was made by him of 
the iilvier-^boTc p4p^r«^ though m his laft m(> 
ments h^ omitted iiotj^ing thu^ couid load 
JM^ryj or exten^nte his own guilt; and his 
reve;-ef>d attendants, to w^m h^g had beconajs 
a iiva^irite oiiit of hatred t<^. th$ earl of Leciiox^ 
had any fu^h ^ostion b^eii msdsj would liot 
have failed to have pu^&ed it da the Qioft 
HUconfef- 45ifeftnal maiojoer^ His total iUence likewife 
iaci. with regmrd to M«ry having any roncera in Iter 
^^and'fi de;ith ip the mom ixmarkabley as he 
fnafl: have ,b^ii perfeftJy weB i»ft«enjed of every 
circiuaiftance relying to thai: atrocious fad, and 
<efpecially with reg?w:d to Hnberi's dying woidg 
and behaviour* 1m ihort, k 1^ d^akjl every 
evidence of conHnon f^nfe to iwat^n^ *hat feer 
^capital ejacfny op accent of her concern in that 
fnur4cr would havie been totally fijept as to her 
4i;)jult> could he have £3:ed the leait fpfptcio^ai 
Aipon her innoeency^ He went liio death as a 
;great and a bfjave mati ottght to do, excuJpati. 
«g himjfdf in every circumftance that could 
j»5}nut of alleviation, deeply fenfiMe of his prir 
V»te mim^^ ^nd penetratjed with Hhe moft a£- 
lfe£tingjpiety. As to his charader, enough has 
\^n faid of it iq Jiiecourfe of this hiftory ; nor 
can the greateft favourer of his memory pre- 
tend that what he voluntarily laonfefled did not 
fufficicntly juftify the fentence pronounced 
?^»wft him, gs^ toocealing and being poncerned 

io 



to J)8irnley*^ nmf d^r^ tfeaui^ he did aot; per^ 4.0.153,. 
ibsallf a&ft atot* . 

A ^eitiia FeV^re^d biftoriaa prcm^^ th« Dr, Robert* 
whole ptQQf^ing^ of Mortoa^s trial to hav^ 
been viQhoty iiregular, and oppreffive. With- 
cut «iiteri^ wto mf particular ^^iai«katioa 
of h&^9 I will venture to proaou^c^K thought 
we havp J^ the origipal proceedings^ that 
^OOgh ha« come tp ^ght from the concurrent 
tcMmoni^^ of differieni and <;ojiten^porary hifto? 
ri^os, 1^ provie it to have heeo a 9K>f e fair^ regUt 
laiV5tad^»4id trial than any that precedes it in 
the annals of Spo^apd* ** The jury, fays thf 
<ai»^ |??»tl«»R9, wap <oropofed of the earl's 
knQ^fl^^mie«/' Ajj a» anfwer to this fad, I l^^i/^^i 
rouft 0bferv<e,; that Morton'^ cond\ia had mad^ ^"i^icatcd. 
eveiy n»* in ^cotilfai^d whQ wifhed well to the 
]kopow ^i^d ipd^eadency of hiscpuntry^ hif 
fue^y; ftud perhaps t>yelve honeft Scotchmen 
q{ raRk ^r iortune^ who were his friends, could 
not have been found. Befide$, the reverend hi^ 
fix^rianV allegation is vague, and, for a reafoa I 
have alr^dy hinted at^ improbable'; forhis capir 
tal enefury, the earl of Lenox^ had inore^n^mieg 
in the JDry than Morton himfelf, who muft 
have h^n ac<pitted, had not th^ evidence 
againft h\m\ been very ilrong, ©ut, fays the 
fame hifto)ian^ *^ During the trials great bodies 
of armed paen were drawn up in diflferent part^ 
of the city/' In anfwer to this objeftion, Janxe^ 
pjjft have bep» worfe than a wadu^an, had he 

not 
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A.D. isSf. net taken that precaution at the trial of Si^n©- 
blcman, who but a few months before kept 
bands of mercenarie* in his own pay, and whofc 
nephew and avowed friend was then living in a 
fiate of rebellion, and the head of, perhaps, the 
xnoft powerful family in Scotland ; not to men*- 
tion that the Englifli array, for aught that James 
Jcnew, might at that time have been advancing 
to the gates of his capital, to have refcued. him. 
Upon the whole, it appears that Morton was 
executed upon full, clear, and impartial evi- 
• dence; and he defer ved death, if any traitor 
to his king and country ever did. 
^^ . Morton's body lay for fome time indecently 
^incCT of expofed, covered with a beggarly doak, and 
cBCtttioii; was afterwards interred in the common church<>^ 
yard. He was of a mean ftature, but had an 
agreeable countenance, nor was his contempt 
for Arran affeded; for he treated him with 
the greateft difdain in his laft moments, when 
he fought to be reconciled to him, and defired 
him to fign a confeffion. The day after his 
deaths one Binning, a fervant of Archibald 
Douglas, and an affiftant, as appeared by his 
own confeffion, with his mafler in Damley's 
murder, was executed at Edinburgh, but 
without the fmallefl imputation upon Mary's 
honour. A few days after Morton's execu-f 
tion, his title was given to the lord Maxwell, 
who foon dropt it, and his eflates of Dalkeith 
asd Aberdour to the earl of Lenox. Other 

pairts 
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parts of the earl of Morton's immenfe fortune A.s).ti%^ 
were bellowed upon different perfons at the 
iame time ; but if we are to believe Crawford, 
on? of his natural fons fecreted the greateft 
part of his money, which never could be re- 
covered, though many of his fcrvants were 
tortured on that account ; and he had referved 
fo little to himfelf, that when he came to the 
place of execution, he was obliged to borrow 
twenty fhillings to divide among the, poor. 

Morton's rival, the new-made earl ^ of Ar- Theeitiof 
ran, was perhaps the only man in Scotland ^Sipcj. 
who equalled Morton in profligacy of life ; but 
was far his inferior in abilities, and the arts of 
government. He had long lived in a criminal 
correfpondence with the countefs of March, > 

M^hofe hufband had been his kind friend and 
patron ; and though fhe was then with child 
by Arran, flie obtained a divorce from her 
hufband for a natural failing that could tioC 
produce pregnancy. The divorce was fu£- f" 
tained, and the parties were publicly married, 
leaving it difficult to decide which was molt 
infamous, fhe for her incontinence, or he for 
his ingratitude. He continued, however, to 
be a ufeful tool to Morton's enemies, and thofe 
of the houfe of Douglas. He took every op- 
portunity, even. in council, to which he had 
been admitted a member, to magnify his fer- 
vices, and expatiate on the dangers he had run 
in bringing Morton to juftice, and bis. affi- 

duity 
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A.D.i5(i. duity in torturing that nobknian's dcmtMcii 

that they might difcovcr their fflafter'ii firea- 

fures. A parliament was at this tinie pro* 

claimed to be held firft at Edinburgh, then at 

Glafgow, and then at Edinburgh again on thtf 

twenty-fourth of Oftober, 

Hisaiffer- In the intermediate time the giddinefe of* 

Le^noxTt the goveming party was incredible j and it is^ 

ing S^Se fur|M:izing that Elizabeth did not avail herfelf 

ptfiiameat. ^£ ^^j^ ^^^^ differences that now broke out 

between. Leno:!^ and Arran. The gentle mild 
tamper of the former did not oppofa thd 
arrogance and impetuofity of the latter^ when 
he demanded to be fokmnly created earl o( 
Arran, (he having before only affumed the ti- 
tle) which was accordingly performed. The 
affeftions of James, however, refted with Le-* 
nox, who was now created and proclaimed 
duke of Lenox, earl of Darnley, lord Torbal- 
ton, Aubigny, and Dalkeith, and high-cham- 
berlain of Scotland. The return of the baron 
of Farnihurft from France, and his receiving 
a pardon by the interceffion of Lenox, created 
fre& differences between the two favourites ; 
and Arran, as captain of the guard, difputed 
the duke's right to admit perfons into court, or 
to exercife certain offices of ftate upon the 
meeting of the parliament on the twenty- 
fourth of Oftoben Upon this occafion, be- 
fides the promotions I have already mentioned, 
the lord Ruthvcn was created earl of. Go wry. 

The 
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• Thfe opdhih^ 6i tie padialfnei* ti^aS Very a;di3Bii 
ffH&tidid i and Arran finding that the dredit ol 
Lenox was nM to^ b^ ibaken inth Jamesj 
opieirly declared his grievances, and his diltikc 

fo the faVofirlt^y wild huted him, as he pre<« 
fended^ fx>f bdng i fine^te pfot^fiianty and ait 
Oppoftfr 6{ papery. Th"6ft declarations did 
him little fervice, except with thofe who were,.* 
ift all evefriti^, refolved to deftrby the credit of 
LeAox, ind iahh. fame of the Id weft of ther 
people; witt Mtctc captivated with his fceming 
devotion, a\id fhae ot Ms infamous wife. H^e 
received af frtfli iftortificatioA ev^jy day the 
padialment mdt, tty tlie honotits which were 
acctftnftJat^d rfpbtf (!Ke dulce of LendX ; aind 
fiiidingi himftilf ixi no conditidh to contend? 
with' his riVil, he employed his friends to 
make his peacie witli the' duke, by oflfering to 
rieligri thfe (ioibtfra'n'd of theguatd; While this' J^"^^^ 
parliament ftt, Archibald earl of Angus, Mi. 
Archibald Dougfl&V John Ca:rmichaeT, ydurigeirf 
vf that ilk ^i Hngli CaVmichael his fon and zp^ 
parent heir, J^^ Doiaglas, fometime prior 0^ 
Ptorcifdin, and" Archibald Dou^a^ of Pitten- 
driechi natural fons to the faid earl of Mbr- 
t'dri; Oyotgfe Douglas df Parkhead, Jimea* 
Ddugliid BIk* (bnV Malfcolhi Douglas of Mains,- 
Aarchlbald'Dbuglka, fbtaefime cont^able of thV 
dttftfc df EdfesUui^; aSitr H€d:bt Drdu^aS*, v»^ere' 
fprfelt^; itid agairift' dnfcf of the Douglaffes^ 

• IlJc fii^mfieg tJi^V tlie name o!" tie man juid his cftiitc'art? 
the iamo: ... 

Vox,: VHL M it 
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A.p.ts%u it was alledgedy that he had ibllicited the 
Engliih to invade Scotland with ten thoufand 
men, if the late earl of Morton was not im- 
mediately releafed. The earl of Mar, though 
he had warmly efpoufed Morton's caufe, was 
too powerful in his perfonal credit with James 
to be attacked, and was confirmed in all his 
places. 
Diflenfioni The diflFcrences between the two favourites 
rTcTfa" * were now rifen to fuch a height, that the 
tottritci. ^^j^^ ^£ L^Qx thought proper to abfent him- 

felf from parliament ; and the earl of Huntley 
carried the crown before the king in his ftead, 
as the earl of Argyle did the fceptre,^ and the 
cfarl of At hoi the fword of ftate. Arran con- 
tinued ftill to exprefs great fears left popery 
ihould be reftored. Their difienfions occa- 
iioned others in the church; for Lenox was 
the patron of epifcopacy, againft which the 
ijlergy was labouring with inexpreflible zeal. 
The pains of excommunication were denounced 
againft all who did not refign the office of bi- 
fliop, or who did not obtain a licence from the 
affembly for preaching or adminiftering the 
facraments. James had received early prepof- 
feflions in favour of epifcopacy, as if the order 
of bifliops.had been the bulwark of the throne ; 
and the late regent, as we have already feen, 
from motives of avarice and ambition, had 
never given way- to their abolition. Adam- 
fQn, a man of charafter in learning and poetry, 
had fucceeded Douglas in the fee of St An- 
drew's, 
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drcw's, and had rcfufed to fubmit to be either ^o* «s««* 
examined or licenfed by the affembly. This 
created great heats between Adamfon and Mel- 
vil, who was backed by almoft the whole 
body of the clergy; and, at laft, upon their 
threatening to proceed to excommunication, 
Adamfon fubmitted to fome points that were 
thought to be incompatible with the dignity of 
a metropolitan, particularly his owning him- 
felf inferior in church jurifdidion to his ad- 
verfaries. This did not fatisfy Melvil and his 
party ; and he was again fummoned to appear 
before the affembly at Edinburgh to anfwer to 
the following charges : " Firft, That he having 
fubmitted himfelf to the affembly, went im* 
mediately after his fubmiffion, and voted in 
parliament. Second, That he has given colla- 
tion of the vicarage of Boltoun, having tio 
power of vifitation in the bounds whete the 
faid vicarage lieth. Third, That he hath agreed 
to all the heads of polity excepting four, and 
yet oppofed the fame." Not contented with 
raifing this perfccution, his enemies accufed 
him of having confulted the devil for the reco- 
very of his health; and an old woman was 
imprifoned for a witch, becaufe flic had ad- 
viftd him to fome fimple remedies. 

James was at this time at an age the moft jamciim* 
dangerous for the impreflions of the mind. triry'priJl 
Being emancipated from the correftions of a ^'^'*^ 
fevere fchoolmailer, who had treated him with* 
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A.D,ii«i, a^ littk cer^mpny a^s if I|f b?i4 ^P the iS)^ 9f 
a tradcfmao, bi? fpfln^ bin^fplf, a]|l of a fud- 
den, furround^d wit^ fycQplji^Dts »nd flat^rcrs, , 
whp wanted cither to 1?^ protcfitpd, or ad- 
vance by his royal favour. Thqugh hia |:iyo 
f9.vourites mortally IjatefJ eaph ot;^er, ^pd were 
of diflFerent principles, yet they 3igree4 in th? 
adulation they paid to their mailer, and in in- 
ciilcating into hini the bigheft pplfiipn of his 
prerogative and regal dignity. This, there- 
fore, may be jufljy tprmed the peripd of 
James'^ lif^ wh^n lie imbibed the ^bfurd no- 
tipn^ of government tjiat difgraced his reign, 
when he fucceeded to a mqre ppiprerful throne 
than that of Scotlatad. The ipore he J^^d been 
cppfined before, he gave the greater lopfe to 
the ideai5 of his owt\ ftate ^nd importance ; 
and they became now fo familiar to him, that 
they ftill returned with double force, after the 
feyeral checks they received. The principles of 
the duke of Lenox M^ere entirely in favour of 
arbitrary power, a.nd abhorrent pf a parity in 
the church* He, therefo^^ advifed James to 
fupport 44^.^^on with a high h^nd i but a fi- 
nailar cafe l^appened ija which the tXuke w^s 
piore inpip^diately concerned* 
Sceiefiaf- The fee of Glafgp^ became vacant (for 
lic^ affairs* j^g^yyjg ^mb^ffadoE iu Erahpe was then no 

more than 2^ i^pminal archbfifhop) *, and a^ 
preacher, one JM[oJfttgo.mery, a vain, w;f^k, v^ 
nil, mWj fei^t,?. furious ^^dverfiiry to th? or-^ 

dey 
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dwQf epifcopacy in Scotland, accepted of it, A.p.isjn 
through the intereil of the duke of Lenox, 
whofe friends had chalked out that method, 
for his gaining an interpfr in that city, with all 
the lands an4 revenues that belonged to the. 
archbiihopnc, excepting a foiall fiipend o£ 
about feventy pounds flirling a year, and 
fpme perquifiibes, which were to ^e allotted to. 
Montgomery- The clergy, eafafperated at bis 
apoflacy, proceeded mor^ vigoroufly againit 
him tha^ they had (done againft Adamib^^j. 
but he was fupported by Js^mes, vho faid th^ 
the church government by biihops ihould he. 
valid, until his p^rfeft age, or until a change 
was made ^herf pf ip parliament ; and tbalt 
Montgomery's admiffion into the archbiihopric 
fliould be goody i^qlefs his adverfaries could 
charge hiip with fome fault in doftrine or life. 
They drew up a fet of articles accufing him pf 
both ; and after va^ioqs proceedings agaipft 
bimjj in wjiich he was jP:rongly fupported by 
James, who ino;*e. than once threatened his- 
profecutors \pith the penalties of treafon, the spotfwood* 
a^embly fpui^d him guilty of corruptioU in 
dodrine, diQblutenefs of life, contempt of th^ 
church's feritenqe, falfhpqd and breach of pro-» 
mife, lying, perjury^ moving of fedition, and 
fiirring up certain of the nobility agaifill the 
church. Of all thefe he was declared culpable, 
and ordained, therefore, to be deprived and 
Ci^(l forth qf the cl^urch. This refolute pro- 
ceeding 
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A. D, 1581. cecding daunted Montgomery, He renounced 
an appeal he had made to the king and coun- 
cil, confeffed his offences, fubmitted to the af- 
fembly, and promifed to be no farther con- 
cerned with the archbifhopric of Glafgow. 
Upon his coming to court, finding that he was 
frowned upon by the king, he offered to re- 
trad): his fubmif&on ; and obtained letters from 
James directed to feveral gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, requiring them to ailift Mont- 
gomery in repoffeflihg himfelf of his archbi- 
fhopric. This was done fo effedually, that a 
minifter, Howefon, one of his chief oppo- 
nents, was pulled by the provoft of Glafgow 
from the moderator's chair, and thrown into 
the common prifon. 
Oppofition This, and other proceedings of the fame 
de^to kind, created an inexprefiible ferment in the 
the king, nation. A fad was proclaimed ; the pulpits 
refounded with inveftives againft the duke of 
Lenox ; ^nd Dury, one of the Edinburgh 
preachers,, was ordered to be driven from his 
flock. The oppofition made by the clergy to 
thofe proceedings were fo fteady, that James 
was ftartled ; and Montgomery was adhially 
excommunicated by one Davifon,^ a preacher, 
whofe fentence was approved of. 

The earl of Arran feeing James intimidated 

formed a- at the rcfolutc ftand made by the clergy, pre? 

favouriteJ. tended great fubraiffion to his mafter!s will ; 

and again offered to give up his captainry of 

the 
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the guard, which was willingly accepted of by ^*V*h^ 
Lenox. He then craved leave to retire from 
the court, and to live privately for five years, 
retaining only the power of compofing fome 
dififereiices among his friends and neighbours.' 
James prevailed with him to remain at £din« 
burgh ; and, at laft, a reconciliation was ef- 
fefted between him and the duke of Lenox. 
The hunting-feafon drawing near, James, who 
was extremely fond of that diverfion, went to 
Athol, and left his two favourites at their re- 
fpedlive country-houfes, being himfelf accom« 
panied only by the earls of Athol and Gowry. 
He had of late been fo much engroffed by the 
duke of Lenox, that the other nobility began 
to confult about their own fafety ; ind fome of 
them, who kept up a correfpondence with 
Elizabeth's minifters, were fecretly (and I be- 
lieve with truth) advifed, that Lenox was' 
ch|rged by the pope, and the Roman catholic 
piinces on the continent, to revive Maitland's 
Ibheme of his holding his fceptre in conjunc- 
tion with his mother. As this muft have been 
dangerous to many even of Mary's friends, 
and as preparations were adually making by 
the duke of Guife to fecond the negotiation, 
if needful, with arms, the great mobility en- 
tered into an aiTociatioh for taking James out' 
of the hands Of his two favourites. Even the 
internal government of the kingdom rendered 
this neoeflary. The duke of Lenox was per- 

fuaded. 
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ArP.isSfl^ foadcd, as lord high-chambcrlaiii, to revive thtf 
obfolete claais^ of hii office over the burghs of 
Scotland } msmy of the moft op^f effive feudal 
laws and cuftoms were f evhrecf j and the land- 
holders were fined with the greateft fevcrit^ 
in the fjnalleft failure in iotta^ as vaflals to thd 
crown. 

The nid of Such was thc cWil iod ecckfiaftical ftate of 

Rttthveo, 

where Scotland, when Johii ead of Mar, WiiUam 
made a carf of GowFy, Patrick lord Lindfay, Robert 
"'* lord Boyd, the naafters of Glamis and Oli- 
phanty the abbots of Dlimfermling, Paiiley, 
Dryburgh, and Cambuikenneth, the barond of 
Lochlevin, Yefter^ Wemys, Cleilh, with the 
confiabk of Dundee^ and all their friends^ re** 
fi)lv^dr upon their king's return, to petition 
hina that he would put himfelf into the hands 
of his iiobility,> and look upon the duke of Le- 
nox- and earl of Arraa as the fprings of all the 
public difcontents* This affociation was not /a 
fecretly carried on as not to come to the ears 
of the two- favourites ; and on the twenty- 
third of Anguft, the earl of Arran and bis 
brother fet out to Ruthven^ where James was, 
oil his return^ with about forty horfe to efcort 
him to Edinburgh. They were intercepted and 
difperfed by the earlr of Mar \irith a fu|)erioi? 
force ; and^the earl of A-rx^n bdng takeni was 
fentprifoner to Dupplim James now fotind 
lumielf a prifoner ; btft he diflembled his fur- 
pri2;e and indignation, when the lords aflbciih 

tors 
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tOfsprefe^ted dief petition they had prepafe(}| a.d.i^3«« 
and the teadbas fdr their .prDoeedinjg;. PilfiUa* 
jumotts as he was^ be made an effort to leati 
the roopi^ but wad prevented by the tutor of 
Olamis ; upon which James burft intd tearau 
*^ It is no matter of bis tears, (faid Glamid t4 
his oompanions) better that children Qioiilli 
weep than bearded men ;" a ikying which if 
faid to have entered £0 deep into the king's 
mindf that he nev^r forgot adr forgave itL 
Notwithftanding this rudenefs, and their di& 
miffiog fuch of the king's attendafits a& they 
difliked of fufpe^ted^ yet the dOftfpit-ators^ ia 
other refpeds^ behaved with WQnderful mode^ 
ration. The life ef the earl of Arr^d^ thoQgH 
very obnoxious, was fpared at the recjueft of hi$ 
friend the earl of Gowry ; and they profiscuted 
their refentment no farther againft the duke 
than to beg that James would order him to i«t 
tire quietly to France, 

^hen the news o^ the king'^ detention 
came to Edinl^nrgh, nothing could exceed the 
ponfternaftion of the puUic ; but the eonfpira^ 
tors, to preserve appearances, fuflFered him the 
day after be was coofined to repair to Perth. 
la die mean while James^ who was more fol- 
licitous fi»F tbe fafety of the duke of Lenccc 
tlban apprehenfive of daniger to his own perfofit 
agreed that a prodamatidn fliouid be published ^ procu. 
iM his paaie, defclaring, « That for pacifying XJ"?"*- 
tfaer prefent coin«K>fci^ns^ and tomlGNring fome 
. Vol, Vni. N diflFerences 
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A, p. 159^. differences fallen out amongft the nobility, hh 
majefty had thought it expedient to interpofc 
himfelf a mediator } and, for the better work* 
ing of an union amongft them, had refolved 
to make his refidence in Perth for a time, till 
he faw what good eflFefts his travels might pro- 
duce. And, left his fiay in thofe parts fiiould 
be interpreted to be a detention of his perfon, 
becaufe of the noblemen and others that had 
lately repaired to court, his majefty declared, 
that it was his own fre^ and voluntary choice 
to abide there ; and that the noblemen and 
others who did prefently attend, had done no- 
thing but what their duties obliged them unto, 
and which he took for a good fervice performed 
both to hinfifelf and to the cominonwealth. 
Therefore inhibited all the fubjedls to attempt 
jiny thiiig that might tend to the difturbance 
of the realm ; commanding them alfo that had 
levied any forces upon pretext of his majefty's 
reftraint, to diffolve the fame within fix hours, 
tinder the pain of death,*^ This, proclani^tion 
w^s dated at Perth the twenty- eighth of Au- 
gnft. 
MtiTage of • The duke of Lenox all this while was not 
Lenox, ^ idle. He fent fome noblemen to know from 
Ihe king's own mouth whether he was a cap- 
tive; but they could obtaiii no audiencie of 
him except in council. They there delivered 
their mcffage; and informed James that th6 
^uke would ufe every means to procure him 
^ hii 
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idB liberty, if he was a prifoner. James called' ^^-^s^a*. 
out aloud that he was j that he defired all his 
fubjecls to know that he was ; and that the 
duke ihould do all that he could to eSeft his 
deliverance. His exclamations made no kind 
of impreffion upon his keepers ; for they told 
him^ with great coolnefs, that he might go 
where he pleafed, provided the duke of Leno& 
and the earl of Arran intermeddled no longer 
in public affairs, They advifed him, at the 
&me time, to order the duke to repair quietly 
to France ; otherwife they would hazard their 
eilates and lives in bringing him to jufiice. All 
this pafled in the prefence of the meflengers ' • 

fent by Lenox, who were defired to make their 
report according to what they had feen and 
heard. 

The duke in the mean while afted with a Jered toli. 
fyirit of gratitude rather than refolution ; and ^ ^^ 
the imprifonment of the king created fuch 
public indignation, that he muft have been at 
the head of a. confiderable army, had he not 
received an order from the king to leave Scot-' 
land before the twentieth of September. The- 
duke, who feems to have been formed of foft 
materials, though he knew James to be a pri* 
foner, and that the order was extorted fronir 
Kim, paid fuch regard to it, that he retired to 
Dumbarton, where, by the advice of his: 
friends, he was to determine whether he ihould 
go to France, or attempt the deliverance o£ 

N 2 James^ 
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A«Q.»5Ci. James. Even at DuiqbtrteR, acAU^cr as4 
geatlemcB Rocked to hiim m fueb numben, at 
gave umbrage tQ tlie lords who detauned Jaines } 
and the duke's attendants were drderad, tU hub 
forty, to depart withiii tweivc hours aftet no* 
tice, and not to cqme nigh the place ^heso 
th? d\xkt fliould reiide ^hile he was i» Sifiotm 
bnd. The duke loft all fpirit after this intU 
xn^tioQ/ and he fent the lord Herries, with 
two othpr gentlemen, to demand an afl'uF^nce 
Qf hk perfo^al fafety, if he ftould comply 
vith the order fent him. The anfwer, afto 
M#yfes «iature ddibcrationa was as follows : *^ If the 
<"' ^* intention of the afforances craved for the duko 
of Lenox be, that he may fafdy depart out of 
the realm, the fame fhall be granted, he ^^t 
parting at what port or haven of the realm htt 
plcafcs, betwixt and the twentieth of SepA^n- 
^>er inftant, and remaining in the mean <ime 
^qi^tly, accompanied with forty perfons, ti-^ 
tt^er ^t Palkeith or Aberdour, until he be 
sffldy to take feipping, and giving, ».t the fem« 
tiwic^ his Writing and warrant for rendering 
#i the ^skftle of Dumbarton ii^tK> th^ haiSidp of 
^ohn q»rl of Mar, to keep it? f<w hi^ majefty't 
fvrfty ; and to \>q delivered agaii* into the^ 
l^an^ of William Stuart of Caverftou, prefent 
faptaifiL of the faid cafile, within fifieen (^aya 
after the faid duke^ departure: \intil which 
Iwentieth day of September, he fliall be af-, 
jl^r^ 4D fUch for( ^ ^e hii^i^ljf iSpuall dsvifo, 

Mi 
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And after ki« dep^iiture^ the arms ihaU b^ left, a.i?; ijjS^ 
^ovided sm aufw^r be returned c^ his ac* 
<»ptance an4 performance hereof. And that 
the kingV confent, and the duke's promifb un- 
der their hand-writs for the performance , of 
the ikX^e^ be delivered betwixt and Thurfday 
night, the fi^^th of September inftant ; other? 
ways no affurance can be granted.'^ 
- While the duke was deliberating what re- 
ply to niake to this very peremptory mtler, 
the earl of Arran was examined in prifon ; 
aod George Douglas, the fame who had ai^ 
fitted Mary in her efeape, was arrefted at Stir- 
ling, whither he came at the king's requeft, and 
examined upon the projeft of aflbciating his 
xpother with him in the government, which , 
feems to have been the great objeck of dread 
to the detainers of the king^s perfon. 

As the prevention of a war with England EUMbeth 
was one of the reafens given for reftraining embafladoi 
the liberty of James, and driving the duke of und. 
Lenox out of Scotland, the aiTociated lords 
expeAed great matters from Elizabeth; but 
they were difappointed, though all Europe con- 
fidered the detention of the king's perfon as 
the effed of her management. Her ufual dif- 
fimulation never forfook her; and flie fent her 
coufin, Sir Henry Gary, to Scotland, to learn 
the true ftate of that king's affairs. Gary was 
admitted to an audience ; and found means 
privately to tell James, who had not fpirit 

\ enough 
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A. D. 158ft edotigh to declare himfelf openly^ that Elizv 
beth alone ihould know the refult of the au- 
dience; upon which James whifpered in his 
car ** that he was a prifoner." Cary, in the 
name of his mifireis, defired that the earl of 
Angus, who then lived in exile in England^ 
jQiould be recalled, which was readily granted. 
Gary then, according to his inftrudions, infi-. 
nuated to James, that the noblemen and gen- 
tlemen who had fequcftered him from the 
duke of Lenox were his beft friends ; but he 
gave to this fuggeftion only a general anfwer, 
becaufe he looked upon Elizabeth to be the. 
main inftrument of his captivity. He ftill en- 
tertained fome hopes that his keepers niight 
be foftened with regard to the duke of Lenox } 
but he found them inexorable on that head. 

All the intereft and popularity of the lords, 
who imprifoned James, tould not quiet the 
uneafinefs of the people at his detention ; and' 
therefore it was thought expedient that he. 
fliould be carried to Edinburgh, where he was 
to ad as if he had been entirely at his liberty. . 
After arriving there, he was fuffered to prefide 
in the council, and give judgment upon fome. 
trifling difputes that had arifen between the 
magiftrates and the burghers of the town; 
but upon various pretences, permiffion was ob- 
A cenvcn- taincd from a convention of the ftates, which fat 
flaus! * * at Holyrood-houfe, that a guard of two hun- 
dred horfe and two hundred foot fhould be 

raifed 
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raifedforthc proteftion of the king, and the A.D.15^ 
noblemen who had him in charge. The mem- 
blsrs of this convention were the earls of March^ 
•Enrol, Marifchal, Glencairh, Mar, Eglington, 
Rothes, Morton, Gowry; the lords Home; 
Lindfay, Yefter, Sinclair ; the bilhops of St 
Andrew's, Orkney, and Dunkeld ; the abbots 
of Dumfermling, Newbottle, Deer, eambuf- 
kenneth, Dryburgh, InchaflFray, Coldinghami 
Paifley, Culrofs ; the comptroller, clerk of re- 
gift er, juftice-clerk } the mafter of (^aniis, the 
mailer of Oliphant, the provoft of Dundee j 
the cbmmiffioners of Edinburgh, Perth^ Stir- 
ling, Haddington, St. AndreVs, and Irvine, 
The members applied to the general aflembly, 
who approved of the king's detention, and of 
all that had been done at Ruthven ; and they / 

themfelves paffed another vote to the fame 
purpofe, containing a full pardon and indem* 
nity for all afts of government they had per- 
formed without the royal warrant, and pro- 
nouncing the fame to be of good fervice to the 
king and kingdom. As to James, though he 
was fully fenfible of his own condition, yet he 
was frightened into a feeming approbation of 
all' their proceedings ; and fo vigilant were they 
over their own purpofes, that they would not 
admit the duke of Lenox to take his leave be- 
fore his departure. 

The earl of Arran ftill continued in prifon ; The duke 
hut was fet at liberty, to tefide to the north- retomito 

• France. 

ward 
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A.D»i5S» ward of the river Erne, when it i^as kftdx^d 
that the duke of Lenox was landed in Frafice j 
and fome conditions were likewifii required 
of the earl of Angus for the better keeping 
the public peace^ before his refiitution could 
he compleatod^ In the beginning of ^Decem-^ 
ber^ the earl of Arran, broke his confinement 
fo far as to have a meeting with the earls ^£ 
Athol, Montrofe, Crawford^ and others^ after 
which the court was filled with d^y a<;cou&ts 
of confpiracies and intended ai£iffinatioiis« 
The duke of Lenox ftill hovered about Black-* 
M&f Dumbarton, Callendcr, and other places^ 
where he could find ihelter, in hopes of once 
xnore being admitted to James, to the inexpref*' 
£lble terror of the afibciated lords, £xpre& 
upon exprefs were difpatched in the king's 
name to haften his departure ; and hei was evea 
threatened, if be did not comply, to Ipe treated 
as a rebel. He ftill lingered ia Scotland, ibme* 
times on {nrfetence of health, and fometimejs of be^ 
ing deftitute of comm6i> necefTaries and cloath- 
ing ; but^ at laft, a pals being procured from 
Elizabeth, he was forced to take hia journey^ 
with twenty-nine horfe in his train, througk 
England for Ifrance^ where foon after his land- 
ing be died of i broken heart. 

Ao'lobair Early in the ye^; 1583 two e9)ibaf&do}l» art 

from rived from the French court; but Eliaslbcth* 

in their pafiage through Eag^aad^ ordered Da- 

yifon, one of her fecretaries, to attend themj 

that 
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that he might Ivatch their proceedings, Theil* a.d.»^3, 
bufinefs was to complete . a negociation which 
had been fet on foot at the fecret de&e of . 
Jame^ fot afibdating his ihother with hiizi«' 
fdf in the gbVernment. We cannot eom^re* 
htbd the meaning Hi Elizabeth's proceedings 
with Tcgird to Mary, without fometimea 
throwing an eye upon the affairs of the conti^ 
nentk The friendfliip of France was abfolutely 
Heceflary for embroiling the affairs of Spaing 
by fupportinfg • the revolt of the Netherlandsi 
Her lover, the dike of Anjou, had been iii-: 
vited to take the fovereignty of the how Coun-^ 
tnes, which he had accepted of ^ and Elizabetli 
had^^hially made him a promife of miutiagei 
which Ihe afterwards retraced. Her intimaty^ 
however, with' the French king^' during the 
time of the couttfliip, was of the' lift impOtt*^ 
ance to her intereft, as he gave her early intclli* 
gence of her dangei' from Mary's friends upoii 
the continent He informed her that the duke 
of Guife, whom he hatfed, and who had mor? 
power in France than he had himfelf, on pre* 
tence of raifing men for the duke of Anjou, waS 
making preparations for a defccnt upon Eng^ 
land ) and he ferioufly advifed her to compro* 
mife all matters with Mary, to which Elizabeth 
feemed to lend a willing can 

^ La Motte, who was at the head of the Fitnch thefeAkai:. 
embaffy, haying prefen ted his credentials, de- rJai^."*" 
fired that the ancient league between Frftnw and 
' Vol. VIII. • • • O • " Scot^ 
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A. 9. JsH* Scotknd fbould be renewed, and ehat Elizibctf^ 
fliould be comprehended in the fame. He csc^ 
patiated upon the great regard and concern of 
his mailer in every thing that related to Jam«s^ 
and mentioned the reports which had gone 
al>road9 as Jf he was under confinement. He 
was feconded by Davifon^ who had likewife the 
character of an embaffador extraordinary ; and 
jflmes was obliged to iay tjiiat he^ was at perfe^ 
liberty. In the mean while, the clergy took 
the alarm upon hearing of the intended com« 
promife between James and his mbtl^er, which 
had been propofcd by the Frent^ embaflhdon 
The churches ^Ung with invectiyiea.agamll th^ 
whQleof ^e negotiation; arid the perfons of 
(^ e«)bsbflilb>rs. were infulted fo, that ^t ym» 
^ih^iS^lt^ La Motte could take a 49msk% 
l»*ye of J^m^^ and he returned home witfeftfll 
fycce^dif\g in any one point of hisnegptiatipfH 
It is reafpna,Ue to believe, that this embafia<« 
dor's d^ps^'ture gave Elizabeth a f^cret pjeafure^ 
§}^e had fqr fpmp time paft winked at Mary, 
ivho was ftill in thie earl of Shrewibury 's ci#o« 
djT, haying been indulged in enjoying a morf 
f4:ee conre^fidence than foraierly with he^ 
ffiiends, both ii) Great-Britain and upon th9 
qpnti^nti and ti^f r^adc^*^ ip the noteSj,^ ^lU 

• *« Whereas I have been eeitainl^ aciveitifed that my fon w 
Hspracd liy JQBhck«9 (^ I myfelf alfo m» fome years fuioe) out 
of ^juft.feR|-, jeft he (hould undcrgp th^ fame copampiK c»ndi- 
• tion of infeljcity with myfelf, I canaot bat make my woful com- 
fUittU* a«d iisirrint thic iame (if it miay be) la your confdciice^ 
tl)at Al^ my innoccSce may appear to pofterity, apd their i^io- 
"' ' ' ' XQihy, 
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will' find one of ^hc moft moving as well as inf^ A.D.iiS|, 
portant letters to be met with in hiftory, which 

'^tiy, by whofe nnjiift dealings I am moft undeTervedlj bro^g^ 
into tltefe miieriet.. But feeing their cunning pra^ices and de^ 
vices (though never (6 wicked) have hitherto been of more ere* 
clit with you than my moft juft complaints^ and your might mi^ 
feem to overcome right, and force to opprefs and bear dow^ 
tru;kh among men i I will appeal to the ever living God, in whoni 
only I acknowledge a power and dominion over ^ us, that act 
princes of equal jurifdi£^ion, degree, and authont)*^ And upon 
liim.will I call, (with whom there will be no |4ace for craft or 
fraud) that in the laft day he will reward us according to our 
deierts one towards another, howfoever my adverfaries know, in 
tbt.mean ti^ie^ hpw.to cloak their treacherous dealings before 
men (and haply before you). In his name, therefore, and as i| 
were before his tribunal feat, I call to your remembrance by 
what cunniiqr artifices <fome, who were employed in your name, 
drew the Scots, my fubjeas, into rebellion againft me, whilft | 
lived in Scothmd, ajid gave rife to all thofe mifchiefs which have 
happened there ever fince. Which (to omit other proofs) is cef 
tainly known, by evident teftiraonies to be produced, and by 
confeffion out of Morton's own mouthy who, on that accouoH 
advaaocd to honour. Againft whom, if I bad proceeded ^ac- 
fordi^g io law and jnftice, and you had not aided my rebelsj 
they could not have ftood out long againft me and liiy friends* 

«• Whilft I was kept in prifon at Lochlcvin, Sir Nicholas 
Throgmorton was a means to pcrfuade me, in your name, to fet 
my band to a writing, and refign the kingdom } which writing 
h< affirmed would be invalid i and fo the whole world has takei^ 
It to be, till you affifted the authors of the faid inftrument readily 
with your favour and countenance, as alio with an armed pow^» 
And tell me, bona fide, would you acknowledge fuch aa au. 
thority and power of your fubjefts over you ? Yet thereby waa 
jj^ r^, authority taken from me, and that by your advice and 

' afliftaoce j and my kingdom^ tranflated to my fon, who was then, » 
in relpea of his age, incapable thereof. And when I myfclf wa^ 
not long fince determined to confirm the kingdom to him laW'* 
fully; he was forcibly felled on by certain traitors, who, with* 
out queftion, puipofed to deprive him (as they had done me)^ 
the lungdom^ if not of his life alfo. 
** After I had made an elcape out of Lochlevin, and was ,fum 

' ready to give tl^e rebels battle, I craved your aid, feeding badi 
thai dmond m^Al had |S»nnerly r^c^vcd frwf «V» i^ plcf^g* 

Oa of 
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^•P*i5>3. £hc\«h-oteat this time to- EtiziBeth. 'Pcrh^p$ 
no ilvoman biit Elizabeth- herfcif could haVa 

pf your lore, with large prpmifes of afliftance a|;a}nLfl my rebels! 
time after time renewed j giving me alfo tfien your feithfuj 
-word, that if I would betake rayfelf to you, you would come to 
the borders, and affifl: me in your own phKon, I relying; upbii 
this your promife fo often repeated, (though thofe you employed 
had many times deceived me with fair words) refolved to fly to 
you in my advcrfity, as to a facred* anchor. And certainly fo I 
had/ had I found as eafy accefs to you, as my rebels againft me 
. have always had. But tJeford I could come to you, I was ftized 
upon, clapt into cuftody, fhut up in ftrong holds, and have ever 
iince endured affli6l^tons more bitter than death itfelf. 
- " I know you will hit me in the teeth with what paffed be- 
twixt' me and the duke of Norfolk ; yet I deny that that was 
any way prf^judicial to you or your kingdom. For it was ap- 
proved of by the chief counfellors of the realm of England, and 
confirmed by their fubfcriptions, which may be produced, who 
alfo gavp an aflured promife of your confent. And how (I pray 
• you) co.ul4 men of that quality promife your confeht to that 
Which' would deprive you' of life, honour, and your diadem ? 
Yet would you have all thcfe things believed by all men. 

M But when fbrae of my faid rebels repented, when li was too 
late, and perceived more palpably, by the conference between 
our commijfioners at York, how injurioufly I was dealt withal, 
they were prefcntly befieged by your forces in the caftle of 
Edinburgh ) and two of the chief of them were miferably be- 
reaved of their lives 5 one by poifon, the other by the gallows. 
And this, after I had, at your requeft, caufed them, more than 
once, to lay down their arms, in hopes of peace, which God 
Jchows whether my adverfaries ever intended. 

y* Eipm that time forward, I determined ifrith myfelf to try 
whether I could, fcy my patience, mitigate others rigour, by 
bearing quietly all tjiings which fhould be inflifted on a captive 
queen; yet have I now, for this whole year, been quite de- 
barred from all intercourfe with my fon, cither by letters or 
meffengcrs ; that fo if it wcr^ poflible, the fon might be rent 
and divided from his mother by a fad and woful alienation of 
alFeftions. 

** Conditions of peace and concord to be made betwixt us I 

Jjave often propotindedlc ''At Chatfvrorth, eleven years, firice, 

-ifith your commiffibners, and with yourfelfby the embafla^ors 

p{||kC me0 €)U^aii4c^ng and my own > and the laft iviBter witk 

* ■■•••-•. ' -- J , 
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feMed the afFeftittg'doqiieace which Mary cm** A.d.isSjv 
ployed in that coi^pofition. Her reafcning 

Bcal, haye I dealt therein (incci-cly. But thofe conditions have 
been always rejeSed, delays fought and interpofed, my aftions and 
endeavours mifconftrued, and the iincerc affedions of my 9ii»d 
ftill condemned. And of my long patience, I have reaped m> . 
ether fruit, than that by a certain pr^fciiption it grew to a cuf- 
tom, that I was every day more roughly handled than cither* .' 
IThefe things, verily, I am no longer able to endure : and how* 
jfoever it fall out, if I die, I will make kno^i^n the authors of«my 
death ; and if I live, I (ball, I hope, caufe all wick^ contn* 
dances and calumnies againft me to ceafe, that I may psA the 
reft of my J 1 fe in greater quiet and tranquillity. 
• ** Wherefore, to take away all mifunderftandings betwixt us, 
Ut the teftimonies of the Spaniards, that were lately taken pri- 
ibners in Ireland, be produced againft me j let the examinatioii 
of the jefuits be brought forth ^ let every man have liberty to 
accufe me publicly 5 fo as I, in like numner, may have liberty 
fiUowed me to defend myfelf, and not be condemned unheard. 
The bafeil malefactors and prifoners are allowed their defence ; 
. ind their aj:cufers brought before them face to face. And why 
am not I fo dealt withal, who am an anointed^ queen, in blood 
moft nearly allied to you, and next to jfou the lawftil heir to the 
crown ? And this laft is what above all Vexes and troubles my 
adverfaries, who labour to fef us two at variance. Alas 1. there 
is no rcafon this (Hould trouble them. I call God and my ho- 
nour to witnefs, that I have for this long time thought of.no 
other kingdom, but that of heaven. Yet are you bound in 
confcience, and obliged both in regard of your duty and joftice, 
not to prejudice my fon's undoubted title after my death, nor ta 
further the fecret contrivances of thofe, who, both in EngCanJT 
and Scotland, labour, tooth and nail, the deftruClion of me. and 
my Ton 5 and is more than too apparent by the caiTiage of your 
meiTengers in Scotland, who have behaved themfelves feditioufly 
chough (unknown to you, no doubt, though Huntington has 
bufily beftirred himfelf therein). 

" Is this reafon, that I, who am a mother, (hould be prohU 
bited not only to advife my oppreffed fon, but.fo much as to un- 
derftand ui what condition he is ? Had thofe meifengers been 
fent for my fon*s good, happy, if they had taken my advke 
along vtrith them, they might have been more welcome to him 
for my fake $ certsdnly you had obliged me the more clofely to 
you. Neither was there any reafon why you fhould fo careftdly 
conceal their fending, or quite taken from me,, at that time, alT ' 
]ifc of my liberty, ■ But, to fpeak freely, I hcfecdi you to employ 
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i^i>. i5i3« vas fo firoog, and the fa&s flie brought weM 
ib ilubborn^ that even EUi^abeth h^rfi^f &emed 

BO more fuch wmfters in Scottidi niatters* Fcr tho^gb C^rf 
{I think) would undertake nothing unbefeeming bimfelf an^ bia 
honour, yat can I promiie myielf no good, of Huntington, by 
roafi>n of bif bad bebavlour towards iiie» ' 

** Therefore I do earneftly inlxeat yojo, by the near kindred 
that is betifrixt ut, to have a ferious care in my fon^t fafety, t« 
intermeddle no sttore in Scottifli' matters^ wititout acqUaintinJI 
nm or the French king } ind to efteem tboTe for no beUer tba« 
tiaiton wh6 det^n ray fon in coAody, and conftrain .him^ againft 
bis Willi to do what they lift. In brief, I beieech you by th^ 
crofs and pafiion of Chrift our redeemer, that i may now, aftor 
to many years nfftndnt, be reftored to my liberty ii^on reifon.* 
iaMe conditions r and may, for the fmsdl remainder of my tiB^ 
svfriAi my decayed body fomewhore out of England^ afUr lb 
lang grief and languifhifig in prifoa. So ihall you oblige jnie 
and mine, and e^ecially my (on to yon for ever. And this i 
wi)l never ceafe to beg of you, with all earneftnefs, till you grant 
it me : and that which moves me fo earneftly to crave it, is the 
aili£led ftate of my body and health. Take order, therefon;^ 
that I may hereafter be more courteoufly uiedi otherwise, in 
plain terms, I ftail notbe able to endure it ; and put me not ofi 
to any other doom or fentence than your own, Whatibev^ 
thereafter (hall befall me, good or ill, I ihdll take it to come from 
yonrfdf alone. Vouchlafe me this favour, that I may under- 
iland your mind from yourfdf, either by a (hort letter, or by the 
Trettdti embaflador. I cannot reft fatisiied with thofe things 
which the earl of Shrewsbury tells me, cohiidering that they ato 
iritered every day. When I wrote of late to your council, yott 
Isiflied me to acquaint yourfelf only with my bufineis (but there. 
uras no reafon for you to gran): them fo large an Authority over 
»e, to trouble and afflift me). Yet I cannot but fear that fome 
of them, who are my adverfaries, have procured this, left the 
veft, when they ihonld have heard my'}uft complaints, ihoul^ 
:oppofe them, in regard as well of your honour, as of their owa 
duty towai'ds you. It sow remains that I make this fpecial re^ 
^ucft fo yoo, that my mind being taken up with the thoughts oC 
another life, I may have fome reverend catholic prieft allowed 
|Be, who may dsre6^ me in m^ religion, for my foul's health. 
This laft office is not to be denied to the pooreft wretches of tho 
meaneft condition. To foreign princes embaftadors you allowi 
the cxercife of their religion, and I freely granted it to my fob"* 
je&s of a different religion. If this be denied me, (I hope) I fliall 
)af^ excnied before God $ but my a4vcrrajric$ (1 fcsr} trill nc^ 

efcape 
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to be touched ; and flie fent ]6*al, tht'-ctetkr'oi ^*»5«* 
ker couttcil j ■ to cotnisune with Mary^ aa^ ths fab<' 

tfcape uopunifteEl. Qevti^nly it will be a preceident for otitife 
princes of Cbriftendom to ujfe the. like feverity towards their fiib-. 
j^^of a dilfei'tBt. roli^onr if this Hgor be Rtewed^tq ine> whir^ 
am an abfolute pnivc^fs^ a94 y<mr n^sreft kinrvnoi^af^. For^ 1} 
am, and Ho i (hall be as long as I live^, whether my. adverfadef 
wiH or noi '■ and though they be never io ill-ptea^d' tnd diffikth««> 
M at' it; To Jaa^ n^ l)QiAoid bcreaifd, .] ^&re.nQt.i ;b»it^.fi 
^m neceflltated to deiir*you tbat I may have tw^ waiting.wow 
men anx>wed me, whom I (hall have needi of in tlils my w^tfc* 
con^tioii s aad^ let not my enamies. fatisfy. 'thiun oislicfc atid' 
triielty in hindering- me of {jf> fqiaU a. cPurtefy.- , Wheirea* I am 
privately accufed by the earl of ShreWfbury, that, cantrary to 
What I promifed to BiaS, i bavt^ealt With my ibil a^6ut coMtf.-^ 
^B ^ ^^^ iAt<^ Scotland; to Urn. wixhoMt, yew, .pnylty ;. l b^ "^ 
ieech you believe not^ QeaVs fuggeftiotis ; J promised i]|othin|; but, 
an certaiii conditi^na,^ to wMich'I-aiii'iiot at-a}l tSod^ tnte(atho(^ 
cm ;^u^ part be periqrq^ed byv yoa* $inc^. tfia^^tU^A I tewa ticr 
ceived no anfu^er, and a deep filence has enfued touching thcrfb 
mattery ; but the practices and contrivances ia. S<;^land|, to ^e 
4eftrudion of roe and my ion, have bpen cohtjnuejl.. TKisfo 
long a filence I could noi conllrue any thin^ elfe but a flat 'de^ 
uTal, which I flgniiied to you and your cOuricil'by letters. What 
*the French king and his mother impacted tOf^me,^ I have, trulf 
aind inffciiuonfly acquainted ytm. withal, and, ai^ci^' your (;oun(<riL' 
Ui it^ but I have not he'ard (9 much as a word from you. , T& 
J^bmit myfelf tq your advice,' foUchiijg my affiirs aiid my 'coun« 
try, before Ilcnew what manner of adyiCejjt would be, I neycr 
intended ; for this rmght feem- a piece of extreme fpllf* How 
tay advcrfarics; in. Scotland triumph over me and niy captive foa^ 
ft not unknown to you. For. my part, I hav^ attempted noddim^-^ 
thei-e whiclrmay prejudice ypvi : what 1 haye done has ^b^en f6r 
)irocuring a folld peace in that, kingdom 5 wherea(i lure^rflibuljl^ 
have as great a cafe as yourco^Jincil 5 for I !lrtitir mbri interefted^ 
tlcreiu tha^ fhey. I d^flredi' with all my hea;^, to gratify infr 
lbii*by confirming to him the title of kingj'.^d to bury all^dl(5i'' 
cords in oblivion ^ Is ttd$ to fnatch away tlti dt'ad^ ft^ift mf 
^fbn? But my adverfari^s*, and the adverfaries of my family* 
would xvot^have it cdntrn^ed* to him. This they envy hnot 
whilftjthey carry a witneft againft themfelves in their own breaft, 
and by'reaibn of' their guilty confcience miftruft their own 
Cbniidfehv . • -^ 

« let 
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s^p.ifip^ jcft'of her comphints. She could not hiv0 
pitched oa a more improper msmfor fiich an 
offitee^ for he was four, wafpifli, and unfeeling* 
He delivered to Mary, however, what he had 
in charge, and found h^r fa qompUable to, all 
Elizabeth's defires, that upon his report, it was 
debated in council, whether Mary Ihould not 
Be immediately fet at liberty* That was thought 
improper,, except upou the following, terms : 
^Mf ihe and her fon would promife to attempt 
Uothing which might be prejudicial to queen 
Elizabeth, or the realm of England. If ihc> 
would acknowledge, that whatever was done 
by her huiband Francis II« king of France, 
againft queen Elizabeth, was done againft her 

** Let not thcfe and others my adverfaries fo far' blind your 
tyes,\si% that, while you live and fee it, they bring your liearei 
Kindred to tli^ir graves, and undermine both crowns j for the 
that purpofe certainly do they carry on their wicked pradlices, 
againft me, againft my fon, and perhaps againft ' yoiiffelf too^ 
Can it be any advantage or credit to you, tliat by their meansj 
I'and my fon, and you and yourfclves, are fo lopg deprived o( 
one another ? Recall, yourfelf to your. innate mildnei^ and lenity., 
l^efume your natural difpoiition ;jtnd< a^ you are a princefsf. 
foften your fpirit, and difpofe it to lay afide all difpleafure to-' 
wards, me, a. princefs fo nearly related to you in blood, and fa 
loving to you ; that thefe matters being compounded betwixt us^^ 
Ijmay the more quietljr depart this life, and the groans and %h^ 
rf my alHifled foul may not afcend up to God. To whofe ma-^ 
jiJiy I offer up jaiy dajly prayers, befeechiag him, that thefe my 
)uft complaints and vroful lamentations^n^ay now at lex^^th find^ 
jigjird with you. 'At. Sheffield, Nov. 8.'i 581; 
.^ . V 'V Your moft difconfolate, 

*,. . ^ ... ,; . «. Neareft kinfwom^n* *, ., 

*7 . ' .l,"j * ' ^ And aflfeftioniite,SiI|t?r, , ', 

^ ;.. ' .^ ..... , . Mary, ^ueen." 

' Cambden, p. 4891 490*^ 

' ••■•■ • . ' ■ ■■ "will 
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Will, and would utterly difclaim the fame ad a.^^ >s<3V 
UDJuft, confirm the treaty of Edinburgh, and 
condemn all unfair attempts ever fince, by in* 
genuoufly renouncing them. If ihe would be 
bound to contrive or act nothing, dire£Uy or 
indiredly, againft the government of the king* 
domi of England, in either ecclefiaftical or civil 
matters, but oppole all fuch as Ihould any ways 
attempt the faofie, as public enemies. If ihe* 
would forbear to claim any right to the king* 
dom of England, during queen Elizabeth's life, 
ud afterwards be content to refer the. title of 
fucceilion to the judgment of the parliament of 
England. If (to the end there might be no 
place left for prevarication, and that ihe might 
not hereafter alledge, that ihe condefcended to 
the conditions being a prifoner and conilrained 
thereto) Ihc would not only fwear to thefe con- 
ditions herfelf, but would alfo procure the 
eilates of Scotland to confirm them by public 
authority, and the king to ratify them, by oath 
and a vn'iting, and hoilages to be given for the 
performance of them.** 

The reader may perceive, from the above ^wo^J>y 
conditions, that the afibciatiiig Mary with her 
fon in the government, was to be referred to 
die king and parliament of Scotland ; but Beal 
moft tyrannically exaded of Mary a verbal pro- 
mife, that ihe woul4 no» even treat with her 
fon concerning that affociation without Eliza- 
beth's privity; When Mary was upbraided af- 

VoL. VIIL P terwards 
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A, ft. 15(3. terwards with this protnife, Reaffirmed that it 
was only conditional, and that it was void, be- 
caufe the terms upon which ihe had made it, 
had not been fulfilled. The aflbciated lords in 
Scotland, feeing the treaty between Mary and 
Elizabeth fo far advanced, gave themfelves up 
for loft, if they did not prevent its confe- 
quences; and nothing was fo proper for that 
purpofe as an embafly to Elizabeth. James 
grew every day more and more impatient of 
reftraint, but his natural timidity led him to 
approve of the groffeft affronts offered to his z\x^ 
thority by his keepers, and he had even written 
letters to Elizabeth approving of all they had 
done, and declaring that he was at perfed Vl* 
berty. They could not, however, prevent the 
earls of Argyle and Montrofe, and other noble^* 
men, who difliked the affbciation, from h^^i^S 
frequent accefs to James, who opened J^ mind 
to them, and informed them that hefVas rt* 
folved to riik ev-ery thing to recover his fret*- 
dom. 
Embaffa- Colonel Stuart, who commanded the king*^ 
SiSS for ga^d^ and was a favourite with James, and Mn 
J2,?"' John Colvil, a man of very oppofite principles, 
tfrtre named by James as his embafladors to the 
Engliflk court. They were infirudedto dt^ 
mand from Elizabeth the reftitution of the Le^ 
nos: ellate, and dll the arrears due upon it, from 
the court of wards, and to offer to confult 
her concerning their king's marriage j but Col- 
vil 
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vilwat fecretly inftrafted to acquaint Elizabeth a. p. 1533* 
tliat the Scotch nobility never conld be brought 
to agree to the affociationof Mary with her foa 
in the government. This piece of intelligence 
vaa highly agreeable to Elizabeth ; and the c^n 
variance that fubfifted between the two embaf- 
iadars, ferved her as a pretext for giving no 
definitive anfwer to their commifflon ; fo that 
the treaty for Mary's liberty was now entirely 
at a ftand. Mary complained of this a$ well as c^ 
Elizabeth's breach of promife, and entered into 
a fecret negociation with James hlmfelf eon^ 
cerning the affociation ; which coming to £3iza<^ 
beth's knowledge^ Ihe moft unjuftly upbraided 
Mary for duplicity. 

Upon the return of the two embafladors, the J*«« ^^* 
one made a report different from that of the from the tf* 
other, which rendered James more than ever *'**' 
. anxious to tSeA his own deliv^ance. About 
this time certain intelfigence arrived at hi^ 
court of the duke of Lenox's death, and of hit 
dying in the proteftant religion, having refufed 
to fuffisr a Roman catholic clergyman to attend 
him ia his laft monMnts. James took care that 
this news ihould be fully publiflied; and it iemna 
to havenutdeaconfiderable impreffion, particu- 
lariy upon the eaxl of Gowry, who was one of 
the duke's greateft enemiesJ Hi$ death freed 
the hurds from thcar apprehenfions of his iud^ 
denly returning; fo that James waa left ^are- 
fnlly guisirded than before, elpeciaUy as they 

P a knew 
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A.D.i5f3. knew that the earl of Arrati was extremely «Kf- 
agrdeable to all parties. In May, James having- 
fettled the plan of his deliverance, ordered a* 
convention to be held at St. Andrew's, and the 
earls of Argyle, Huntley, Montroft, Crawford, 
Rothes; and March, to be fummoned to it by 
jfarticular letters: Few or none of the affociated 
Jords were then tft court ; and James left Edin-f 
burgh with an intention to make a progrefs 
through Fifelhire and fome of the neighbouring 
eounties, before the convention met. When he 
arrived at Falkland, he imparted his fcheme of 
an efcape to colonel Stuart ; and,^ on pretence of 
paying a vifit to the earl of March, who refided 
at St. Andrew's, J^e flipt into the caftle, and 
immediately ordered the gates to be fhiit. Next 
morning the earls of Argyle, Marfhal, Mon- 
trofe, and Rothes, w^iited upon him at hi« 
Weei and were gracioufly received. The co- 
lonel interceded ftrongly for the earl of Gowry, 
and he too was admitted with fome difficulty, 
after profeffing his forrow for what had paffcd, 
and aficing on his knees his majefty's pardon, 
for the part he had acted in his detention at 
Ruthven. The king continued for fdme time 
in the caftle, where the convention fat ; but 
'none pf the aflbciated lords, except Gowry, 
Moyf^i. were prefent A proclamation was iffued, in- 
dettiuifying colonel Stpart for the&rvice he 
had doiie the king in his deliverance, and new 
privy-coupfcUor?, who were to attend James, 
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were named. Thdfe were the earls of Argflc, ^•^' •$%• 
March, Mariflial, Montrofc, Rothes, Gov?ry» l'^"^^ 
together with the officers of ilate, the fecre^ 
tary, comptroller^ clerk-regiiler, juftice^derky 
privy.feal, and advocate ; and no others to re- 
pair unto his majcfty till t:hey were feut for bjr: 
his highnefs, or had fpeci:^ errands of their 
own« Anothei* proclamation was ifiued, fixing 
the numbers of attendants upon: thofe who re«: 
paired to ipourt, viz. ^f teen with an earl, ai: 
miany with a biihop, ten with a lord, the fame 
number with an abbot or prior, and. fix with, 
a baron. If .we are to believe the author of Mel-^ 
vil's Memoirs, the aflbciated lords were upon^ 
the poidtof making James qnce more apri-, 
foner, had not the earl of March, the gender 
men of Fifeihire, and the provoft of St. An- 
drew's, interpofed, and put James in full pof-* 
ieffion of the cafile. ! James having adjoumed; 
the convention to Perth, was at great pains to 
reconcile all the nobility who were about hta 
per(bn ; and where that could not be efieSedft 
he ordered them to withdraw to their re^ec* 
tive habitations. The carl of Arran earnedly 
defired leave to wait u[)on James, but at firft tfai? 
favour was denied him; till the lords confider- 
ing that he might be of ufe againfi the oppofitc 
party^ he was permitted to come to court, and 
to have a coqfideiablc ihare in th^ management^ 
ofaflf^irs. 

Few 
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*.». t5«j. Few young piincas, fufro^nded by nobles of 
^^^^ diffiswntfaftioMt would have behaved with the 
^ wlGdbxn and mQderatiQn which James, notwith-^ 
landing his high provocatious, difcovered oa 
this occafion. He pubUfhed a declaration, ex^ 
preiling his fenfibility of the force that had been 
put Upon his perfon at Ruthven,' and the trea^ 
femable proceedings of the lord9 during his con*^^ 
fincment ; but at the fame time indemnifying 
and pavdoAing all that had pafied ; provided the 
delinquents aflced forgivenefs in proper time, and 
defifted from farther treafonable attempts. But 
this mild meafure had little eSe&. The beft 
friends of the king fiomached the reftota^' 
tioK of Arran, and the afcendency he had re^ 
covered in his mafter'^ eouncils. James, of 
hio^felf, was but toc^ apt to abandon himfelf to 
the guidance of his favourites^ efpeciaBy when» 
Bise Arran, they undertook to eafe him of the 
fetigue of attending the eomicil-board^ and 
promifed to report to bim all the proccedinga 
t&ere, af t«r his return fit>m his diverfion. The 
firft nfc Arran Jnade of his crodit, was to dog 
the knlemnity, which ^ had been already pro-* 
claimed by new conditions^ obliging the parties 
to take out ifpeeial pardons, and by other com^ 
pliancies^ which m fydc defeated all the ends of 
the king's moderation/ James, when informed 
by his fi^ends ol thofe proceedings, ihewed di&- 
pofiticrns to check thenr; but they were over» 
ruled by Arran, whofe imperious, and, at the 
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fame time» iafintiatihg manner he coukl tiot. A^mijsjk 
cdntrouL The noblemen and theif friends, xm 
the other hand, thought themfelves fafc un- 
der the t>roelamations that had been publiih* 
ed, and refufed to comply with Arran's arbi- s^tftwoto 
trary demands. Upon this the earl, of Angusi 
was confined beyond Spey ; John Levingfton of 
Dunypace, and Patrick Drummond of Camotk^ 
in the county of Galloway ; Lochleven and 
Buchan in Invemefs; the mailer of GlamiSt 
the abbot of Dumfermling, and lord of Cleifh» 
were charged to enter themfelves into the caftle 
of Dumbritton; William, commendator of 
Paifley, in Blackneft ; and Mr. John Colvil com* 
manded to l^ep ward in Edinburgh* 

From thofe, and many other feverities in^^ ^^[^^ ^ 
flirted upon other perfons at court, it appeaml 
that Arran and his wife intended to intfoduce 
a new fst of domefUcs to James, who (houM be 
totally at their devotion. A tanvention was 
fummoned to meet at St Andrew^s upon the 
fifteenth of Auguft ; and that which had afleai* . 
bled at Perth rendered it a capital felony for 
any one to report that the duke of iJtntA did 
not die a good and a fincere proteftant of the 
church of Scotland. Another prodamatioti tt* 
capitulated all the circumflances 6f the king"^ 
detention and imprifonme^t at Rat^ven; and 
a third ftriftly charged all and fundry his high^ 
ne£i's fubjeds, betwixt fixty aftd fifteen .^eaiK| 
within the fiieriffdMCi af Tih^ to meet hi^ ma^ 
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4.0.158$. jefiy in Falkland upon the twenty-fourth A^y 
of Augufty well armedy with fifteen days pro- 
yifions; and to remain with his highnefs a cer* 
tain fpace^ under the pain of death, lands, and 
goods. Thofe proclamations, equally Udiculous 
^ they were cruel, evinced the ferocity which 
the public diftradlions had ftamped upon the 
minds of different parties, who in their turns, 
when they got hold of power, were as arbitrary 
and inhuman as their predeceflbrs in Office. 
The reafon of the lafi proclamation was becaufe 
all the profcribed noblemen and gentlemen, 
ex,cepting the earl of Angus, had difregarded 
the orders which had been publifhed for their 
furrendering themfelves, and had therefore 
been declared rebels. The higheft drain, how- 
-ever, of Arran's authority, feems to have been 
an oath which he impofed upon all the king's 
domeftics, not only that they would abftain 
from all correfpondence with the rebels, but 
with all who were known to be in his ma- 
jefty's mal (bad) grace, 
iiinbeth Elizabeth, who was never at a lofs for pre- 
^^a^ texts either to break off* or fufpend any treaty, 
- - ^ ^"^ cfpecially with Mary, laid to her charge cer- 
tain popifh praftices which were then difco- 
yered. Her faithful fpy, the earl of Shrewf- 
bury, Mary's keeper, did not fail to acquaint 
her with all the particulars of the late revolu- 
tions in the Scotch court, and of the ftrift 
correfpondence which Mary kept up with the 

pope 
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pope and the king of Spain. Elizabeth, upon ^'^''S^s* 
this, wrote James a letter *, whiqh the reader 
will find in the notes, in as fevere authorita?- 

• '* Among your many ftudies, my dear brother and coufin> . 
I wilh Socratc3's noble leifon were not forgotten, that -wills the' 
emperor, his fbvereign, to make his words of more account than 
other men do their oaths, ^ as meeteft en%ns to (hew the trueft 
badge of a prince''8 arms. It moveth me much to moan -you, 
when I behold bow diverdy fundry wicked fpirits abftraifc your 
mind, and bend, your coudle to crooked paths and evil illufioAs» 
wrapt under the cloak of your beft good. How can it be that' 
. you can fuppofe an honourable and fatisfa^tory anfwer can be 
made unto me, when all your af^ings gain fay your former tows f^ 
You deal with one whofe experience will not take drofs for good 
payment, and with one wlu> will not be eafily beguiled, ^o, no t 
I mind to fend to fchool your craftieft coimfellors. I am forry^ 
to find you bent to wrong yourfelf, in thinking to injure others. 
Yea, thofe, who if they had taken; the' opportunity in thei^ 
hands, they might have done you more prejudice than a thou- 
fimd fuch mens lives be worth, who perfuade you to avow fuch 
deeds, as to oblige the beft deferving.of your fubjedts to demand' 
a faultlefe pardon. Why do you forget what you wrote to my- 
fclf with your own hand, fhewing how dangerous a coUrfe the. 
duke was entered, though you feemed to excufe' him, as if he 
had intended no evil therein § and yet you would not make 
them guilty who. delivered you therefrom. I hope you more - 
efteem your honour than to give it fuch a ftain, iince you have 
fo often protefted, that you was refolved to notice thefe lords as 
your moft affed^ionate fubje6ls, in the full perfuaiion, that all 
they had done was by them intended for your advantage. To 
conclude, I befeech you proceed no further in this courfe, till 
you receive an exprefs meflengcr, a trufty fervant of minej by 
whom I intend to deal as an affectionate fifter with you, as^ one 
from whom you may fee you ihall receive honour and content- 
ment, with more iiirety to youdelf and ftate, than by following 
the pernicious cDunfels of thefe crafty diffembling counfcllors, 
99 knows the Lord, to whofe fafe keeping I do commit y6u. 

*« Your moft aiTured, ' 
« And feithfulleft fifter, 
" And couiin, 
« Elizabeth.'' 
See Melvirs Memoirs, p. 140. 

VoL.Vni. Q tivc 
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A.l>.i583. tive terms, as a fchoolmiftrefs could write ta 
an ofFendiBg pupil. James was not infenfible 
of the indignity offered him ; and ordered Sir 
James Melvil to anfwer it, which he did }n 
very becoming terms, but in a like ftrain pf pe- 
dantry. In this anfwer, he very properly 
takes notice, that the intimation he had whif* 
pered to her coufin Gary, at his audience, 
QUghtto have convinced her, that the feem-^ 
ing fatisfa&ion he had exprefTed at the conduct 
pf the affociated lords had been extorted from 
him by feajr. Elizabeth was not infenfible that 
the court of France, and Mary herfelf, would 
do any thing to prevent James from again 
falling under Englifti influence; and flie thought 
the juncture fo critical, that fhe refalved to 
employ the ableft minifter flie had,^ the cele- 
brated Sir Francis Walfingham, as her embaf-* 
fador extraordinary to James. 

by Sir That ftatefman was then fo much indifpofed. 



Francis 



waifing- that Bowes, the Englifli refident, had prefented 
to James Elizabeth's letten Waliingham, upon 
his riecovcry, fet out for Scotland, and arrived 
at Falkland, the king's favourite place of refi- 
dence, the firft of September, with no few« 
than a hundred and twenty horfe in his train. 
What^rduld induce fo frugal a pcinc€& as i^ii^ 
zabeth to fend James fo pompous an embafly, is 
ftill a fecret. Some have, with an appearance 
of reafou^ conjeftured that he was commif* 
fioned to propofe a penfio<i to James^ and that 

he 
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beihould be immediately declared heir to the a. 0.1513, 
crown of England after Elizabeth, provided 
he would put himfelf entirely under .her gq- 
vernance { but that finding James iXrhoUy en- 
grofled by the ear! of Arran, he did not thitik 
proper to open his inftru£fcioo«. Perhaps Af- 
ran's power might have been fome check upon 
Walfingham ; but it is not likely that fuch a 
minifter as he was would have been deterred 
from executing the commands of a mifirefs, 
who had wrote fuch a letter as we have feen% 
It is therefore moft probable that, befides the 
main bufinefs he was charged with, whatevei' 
it was, Walfingham was pitched upon by Eli- 
zabeth, on account of his penetration, that he 
might difcover that prince's real chara&^r, and 
the extent of his abilities. 

James never appeared in a more advantage- ^f '^^^"]*" 
cus point of light than he did in the audience <*^«*«<^- 
he gave to Walfingham. That minifter^ upon 
his arrival^ found all the Englifli party in 
Scotland either in prifon, profcribed, or driven 
into exile, notwithftanding all the z&s that 
had pafied, bath in church and fiate, for their 
indemnification. Walfingham, in the firft part 
of his audience, talked pretty much in the 
ftrain of Elizabeth's letter, as if the king had 
been guilty of a breach of promife in read- 
mitting Arran to bis councils, and driving hift 
beft friends, the lords of the Engliih faction, 
from hi( qourt, Jam^ anfwered with great 
<^^ dignity 



ti6 THEHISTORY 

A.D.t5«3. dignity that he was a fovereign prince, and as 
little accountable to Elizabeth for his actions, 
as flic was to him for her conduct. As to his 
promife^ he faid it had been extorted from 
him» and therefore did not bind him ; that he 
had freely oflFered to pardon his ofiending fub- 
jefts upon the acknowledgment of their of- 
fence, and promife of amendment, which he 
would faithfully obferve: expecting of the 
queen his lifter that neighbourhood which be- 
came princes living in amity and friendfliip; 
and that flie would not countenance his fub- 
jefts in their rebellion. Walfingham replied in 
this remarkable manner : « Sir, the queen, my 
miftrefs, would never meddle with your af- 
fairs but to work your good and quietnefs." 
He then complained that one Holt, an Englifli 
jefult, who had been concerned in treafonablc 
practices againft Eliisabeth, had been fuffered, 
at the requifition of the French embaflador, 
to efcape out of Scotland, contrary to pro- 
mife. James denied that he had made any 
fuch promife ; but infifted upon his having as 
much right to refufe to deliver up Holt, as 
Elizabeth had to proteft Archibald Douglas, 
who was known to be a principal aftor in his 
father's murder. Walfingham, who probably 
did not expect fo fpirited an anfwer, declared 
he was fatisfied ; and then the conference was 
turned to fome vague pfopofals for preferving 
the peace, and concluding a new treaty of 

friendfhip 
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friendihip between the two kingdoms; and K^.tihi 
thus the audience ended. The writer of Mel- 
vil's Memoirs mentions other private audiences 
which James gave to Walfingham ; but they 
feem to have been of no confequence, becaufe 
that prince often exprefled his furprize that fo 
able, fo agedy and fo infirm a ftatefman ihould 
be employed in a commiilion of fo little im- 
portance. 

Walfingham, upon taking leave of James, ^^SL 
exprefled the higheft opinion of his parts, 
learning, and (agacity ; and continued in thofe 
fentiments to the time of his death* Mary'is 
fatal cataftrophe was now drawing near. She 
every day pe'rceived frelh obilacles to her de- 
liverance out of prifon j and entered into new 
fcheimes againft Elizabeth, in which flie thought 
herfelf warranted by the cruel treatment Ihe 
had received. It is upon this alone that the 
condiia of Mary is defenfible; and interme- 
diate times have not condemned it. 

During her late treaty with Elizabeth, one Confpim. 
Morgan, a Welchman, who had a moft amaz- zZ^^ 
ing genius for intrigue, though he himfelf was 
a prifoner in the Baftile at Paris, gave Miary 
intelligence of not only what was paffing on 
the continent of Europe, but in Scotland, and 
even in Elizabeth^s own court It was at Mor- 
gan's recommendation that Mary employed 
one Francis Throgmorton, a young man of a 
good family, and pregnant p^rts, tp traniad 

her 
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.AD.tsH* lier stffiirs with Mendoza^ the Spaxkilh embaffs^ 
-dot^ concerning the intended invafion of £ng- 
land, which was to be headed by the duke of 
Guife, and fupported bj the pope ai^ the 
king of Spain. Throgmortoa was totally 
againft any defcent being made upon England^ 
l>ecaiafe he thought, confidering the diicou* 
rageiiients and perfecations of the Roman ca- 
tholic party there, 'if would be impra^cable to 
f aife k fof&cient number of Mary's friends to 
join the invaders ; but he imagined that tlie 
laiiding could be e&ftfed with great advantage 
in Scotland. While thisdifpute lifted, Throg- 
mortoti had drawn up lifts of all the harbours 
in England, and of all the gentl^nen whom 
he thought beft ^Sefted to Mary's caufe and 
reIjgi<Mi. Before any thing was determined, 
Throgmorton's brother, and Charley Paget, 
one 6f the moft faithful of Mary's frienda, 
iorived from France in difguife, to view the 
proper places for a landing in England. It 
may app^^r incredible to the reader, that Eli- 
itabeth and her mimfters were early apprized of 
every ftep taken by the confpirators ; bat they 
fofiered Thrpgmorton and bis affodates to pro 
coed quietly in their fchemes. This happened 
about the time that Beal was treating with 
Mary. The ead of Shrcwfbury and he, by 
Elitsabeth's orders, acquainted Mary diat &e 
was no ftranger .to the ptadtices of her party ; 
|in?t that iheiwas\^iUin^ to^ive hor ber friend> 

Ibip. 
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ffitjp, provided flic would canfefs ill flie knew ATD^tstj, 
concerning the duke of Guife's expedition, 

Mary, from the particulars that had been 
difclofed, eafily faw that Elizabeth was ac» 
quainted with the intrigues of Throgmorton 
and his afibciates ; but flie nobly refiifcd to re- 
veal any particulars, though flie acknowledged 
thfit ihe had taken that concern in the intended 
invafion which her wrongs had diftated; and 
boldly juftified'aH flie had done, inCfting, that 
flie fliould be reftored to liberty, in which cafe 
it was poffible flie might be of fervice to Eliza-^ 
beth. Here we apparently have a key to Wal* 
fingham's myfterious conduft in Scotland ; for 
it is very certain Elizabeth knew that James 
was well acquainted with, and favoured^ the 
intended invafion. Francis Throgmorton was 
at this time negotiating at the German Spa 
with Sir Francis Englefield, an 6xile, and one 
of the heads oJf the Englifli Roman catholics. 
Elizabeth knew of this confultation likewife ; 
and fome wrong-headed Roman catholics^ 
heated into frenzy by the enthufiaftic difcourfes 
of their priefts, having attempted to murder 
either her or Leicefter, flie threw the blame of 
the whole upon Mary and Mendoza, the Spa- 
nifli embaflSidor, whom flie ordered to depart 
out of England. Throgmorton was now re- 
turned to Lonfdon, andfeized at his own houfe 
with all his papers, excepting a fmali cofier, 
tehich he dejEtrOi^fly conveyed to Mendoza, 

before 
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-A^P-iiSj; before the tinp^ fixed for his departure elapfed. 
Among Throglnorton's papers that were feized, 
was that containing the names of the harbours 
iSt for landing foreign troops^ and a lift of the 
Roman catholic gentlemen in England. This 
was thought fufficient evidence for putting hini 
on the rack, which he twice fu£fered ; and the 
excruciating pain overcoming his conftancy, 
he confefiTed whatever his tormentors pleafed. 
Being taken from the rack, he lay for fome 
months in prifbn, fecure, as he thought, from 
being tried for his life, becaufe it had been 
provided, by a ftatute in the thirteenth of the 
queen's reign, that for the feveral crimes there 
reckoned up as high treafon, no perfon IhaU 
be called in queftion, •« unkfs he be thereof 
indicted within fix months next after the fame 
ofience committed ; and ihall not be arraigned 
for the fame, unlefs the ofience be proved by. 
the teftiniony and oath of two fuffiicient wit- 
nefles, or his voluntary confcflion without 
violence." 
tried, con- Notwithftanding this claufe, Throgmorton 
^^^^^* was called to his trial upon the ftatute of the 
twenty-fifth of Edward the third ; upon which 
he retracted bis confeiSon, as^ having been ex- 
torted from him by torture. .This plea did not 
avail him ; for he was tried, and found guilty 
by a jury. Elizabeth's minifters, to palliate fo 
iniquitous a proceeding, which began to make 
a great noife, publifhed a narrative of what 

they 
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they caUed his treafcms ; hut it was far from ^?^'*5«it 
giving faf isfadion to the public^ becaufe it was 
plain that no evidence appeared agaiilft him 
upon his trial, but his own confeflions; upon 
the rack.^ .The fine qualities he difcovered, 
his youtby and th^thardihip of his cafe, moved 
even fbmc of the commiffioners, before whpm 
he was tried, to advife him to fubmit himfelf 
.entirely to Elizabeth's clemency. He accord* 
ingly wrote her a moft moving letter^ and 
copfinned the confeffions which had been ex^ 
,torted from him. This had a very different 
effeft from what he expefted j for the miniftry 
printed the letter and confefiion as a vindication 
of their own ponduft, and £li;zabeth orderedhim 
•to be executed ; but we are told he retxafted l^^ 
at Tyburn all he had confeffed. 

In January 1584, Mendoza, who wa3 ftill in ^^'^ 
England, was examined before Elizabeth's 
council concerning the fhare he had in Throg^ 
morton's treafons. Mendoza treated the charge 
with the utmoft contempt and difdain; and 
boldly recriminated upon Elizabeth all the 
provocations fhe had given his mafier by fup- 
porting his rebels in the Netherlands ; by de- 
taining the treafures taken by Sir Francis 
Drake in times of peace^ by ordering Wal- 
finj^ham to bribe the earl of Weftmoreland^s 
brother to affaffinate don John of Auftria,. and 
many other fa^s. Mendoza's behaviour exaf- 
perated Elizabeth j but flie did not think pro- 

VoL. VIII. R per 
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A.D.i5S4« per to. refent it, arid he withdrew to France. 
Her lenity w^s owing to her not being pre- 
pared for a war with Spain ; for Wade, one of 
faer miniilers, was fen t to Philip :w]th anapo^ 
logy for her behaviour to Mendoza ; but Philip 
refufed to fee him, and he retiirned to Eng- 
land. 

The ixnhappy Mary was now grown liot only 
impatient, but infirm under her confinement ; 
and thought that this was a favourable junc- 
ture^ ibr cfnce more attempting her deliverance. 
Elizabeth^ fiiil unwilling to break with Spain^ 
tt^^mth employed Wade to treat with her ; and his rc- 
^"^ port gave Elizabeth great fatisfaftion.. Maq^ 
promifed to break off all her connexions iiriSdi 
Spaiu; to rely entirely upon Elizabeth's Aitnd- 
Ihip ; to prevail with her fon to recal thi lOrds 
of the Eaglifli party in Scotland to his^otlrt j 
and to order the bifliop of Rofs, and Ker Mh'^ 
agents a^brdad, to difcontinue all their pta^icos 
againft Elizabeth's perfon and gov^rtttnent; 
and that Elizabeth fliould have the honour of 
pu.bli£hirig.her ajTociation with her fon ixt thp 
throne. : It is-imppffible to pronounce with -aA^ 
certainty upon a matter fo queftionable as 
Elizabeth's fincerity, particularly w^th regard 
to .Mary ; but when the latter was alked ty 
Wade about the particulars of the .-fj^ke of 
Gyife's expedition, Ihe refufed to make -any 
difcoveries till Ihe was. at liberty. We cannot 
acquit Mary from diffimulation on her part, 

:^ though. 



O F S C O TL A N D. 123 

though it certainly was more d^fenfiblc than ^.n.i^?^. 
that of EUs^abeth, becaufe there is no evidence 
of her infincerity while flie had any hopes that 
the aflurances which had been given her would 
<be performed. 

Elizabeth herftlf feems to have been fenfible ^/'^^ «»- 

Tafion pro- 
of this by the frequent renewals of her treaties j«^«^ 

with Mary j but flie now made difcoveries 
which gave her great difquiet. One Crcigh- 
ton, a Scotch jefuit, was employed by Mary 
as her agent to foUicit the fum of twelve thou- 
sand ducatSy which had been promifed her, 
^nd in which he fucceeded ; for (he paoney was 
paid to a jefuit belonging to the duke of 
Guife. During the courfe of his fQllicitation 
at Rome, he drew up a plaufible fcheme for in* 
vading England, and railing a civil war. there. 
Th6 ihip which carried him In his return from 
Kome, happening to fall in with a Dutch pri- 
vateer, he tore his papers, and threw them 
overboard j but the wind carrying them back 
to the fliip, they were pieced together and 
brought to Walfingham, and from them he 
eafily difcovercd Creighton's bufinefs. Being 
brought up a prifoner to London, h? was 
ftriaiy examined, but he made no difcovery j 
and Elizabeth had her reafons for difcharging 
him after three months imprifonment. , 

Elizabeth fecretly blamed the earl of Shrewf- Jf/Jj'j//^' 
bury's indulgence in fuffering Mary to keep up ^"n«»« '^a- 
iuch numerous and dangerous correfponden- 

R z ces. 
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Aip.^ss^. ces. She tttolvcd to <:Ommit the ciiftbdy of 
Mary to feme other perfon ; aind in the mean 
while to diffemble her diffatisfaftion with the 
carl of Shrewfbury, 5he took fuch meafures 
however, in the mean while, that a letter from 
Mary to Sir Francis Englefield was intercepted ; 
arid i fhall here give it to the reader, as it ex- 
hibits a more lively pifture of Mary^s fpirit 
and charaAer thaa any other produftion of 
Jier pen. 
<««ype. ^^ ^^ ^^^ treaty between the queen of Eng- 

* land and me, I may neither hope, nor look for 
good iffue. Whatfoever fliall become of me, 
by whatfoever change of my ftate and condi- 
tion, let the execution of the great plot go 
forward^ without any refpeft of peril or danger 
to me. For I will account nfiy life very hap- 
pily beftowpd, if I may, with the fame, help 
and relieve fo great a number of the opprefled 
childrep of the church. And this I give you 
gs my lafi ai^d final refolution \ for I doubt I 
fliall not have the commodity to write it here- 
after ; to the end you fhall impart the fam€ 
to whpmfoever you thiqk convenient, 

** And further, I pray you, ufe all pofiible 
diligence and endeavour to purfue and promote 
;it the pope's and other kings ha)nds, fuch a 
fpeedy execution of their former defignments, 
that jLhe fame may be effeftuate^ fome time thi$ 
next fpring ; which is the Jongeft time the fame 
can be expefted, iV?d failing then, it cannot 

be 
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bt avoided or prevented, biit that we fhall fee A.D,tsU, 
forthwith an extreme and general overthrow 
pf our whole caufe, never again Jo be repaired, 
and fet a-foot in onr days. 

«. Of the twelve thoufand ducats, long fince 
promifed to ndyfelf, I h^ve yet received no 
penny ; nor my ion but fix thoufand of ten 
thoufand promifed unto him ; wherewith he is ' 
not a little grieved and difcontent ; and yet as 
well inclined to our deiignmeiit as before, and . 
in the reft of his doings and proceedings, to 
dired his CQurfe as I will advife him* He is 
now difpatching a gentleman of his,^ called 
Grey,, to the court of England ; chiefly to have 
occafion to vifit n^e ; and by mouth to impart 
unto me bi$ refolution in all our affairs. The 
gentleman is a catholic. God grant he may 
be permitted to come to me« Solicit with all 
diligence, that the twelve thoufand ducats for 
myfelf be fent with all fpeed. 0&:. 9. 1584.'* 

This letter difcovered to Elizabeth her f^^^"^ 

into new 

^danger ; and that her heaping feverities tapon -»»**• 
Mary would but encreafe it. She therefore 
entered into a new negotiation about her deli^ 
verance, which was managed on her part by 
her fecretary Natie, whofe brother, Fontenay^ 
refided with James in Scotland. While this 
freflx negotiation was on foot, Mary renewed 
all her promifes to Elizabeth, and even gave 
her additional ones, offering that the king of 
France and the houfe of l^orrain fiiould be 

guarantees 
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A. a 1584. guarantees for their performance ; but in the 
' mean while flie begged that her confinement 
might be lefrfcvere. The treaty was thought 
to be as good as concluded^ when Parry's trea- 
fons were difco^ered. He was a Welchman of 
parts and abilities ; a bigotted Roman catholic 
in religion^ but volatile, expenfive, ambitious, 
and unprincipled. The particulars of his trea^- 
fons are foreign to this hiftory, further than as 
they affeded Mary. He was convided chiefly 
upon a letter written to him from Rome by 
cardinal Como, which was interpreted to be a 
proof of the engagement he had entered into 
to aiTaffinate Elizabeth. This letter, and the 
other evidences of his guilt, being made pub- 
lic, it is impoiliblc to exprefs the fury and in^ 
dignation of the people of England towardi 
Pdrfecution the papifts. The miniftry laid hold of this fpi* 
liflipTpift?.' rit to the moft infamous purpofes. Every 
comer was filled with fpies and informers ; 
priefls and jefuits were every day talked of j 
and letters were forged in Mary's name to be 
delivered to perfons, that their inclinations 
might be difcovered ; for if they did not im- 
mediately lay them before a magiftrate, they 
were held to be guilty. A libel appeared, 
^hich fome thought was fent tp the prefs by 
the emiflaries bi the minifters themfelves, ex<r 
horting the people to treat Elizabeth as Judith 
did Holofernes; and one Carter was executed 
for printing it, The ftorm' of perfecution at 

laft 
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laft broke upon the Roman catholics oi a a.d.isS^ 
higher order. The earl of Northumberland, 
brother to the rebel learl, was fufpeAed; and 
i\k^ earl of Arundel, eldeft fon to the late 
duke of Norfolk, was confined. His uncles, 
the lord Henry and William Howard, were 
charged with correfponding with Marjr and 
Charles Paget, while the lord Paget and Charles 
Amndel were forced to fly to France. Pamr 
phlets and books were written to juftify the 
application of tortures, or fiarving men t^ 
de$ttfa upon fufpicion, . and the jails were 
crowded with prifoners. 

When this religious combuftion fubfided^ K1L 
Elizabeth affected great moderation ; and pub- 
licly declared that fhe would fuffer no papift 
to be executed merely on account of his rcUr 
gton. A pamphlet (and a poor performance it 
is) was written, and publiihed by lord Bur- 
leigh, entitled, :« The Execution qf . Juftice ill 
England,'' to prove that the fufferings of the 
papift s were not on account of their religion, 
btvt their treafons. Elizabeth, to dear herfelf 
atioreign courts, threw the blame of all tlu: 
crudties that Jiad been committed, upon the 
seal of her people for her iafety ; ordered that 
the arbitrary praAice of torture Ihould be dif- 
continued ; and that feventy prieils, who were 
dther under profeYnition or fentence of death, 
Aould be fent out of England. One of the 
cndaihe propofed to herfelf by this lenity, was 

: to 
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A.aiiS4* |;q prevail on the court (^(ttzncc tb fend M6f-» 
gan, Mary^S faithful and indefatigable friend^ 
a prifoiier into England. This \tras ftrongly 
follicited by Sir Edward S'tafFord and the 6arl 
of Derby, but to no piirpofe, though Mdrgan 
ftill remained Cbhfin^d Jii the fiaftild. I aiil 
now to fliift the fcene to Scotland; 
Scotland* Upon the returri ot Walfingha'm from that 
country, the earl of Arran, whom Walfiiig- 
ham never could be perftiaidefd to fed, declared 
ic^en war with all the Englifii party. He Ijad 
intereft enough to get the aft of council ap^ 
proving of the affair at Ruthven, erafed oUt of 
the regifters, and all the heads of the Englifh 
party to be banifhed by a certain day. Among 
th^m was the earl of Gowry, who being dif- 
covered to hold a correfpondence with the 
carl of Mar and the mafter of Glamis, who 
had retired to Ireland, was banifhed to France ; 
^but he found out pretexts for delaying lus 
departure till he was feized by colonel Stuart, 
after a brave refiftance, at Dundee, and brought 
prifoner to Edinburgh. James and his tninii*- 
ters had before fufpefted that meafunes were 
concerting among the heads of the exiled party 
•for bringing about, by force, a total revolu- 
tion in the government; but the earl of Gowry's 
difcoveries confirmed their fufpicions into cer- 
tainty. The earl of Mar (who had privately 
returned froni Ireland) and Angus furprized 
the caftle of Stirling j but not beings able to 

hold 



O F S C O t L A N D. X2$ 

hold it, they were forced to fly to England, a<d.i5S4. 
and its government was given to the earl of 
Arran. 

By the confeffion of Gowry, who had made ^^^^^ 
it in hopes of pardon, it appeared, that one ^emned ani 
Erfldne was the great agent of the confpiracy 
with the exiled lords ; and it was thought that 
the earls of Marihal and Bothwell, with the 
lord lindfay, and fome of the weftem ba- 
rons would join it* The confpirators like- 
wife expeded affiftance from Elizabeth; and 
that the party would be flrengthened by the 
acceffion of the Hamiltons through her medi-^ 
ation. The recovery of the caftle of Stirling 
without bloodflied, gave fuch encouragement 
to' the earl of Arran, that he refolved to pro- 
ceed capitally againft the earl of Gowry, not- 
withftanding his confeffion. When it was too 
late Gowry £aw his error ; and being carried to 
^Stirling, where James refided, he begged hard for 
a private audience of his majefty, promifing to 
ixiake difcoveries that would preveiit his life, 
and that of his ipother, from being endangered. 
This favour was denied him ; and his refufing 
to make thofe difcoveries was afterwards made 
an article of his indiftment. Upon the fourth 
of May, he was brought to his trial, together 
with Douglas, commonly called the confiable, 
and one Forbes; and the jury, which was a 
very refpeftable one, ' found them all guilty of 
being engaged in the . confpiracy } uppsr which 

VoL.VIIL S the 
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A. D. 1584. the earl was beheaded, and the two others 
hanged, at Stirling. The earl of Gowry was 
confidered as one of the ableft of the Englifli 
party ; but he feems to have been aSuated by 
peribnal refentments at Arran ; for in his laA 
]|iaflient9 he declarM that he meant all he did 
to be for the fervice of the public and his 
fovereiga. 

James, towards the end of the hft year^ 
had fent the mafter of Gray, a man more 
wicked, if pofiible, than the earl of Arran 
himfelf, but a more deep diffembler) to France^ 
to bring over to Scotland the fon of the late 
duke o^ Lenox, who was about thirteen years 
of age. Having carefully difcharged his com*' 
miffion, he .grew a fort of a favourite with 
James ; but was^ in reality, a fpy for Eliza- 
beth and her minifters. His fine addrefs and 
accompliihments both acquired and natural 
fitted him completely for this fcandalous em- 
Murden. {iloymcut ; and I perceive from the ftate-papers, 
of Gny 1' that he was the intimate companion and cor- 
Eiiz^abedi, refpoudcnt of Sir Philip Sidney. Being held 
to be a violent papift, and known to have 
great intereft at the court of England, James 
refolved to employ him for his mother's deli- 
verance. The clergy could not fee all thofe 
revolutions without thinking their religion 
and the proteftant caufe to be in danger. MeU 
vil was fo free in his fermons upon this head^ 
that he was fummoned to appear before the 
' council J 
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<KMmcU ; but lie refilled to be trie4 by a civil A.D.t5%. 
jury for wh^t be faid in the pulpit, aiid fled to 
Berwick^ His flight encreafed the difcontents 
of the clergy; but the parliament, which met 
on the t\lrenty-fecond of May, ratified the 
king'ft declaration, whicfa condemned the at* 
ttmpt at Ruthven, and pafied three afts^ one 
fot* fhe king's power over all the eftates and 
fuligecb ; another for fecuring die privikges 
and aizthority of parliaments, while the laft 
dilcfaaiged all the aflemblies and conventioos 
unwarranted by the fovere^. 

The clergy rcfentcd the paffing of thofe fti- Thcdergy 
tutes fo mudb, that it was found neceflary fb J^^mtt to 
jrat Lindfay, one of their body, under arrdi, J*""- 
as one who kept intelligence with the Englifh, 
while the dioft obnoxious of his brethr^, and 
even fome laymen of difti^idion, took refuge 
in England. In order to qiiiet the general 
claiHour raifed by thofe proceedings, as if 
Jatnes had become a convert to popery, he 
pubtil^ed a declaration, fettihg forth the un- 
dutiful proceedings of the cleigy, and their 
dangerous claims of itidependency upon the 
crown. To this declaration was annexed 4 
plan of future churth-govetnment, which 
feems to have been a mafterly compofiltoil. 
It tended t^ refiore the authority of the t0^ 
copal order in the nation and parliafiaent, and tb 
comiteirbalance the atiftoci'atical powers of the 
nobles, which threatened to dverfe^ the mo** 

S z narchy. 
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A.D.x$84# narchy. The conformity to cpifcopacy Was 
required by the council ; and all the clergy 
who refufed to fubfcribc to the articles, which 
re-eftablifhed it, had their ftipends (for they 
could not properly be faid to have had livings) 
fequeftered. James finding the public difcon- 
tents encreafe, gratified the natural itch he 
had, and which never forfook him, of ihining 
in theological difputations ; and as we have no 
reafon to think his opponents, now that the 
chief of them were fled, were much better 
ikilled than himfelf in thofe matters, it is not 
furprizing that they fufiered themfelves to be 
convinced by his arguments, and figned the 
, articles by which they fubmitted to bilhops, a^ 
far as they agreed with the word of God. 
Zpifcopa^ The reftoration of the epifcopal authority 
IcMilad!^ was the mor^ eafily efiefted, as the heads of 
c? Zlap7 ^^ proteftant nobility in Scotland were now 
linder at cruel profcription through Arran'g 
violence. Add to this, that many of the Iprds 
ivho cpmpofed the council were fccretly pa^- 
pifts ; and the officers of flate were temporal 
lords only while they held their pofts^ and 
were therefore the firm friends of the preror 
gative. Arran feems to have been fenfible of 
this circumitance, and he loft no time in imr 
proving it, Tjie fis^tes reCufned their feffion on 
the twentieth of Augui|; and forfeited the 
earls of Mar and Angus, the matter of Gla?- 
Ifti?, ai^d th? <:oBntefles of Mar apd Qpwry, 

foy 



OF SCOTLAND. 133 

for being concerned in the late furprize of a. 0.1594* 
Stirling. They likcwifc ccnfurcd the Hiftory 
of Scotland by Buchanan, who was lately 
dead ; but we know not upon what grounds, 
.whether for the refifting principles and h&s it 
favours, in which he did no more than follow 
Boece, or for the unjuft calumnies he pub* 
lilhed againfl the king's mother. This pro- 
ceeding is fufficient to (hew the governing 
maxims of the Scotch court at this time ; and 
had James been ferved by an able minifter^ he 
might have made great advantages of his iitu- 
ation; but Arran was a firanger to modera- 
tion ; for he either profecuted or put to death 
all who were proved to hold correfpondence 
with the exiled lords or clergy. He even em- 
ployed the mod infamous means for convift- 
ipg thofe whom be either feared or fufped:ed; 
among others were the barons of Mains and 
DrumqUhaifel^ who were accufed of a plot to 
carry off the king, and to detain him till he 
Ihould recall the exiled lords. As Mains was 
renowned for his honour, courage, and inte- 
grity, and Drumquhaifel, as we have already 
feen, had givep many fpecimens of his abilities 
both in the cabinet and the field, the man- 
ner in which they were profecuted on the evi- 
dence of a pretended accomplice, and their 
fates, excited great indignation in the public ; 
for they were hanged the very day on which 
th«y were condemned. Mains made an admi- 
rable 



134 THEHISTORr 

^•D.isai. rjibic defetice^ and cleared himfelf of all fijt 
picion ; but the jury knew too 'well how dati- 
gorous it would be for them to acquit him* 
b?dllV^-^ Arran, upon the death of Argyle, which 
^^^ happened about this time, was made chancel- 
lor of Scotland ; and not contented with be- 
. ingiri poffeffion of the caftlj&is of Edinburgh 
and Stirling^ he procured himfiblf to be chofeh 
provoft of the capital ; and Jidies declared 
him his lieutenant all over the kingdom. Oiie 
of the firft promotions he made after being ap- 
pointed chancellor, was to raife Sir John Miit- 
land, brother, though fome fay fon^ to the f;i- 
mous Maitland, to the poft of fetretsfiry Of 
ftate. This gentleman was a finccre friend 
both to Mary and her fon, for which he hid 
iuflfered; for his place of lord privy-feal Was 
given to Buchanan the hiftoritin, and he wis 
afterwards imprifoned in the caftle of Tantal* 
Ion; but he came into favour with James 4^- 
tcr the death of Morton. He iftefwatds 
proved a faithful ufeful minifter to hi^ matter 
in the higheft ftations ; and was the only fa^* 
VDUritc perhaps that ever James had, who was, 
at once, an honeft man, and a zealous IcrVanl 
of the crown. Being a perfon of greit pene*» 
tration, and inviolably attached to James, h* 
foon became ferifible of Arran's pernicioti^ . 
influence ; and joined with Sir Lewis Ballen^ 
den, juftice-clerk, and a man of fpirit, in en- 
deavouring to open their fovereign's eyes. Th* 

mailer 
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inafter oi Gray, with very different views, a. d. 1584. 
iwas of the fame party; bat fought the ruin 
of Anran by flattering his pride and vanity. 
He put him in mind that, as he was tn full pof- ijSs- 
feffion of power in Scotland, nothing was 
wanting to render it permanent but the friend- 
ihip of Elizabeth, which might be eafily ob« 
tained by cultivating an acquaintance with her 
coofin lord Hunfdon, governor of Berwick* 
Fnldeo, a village on the borders, was ap- Httintw- 
pointed for the place of interview ; and upon lorf Hanf- 
the promiie of Arran to enter into all Eliza- 
beth's views it was agreed, that the mafter of 
Gray fliould be fent with recommendations by 
lord Hunfdon to Elizabeth, to prevail upon 
her to order the exiled lords into the inland 
parts of Enghnd, fo as to take from them the 
means of correfponding with their friends in 
Scodand« During this negotiation, Arran be<- 
gan td have fome fufpicion that Gray might 
worm him out of his mailer's favour ; and he 
therefore the more willingly agreed to the em« 
bafly, but with a firift charge that he fliould 
employ his utmoft credit with Elizabeth in fa- 
vour of Arran. 

This was a critical jun6hu:e for the unfortu* Letter fnm 
nate Mary. Gray, during his refidence in iT^^, 
France, where he lived with unbounded pro- 
fofion, had renounced the proteftant religion 
to make himfelf the more agreeable to the 
duke of Guife, who recommended him to 

Mary ; 
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^^•■58s» Maiy ; and flic confidered him as theb^ anJ 
moft powerful friend (he had about l^er fon's 
perfon. At this time» the treaty of aflociation 
was aftually fettled between Mary and her fon» 
who wrote her a moft affe^onate letter in 
French on the fubjeA* He thanked her for 
if»dcii*t fending Fontenay to his court *< I cannot 
t^^' (laid he) exprefe the vaft comfort t have re^- 
*^ xcived by hearing from him of your circum* 
fiances, and particularly the incomprehenfible 
maternal affedion which you are pleafed to 
continue towards me, and whieh will oblige 
\ me more than ever to accomplilh your com- 

mands by every duty of humility and obe* 
dicnce.'* ** Fontenay (continues he) has ac- 
quainted me with but few particulars of your 
intentions, efpecially with regard to our per- 
feci union and aflociation, which I fliall not 
fail to ratify upon the return of lord Seton,, 
who Fontenay tells me has obtained from the 
archbiihop of Glafgow the letters-patents, and 
articles relating to it, to enable him to carry 
on the other buiinefs and negotiations with 
which I have charged him. Mean while, I 
flxall do all that is poflible in my power to prc- 
r pare the minds of our common fubjeds to ra- 
tify and approve the conclufion of our faid af- 
fociation. Without any recommendation on 
your part, the fympathy and conformity of our. 
difpofitions, and the refentment I have of the 
injuries and treafons commited againft you by 

lord 
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lord Lindfay, has determined me to punifli him a«d, ^tf 
fignally, as I hope to do his affociates, not 
one of which (hall efcape that I can lay hold 
Of. 

<* When Fontenay Ihall inform me of the 
other particulars of his negotiation^ efpecially 
the fecret inftrudions which your majefty de^ 
fires I (hall communicate to no other perfon^ 
I ihall not fail to give you, in brief> my opi*' 
iiion upon the whole, and to follow fuch di^ 
redions as you ihall pleale to prefcribe. As 
to you^ deliverance, in confequence of the re* 
folution I had long ago formed, your majefty 
may affure yourfplf that I ihall foon fend fome 
of my fervants with Fontcnay to receive your 
holy henediction, and to inform you of my 
inteutiods, as well as to require from the 
queen of England your deliverance, which I 
wiih above all worldly happinefs. Upon the 
whole, I promife to your majefty that you 
fliall find in me all the fatisfaction that a good 
mother can hope from a moft humble and obe* 
dient fon^ for fuch I fiiall continue during the 
whole courfe of my life. With fuch fentimeats 
I mofi: humbly kiis your hands, praying God, 
the creator, madam, to grant to your majefty a 
long and happy life with perfeft health/' Dated Faik- 

I have beeq the more full in my extraft from ^^^\l^^l 
this letter, which never before appeared in 
Engliih, in juftice to the filial afiedtion of 
Jimes ; and to prove what has been denied 

Vol, Vni. T both 
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A.p.i585, \)oilx by prefbyterians and Roman catholics^ 
that he never was fincere in the projed of aC* 
fociation. I am now to unfold the reafona 
why it never took efFed, 
^thtU)nVn Gray's profeft errand to Elizabeth's court 
EDgiaod. ^2LS to coufirm the agreement between Arran 
and the lord Hunfdon with regard to the 
exiled noblemen of Scotland. The fpirit and 
firmnefs of James had conquered all domeftii 
oppofition even from the pulpit; for all the 
preachers who had thwarted his meafures, were 
now either filent, imprifoned, ot exiled ; fri 
that he had nothing now to dread but from 
his fugitive fubjefts. Walfingham^ who con* 
tinned to be a determined enemy- to Arran; 
had fen t an order, in virtue of his office of 
fecretary of ftate, commanding lord Hunfdon 
to give the Scotch exiles flielter in Holy Ifland. 
Hunfdon was not in Elizabeth's fecret; and 
being a fenfible, though blunt, man, refufed 
to take orders from a fecretary, but was at ld& 
obliged to comply. From the fiate-papers of 
England I perceive, that Davifon, who ftill re- 
nlained in Scotland, had privately bribed Gray 
into Elizabeth's interefts; and that in the in- 
terview between Arran and the lord Hunfdon, 
the former had promifed to keep James un- 
married for three years, that he might efpoufc 
an Englifh lady who would be then grown up, 
and whom Elizabeth had in her eye for his 
wife. Elizabeth thought this a point of fo 

much 
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much confequence, that Ihe gave Gray a moft A.D.1585. 
gracious reception at her court; and agreed 
that the. exiled noblemen and gentlemen of 
Scotland ihould refide at Norwich; and that 
if any treafonable praftices ihould be proved 
upon them, -they ihould be obliged. to leave 
England. Arran looked upon this conceffion 
as an eameil of Elizabeth's friendihip ; and 
James .was fo well fatisfied with Gray's manage- 
ment, that he obtained the entire coniidence 
of .the queen his mother. He made ufe of 
this. to. betray her moil inmoil fecrcts to Eliza- 
beth, who made fuch difcoveries, that ihe 
thought proper to remove her from the cuf- 
tody of the earl of Shrewibury to^ that of Sir 
Amias Paulet^ who carried her to the caftle moved to 
of Tutbury. Paulet was looked upon as a ©fVauieJ 
man of honour, but a puritan ; and he >was 
recommended to his new charge by his friend 
Wa]{ingham« Being much afflicted with the 
gout, he begged of lord Burleigh that one 
CoUes ihould be appointed to zSx^ him in the 
cuftody of Mary ; but even this requeft gave 
fufpicion to Elizabeth ; and ihe gave him for 
his affiilant Sir Drue Drury, a ihrewd watch- 
ful puritaa. 

The carl of Leiceiler affeded fo much zeal ^/^f, 
for Elizabeth's fafety, that he drew up an aC JiJ^^P*';,^ 
fociation for her prefervation, which, after g*»«ft 
being figned by great numbers of the nobility 
and principal gentry, paiTed into an ad: of par- 
T z liament, 



14^ T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.P.IS3S' Uaoient, under the title of « An aft devifed 
for tb^ f^fety of her roajefty'$ moft royal pcr- 
fon, gnd the prcfervation of the realm in 
. peace.*' Att^ongft other things, it was provided 
by this aft, *• That twenty-four, or more, of 
the privy- council and houfe of lords, to be. 
deputed by the queen'3 commiffion, fliould 
.^ake tnquifition after all fuch as ihould in- 
vade the kingdom, raife rebellion, or attempt 
to hurt or deftroy the queen^s perfan, for or 
by whomfoever employed^ that might lay 
claim to the crown of England. And that he 
for whom, or by whom, they ihould attempt 
the fame, fliould be utterly uncapable of the 
crown of England, deprived wholly of all 
right and title to it, and profecuted to death 
by all faithful fubjefts, if he ihould be judged 
by thofe four and twenty men to be guilty 
of fuch invafion, ' rebeliioo, or treafonabte at* 
tempt, and by public proclamation fo de- 
clared*' 
Semt The reader will eafily conceive that this aft 

^rih^^n^ ^'^s entirely levelled againfl Mar/ ; and it 
^•' was followed by another of a very rigorous 

nature agaioil papiils. It was, with great rea<- 
fon, confidered by her and her friends both at 
home' and abroad,, as a preamble to the fentence 
of her death- Sir Francis Englcfield fent her 
letter tp him, which I have given the reader, to 
the pope and the king of Spain, telling them, 
at the fame time, " how much they were mit 

taken 
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tgiktn in having fo long delayed the enterpirize ^<>-»i's* 
in her favour ; and that not a moment was now 
to be Ioft» fince it was plain that the qiieen 
and council of Engl^nd^ by puttiog her in the 
bands of bafe and obfcuTe heretics, (for thofe 
are the words of his letter) were reiblved to 
lake away her life*" It was after the zife o£ 
this parliament^ that Leicefter was fent by 
Elisabeth as her commander in chiefs and liea- 
tenant in the Low Countries, with very er- 
traordinary powers^ to the great difpleafnre of 
&irleigh^ who defired to be difmifled from 
£Ui2d)eth^s fervice.' About the £ime time the 
earl of Arundel was fkut up in the Tower^ 
for attempting to go abroad without Eliza* 
beth'a permifiion, as was the earl of Northum* 
berland^ who wa& fined five thoufand marks 
for the concern he had taken in procuring the 
liberty of the queen of Scots. Elizabeth, in- 
deed, remitted this fine on account of his 
former fcrvlces ; but he was continued in the 
Tower on an evidence, extorted by the fear of 
the rack, (which was ftill permitted in extraordi- 
nary cafes) that he was privy to Throgmor- 
ton's treafons, and the lord Paget's efcape out 
of Engknd. This treatment had fuch an ef- 
kSt on the unhappy nobleman, that he ftiot 
himtelf in the Tower with a piftol, according 
to the coroner^s inqueft ; but the papifts gave 
6ut that he was murdered. 



The 
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A.D.is«5. The corrupt profiitution of juftice by the 

tJ^^t^^^' chanccllor-earl of Arran; the avowed venality 

Gray to be ^f j^jg ^ifg ^^ thc fciitences he paffed, and in 

hii enemy. '^ * 

the difpofal of places and honours, raifed fo 
general an indignation, that James began, at 
laft, to perceive how much he had been abufed ; 
but he was afraid that he had already made 
Mttrdcn't Arran too great to be controlled. He had par- 
plrltp/^ donedandreilored to his eftate the lord Claud 
*^^ Hamilton, one of his mother's bcft friend? ; 

but he was, by Arran's intereft, agaii^ baniflied 
tiie kingdom. . Gray ftill refided with Eliza* 
beth; and amufed Arraa with the great fer* 
vices he had done him at the Englifh court. 
Arran, however, by a fecret agent, difcovered 
that Gray was liis enemy, and had been en- 
tirely gained over by Elizabeth to favour the 
recall of the exiled lords. Upon Gray's re- 
turn, to Scotland, in a fecret audience he had 
of James, unknown to Arran, he offered him, 
in Elizabeth's name, a penfion of four thou- 
fand pounds fterling a year, if he would be 
guided by Elizabeth, and recall the lords. It 
has been obferved, that after this offer James 
relaxed in the affection he had till then, ex- 
preffed for his mother, and dropt all cprre- 
fpondence.with her friends abroad ; but he in- 
filled upon his penfion being made five thou- 
land pounds. Elizabeth, who had carefully- 
informed herfelf of his difpofition, refolve(J> 
in her turn, to give him a favourite that Ihould 

counter^ 



O F B COT LA N D. 143 

oon&terbalance Arraii^s power. With tliis Ticwi a. d. 1585, 
fire ordered Sir Edward Wotton, U gentleman 
well qualified for fiich an employment, to re- 
pair.to Scotland. He was introduced by Gi?ay ^„.^,, ^ 
to James in the light of an accomplMhed covtr^ wot^Hn 
tier, and an extdlent fportfman ; and he food Scotund, 
became the king's conftant companion in all 
diverfions of the field. One chief end of his 
commifiioh was to break ofi* a negotiation that 
was on foot for the marriage of . James to the 
princefe of Denmark, who was nearly related 
to the family of Guife. Elizabeth had been 
made acquainted With this treaty by Sir Thomas 
Bodley, her embaflador to the northern courts ; 
andWotton, as well as Gray, was inftruAed 
to do all they could to defeat the end of a 
^lendid ^ embafly, which wias daily expected 
from Denmark. : Wotton fucceeded fo far, that 
the embafladors, who were two noblemen and 
a civilian, and were attended by fix fcore per* 
fons, twelve of whom wore gold chains, were 
but indifferently received, and obliged to re- 
pair to Dumfermling, before they could ob« 
tain an audience. This treatment difgufied 
them fo much, that they only opened, in pub* 
lie, that part of their commifiion relating to 
the redemption of Orkney and Shetland, 
which they alledged their mafter had not fold, 
but mortgaged for a fum of money. James 
gave them an evafive anfwer ; but Melvil made 
him fenfible of Wotton's views, and that he 

was 
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4. IX t^s. wu no better thaa a fpy £o€ Elizabeth. Upon 
further enqmrjf it was found that Wotton 
bad grofly traduced James to the embafladors^ 
and them to James ; and that he had promifed 
to lend them money to facilitate their depart 
tore out of Scotland, without taking leave of 
the king. The earl of Arran behaved pretty 
much in the £une manner ; and joined in the 
hourly infults that were ofkrcd to the embaf* 
fadoFS. James being thus difabufed, ordertd 
that they (hould be nobly entertained ; and 
notwithftanding the oppolition made by At* 
ran, they left Scotland perfedly well fatisfied. . 
AfnB*k James was at this time befet with minifters 

«^^ corrupted by Elizabeth's gold. Ballendon, the 
juftice^clerk, as well as Gray, was her pen* 
£onen Thus, while Arran thought he ha(i 
two trufiy fubftitutes to depend upon, the/ 
were taken into the pay of his capital enemy; 
He found his credit with James daily declining } 
aud that he had no chance for fafety but by 
plunging the nation in a war with England^ 
The bait of a penfion rendered James paifive 
even in the cafe of his mother, whofe danget 
Was daily encreafing ; and, at laft^ he refolvcdi 
if poffible, to avoid a war with England, and 
yet favc his mother by entering with Elizabeth 
into a league ofFenfive and defcnfivc upon her 
own terms. Arran fofefeeing this, did all he 
could to encourage hoftilities upon the borders, 
where an open war was, in a manner, carried 

on 
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on between the Maxwells aod the Johfiftons* A.D.s5tf. 
James, to conciliate matters, if poflible, fum^ 
mooed a parliament at St. Andre w^s, where he 
made a formal fpeech, fetting forth the danger 
of the proteilaot religioo upon the continent^ 
and the neceffity of fuch a league whh Eliza-^ 
beth. This fpeecfa was approved of; a fubfidy 
was granted him ; and he received full powers 
to conclude >2 firmer ofienfive and defenfive 
league than had ever yet fubfifted between the 
two kingdoms. This ad was fubfcribed by the 
two archbiihops, and a number of lay eccle* 
fiaftics^ (for fo the commendators may be 
called) as well as by the earls of Arran, March, 
Athol, Montrofe, MarfhaU, and Rothes; the 
lords Oliphant, Thirleftane, Gray, St. Clare, 
Down, and Fleming, for the nobility'; and by 
the commiffioners of burghs, the officers of 
ftate, and the mafter of Gray. The archbi* 
ibop of St Andrew's, fome time before this, 
had executed a fecret commiffion with Eliza* 
beth in England, to dear James from all fufpi- 
cion of favouring p<^ery, with which ihe 
ieemed to befatisfied. 

Though the credit of Arran was thus weak- ^^^f^^ 
ened with his mafter; though he had arbi- i^'^- 
trarily committed the earl of Athol, the lord 
Hume, and mafter of CaiSls, to prifon, and 
had, in every refpccl, behaved as the tyrant of 
his country, yet he fiill found means to keep 
his footing at couf-L He procured a pr^miifc 

Voi-. VIII. U of 
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A.D.I5SS* of the rich abbey of Dumfermling from Ihe 
mafter of Gray, who pretended, on that ac- 
count, to favour him; but, in reality, was 
Continuing his intrigues with Wotton and Bal- 
lenden for reftbring the banifhed lords, who 
had now returned to the borders, and had a 
promife of being joined by the lord Maxwell. 
About the twenty-feventh of June, Mary's 
friend, Farnihurft, one of the Scotch wardens of 
the borders, was encouraged by the earl of Arran 
to attack the Englifh upon fome frivolous pre- 
text; and the lord Ruffel, heir apparent to' the 
M!moi!f ^^^1 ^^ Bedford, was killed in the fray. Ac- 
cording to fome writers, Wotton had laid hii 
fcheme fo deep, that he found means to baulk 
an expedition, which James had propofed to 
take in perfon, for reftoririg the peape o£ the 
borders ; and he had formed a project for feiz- 
ing the perfon of Jameis at Stirling, and fend- 
ing him into England by the exiled lords, ^'ho 
were immediately to be reftored. 
Flight of Whatever may be in this, it is certain that 

^b^!^. Elizabeth ordered Wotton to demand fatisfac- 
tion for tjie death of the lord Ruffel and her 
other fubjecls ; and James ordered Arran to be 
confined to his own hbufe, as Farnihurft was 
to pifon ; but in the mean while he received 
fuch intelligence, as to the defigns of the Eng- 
lifh embaffador, and the exiled lords, who 
were now advancing with great rapidity, and 
a confiderable force, that he prepax^ed to re- 
move 
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move from Stirling to Kincardin. Upon this a. d. 1585.. 
fudden Hep, Wotton^ imagining the worft, de- 
parted full fpeed to Berwick; but gave out 
that he was ordered by his miftrefs fo to do^. 
becaufe Farnihurft had not been delivered up. 

The lords. had rendezvoufed at Linton in i^J^/mlJch 
Twccdale, and there formed themfelves into 'osuriuij, 
2m aflbciatiop^ by which they promifed to fland 
by one another till the king ihould receive, 
them into favour^ and deliver Arran up to 
public juft ice. They then emitted a proclama- : 
tion, in which they declared that their inten- 
tion was to defend the truth, to deliver the 
king from evil counfellors, . and to preferve 
peace with England, In this proclamation, 
Arran w^s placed not only in 2in odious but a 
ridiculous light, for haying fometimes hinted 
that he had a claim to the crown, by his be- 
ing defcended from the regent Murdoch duke 
of Albany. The exiled lords were now about, 
ten thoufand ftrong ; and among them was the 
beads of the houfe of Hamilton, who re- 
mained ftill in exile, biit who, by Elizabeth's 
advice* united in the common caufe. The 
lords being advanced as far as Falkirk, the 
troops which James had drawn about him were 
foon difperfed or difmUTed* as unfafe to be 
trufted ; and Arran, who bad been recalled to 
court, had neither time nor opportunity to 
put Stirling caftle, where James ftill refided, in 
» pofture of defence ; fo that it. was befieged 

Ua by 
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A.P.15S5. by ther lords, who, after fome faint oppbfitknr 

by colonel Stuart, became mafters of thrtown ; 

but in the mean while, Arra& privatdy fled 

towards the weft of SdotlancL 
^kh Uiey Hj^d. the coiin^e of James been more firm 
feflion of, than it was, it would have been vain for him 

and are par- 

doDcdbj to have oppofed the difpofitions made by the 
' returned lords. Ta his fiirprize, he found 
that not only Gray and Ballenden, bnt fecre- 
tary Maitland, were advoeatei for their being 
admitted to his preience, to which James at 
laft confented. Maritland and Ballendeti were 
ordered to hear their demands ; and the former 
ptit them ki mind of their duty, and that it 
was more proper for them to appear zi peti- 
tionefs than rebels. Their anfwcr was duti- 
ful and fubmiffive ; and it mollified James fo 
much, that be pubKcly defclai^d he had always 
difliked Arran's violence ; and that he was 
willing to pardon alt that was paft, provided 
proper meafures were taken for preventing the 
animodties' fubfifiing between the. families of 
Crawf^ord and Glamis, and thofe of Angus and 
MoAtrofe. This moderation of James drew a 
fbitabic reply from the lords; and Stuart be- 
ing removed froA his poft of coldnel of the 
guards, they were admitted to the royal pre- 
fence. The lord Hamfilton, in virtue of his 
high blood, was their fpeaker^ and all of them 
falling upon their knees, he laid they were 
copae \n moft hi^imbk manner to beg mercy. 
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aiidiDbe receiTed ioto his roajefty'sffavour. A.v,tfi^ 
Tke lord Haoiilton was the firft to kifs the 
king's hand ; and James honoured him by ac* . 
knowledging^ that |>e and his family had met 
with nooft ungrateful returns for the fervices 
they had performed to himfelf and his mother. 
He gently reproved others for their paft beha« 
viour^ but feverely checked bis^ kinfman^ the 
earl of BothweU^ for his turbulent difpofi- 
tion. 

The pardon o£ the lords being confirmed, and f^^^^ 
all imaginable care being taken for preferring 
the.publsc tranquility, the mafier of Glamis fuc- 
ceeded Stuart as colonel of the king's guard. 
The cuftody o{ Stirling caftle was reftored to 
the earl of Mar, and that of Edinburgh com« 
mitted to Sir James Hume, of Coldinknows. 
The earls of Rothes, Glencairn^ and Enrol, hay- 
ing been very, adive againft the exiled lords, 
\rere ordered into confinement, Arran was 
llript of his ilL-got Jtitle, and a parliament was 
fummoned to meet in December at Linlith- 
gow. 

We have few xnftances in hiftory of a revo- a parik- 

' ment, in 

lotion like this attended with fo little violence, which 

Jamef at- 

This was in a great meafure owing to the dif- fercihUMi. 
ferent interefts which the fuccefsful party had * ''"*^' 
in view ; for the principle of their union was 
the removal and punifiiment of Arran ; nor do 
they fcem to have regarded Elizabeth's intereft 
i^rthcr than as it enabled them to return to 

their 
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A.D.15S5. their o^ia country. James wasfenfibleof aQ 
this, and he f6und his authority rather ftrength* 
ened than iifnpaired at the meeting of the par- 
liamenty though a very trying occafioB pre- 
fented itfelf. The preachers, \vho had fled to 
England when the king had freed himfelf at St. 
Andrew's, had been very ferviceable to the 
lords, who had encouraged them to hope that 
they would obtaJh a repeal of the ads eftablilh- 
ing epifcopacy, and thofe which had pafled 
againft their church difcipline. This was ac- 
cordingly attempted; but James declared againft 
any alteration of that kind, and an aft jpafled 
that none fliould either publicly declare, or' 
privately fpeak, or write, in reproach of his' 
majefty's perfon, eftate, or government. The 
clergy pretended that they had been betrayed 
by the. lords of their own party, and Watfon, 
a young clergyman at Edinburgh, was fent pri- 
foner to the cattle of Blacknefs, for his freedom 
from the pulpit on that head. One Gibfon, an- 
other minifter, went ftill greater lengths ; for, 
he faid, that Arran, with his lady Jezebel, a^d 
' William Stuart (meaning the colonel), were 
taken to be the perfecutors of the church, but 
that now it was feen to be the king himfelf; 
againft whom he denounced the curfe that fell 
on Jeroboam, that he fhould die childlefs, and . 
be the laft of his race. When Gibfon was ex-. 
amined before the council, inftead of rctrafting, 
he boldly repeated and juttified all he had faid; ^ 

upoi» 
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upon which, he was like wife committed to pri- A.!>.a5Ss, 
fon ; but Watfon, upon promife of ametidment^ 
was fct at liberty. The proceedings againft 
thofe two delinquents did not daunt the clergy. 
Melvil and his brother James entered upon a 
furious profecution, before the fynod of St. 
Andrew's, againft the archbifhop, for having 
been inftrumental in reftoring epifcopacy, and 
penning the king's declarations on that head. 
The archbifliop appealed to the king and par- 
liament and the more moderate part of the fy- 
nod were for flopping all proceedings ; but the 
majority voted that he fhould be excommuni- 
cated. The archbifliop made a vigorous dc- ^^J^^J^ 
fence : and James, finding that the clergy were «»«fi«<H«i 
obftinate, in a manner abandoned the arch- 
bifliop, who was obliged to deny, " That ever Sp9tfwo*i. 
he publicly profefled, or meaned to claim, any 
fupremacy, or to be judge over other pallors 
and minifters, or yet avowed the fame to have 
a ground in God*s .word ; and if fo he had done, 
it had been an error againft his confcience and 
knowledge. That he fliould alfo deny, that in 
the laft fynodal aflembly he did claim to be 
judge of the fame ; and if he had done it, that 
he erred therein, and in his imperious beha- 
viour, and contempt of the faid fynod: that, 
thirdly, he (hould promife to behave himfelf 
better in time coming, and crave pardon for 
any over-fight by him committed, claiming no 
farther than juftly he might by God's word ; 

and 



152 THEHISTORY 

A. D. 1585. and in all other things, carry himfclf as a mo 
derate paftor oaght, labouring to be the bifhop 
defcribed by St Paul, fubmitting his life and 
dodrine to the judgment and cenfure of the 
general afiiembly, without any reclamation, 
provocation, or appellation from the fame in 
any time coming.'^ 

On the affembly's part, it was required, that 
^w*- they " ihould hold the faid procefs and fen* 
tence as undeduced, and not pronounced, and 
refiore the biihop, in fo far as concerned the 
iaid procefs and ientence, to the efiate wherein 
he was before the pronouncing of the fame ; 
efpecially becaufe the faid procefs was had and 
deduced during the time of the conference^ 
whereupon his majefiy had conceived offence : 
with this provifo, always that the bifliop fliould 
ob&rve what he promifed in the premifes, and 
carry himfelf dutifully in his vocation in all 
time thereafter.'* 
Archbiihop Archbifliop Spotfwood (who, like his father^ 
coDjefture. thc fuperiutcndant of Angus, loved the doc- 
trine of the church of Scotland, but difliked 
its government by a parity of prefbytcrs) is in- 
dined to think that James, by agreeing to thefe 
concdCons, which were fo derogatory to th^ 
epifcopal order, fought only to temporize till 
he could find a proper opportunity to affert his 
own authority : but even this compliance did 
not fatisfy the Melvils, who infifted that thc. 
biihop Ihould iland excommunicated, till he; 

Ihould 
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&oxkl^g%y0 public ^od evi4«nt proofs d iU9 *•?•»?!• 
repentipc^. Tbf toore compliimc^^ James madf, 
the higher did his ckrgy rtfe in tbpir d^wwds* 
Secretary Maitland, who had aftf d a§ chancel- 
lor fincfe Arrange flight, advi&d James to let hi^ 
clergy follow their pwo CQur£;^» b^caufe they 
would ifoon become {o obnoxious to the publict 
that they would be driven out of the countryi 
James difliked this advice on pretence Of hist 
care for the church; but, in reality, that he 
might have frequent opportunities to difplay 
his theological learning by endeavouring to 
convert them. 

Notwithftanding ail the appearances of inde-^ L"uiuiuf 
pendency which James affecJred at this time, he DoogUi. 
was more than ever a dependent upon Eli^a* 
beth. His zScSdon for his mother was every 
day cooling ; and he was fo much in the hands 
of the Engliih party, that the infamous Archi- 
bald Douglas,, though his crime was notorious, 
was not only legally acquitted of being con* 
cerned in Darnley's murder, but appointed refi<- 
dent from James at the Engliih court, to in* 
Cercede with Elizabeth for his mother's deliver^ 
ance, though ho was well known to be her ca- 
pital enemy. This fliameful condud could 
only be diftated by the golden bait which Eli^ 
zabetfa was every day difplaying to James ; and 
I perceivie that Douglas was at great pains to 
clear his condud to Mary from all imputations 

Vot.Vm. X caft 



IE> 



154 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.D. 1585. caft upon him. That princefs was then fhut up 
from all intelligence but what her enemies 
pleafed to allow her, and they winked at her 
correfpondence with Douglas, by which they 
perfeftly gained their ends ; for though Mary 
again and again reftifed to intercede for him, if 
he was concerned in her hufband's murder, yet 
his artful letters in his 0^11 vindication, pre- 
vailed upon her to recommend him to her fon. 
Thus the unhappy Mary was rendered an in- 
ftrument of her own deftruftion. 

The earl of j^\\ the couduft of Jamcs was of a like ten- 

Arran pur- •' -i ' rr 

fued,buthc dency, and enabled Elizabeth to unke off Ma- 
ry's head with the greater fafety. Randolph 
was once more the Engliih minifler in Scot- 
land, and he propofed that James fliould put 
the finiihing hand to the offenfive and defenfive 
league between the two kingdoms, and which 
would have been concluded, had it not been for 
lord Ruffel's death. He was likewife inftruftcd 
to infill upon Farnihurft being delivered up to 
Elizabeth, and to fettle the terms of the pen- 
fion to be granted to Elizabeth under the title 
of a benevolence. Elizabeth offered likewife to 
give a private letter to James, affuring him, that 
flie would do nothing in prejudice of his fuc- 
ceffion to the crown of England. While thofe 
tranfaclions were depending, it was difcovered 
by James, that Arran had robbed him of jewels 
to the value of two hundred thoufand crowns. 

James 
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James ordered the carl of Huntley to go in pur- a. d. 1585. 
fuit of Arran, and recover the jewels. Hunt- '^^y^*' 
ky narrowly miiTed furprizing Arran iq Farly 
road, but he efcaped to feain a fmall pinnace ; 
and I perceive that Arran, being returned to the 
road, fent the chief jewel to James. 
While James was thus in the hands of the AitemtioM 

ia Scotland. 

Englifh minifier and fadion, his country was 
harrafled by civil broils. The earl of Egling- 
ton was bafely murdered by the Cunninghams^ 
in a journey of pleafure he had undertaken { 
and the peace of the Weftern Iflands was dif- 
turbcd by two gentlemen of the names of 
Mackonneil and Maclean. The Scotch border- 
ers were in arms againft one another; and 
James was advifed to renew the. ancient po- 
licy of obliging their fuperiors to give bail for 
the good behaviour of their vaflals and te- 
nants. Upon the meeting of the parliament, -^ 
every thing went according to the diredions of 
the Englilh party. The earl of Cowry's lady 
and children were reinfiated in their honours 
and efiates. The earls of Montrofe and Craw- 
ford were continued in clofe prifon ; the go- 
vernment of Dumbarton caftle was given to 
lord Hamilton, as the high treafurerfliip was 
to the mailer of Glamis ; and all other promo- 
tions and houQurs went in the fame channel. 
James, who difliked public commotions of 
fvcry kind, did all he could, by meetings^ 

X 2 ban* 
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A.D»J5S6. this treaty fealed his mother^s tragical doonii^ 
to whom I am now to return. 

£x thoufand footmen, or a lefler nmnberj at the option of the 
£dd king, and (hall caufe them to be condu£led to any part of 
the realm of Scotland upon the king^s charges. 

** Sixth, That in cafe the invafion fliottld be upon the nordi 
parts of the realm of England, within fixty miles of the borders 
of Scotland, the king, being required by the queen, fliould ga. 
ther all the forces he could make, and join with the Engliih 
power for purfuing the iaid invader, and keep them together for 
the fpace of thirty days, or fo much longer, (if it be required) 
as the fubj^ds of Scotland are ufually accuftomed to ftay in the 
£elds for the defence of their own kingdom. 

" Seventh, That upon any invafion, or trouble arifing in the 
realm of Ireland, the king, upon notice given him thereof, 
ibould not only inhibit the repsur thither of any of the inhabit- 
ants of Argyle, the ifles, and places adjacent, or any other parts 
of his dominions j but alfo, if it fliall happen that they or any 
of them (hall go into Ireland with a number extraordinary, and 
in hoftile manner, the king, upon fignification of the fame, 
ihould denounce them his rebels, and purfue them as traitors. 

" Eighth, That neither of their majefties (hould hereafter 
, Supply* aflift, or entertain the rebels or adverfaries of the other, 

nor permit them to refide either privately or publicly in any part 
of their dominions ; but upon the iirft requifition of the prince 
to whom they are rebels, they ihould undelayedly be delivered 
according to the old leagues and ti*eaties, and then expulfed forth 
of their dominions, andredrefs made for any injury they (hould 
happen to commit during their abode in the fame. 

" Ninth, That all controverfics about matters of borders, or 
wrongs committed in the marches fmce the time of the king's 
accepting the government in his own perfon, and by the fpace 
of four years preceding, feould be friendly determined, and 
iatisfied at the (ight of commiilionerd, to be appointed on both 
iides, who (hould meet at the marches within fix months after 
the date of the pre(ents, and decide thereupon. 

** Tenth, That neither of their majefties (hould enter into 

any league or treaty (without the confent of the other, by lettelrs 

figned with their hands under their privy-(ignet) with any 

other prince or ftatc whatfocver, to the prejudice of the prefent 

Ureaty. 

« Eleventh, That all former treaties betwixt their majefties 
progenitors and both realpi?^ notfvith(Unding any djfcontinu* 

ancc 
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The labyrinths of her negotiations both in a,d. i^ 
England and with foreign powers are inex- Amnge- 
preifible; and her correfpondence with Mor- M^y^fcor. 
gan, Paget, and her other agents, during this ISSSSl*" 
and the preceding year, form of themfelves a 
large volume, AH of them tend to the fame 
purpofe, that of procuring her deliverance 
-from prifpn by fome means or other ; but a re- 
cital of particulars would be endlefs. I {hall 
therefore keep by the great outlines of her 
tragical hiftory, without defcending into mi^ 
nu.teneffes. 

It is not to be denied, that the deteftable oifewewBi 
do6fa*ine of depofing and murdering princes !5r^^ 
upon papal bulls and excommunications, had ***«• 
been carefully cultivated in the Engliih femi- 
naries abroad, particularly at Rheims ; and 
when it worked upon a weak brain, it produ- 
ced the moil: frantic refolutions. Elizabeth 
had feveral times efcaped aflaffination by fome 
of thefe enthufiaftic priefts j but Charles Paget 

ance thereof, fliould ftand in full force, fo far as they fliould not 
be found derogatory to the prefent treaty : and that this treat/ 
fhould not infringe any league made by either of their majefties 
or their progenitors with other their friends and confederates ui 
any time by gone, the caufe of religion only excepted, wherein 
the prefent league is declared to be offenfive and defenfive. 

" Twelfth, That both their majefties fiiould confirm the 
league by their oaths and great feals, which Ihould be inter* 
changed, and mutually delivered to each other. 

^* Thirteenth, laftly. That the king, at his coming to the per- 
fefl: age of twenty-five years, ihould caufe the prefent league to 
be ratified by the ftates of the kingdom ; like as the qyeen, at 
the fame time, (hould caufe it to be confirmed in her parliament 
of England." 

and 
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A.D.15^ and Morgan, as appears by their ktt€rs, w^c 
5^n*JcS- ^^ great pains to difluade Mary from having the 
*«^^""- leaft concern with fo defperate a fet of men. 
letter fwn Mary, in anfwer to their caution, acquainted 
^iMPa- them that flie would entertain nO intelligence 
rM»iy*7» ^ith any but the refidents appointlfd by herfelfl 
Thefe were, her etnbafladotr the archbifiiop of 
Glafgow, Charles Paget and Morgan for France 
(if the latter was permitted to reiid^ in that 
country) ; the lord Paget and $ir Francis En- 
glefield for Spain ; Dr. Lewis, or Morgan (if he 
was forced to leave France) for Rome ; Lig- 
gons, for the Low-Countries ; and the lord 
Claude Hamilton, with CourccUes, for Scot- 
land. Walfingham perceiving that fomewhat 
was in agitation among the Englilh Roman ca- 
tholics, ordered the moft artful of his fpies (one 
Maud) to pretend a violent attachment to 
popery, and to mingle in their councils, which 
he did, without being in the leaft fufpcifted. 
Walfingham foon difcpvered that a prieft (one 
Ballard) had been fent to England from the 
iieminary at Rheims, and that he was the chief 
agent for the Englifti Rom^n catholics. Being 
a roan of intrigue^ and well acquainted with 
the heads of that religion both in England and 
Scotland, he was commiiEoned by bhem to go 
to Fi:ance, and there to treat with Mendoza 
apd the duk^ of Guife, for renewing the pro* 
jeft of a defcent upon England. Ballard met 
with a ready reception, and a meeting of Ma- 
ry's 
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ryV friends in France, at which the pbpe^s and a.d ijte^ 
the duke of Parma's agents affifted, was held* 

In this meeting, Charles Paget,* who ?ippears ^° ^Jlf*** 
to have had the founded head amongft thero^ 
dilapproved of any attempt being made upon 
England, during Elizabeth's life. His opinion, 
however, was qver-ruled ; and Ballard was fcnt 
back in a military drefs to England, to con* 
cert meafures with the party for favouring the 
invafion; Ballard met with great encourage* 
ment, and the heads of the Roman catholics 
imparted the refult of their confultations to 
Mary, and (he referred them to Mendoza and 
the pope's agent. Her difpatches at this time 
prove that flie had been rendered defperate by 
her harih treatment, and the length of het 
confinement* She preffed all her agents at fo- : ' 
reign courts to infift upon fomething being at- 
tempted for her deliverance without farther 
negotiating or trifling ; and flie dropt fome ex* 
prei&ons as if ihe had not been well ufed by 
her friends abroad, thro' their procraftinations 
and timidity* 

While Ballard was abroad, he was informed Babington 
by the archbiihop of Glafgow of a Derby- JJfJ^f^^. 
dire gentleman, one Anthony Babington, with vict. 
whom he had been acquainted in his travels, 
who was a violent papift, and entirely d[evoted 
to vMary's fervice. Babington had been re- 
commended, before Ballard was embarked in 
her aiFaii^, to Mary both by the archbifliop 

Vol. VIII. Y and 
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A.W'. i^Mt and Morgan ; and upon his return to Englatid, 
wh^lc Ibe was in the earl of ShrewJbuly's cuf- 
' tody, he had, by his fine parts ^tnd addrcfs, 
been of Angular fervice to her by managing 
her cotrefpondence with her friends. When 
fl*e Was removed to the cuftody of Paiafet, 
Babihgton, either through difobligation, dif- 
couragement, or difficulty, dropt his cohucc** 
tions with Mary ; but his zeal for her fervice 
was now reanimated, and rendered ftronger 
than ever by Ballard, Babington being in- 
formed that one Savage had been fo heated by 
the difcourfes of Romifli priefts, that he fead 
devoted himfelf to murder Elizabeth, envi^ 
him the glory of the aftion, and prevailed 
with Savage to admit five of his (Babingtoli's 
friends) to be his affociates in the murder. Ht 
likewife laid down a fcheme for raifing. a huB* 
dred gentlemen, who were to deliver Maxy by 
force from her imprifonment ; and many dif- 
patches paffed both in England and abroad on 
the fubj^a of the intended invafion. M^ry 
very pofBbly thought that Babington was too 
precipitate ; and impiatient as flie was for her 
liberty, (he defired him and his friends to de- 
' £ft from all violent attempts till they were af- 
fured of ailiftance from abroad, and heard df 
—an infurreclion wliich had been projcfted in 
Ireland. 
fkc^if"*^' Walfingham's amazing genius for political 
h^aff!**** "intrigue made him mafter of all sBabington's 

^ fchemesy" 
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{chemeSf and thofe of Mary's other friends, as a,p<i5^6, 
fopn as they were propofed. His fpy, Maud, 
informed him of all that had pafled between 
Mendosa and Ballard, and the other En^liih* 
fugitives abroad. One Polly, who had been, 
ftrongly recommended to, and was fo entirely 
trufted by, Mary that he was in all Babing- 
ton's fecrets, being' gained by Walfingham, 
betrayed (hem to that minifter. Gifford, 
a prieft, who managed \the correfpondenco 
v^ between Mary and Babington, which paflecl 

in cypher, was gained over in like man* 
ner, and brought to Walfingham all their let- 
ters. A dexterous decypherer, one Phillips, 
explained them ; and Walfingham, after tak<> 
» ing copies of them all, employed pne Gre-^ 

gory, who fealed them up f6 artfully, that it 
could not be perceived they had been opened ; 
and then returning them to GifFord, he deli- 
-vered theni according to their original direc- 
tions. Neither Mary nor any of the confpira- 
tors fufpefted that they were now within aa 
inextricable toil. Tie hopes of foreign af- 
fiftance being fomewhat weakened by delay, 
Babington, in order to quicken the* invafion, 
refolved to go over in peribn to the continent 
That he might more eflfeAually ferve his party, 
he offered to rank himfelf among the nume* 
rous ^oman catholic fpies whom Elizabeth enter- 
tained abroad ; and promifed, that if Walfing* 
ham would give him a pafsport, he would fend 

Y 2 him 
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A. D. 1586. hini intelligence of all that paffed among Mary's 
friends. Walfingham promifei him the pafs- 
poft; but defired him to guard himfelf againft 
the government's fpies, who perhaps might in- 
form againft him, in which cafe he muft be 
brought to a trial, to prefervc his credit with 
his own party. 
frt^wSTor Babington acquainted Ballard, who was to 
tiieconfpi- ^j^yg attended him abroad, with all that paffed 
between himfelf and Walfingham. Towards 
the end of July, Babington received a letter in 
Mary's cypher, defiring him to deliver a packet 
that had come from Morgan, and had been 
^iven to him by the French embaffador's fe* 
cretary. Babington, not doubting that the 
letter came from Mary, gave the bearer the 
packet, and with it a letter informing her of 
all that had paffed between him and Ballard, 
and infifting upon fuitable rewards being given 
- to the gentlemen whom he had engaged in 
her fervice ; and if they Ihould fail, to their 
pofterity. While Babington was vv'^aiting for 
the return of Walfingham, who was abfent 
from London, he reviewed his band of confpi- 
rators, and fuited to each the part he was to 
aftr One Abington, vvhofe father had been 
formerly cofferer to Elizabeth, Barnwell, a 
gentleman of quality in Ireland, and Savage, 
who has been already mentioned, readily un- 
idertook the murder, and bound themfelves by 
an oatji to kill Elizabeth. Tilney, one of the 

band 
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band of penfioners, and Tichburn, a Hamp- ^'>««sW. 
fbire gentleman, were fiartled at firft at the 
thoughts of murder ; but they were foon re- 
conciled to it by Ballard's prieftly fophiftry, 
and joined with the other four. Babingtou 
and Ballardy who knew their meut carefully 
concealed the murdering fcheme from thofe 
confpirators who they thought could not be 
brought to imbrue their hands in their fovc'- 
reign's blood, but willingly undertook to affift 

^' in xlelivering Mary from her imprifonment. 
Among thofe were £dward Windfpr, and a 
Devonfhire gentleman of fortune, one Salilbury. 

All the confpirators were enthufiafts for the ^y! ^^f 
Koman catholic rdigion, brave, handfome, and 

> young. Babington took care to keep up their 
fpirits and refolution - by frequent meetings, 
which often ended in intemperance ; and the 
theme of their difcourfc always turned upoa 
the glory of their attempt, and the merit of 
^ refcuing injured innocence ; not without exul-r 

tations upon the doble profpeft that was referv- 
cd for them and their pofterity, in cafe they 
fucceeded. They became, at laft, fo nnuch 
intoxicated with vanity, that the portraits of 
the feven murdering confpirators were sketched 
out upon canvas ; and when Polly privately 
fliewed the piece to Elizabeth, flie immediately 
recoUefted the face of Barnwell. Happening 
fome days after to walk abroad, flie faw him ; 
«nd turning to Hatton, captain of her guar^ 

« Am 
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A.0ftB^ " Ana I »ot (did fee) finely attended, when I 
havie not a man in my company who wears a 
fword ?" But though Elizabeth atid her mi* 
nifier Walfingham were poffeffed of mote thaB 
fttflkient evidence againft the confpiratora, 
they had difcovered nothing that eonld affedr 
Mary's life ; nor indeed did it ever appear that 
flie was in the fecret of the murdering part of 
their plot Walfingham, to bring her Irithia 
the ftatute of ajBbciation latdy pafled, whichi 
rendered it death for her to be concerned m 
any attempt upon the life of Elizabeth, tam^ 
pered with Panlet to fufier Gifford the prie& 
to corrupt one of his domeftics to betray Mary. 
Paulet declined this ; but he agreed that Gif^ 
ford fliould bribe a fellow in the neighbour- 
hood, who had been employed by Mary to 
manage her correfpondence through a hole in 
the wall of her prifon, which was ftopt up by 
a loofc fione. The fellow accordingly commu^ 
nicated all the letters from or to Mary to Gif- 
ford, who carried them to Walfingham, and 
he made the fame ufe of them as he had of her 
others. 
itUaifco- Elizabeth began now to think that Wal- 
fingham might fpin the thread of his policy 
too fine, and fhe peremptorily ordered that 
Ballard, whom fhe confidered as the moft dan** 
gerous of the confpirators,! fliould be appre- 
hended in Babington's houfc, and committed 
to prifon ; which was done. This did not difr 

concert 
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concert Babingt?wi, vAi^ i»agtned that it pro- M>'»a^ 
C^deA from the officimfnefs of the if ks and 
kiformers whom Waliingham had ad«rifed bsm ' 
to guard againft, and that mimfber encouraged 
his miftalps. He t)rib!ed, -however, one Skm^ 
damore, a companion of Babisigtony to watch 
hh motions ; and at a certain time be fent liim 
a «^ote, defiring Jie would be nsKMiethan enrcir 
obfenrant of his charge. The latter, ^through 
ScodamOTe's inadvertency, sead the^note valoog 
with him, and that nighrt made ;hi5 efcape. Tine 
eohfpirators were now fully conviincBd thsA 
thieir plots were difco^ered, md for fomelsme 
i^rsuidered al^ut 'both in town and comxtry ia 
mean difguifes ; t)ut they were pupfued fo diotAj^ 
that all of them except Windfor wc»e itaken, 
«nd brought tip to London* Upon their ex- 
aminations while in prifon, they could £x no 
guilt upon JMary^ farther than that ihe >and Ba-^ 
bington ^had uibd to correipond ixigcther ; iiwac 
did it appear tha!t Babington had ev$r feenliQr 
wrxdte. On the thirteeutai of Sqjtember, feven 
of the .confpixator^, among whom were. 3^ 
btngtou and iBallard, were arraigned ; and 
ha\riiig pleaded guilty, they were esecuted 
with all the rigour of the fentence pronounced 
againfi: traitors. Seven others were convided 
next day, and executed, hut le& mgrouily ; 
and iall of them died repenting that part of 
their confpiracy which regarded the murder jof 
Elizabeth. 

.Marjr^ 
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A. 1x158^ Mary,, during the profecution of the eotH 
^^^^ ipiratorSy was at great $|uas to clear herfelf by 
w*Fr«[(L her letters to Elizabeth, and otherwife, from 
all fufpicion of being concerned in their aflaf-^ 
finatingfchemes ; but her doom was now fixed ; 
Ibr £U:iabeth wa;s determined, at all events,. 
to bring her to the fcaffold. A favourable op-« 
portunity now prefented. A refolution had 
been taken by the Guifes, who werp at the 
head of the French league^ if Henry the third fj 
fiiould die without iiTue, to place the cardinal 
of Bourbon upon the throne of France, in- 
fiead of the king of Navarre, who was the 
true heir according to the S^lic law,. That 
prince appealed to Elizabeth, who promifed to . 
affift him ; but the queen-mother, for family-* 
reafons, taking part with the Guifcs, a civil 
war was kindled in France, in which the prince 
of Conde took part with the king of Navarre ; 
and Elizabeth having fupplied the Hugonots 
with fome money, engaged the protcftant ^ 

princes of Germany in their favour; fo that 
the.Guifes found thcmfclves in no condition 
to fulfil the promifes they had made to Mary 
and her friends. The court of Spain was fo 
much interefted in the civil war of France, 
that Mary wa? equally difappointed from that 
quarter ; and the king of Denmark having 
offered his mediation between Elizabeth and 
Jiis Catholic majefty, fhe fcemed difpofed to ac- 
cept of it, that flie might ftrike qff Mary*< 
h^d.with the greater fecurity. 
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As a piepzr2L:Wt for that catklJroplie, it wsrf a. 0.158^, 
rcfohrcd in Elizkbeth^s council, zbd by the* ^o7tdZ 
advice of Ldceftei^, who, vi^fiilt hd remained in ^^^l 
the Low Gonntries, m^jTs Mary's mortal eli6ftiy, 
to trahfport her to Fothcringay caftlein ITorth- 
amptonfbire ; and the care of conducing ktif 
ttither was affigned to her keepct, Paulct. Thd 
favourable difp6fition of the gcntletnen of theJ 
bounties through \irhich flie w^as to pafsr to- 
^ardsMary, rendered her rcmbval a matter o^ 
io mueh difficulty, that the lofd-tjeafiirer, 
Burleigh, took the pains to draw up with his 
own hand a paper of inftruftions, marking 
6ut the different ftages of her journey ; but 
Aohe of them in the diredt road to Fotherin- 
gay caille, till (he fhould be brought thither by^ 
i. fhort, fudden, turn. Paulet, by, the help of 
.thofe infirudions, performed his commiffion 
with great dexterity ; which gave Elizabeth fa 
much fatisfacliott as to draw from hei* the fol- 
lowing letter, from which the reader may ea- 
fily guefs the fituation of her mind, and how^' 
Very determined flie was, notwithftanding her 
felemn proteftatipns to the contrary, to have 
the blood of the unhappy Mjiy. 

« To my faithful Amias, Lcturof 

f* My moll careful and faithful fervatit, God' toPauiet. 
reJward thee treble-fold in the double for thy 
moft tfoubleforae charge, fo well difcharged. 
ff you knew, my Amias, how kindly, befides^^ 
dutifully, my grateful heart accepteth your 

V Qi.. VIIL Z double 
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A- D. 1586? double labours and faithful actions, your wife 
orders and fafe-condu6l, performed in fo dan-, 
gerous and crafty a charge, it would cafe your 
travel, (troubles write over head) and rejoice 
your heart. And (which I charge you to carry 
this moft juft thought) that I cannot balance, 
;n any weight of my judgment, the value! 
- prize you at : and fuppofe no treafure to coun- 
tervail fuch a faith ; and condemn myfelf in^ 
^hat fault which I have committed, if I reward 
not fuch deferts; yea, let me lack, when I 
have moft need, if I acknowledge not fuch a 
merit with a reward non omnibus datum. 

*< But let your wicked miftrefs know, how 
with hearty forrow her vile deferts compel 
thofe orders ; and bid her, from me, afk God 
forgivenefs for her treacherous dealing toward 
the fayer of her life for many years, to the in- 
tolerable peril of her own. And yet, not 
content with fo many forgiveneffes, muft fall 
again fo horribly, far furpaffing a woman, 
much more a princef^. Inftead of excufing 
whereof, not one can ferve, it being fo plainly 
confeffed by the aftors of my guiltlefs death. 
Let repentance take place; and let not the 
fiend poffefs, fo as her bed part be loft ; which 
I pray, with hands lifted up to him, ths^t may 
both faveand fpill, with my loving adieu, 
adieu, and prayer for thy long life, your -af- 
£ured and loving fovereign in heart, by good 
defert induced, 

« Elizabeth Regina.'' 
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After Mary's arrival at Fotheringay caftle, ^-^'sW- 
her treatment was barbarous beyond prece- treatcDeoc • 
dent, and almoft beyond belief. Sir Thomas ^ ^* 
Gorges was ordered by Elizabeth to inform 
her as to the fates of Babington and his aflb* 
tiates. He pretended that her letters which 
had been intercepted, directed to Babington, 
Mendpza, Paget, Englefield, and other Eng- 
lilh exiles, would undoubtedly convift her of 
being concerned in the confpiracy againft Eli- 
zabeth's life ; that it appeared from theni that 
file had recommended the earl of Arundel and 
his brothers, with the young earl of North- 
umberland, to head the infurreflion in Eng- 
land ; but that ihe had cautioned them not to 
take the field till they were certain of foreign 
affiftance, and till (as we have already feen) 
fame commotions were raifed in Ireland. It 
happens fortunately for the memory of Mary 
that the chief of thofe letters zfe ftill pre-* 
ferved ; and that though fhe there exprefles 
the ftrongeft anxiety for her liberty, yet fhe is 
entirely filent as to the affaffination plot With 
regard to the other charges, flie was fo far 
fi'om denying them, that, as I have already 
mentioned, ihe juftified them, becaufe, as a 
fovereign princefs, ihe was not fubjeft to the 
laws of England, and was at liberty to ufe all 
means for her deliverance. We cannot there- ^^^^ 
fore fee with what propriety the reverend 
editor of a collection of State Papers^ fays in 

Z 2 hi»- 
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A.p,f5S6. Yii^ preface, that they throw a very unfayourr 
able light on the condwcl of Mary, • 

robMof L^' a candid reader perufe them, and he 
jiirdT. '^^'^ "Pt l>^ ?Wc to fix upon a finglc paflG^g^ 
that is pot juftified by the ilridteft laws of hof 
nouf . It was not enough for Mary's enemies 
to refolve upon her death, ijnlefs it ^as pre*? ■ 
ceded by the moft mortifying and violent cir- 
cumftances of difgrace, Elizabeth remembered 
Mary's promife th* her I?ft words fhould b« 
thofe of a queen ; and fhe CQulitJ i^ot bear her 
piagnanimous pcrfeverancc in fiilfiUipg it. 
Great as Elizabeth was, fhe had a ftrong tin£lxirft 
of low, feminine, envy ; and the even w^Qtonly 
endeavoured to fubdu^ Majy's high fpWt by 
ipultiplying her hardfhips and difgFaeeii. Pau- 
i^tterfrom ^^ had orders to.ftrip her of hfr money: 
Pauict. calling to his affiftance one Bagot, they 
Ijurft into Mary's room, who was then in bed, 
and ill of a paralytic diforder arifing from hef 
confinement. He demanded, Ker money in tho 
mofi: ruffian-like manper; and Upon her re- 
fufing to deliver up the l^ey of hercabin^t^ 
h.e brought crows ^nd hammers tp bre^k it 
open. Mary Ujpon this deliv<?red up her key; 
apd Wa,de feiaced between five and fix thqii- 
fand crowns in ready mone^. After this, ha 
confined her fervants to their fcveral rooms^ 
which he like wife fearched for money, till he 
fl^ould receire orders from court for their be- 
ipg difcharged from their attenjlance on theij? 



O F S C O T L A N D. 17} 

J^ary h;ad two fecretaries^ Nau and Cwr, the A^JXiiSi. 
former a French, and the latter a Scotchman; P*epm- 
but neither of. them pofleffed \vith eourage uim. 
or conftancy fufficien^ to endure the rack, and 
therefore the evidence they gave again^ Mar]^ 
(if any) ought to go for nothing. Their cham^ 
iera were in like manner rifted; their papers 
land perfons fecured, and both of them ex* 
amined in order to fix upon Mary the charge 
of being concerned in Babi^gtonV aflTociatiani 
plot. Elizabeth's next d^t>eration (now that 
(he was jpoflefled of all the evidences and pa^ 
pers that (he could defire) was in what man«. 
ner, and under what denomination, Mary 
ihould be tried. Two iftethods were fug- 
gefted ; the firft was to try heb^ipon the gene* 
ral words of the ftatute of the twenty- fifth o£ 
Edward the third, ^^ whereby he is made 
guilty of treafoii who fliall compafs or ima« 
gine the deftruclion of the king or queen^ 
raife war in his or her dominions, or adhere to 
his or her enemies." The other was to try 
her by the aflbciation aft of the twcnty-feventh. 
of Elizabeth^ the fubftance of which we have 
already rehfcarfed. The latter method was 
approved of, becaufe, wheA.that aft pafled, 
Mary was in England, and, according to the 
lawyers, owed a local allegiance to queen Eli- 
zabeth. The defignation under which flie was 
to be triied (fpr Elizabeth would not fuffer her ' 
to be tried as a private perfon) came next un- 
der 
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JLT>. 15W. der confideration. The lawyers were of opi- 
•nion that no foreign name of dignity could 
be primarily taken notice of by the Englifli 
faw, though it might by an ** alias dida,*' which 
went for nothing after the perfon was cer- 
tainly and properly defcribed. They therefore 
rejefted her title of the queen of Scots, and 
defigned her in the commiffion which was if- 
fucd fbr her trial, ** Mary dailghter and heirefs 
of James the fifth, lately king of Scotland, 
and commonly called queen of Scots and dbW' 
ager of France/* Elizabeth agreed to this ex- 
pedient ; but affefted to be ftruck with the re- 
monftrances of Bethune the French embaf- 
fador ; -** that Mary, like Elizabeth, was an 
anointed, independent, princefs ; that one 
equal could not have power ovet^ another; 
and that while fhe was in England, her actions 
were cognizable only by the law of nations/' 
The anfwer to thofe remonftrances was, that 
» Mary had been depofed from her kingdom; 

that fhe had voluntarily relinquilhed it ; and 
that (he was feodary to the crown of England; 
and that in the cafe of every fovereigp in another 
fovereign's territories, he or fhe was to be con- 
fidered but as a private perfon. It was like- 
wife urged, that every perfon living in Eng- 
land was fubjecl to its laws ; and that, even by 
the civil law, fhe might be tried for treafon. 
The lafl opinion was attempted to be fup- 
ported by fome cafes drawn from the pope's 

clecrct2^1« 
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decretals and the civil Uw; and to prove how ^^\^^, 
impertinent and inconclufive they were, I have, , 
in the notes ^, given the opinion of Dr. Yz< 
lentine Dale, the greateft civilian then in £ng* 
land, in a letter to lord Burleigh. Upon the 
whole, I may venture to affirm that it was ridi- 

• " Plcafeth It your lordfhip to confirm your opinion af- 
furedly^ quod delinquens punitur loco delicti, nulla dignitadft 
habita ratione.. It may pleafc your lordfhip to confidcr tliefe 
words following of the pope's own writing, in flementina paT- 
toraJis de reindicata, which he made exprefly to revoke the fen*, 
tehee of Henry the feventh againft king Robert of Sicily. 
■ *• Quod fi punitio criminis intra diftri6lum imperialem com- 
iniin ad imperatorem forfan pertinuifle aileraturj Temm eft- 
^idem, fi in eodem dillrid^i fuifTet inventus delinquens. Sec {o 
that in the prefcnt cafe, the party being in the fame territory 
where the crime was committed, the pope himfelf confeflTeth the 
conclufion and aifertion of the emperor to be true, and yet the , 
civilians do write, that in the very cafe of king Robert of Si- 
cily, which was out of the territory of the emperor at the time 
of the fentence, juriftae debent. 8c tenentur fequi £a$um impera- 
toris, & non papae. 

** It may pl^afe your lordihip alfo tojcall to remembrance, 
that when all the civilians were confulted in the bifhop of Ro(s''s 
cafe, it was refolved, quod legatus punitur in loco deliAi, fi de- 
linquat tempore legationis, non obftaACe legati privtlegio. And 
indeed the very text of * the civil lawyers is plain in the cafe,, L. 
non ai&io G legati, P. de judiciis legati ex delidlis ih legatom 
commiflis coguntur judicium Romae pati ; five ipfi admiierinty 
five fervi eorum, and yet legatus fuftinet perfonam fui princi- 
pis ; and of all men the moft privileged, apfo jure gentium. 

*' If it may be any fatisfa6tion unto her majeily, or if her 
majefty be defirous to be fully refolved in this point, your lord- * 
ihip may affuredly inform her majefty of the premifles, as it (ball 
ieem to your lordihip tpoft convenient. Nihil enim eft in tota 
jttre certius, what doubt foever an/ roan domakeof it« AxmI 
thus I have not to trouble your lordihip any further. 

At LondoOi the iixth of 0£lober, X585, 
Your lord(hip*8 moft humble, 

Valen. Dale." 
s Strype, vol. iii. p. 365. 

culous 
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jLf>._isH. cvHoviB in the crawix lawyers to fajr that Miff,' 
who, CTtr fince her firft arrival itt Englatid, 
\ had bpc» kept 9 dofc prifoncr, tojoyed the 

protedion of the laws, or that her local refiderice 
in England, under a forced confinentent, fub- 
jefted her to be tried by the* laws of that king- 
donu But I am now to attend the proceedings 
of the court of Scotland. 
jMct be- James contitiued to be fo infatuated by his 
i^S'^LlL Engliih penfLon, that for fome time he had not 
•^ only dropt all thoughts of his mother, but 

had taken her mortal enemies into his moil 
inmoft councils. Among them was Archibald 
Douglas, who continued flill to be his refident 
. in England with the mafter x)f Gray, and both 
. qf them had fold themfelves to Elizabeth* 
Miirden*s Fontcnay,. the French embafi&dor at his court, 
'. as appears from his letter to Mary of this 
year s date, had attempted to bring James to 
fign the iriftrument for aflfociating his mother 
with him in the government, and for taking 
fome vigorous refolutions towards her deli- 
verance; but the anfwers of James to all his 
propofals were fo cold and evafive, that he loft' 
all hopes of iuccefs. Nothing was fo terrible 
to Elizabeth as the thoughts of a war with 
Scotland at this time ; and I perceive from the 
State Papers that her creatures fed James 
with the ridiculous hopes of marrying Eliza- 
beth herfelf, and being declared by the Eng- 
liih parliament her heir and fucceflbr. -Many 

other 
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Other baits of the fame kind were thrown out A.D.i5S6r 
tp him ; but when he certainly unde^ftood 
that preparations were nuaking for trying his 
mother. for life, it gave a ihock to his nature; 
The fdilowing is part of a letter from the maf- 
ter of Gray, to his confederate Archibald 
Douglas. " His (Jamcs'^) opinion is, that it 
cannot fiand with his honour that he be a con* 
fenter to take his mother's life ; but he is con- 
tent how ftriftly Ihe be kept,, and all her old, 
knavifh fervants hanged, chiefly they who be 
in hands. For this you. muft deal very warily 
to efchew inconveniencies, feeing neceffity of all 
honeft mens aifairs requires that ihe were oilt 
of the way." Two days after. Gray writes 
that James was content the law fhould go for- «• 
ward againft his mother, her life being fafe ; 
and that he would gladly wifh that all foreign 
piinces fliould know how ill flie has behaved to- 
wards Elizabeth, and that flie receives favour 
through her clemency. By a letter from James 
himfelf, direded to hjis mother's fecretary 
Nau, about the fame time, he orders him to 
make up fome difierenc<^s that had fallen out 
between Mary and the countefs of Shrewfbury j 
but refers further particulars to Archibald 
Douglas, whom he defirjes her to trufk as 
himfelf. 
After reading the above e;ttrJiifts, the reader Proceed?ng« 

upon Aift* 

C^n fcarcely doubt of the meantltfs of James, ry'i wu 
and the duplicity of his. miniftti^* There is 
Vou VUL A a too 
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A.ixii«e. too much reafonT to believe, that the ttkiii^^ 
ment which hi afterwards feemed to cxprcfs ott 
account of his mother's trial and excctttidttj 
was^ at beft, but afieded, and meant only to 
keep up appearances with Mary's party ia Scot- 
land j who filcntly reproached him for his tamfc- 
nefe. This gave Elizabeth, at firft, fotte atp- 
prehenfions -, but they were quieted by Doug-- 
las, tyho privately adyifed her to flrifce the 
blow, for which Elizabeth was now fully pre- 
pared; and a commiffion, which thd reader 
will fiiid In the notes ^, with the names and 

^ Elisabeth by tbe grace of Gocl, of EAg^and, Fraxic^ and 
Ireland, queen> defender of the faith, &q. To the moft reve- 
r<^d father in Chrift, John, archbifliop of Cantttbiory, priihat*' 
and ftietropolitaa of aU fiiigland, and one at ojar priv7->cDuneil t 
and to our trufty and well beloved Sir Thomas Bromley, knight, 
chancellor of England, and one of our privy-cburtcil ; Sind alfo 
to our tnifty and well beloved WillisUn, loxd Barieigb, lord 
treafurer of England^ another of onr privy-council ; and alfo . 
to our moft dear couHn, William, lord marquis of Winchefter, 
one of the lords df the parliathent $ to our moil dear coii£ai Bd- 
wa^d earl of ^Oxford, gr^at ch&fnberlain <^ England, another of 
the lords of the parliament ; and alfo to our moft deaf confin 
George, earl of Shrewibury, earl marihal of England; another 
of our privy^^^oitncil $ .and to-our moft dear couiin Henry, earlrof' 
ISient, another of the lords^ofth^ parliament; and alfo to our 
coufih-Henry, earl of Derby, another of our privy-council j and 
to our moft dear couiin Edward, eail of Rutland, another of 
tiie lords of the^ parliament ; and to our moft dear couiln /^m«. 
brofe, earl of^Warwick, mafter of our ordnance, another of our 
. pHvy-council ; and to pur moft dear ooufija lienry, e^ri of Pem- 
broke, another of the lords of the parliament ; and alio to our 
fnoft dear coyfin Robert, earl of Leicefter, mafter of our horfe, 
another of our priv|^!eounci^) and to our moft dear couOn'llen* 
ry, earl of Lincc^, ^another , of .the lords pf the parliament ; 
and alfo topur moft dear coufin Anthony,. virc;puut Montague, 
another of the ItSScfs of thepiiHiamehtj.aiid to o\jr trafty and- 
wtiA beloved Charles, loird j^owaid, olCir high admiral of Edg- 

land> 
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IHiiploynifPt? of ber ji;<lges9 was ifiued for.tiyp 4.p.isfA» 
ing Mary. The reader will there fee, that out ^ 

land, another of our privy-eouncil 3 and to our trufty and well 
beloved lilenry, lord Haiifdon» our lord-chfunberiain^ another 
of oui' privy-council ; and alfo to our trufty and well beloved 
Henry, lord Abergavenny, anodier of the lords of the parlia- 
ment $ and to our trufty and well beloved Edward, lord CSouch, 
another of the lords of the parliament ; and alfo to our trufty 
and well beloved Edward, lord Morley, another of the lords of 
the parliament jand to our trufty and well beloved 'WiJliatny 
lord Cobbam, lord Warden of our cinque-perts, another of 
our privy-council $ and alio to our trufty and welH>eloved Ed^ 
ward, lord Staftbrd, another of the lords of the piffliaraent $ and 
alfo to oUr trufty Mid well beloved Arthur, lord Grey of Wil- 
ton, another of the lords of the parliament j and alfo to our 
trufty and well beloved John, lord Lumley, another of the lorda 
of the parliament i and alio to our trufty and well beloved John^ 
lord Stourton, another of the lords of the parliament ; and to 
our trufty and well beloved William^ lord Sandes, another of 
the lords of the parliament; and alfo to our trufty and well be- 
loved Henry, lord Wentworth, another of the lords of the par* 
liament ; to our trufty asfd well be(oi^d Lewis, lord Mordaunt, 
another of the lords of the parliament ; and to our triiily and 
well beloved John, lord St. John of BletneihOy anothh' of the 
lords of the parliament ; and alfo to our trufty and well beloved 
Thomas, lord Buckhurft, another of our privy-council ; and 
to our. trufty and well beloved Henry, lord Compton, another 
of the lords of the parlUme;it , and alfo to our trufty and 
beloved Henry, lord C^eyney, another of the lords of the pariia« 
ment 5 to ovir truily and beloved Sir Francis Knolles, knight, trca- 
iiirer of our houihpld^ another of our privy-cpuncil ; ^nd alfo 
to our trufty and beloved Sir James Crofts, knight, comptrojlei:' 
of our faid houihold^ another of our privy-council $ and to our 
trufty and beloved Sir Chriftbpher Hatton, knight, our vice* 
chamberlain, another of our privy-coun(:il 5 ^n^ alfo to our ; 

trufty and beloved Sir Francis Waliingham^ knight, one of our 
principal fecretaries, another of our privy-council; and alio t^ 
our trufty and beloved William Davidfon, efq. another of our 
principal fecretaries, an^ of our privy-council^ and alfo to our 
trufty and beloved Sir Ralph Sadler, Jcnigbt, chancellor of our 
duchy of Lancafter, another of our privy-coun<jl ; and alio to 
our truity and beloved Sir Walter Mildmay, knifi^ht, chanceUor 
of our es^chequeri another of our privy-coimcH $ and to our 

A*» tru^ 
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A.D.ISW. of forty-one judges fcvcntecn poffeffcd places 

trufty and beloved &'r Amias Paulet, knight, captain of our ific 
of Jwfey, another of oar privy-council j and to our trufty and 
beloved John Wolley, efq. our fecretary for the Latin tongue, 
another of our privy-council ; and alio to our trufty and be** 
loved Sir Chriftopher Wray, knight, chief jufticer aHigned for 
the pleas to be holden before us $ and to' our trufty and beloved 
Sir Edmund Anderfbn, knight, our chief jufticer of the bench | 
Sir Roger Manwood, knight, our chief baron of our exchequer ) 
Sir Thomas Gawdy, knight, one of our jufticers aftlgned for th^ 
pleas to be holden before us j and William Pertam, on« of our 
jufticers of the bench, greeting, &c. Then, (not to write it ail 
down verbatim) after the recital of the a^^ made the laft year, 
thus it follows : Whereas ftnce the end of the feftion of par^ 
liament, viz, iince the firft day of June, in the twenty feventh 
year of our reign, divers things have been compaffcd and 
imagined tending to the hurt qf our royal perfon, as well by 
Mary, daughter and heir of James the fifth king of Scots, 
and commonly called queen of Scots, and dowager of France, 
pretending a title to the crown of this realm of England, as by 
divers other perfons, with the privity of the faid Mary, as wc 
are given to underftand $ and whereas we do intend and re* 
folye, that the forefaid zSt ftiall be in all and every part thereof 
duly and afte^ionately put in execution^ according to the tenor 
of the fame, and that all o^ences abovefaid, in the a£l above- 
faid, mentioned as afore is faid, and the^ circumftances of the 
iame, (hall be examined, and fentence or judgment thereupon 
given, acpor^ipg to the tenpr and effect of the (aid a£l ; to yoi} 
and the greater part qf you, we do give full and abfolute power, 
licence, and authority, according to the tenor of the faid aft, tp 
4sxamine all and fipgular patters cornpafted and imagined, tend? 
ang to the liurt of our royal perfon, as well by the forefaid Mary, 
^ by any other perfon or perfons whatfoever,''wJth the privity of 
the faid Mauy, and a]l circumftances of the fame, and of her of- 
fences whatfoever abovefaid, in thf aft abovefaid (as afore is^ 
faid) mentioned, apd all circupftances of the fame, and of everv 
of them, and thereupon according to the tenor of the aft aforefaiai 
po give fente;ice or judgment, as upon good proof the matter 
<hall appear to you. And therefore we command you, that you 
(do at fuch certain days and places, which you, or the greater 
part of you, fliall, for that purpofe, fet and agree upon, dili- 
jg;ently proceed upon the prenxifTes, in form aforefaid, &c, 
CwWen, p. 519- 
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immediately under Elizabeth ; others were tm« a.d. 158^ 
der the lafli of the government, as being fuf- 
pedled papifts ; and inftant ruin muft have fbli- 
lowed their differing in opinion from the other 
commiffioners. The remaining part of the 
commiflioiiers were privy-cbunfellors or judges ' 
in Weftminfter-hall, who in thofc days were 
removeable from their feats at pleafure. The 
firft meeting of the commiffioners at Fother- 
ingay-caftle was on the eleventh of O^ober. 
Mildmay and Paulet, who were two of hef 
Hiofl: violent enemies, prcfented her with Eliza- 
betVs commiffion, and letters for her trial. 
She read them with a becoming dignity, and 
complained bitterly of the hardfliips of her 
cafe. Her long imprifonment, (he faid, and 
her fedentary life, had deprived her of the ufe 
of her limbs ; that what flie had farefeen had 
happened, as the affociation ad:. was originally 
meant for her deilruclion. She next, gently^ 
refleded- on Elizabeth for having lately, with^ 
out her privity, concluded a treaty with her 
fon ; and Ihe refufed, as flie was a fovereign 
princefs, to be tried as a fubjeft. She declared 
that ihe wa$ ignorant of .the laws and cpnfti- 
tutions of England, where ihe could have no 
peers ; and remonilrated how unjuil it was to 
try her, a fingle, helplefS| woman, who had 
none to plead her caufe, and was deprived of 
all the means of defence, by her enemies feiz- 
ing her papers, the only evidences of her inno- 

cency. 
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A.V.15U. ccncy. She added, with a noble (pint, that 
ihe difdained a lie ; nor would ihe deny, that, 
thinluDg herfelf warranted by her wrongs, fht" 
had thrown herfelf upon the protedion of fo« 
reign prince^. Next day, (he faid that (he did 
not conceive herfelf to be fubjeft to the lawi of 
England merely, sis Elizabeth had written to 
her, for having enjoyed her protedion, be- 
caufe fbe had never enjoyed fuch protedion ; 
nor had fhe ever an opportunity of knowing 
what the laws were. 

Mary's refolute behaviour put her judges to 
a fland ; for they were at a lofs how to proceed, 
if Ihe fliould continue to difpute the validity 
of their commiflion. She was attacked in 
their turns by the lawyers and the great officers 
of ilate. The former threatened to proceed 
againft her as in abfence, if ihe eontinped to 
difpute their commiflion ; and Burleigh, iq a 
ftudied harangue, recounted to the court the 
feveral kindneffes fhewn to the prifoner by 
Elizabeth, Mary heard his fpeech with a con* 
temptuous, but juft, difdain. She demanded 
to know by what law they intended to pro* 
ceed. As to that named in the commiflion, 
ihe obferved that it was made, and meant, pur* 
pofdy againft herfelf; and that they had no 
civilians in the kingdom who could try her by 
any law but that of England, to which i^ 
was determined not to fubmit. She offered, 
however, to clear her conduct in a jFuJl pariia* 

ment^ 
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ment, or even before the commiffioaers themf* a«oi^ 
fHves, bat not jodidally. She was anfwered 
by Hatton in a florid, fophifiical, manner; 
afldi at laft, perceiving that her judges would 
certainly proceed againft her, and fearing that 
her making no defence might be conftmed into 
a tacit acknowledgment of guilt, ihe coaiented 
to anfwer before the tommxffion und^c a llrong 
proteftation, faving her own fights and dig- 
nity. Thit was a fatal ftep in Mary ; but how 
could ihe avoid it, circumftanced aa (he was, 
without friends or advice, and betrayed by 
Aofe Co whom Ihe ought to have trufted for 
feftty f 

The trial then proceeded with a ihew of 
iblemnity and order. Mary repeated her pro- 
damations, and renewed her protefts. The 
capital charge urged againft her by the crown 
lawyers was her being concerned in, or hav- 
ing knowledge of, Babington^s con4>iracy. Had 
they fttirly made good this, it #ould have 
brought her under the ad of the twenty-ievehth 
of Eli2;abeth, upon which ihe was tried ; but 
all chey produced to fupport it was Babington's 
own confeflion while under fentence of death, 
and ibme copies of letters iaid to have been 
written by her to Babington ; and though not 
fo much as pretended to be of her hand, were 
drawn up fo as to agree with his confeflion^ 
Among the other abfurdities with which thole 
letters werfe llu&d, one was, her defiring Ba- 

bington 
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A. D. 1506. bingtbn to apply to the earl of Northumbef* 
land^ who was but a boy/ and to the earl of 
Arundel) who was a dofe priibner, for affif- 
tance. Upon mention of the Howard family^ 
Mary, who till then had continued unmovtd^ 
buril :into tears : ^ Alas ! faid flie^ how mucb 
has that noble houfe of Howard fuffered for 
xny fake !" She then again folcmnly denied her 
being concerned with Babington in the affaffi* 
nation plot ; and when a letter was produce^ 
Turritten in her cypher approving of it, iho, 
pofitively declared that it never was written by- 
her,: or by her order ; and took notice, that ^ 
Walfingham, who, though one of her judges, 
was her avowed enemy, and was in poffeffion of 
her cyphers, it was eafy for him to forge fuch 
a letter for her deftruftion. She owned that 
file had been earned with Elizabeth to mitigate 
the penalties of the catholics ; and that fiie had 
obeyed the diftates of liature in endeavouring! 
to engage her friends to deliver her : ** But, 
faid flie, I would not purchafe the higheft feli- 
city :on earth with the fmalleft taint of blood, 
far lefs with that of a queen and a fifter." She 
concluded this part of her defence with farther 
proofs of the falfhoods alledged againft her, 
and drew from Walfingham a moft folemn 
aukward apblogy of his own fincerity and im- 
partiality, which all who heard* him difbe- 
lieved. 
The crown lawyers next prefled her Secre- 
tary 
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tary Curl's depofition as an evidence of her A*i>.isS6» 
guilt. I have more than once obferved how 
little regard ought to be paid to confeffions ex* 
torted either by the feat or feeling (for they 
are both the fame) of the rack. There cannot 
be the leaft queftion that the confeflions of Ba- 
bingtoUy Ballard, Nau, and Curl (if they made 
any) were extorted from them in that mannen 
Mary acknowledged that ihe always believed 
her two fecretaries to be honeft men ; and if 
they had accufed her in their depoiitions to 
have dictated an anfwfcr to Babington's letter, 
they had committed two great faults ; the firft, 
in violating the oath of fecrecy which they 
had taken to her at their admii&on ; and fe* 
condly, in inventing fo deteftable^a calumny 
againft her, their fovereign and their miftrefs^ 
and all that can be drawn from it amounts to 
jQO more than that it comes from two perfidi- 
ous men. " And, O good God ! (fays flie) in Macfcen. 
what a dcfperate condition is the majefty and ***'•?•*'««• 
fafety of princes, if they depend upon the writ- 
ings and witneffes of their fecretaries^ who are 
fiibjecl to all the frailties that other pien are 
fubjeft to ! Why did they not bring my fecre- 
taries before me to atteft it to my face^ which 
I am confident they durft not do ? But (conti«» 
nues ftie) ^ou are noble lawyers and judges 
to put Babington to death without bringing 
him before me j to open his mouth by torments 
to tell a lie ; aad then to ihut it up for ever 
Vol. yill.' Bb againft 
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A.D.i58». againft the truth. And if my fecretariea be 
alive, why do you . not (as I have faid) bring 
them before me ? 
I'm! of « And as to the invading of England, I ic- 

nued. knowledge I did require the aid and ailiftance 
of foreign princes for reftoring me to my li* 
berty ; and in this, I think, I did nothing but 
what nature doesfuggeft to every one. Who is 
tiot dcfirous of liberty that are iri thraldom? 
I ato no fubjeft to your queen : I have been 
thefe many years her prifoner. The many of- 
fers I have made to her have been rejefted ; my 
fickneffes have encreafed on me ; and I have 
been denied aid and affiftance in them. And 
is*it fuch a crime in me as deferves your confi- 
' deration, to defire to be fet at liberty ? And laft- 
ly, as to the giving over her kingdom to the 
king of Spain, the very mentioning of it (faid 
flie) is a fufficient refutation of it ; I had not 
my poor perfon at my difjpofal, much lefe my 
kingdom. Befides, it > is' very well known, 
that it is not in my power to transfer my king- 
dom, which is an hereditary kingdom, and of 
right belongs to my own Ion after my death.'* * 

* " And here J mufr advertife my reader, that as to this laft ar- 
ticle, that I have an attefted copy, under the Engliih commif- 
feries hands, of her letter to Mendoza, vberein ^e promifes to 
transfer the kingdom to his * mailer, which they pretended to 
have found, with many other letters, when th^ feized upon 
her peribn and all her papers : all which attefted copies of thefe 
letters, I had from the right honourable the earl of Balcarras, 
who found them in his charter-cheft, Im grandfather being fe- 
cretary to king James ; and at tlie defire of the faid noble earl^ 
I have lodged them in the Lawyer's Library, Now, I leave it to 

the 
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' Notwithftanding this declaration, there is *.d.»5H, 
firong reafon to believe that Mary had, at 
times, encouraged the king of Spain to be- 
lieve that flie would declare him her heir, and 
make over to him her right both to the crown 
of Scotland and England; But whatever opi- 
nion his catholic majefty and his counfellorft 
ihight have of Mary's power to take fuch a 
ftep, fhe certainly confidered it as illegal and 
inefieclual ; and there is no room to doubt 
that all her oflFers of that kind were drawn 
from her to engage his catholic majefty mort 
deeply in her intereft. Let me add, that had 
the charge been true, it was. ridiculous to men- 
tion it, unlefs it could have operated to con* 
vid Mary of having been engaged in Babing- 
ton's confpiracy to murder Elizabeth. Mary, 
however, being farther preffed by Burleigh 
upon the fubjeft of transferring her crown, 
acknowledged that a prieft, whom fhe did not 
name, had talked to her on that head ; that 
fhe knew the Spaniard thought that, next to 
herfclf, he had the beft right to the crown of 
England. She admitted that fhe had held a 
correfpondence in cyphers with many Roman 
catholics abroad ; and that flie Jbad recotn* 

the reader to judge, if it be any ways probable, that they (hould 

find them with her ; or if it be more reafonable to believe them 

thjiB her, who, when they were produced, denied them to be any • 

of ^her's, and with her dying breath afiirmed> that fhe had never 

done any thing that was prejudicial either to the kingdom or her 

Jpn." Mackenzie, vol. iii. p. t^6, 

B b 2 mended 
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KD.i^ mended fome of her friends to the pope and 
foreign princes; but flie thought herfelf as 
jufiifiable in that, as Elizabeth was in corre- 
fponding with proteftants. 

The lawyers then proceeded to the joint con- 
feflions of Nau and Curl, which indeed were 
the circumftances that bore the hardeft upon 
her ; but flie again folemnly declared her in- 
nocence ; and that if flie was to be affefted by 
any thing that appeared in the papers pro- 
duced againft her^ the matter had been in- 
ferted by her fecretaries without her know- 
ledge. She then preffed the court that they 
might be confronted with her; but this fair 
requeft, in which- the meaneft felon would 
have been indulged, was denied to Mary. She 
was not even permitted to make ufe of her 
own private notes and memorandums, tho* 
flie faid that they were abfolutely neccflary to 
afSft her recollection in making her defeno^. 
Her fpeech feemed to make a deep impreffion 
upon her judges, prepoffcfled and prejudiced 
as they were againft her ; which Burleigh ob- 
ferving, he charged her with correfponding 
with Morgan, who, he faid, had fent over 
i*arry to kill Elizabeth^ and to whom ; flie had 
given a penfion. Mary anfwered with the 
greateft truth and dignity, that Morgan had 

^ faithfully ferved her, and feverely fuffered for 

her; that therefore flie had allowed him a 

penfion ; but that flie had been fp f^r from eq-r 

; couraging 
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couraging him in any attempts againft Eliza- a. p. 1586. 
beth's perfon, that fhe had done all ihe could 
to divert him from them. The behaviour of 
Burleigh on this occafion is the more difinge- 
nuous and inexcuiable, as Morgan's letters to 
Mary were then in his pofTefiion, and have been 
fince printed from his own family archives. 
Mary then obferved, that the Englilh minif- 
ters comjdained, with a very ill grace, of any 
penfion fhe had allowed to Elizabeth's enemies^ 
iince Elizabeth had given Grey, and the Scots 
about the perfon of her fon, penfions to make 
them her (Mary's) enemies. Burleigh endea* 
voured to evade this charge, by pretending 
that Elizabeth had only granted James a pen- 
fion to enable him to fupport his royal dig- 
nity, becaufe his revenue had been lately im- 
paired throligh the mifmana^ement of his 
n^inifiers. • 

Mary's letters to Englefield, Paget, Men-, 
doza, and others, concerning the intended in- 
vafion, were next produced j but Mary very 
properly obferved, that they were entirely fo-r 
reign to her trial, unlefs they could prove he? 
to be acceflary to Babington's aflaffinatioh-plot. 
Sl^e obferved, that flie never had denied that, 
after all the fair advances (he had made for 
obtaining her liberty had been rendered abor- 
tive, flie had recourfe to foreign princes for 
obtaining her deliverance. She bemoaned the 
Jjardfhips jihc had undergone, and the indigni- 
ties 
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A. 0.1586. tics flie then fuflFcredy by being forced to ap- 
< pear as a criminal before a foreign tribunal; 
by being fubjeded to hear her royal charafter 
ftained by the breath of petulant lawyers, 
whofe trade it was to deal in fophiftry and de* 
famationj and by her being (hut out from all 
accefs to her lifter's favour, and her undoubted 
rights of fucceffion. She put them in mind, 
that flie did not even then intend to appear as 
a common criminal, but as zn injured prin- 
cefs ; that fiie did not chufe to plead her caufe, 
but to vindicate her innocency, and the ma- 
jefty of all crowned heads. She obferved, that 
innocency itfelf was not fafe from the blaft of 
malice; and fhe touched upon the fufpicions- 
into which Elizabeth herfelf had fallen, on 
account of Wyat's rebellion in the late reign. 
She next, with great paffion, added, that tho* 
flie was ready to pay her own blood for the 
happinefs of the catholics, yet that fhe would' 
abhor to purchafe it with the life of the 
meaneft fubject. 
Miry dean; Shc next cleared herfelf from the imputa- 
itf ttLl^''" tion thrown upon her by her enemies, as if 
file had been an obftinate enemy to the prote-^ 
ftant religion. She put the court in mind that 
there was a time when fhe fhewed herfelf open 
to conviftion in favour of the Reformation ; 
but her enemies dreaded this fo much, that 
' they would never fuffcr her to be inftrufted in 
the ^qie. She concluded with a moft pathetic 

appeal 
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appeal of her innocency to God^ and tvith A«d,i5««, 
committing her caufe to him and the foreign 
princes of her kindred. She renewed her pro* 
teftation, that ihe did not mean to appear as a 
criminal ; fhe demanded to have an advocate^ 
who, by his learning, might clear up fomfe 
points to which flie could not fpeak; and ihe 
lamented her fate, that the court had given 
evident indications of their being prejudiced 
againft her. Upon Burkigh's endeavouring 
to vindicate the intentions of the commiffion- 
ers and the lawyers, Mary put him in mind 
how little credit was due to men influenced 
by the fear of the rack, or by the hopes of 
court favour. She again demanded that her 
fecretaries might be brought face to face in 
court, and that ihe might have the ufe of her 
papers. 

Burleigh, to whom Elizabeth chiefly trufted 
for the management of this irregular and In- 
famous proceeding, flatly refufed Mary that 
favour, by pretending that the charge againft 
her was reftricled to what ihe had done iince 
the nineteenth of June. He infifted upon the 
confcfEon of her fecretaries and Babipgton, 
who he faid had never been put to the rack ; 
but without faying that he never had been 
threatened with it. All this while the pre- 
tended confeflions of Babington and the two 
fecretaries ilood unauthenticated by any proof 
of their being their real confeflions, though 

• they 
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A.ai58& they ferved as the ground- work of all the 
profecution againft Mary, if we except the 
letters produced in cypher, which were faid, 
but not proved, to be written: by her order, 
which Mary denied* In fliort, through the 
whole proceeding we cannot difcern the 
fmalleft veftige of a legal trial, Burleigh next 
affumed the character of a privy- counfellor, 
and endeavoured to prove that Mary might 
have been at liberty, had not Morgan, during 
the laft treaty for her freedom, fent over Parry 
to murder Elizabeth. This allegation againft 
Morgan is extremely improbable ; nor can wc 
find the fmalleft trace of it in the v^ry copious 
correfpondehce he had with Mary ; but allow- 
ing, it to be true, was Mary's life to anfwer for 
the crimes of another perfon refiding in ano- 
ther kingdom ? for no evidence was fo much 
as offered to prove that Morgan afted by her 
command or defire. Letters from the two 
Pagets were produced, in order to fix upon 
iier the charge of inviting thp Spaniards to 
invade England ; and cardinal Allen in another 
letter^ told her, that her caufe had been re* 
commended to the prince of Parma, and called 
her *• his moft dread fovereign lady,'^ Mary 
obferved, that none of thofe letters proved 
that ftie was concerned in any plot to murder 
Elizabeth ; and that (he was not anfwefable, 
though {he was a catholic herfelf, for the im- 
prudences or fentiments of thofe of that per-, 

. fuafion. 
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fuaiion. She ag^in owned, thatj brokto a& A.p.ts%6. 
flic was by her long and unjuft confinement, 
(he had not declined the offers df foreign aO> 
iiftance; and that (he had even entered int6 
fome diftant treaty, which fht faid {he had al* 
ways difliked, for conveying to the king of 
Spain her own right to the crown of England. 
Burleigh laid hold of thofe cohceifiOns ; < and 
demanded of Mary, as if flie had been a com- 
mon felon^ whether (he had any thing mdre 
to urge in her own defence ? Mary^ upon this^ ^ 
rofe, and demanded, with an air of m^jefty^ 
that {he fliould be heard either in a full par- 
liament^ or before the queen and her counciL 
No anfwer was made to this requeft ; and, ac- 
cording to the inftrudions which had been 
given by Elizabeth, the court was adjourned 
to the. twenty -fifth of Octob^r^ to fit in thtf 
Star-chamber at Weftminfter. 

All the commiilioners, excepting the earls of 
Shrewfbury and Warwick, attended on that 
day ; and Mary not being prefent; her two fe- . 
cretaries were brought into court, where they 
made declarations of Whatever her enemieii 
wanted to fay. This formality being pafi'ed, a 
fentence, under the hands and feals of M the 
commiilioners prefent, was recorded in the 
following terms : ^ By the Unanimous afientd 
and confents they do pronounce and deliver 
this their fentence and judgment, at the<!ay 
and place laft above recited^ aM fay^ that ^r^t 
. Voi-. VIII. C c the 
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A.i>.js%k the cotlcluiion of the aforefaid fefiion of jpaik 
liament, in the commifiioa aforefaid fpecified# 
namely, fince the aforefaid firft day of June, in 
the twcnty-fevcnth year aforefaid, and before 
the date of the faid commiflion, divers matters 
liave been compaffed and imagined, within this 
realm of England, by Anthony Babii>gtbn and '' 
others^ with the privity of the faid Mary, pre- 
tending a title to the crown of this realm of Eng^ 
land, tending to the hurt, death, and deftruc- 
tion of the royal perfon of our (aid lady the 
queen. And, alfo, that fince the aforefaid firfl day 
of June, in the twenty-feventh year aforefaid, 
and before the date of the commiffion afore* 
faid^ the afbrefiud Mary, pretending a tide to 
tke<row0 of this realm of England, has com* 
pafTed and imagined, within this realm of Eng- 
land, divers matters tending to the hurt, death, 
and deftrudion of the royal perfon of our fove- 
Teign lady the queen, contrary to the form of the 
llatttte in the cprnmiflion aforefaid fpecified." 
tel^^on- • ^^^ commiffioners foon after this fentenge 
firmdd by ^^ paf&d, pubiifhcd a declaration, importing, 
that th<^. faid fenteoce did nothing derogate 
from Ja^es, king of Scots, in his title and ho* 
nour ; but that he was in the fame place, de- 
pi'Qcmi right, as if the faid fentence had never 
beeo proaouxicedi Qq the twenty-ninth of 
OdQber a parliament met; and the public of 
England were deluded into the moft dread- 
ful apprehenfion of the confequences, if the 
'r death 
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death of Maryihould be delayed Eliaabetk A.D.tstf. 
steeled all the horrors of reluAance to fign 
a dead warrant for her fifter-queen and confin ; 
but fhe artfully magnified tbeguUt of which 
ihe had been eonvi^fled, and the dangers to 
which flie and the i^ation muft be expofed to, 
Siould Mary efcape. She opened the parlia* 
inent, by a commiffion; and her chancellor, 
Bromley, in confequence of her plan of difii^ 
xnulation, harangued the houfe of peers with a 
Ipng, fulfome, fpeech in praife of Elizabeth, and 
acquainting them that the parliament was itxxm* 
moned not for money, but to take the fenfe of 
the members concerning the execution of the 
queen of Scots, now that fentence was pro* 
aounced againft her. Puckering, one of Mary?$ 
mofi bloody enemies, being chofen fpeaker of 
the houfe of commons, on the ninth of Nb^r 
vember, the two houfes having had previciis . 
conferences together, Babington's letters, and 
Mary's fuppofed anfwers, with the fentenco 
againft her, were read, and the fentence was 
approved of both houfes. A form of a peti** 
tion was moved for, and agreed to, in the 
hou& of commons, to perfuade Elisabeth to 
put Mary to death; and the fame was, with 
great folemnity, prefented to Elizabeth by the 
committees of both houfest The petition con- 
tains nothing but a dull, unfupported, . invec* 
tive, grounded upon the procwdings of^ the 
C c 2 com* 
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A,Dii58«. eommiffioners againft Mary ; and the prayer o£ 
it was as follows : *^ We do moft humbly be-^ 
, icech your moft excellent majefty, that, as 
well in refpeft of the continuance of the true 
religion, now prdfeffed amongft us, and of the 
fafety of your moft royal perfon and eftate, as 
in regard of the prefervatiqn and defence of 
lis, your moft loving, dutiful, and faithful fub- 
jecls, and the whole commonweal of this, realm, 
it may pleafe your highnefs to take fpeedy or- 
der, that declaration of the fame fentence and 
judgment be made, and publifhed by procla- 
mation, and that thereupon direftion be given 
for farther proceedings againft the faid Scottifli 
queen, according to the effeft and true mean- 
ing of the faid ftatute; be^aufe, upon'advifed 
and great confultation, we cannot find^ that 
there is any poffible means to provide for your 
majefty's fafety, but by the juft and fpeedy ex* 
ecution of the faid queen ; the negleftidg where- 
of may procure the heavy difpleafure and pu- 
flifliment of Almighty God, as by fundry fevere 
examples of his great juftice in that behalf,' 
left us in the facred fcriptures, doth appear; 
And if the fame be not put in prefent execution, 
we, your moft loving and dutiful fubjeifts, 
fhall thereby (fo far as man's reafon can reach) 
be brought into utter defpair of the continu-' 
ahce amongft us of the true religion «f Al- 
Hiighty God, and of -your majefty's life, and 

th? 
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thefafety of all your faithful, fubjefts, aadthe a. 0.158*; 
good eftate of this - moft * fiourifhi|ig cominon* 
weal."' 

Mary be'mg informfid of the parliament's con*, 
firming the fent'ence of her death, wrote the 
following moving letter to Elizabeth. 

" Madam, . / : Mary'tlet- 

ter to flpwai 

^* I give thanks to God with all my hearty EjiaajwUi. 
who, by the fentence of death, hath been 
pleafed to put an end to the tedious pilgrimage 
pf my life. I deiire not that it may be prOf 
longed, having had too long a time to try the 
bitteruefs of it. I . befeech your majefty, 
fince lam to expeft no favour. from foine zeai^ 
ous minifters of ftate, who hold the firft places 
in y©ur councils, I may receive from you only, 
and from no other, thefe following favours. 
In the firft place, I defire, that fince it is allowed 
me' to hope for a burial in England, .that. I 
may be decently interred, according, to the rites 
and ceremonies of the catholic church, of which 
I am a"^ member, and in which faith all your 
pi^edeceflbrs and mine lived and died ; and 
when ray enemies are fatisfied with the flied- 
(Jing of my blood, that my fervants may be 
allowed to carry my bones into France, to be 
there interred, with the bones of the queea 
my' moft honoured mother. Secondly, I be-: 
ibech your majefty, in the apprehenfion which 
I have o( the tyranny pf thofe to whofe power 

you 
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A. IK 151^ yon djaodon me, that I may not fuffer ui axiyr 
private place, but in tEe view of my fervants. 
and other people ; who may g^ve a teftimony of 
Biy faith, and of my obedience to the true 
ehiirch, and defend this pmod of my life^ 
againft the falfe reports which my adveriaries 
may contrive againft me. In the third place^ 
I require, that my fervants who have attended 
on me with, great fidelity^ during fo many 
afflidions, may have free leave to return wherq 
they pleafe, and enjoy thofe fmall legacies, 
which in my laft will, my poverty hath be* 
queathed to them. I conjure you, madam, 
by the blood of Jefus Chrifi, by the neanKgfs 
of our confanguinity, by the memory of 
Henry the fcventh our common father, and 
by the title of a queen, which I carry to nny 
grave^ not to deny me thofe^ reafonable dcs 
mands, but by one word under your hand, t&^ 
grant s&e an aflurance of them, and I ihall die 
as I lived, 

Yi^ur moft afifectionate fifter, 

MaryR.'* 

iji»tbetVs Elizabeth paid no regard to this moving 

^^""^ letter ; but heard, with plcafure, a long, loofi^ 

frothy, fpeech, made by Puckering, the fpeak<* 

er of the houfe of commons, to perfuade her 

to take off Mary's head. This fpeech has 

been preferved by Sir Simon D'Ewcs ; and 

it would difgrace the page of hiftory to in- 

fcrk 
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fert it here. EiijSabetb, in her anfwer, z€ted A.x^.tsU. 
vritLh the moft exquifitc hypocrify ; for wlule 
fte feemed to plead for milder meafures^ flie 
was fuggefting theftrongeft reafons ihe coald 
invent, to juftify the fevereft. She laid, 
*^ diat though Mary was juftly oondemned, 
yet if ihe. would tridy repent, and no man 
would undertake her caufe, and if my life 
alone (continued ihe) depended hereupon, 
and not the fafety and welfare of all my 
people, I would, I proteil, unfeignedly, wil- 
lingly, and readily pardon her. Nay, if Eng- 
land might, by my death, obtain a more 
flouriihing condition, and a better prince, I 
would moft gladly lay down my life; for, 
for your fakes it is, and for my people's, 
that I defire to live.'' Elizabeth even pro« 
ceeded to that pitch of di^mulation, as 
to pretend, that the ad upon which Mary 
was tried and condemned was made for her 
benefit, in order to put her upon her guard 
not to be guilty of any attempt upon her 
(Elisabeth's) life. She added, <« that Ihe had 
declined to come to that parliament, not 
through fear of being aflai&nated, but left 
the. mention of Mary's praftices might ien- 
dreafe her trouble; but (continued ihe, with 
matchlefs art,) I will now tell you a ^rther 
fecret (though it be not ufual for me to blab 
ibrth in other cafes ifc^hat I know). It is not 

long 
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AiD.i586. long fince thefe eyes of mine faw and read 
an oath,, wherein fome were bound to kill 
me within a .month.; Hereby I fee. your 
danger in my perfon, whiph I will be .very- 
careful to prevent." She then puts him in 
mind, of their aflbciation, intimating,, that 
whatever . tendernefsj ihe might exprefs, yet 
that their engagements would not fuffer them 
to flop ihort of Mary V blood ; and concludes 
with irrefolution how to pro9eed, and a 
prayer, that God would enlighten her fo as to; 
proceed for the beft. 

This diillmulation anfwered all the ends that. 
Elizabeth propofed ; for when the.commonsl 
returned to their houfe, they now more than 
ever determined upon the execution of Mary; 
Elizabeth ordered Hatton to fignify that fher 
would be glad if any milder meafure xould 
be found out to proceed againft Mary than 
taking her life. This paffed unanimoufly in 
the negative ; and a conference was held be-' 
twcen the committees of both hpufes. The 
Iprd^ were far from being fo clear as the com- 
mons were as to the neceffity of Mary's exe- 
cution, and warm debates, paffed upon, the 
fiibjecl; but the dread of Elizabeth's difplea- 
{fxtc over-ruled all other confiderations^ and 
when the fpeaker refumed the chair; it was re- 
vived, without a contradiftory note, to peti-. 
tion Elizabeth that Mary ihould be put ta 
death. 
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Crofta tKc eomptmllers wd KiMJles tb6 ti^a- a.p*>5^* 
furer of the bouihoJcl, ne^it moTcd that the 
4tt)ufcfliowld go tQ pfayer^ to implwc God 
tbat he. would put it mto Elizabeth's h«a^t to 
murder M^ry^ by ordering her bead tp be cut 
off; and if I ihould feem to deviate from the 
gravity of hiftory, the reader vill find in the 
Bote an cxtra^ of D^Hwe's Jouroal ^, by which 
it appears that the houfe were enjoineci to pfe 
a private form of prayer for the fafnei piQU9 
purpofq. But ftiU it appear), that, in the con* 
lerences, Mary*s friends had urged fome me^ 
thods for reftraining her from doing any preju* 
dice to Elizabeth; and the commons feen^edto ' 
be apprehenfive, left, at their next applica<* 

• •* Mr, CcuuptroUer fte^ing his. full aflcnt and good likiiig 
qF the faid conclufion, touching the profecution of the faid -pe* 
t(tton only, and of' hone otb«F courfe at all, as welt In his former 
delivery thereof upoa treaty pf the faid caufe, as now a^ (hi^ 
l^refent, declared favther, that he tliinketh himfelf to have been 
in ionit of Shs late farmer fpeeches in- that matter miftaken and 
mifeoncewed by. fome of this houie, rather of ignorance in 
them (he thinketh) than of any evil di^iition and purpofe-} 
sEail fo affirming eameft and devout prayer to Qod> ta incline 
her maif^j's l^eart to the petition of this houfe as a thing ipucU 
iroportingy he moveth that fome apt and'fpecial oourfe of prayer 
to that end miglit be devifed and fet down by fome of this hoQlb, 
9ni be not ^)y e^rci(ad here in this houfe every day> but alfo 
by all the members of this houfe elfewhere abroad, and alfo pri- 
vately in their chambers and lodgings. 

** Mr. Tieafi^r^r li|uag well f he motion apid good meaning of v 
f^. Comptrollec, touching prayer to be exercifed as before, 
fttwed, that fit prayers for that purpofe, and extant' in prlM^ 
asf ibseed/tsftyl i* iliift hpufe^ v^i £9 ipfy alf» be b^F the tam-^ 
lyrs of the fame privately by themfelves, and doth willingly wilh 
the fame to be fo executed accordingly."' D'Ewe's Jofuraal, p. 
4* ..- ' -■:,:• 

Vou VIII. D d tion 
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A. D. i5«6. tiori tp Elizabeth, flie might urge fome of thofe 
methods. To provide againft that, a com- 
mittee was appointed to draw tip anfwers to 
them all ; and on the twenty-third of Novem- 
ber they were repeated in the houfc by the fo- 
licitor-general. *« He proved, fays the jour- 
nal, by invincible reafons, that neither by ex- 
peAation of reformation in the difpofition' of 
the Scotch lady, if the queen's majefty ihould 
fpare her life, nor yet by fafer or ftronger 
guarding of her perfon, nor by her promife 
upon word or oath, nor by the hoftages of 
other princes, her allies, nor by her bahifh* 
ment, nor by the revocation of the pope's 
bull, nor yet by the bonds or word of a prince, 
or of any or all the princes her allies, nor by 
any other way or means whatfoevcr, other 
than by the fpeedy execution unto death of 
the faid Scottifh queen, the fafety or continu- 
ance of the true religion, of the moft royal 
perfon of the queen's majefty, and of the 
peaceable ftate of this realm, can in any ways 
be provided for and eftabliflied." After this 
fpeech, Mn Knivet, a member^ offered a 
writing concerning the queen of Scots, pro- 
bably in her favour; but the courtiers pre- 
vailed on the hOiife not to receive it. In fhort» 
the fate of Mary was determined ; and both 
houfes attended Elizabeth, to let her know 
that they could think of no other way to izve 
her and her people from deftrudion, but by 

putting 
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putting Mary to death. Elizabeth'^ aofwer^ a. 0.151^.. 
which I thmk has appeared in none of our 
hiftorians^ was of a piece with the reft of her. 
conduSy and is fo remarkable, that I will give 
it a phce here : << If (faid (he) I ihould fay 
unto yoti» that I mean not to grant your pe- 
tition, by my faith I Ihould fay unto you. 
more than, perhaps, I mean. And if I fliould 
(ay unto you, that I mean to grant your peti** 
tion, I (hould then tell you more than is fit 
for you to know. And thus I muft deliver 
you an anfwer anfwerlefs.'* 

On the fecond of December the parliament /•»?«• ^^ 

*" in the tf- 

was adjourned to the fifteenth of Febfu^ry, in ^^^^^^ 
confequence of a refolution taken by Elizabeth 
to put Mary to death in the intermediate tiitie ; 
but the proceedings of James in Scotland, 'as 
Well as of Mary's friends in France, gave her 
great difquiet Fontenay, the French agent, 
^as iUll in Scotland, and feems to have been 
a fincere, zealous, friend to Mary. He thought, 
that by refunring the projed, to which Jani^es 
had agreed, of aflbciating her with himfelf in 
the government, that her )ife might ftill be 
faved. He prefented the articles of aflbciation 
to James, who feemed perplexed how to pro* 
ceed, but with an apparent indifference ^ to 
bis mother^s life or fafety. Decency, however, 
obliged James to diffemble, and to give Fon* 
tenay vague undetermined anfwers to ievery 
head of his negotiation, as the reader may per* 
D d a ceivc 
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A.D.15U. ciStVe fit)mth8 paiptr which hr tnnfihitted td' 
Wjrfen, p. jj^^^^ j^Qjj j^rhich is pubKflied, It is turioDS, 
hut lofig^; and Fontemy hioifdf fay^ that lie« 
wrote It contrary, io Mtry^ ordets» wio. had 
forbidden him to correi|]iond: with bte any- 
more by letters; fearing, I fuppofci thi^: might 
. be intercepted.>;'Tfat.inAter, Qotwith&andingi); 
was of fuch ifpportanci:^ that he veptuitd to 
traii%re£i hsr rdinxnands. , Tbough Fontenay 
difgnifes the. bafe rt«rgiyiBrfaciop of James i^ 
this difpatcfa ; Jind fays, that bad the duke of 
Lenox filled the place .of the earl of Arran^ 
James would have acled and fpoken in a dif? 
fetenfc manner, yet it is eafy to fee ^ bad heart 
through the whole proceediii^g ; nor can I ber^ 
lieve (hat he was then fincerp i|i his endeavour^ 
to f^ve his mother's life- . 
Hefendf His continuing ip infamous a wcetch.ag, 

2!to« to**^ Archibald Douglas in his employment of ceiti* 
?«^i*jwi. ^p^ ^^ j^^ Englifli pourt^ contrary to jthe icnfe 
of aU Mary's true friend^, fufficiently proves^ 
his duplicity. Finding his great nobility es^af- 
perated to the lad degree at his inafUyity^ and. 
calling out to be led to the field againft thtf^ 
muttderers of their queen, he ordered Doug- 
las to remonftrat^ more pieremptorily than ever 
with ^Ua;abeth. The latter had too good in- 
telligence not to know that Jai^mes was^ in: a 
manner, forced to^ make ufe qf thofe appeafr 
ances ( and fiie put Douglas off with evafiv« 
aafwttrs^ eyca by his ow» fuggeftiona. .Jame« 
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i^ad^Bg Jthc nectS&ty of foj^ading the A,P.iiPi. 
agency of Dougto$t named in infignificant 
y6ung CQiirtifir|.,oiie Keith^ to join hiax at the 
Engtifli <Durt. Keith feeni& to have been ia 
earneli ; tad demaxided of Elizabeth a refpite 
of Mary's elocution ; which heiog refilled^ he 
prefentod her with » letter from James^ whidi 
fell Uttlp fliort of a declaration of war, in cafe 
ihe fliould put hi& mother to death, EU^abetk 
treated this letter^ as coming froim a pen6oner». 
with the utAioft indignation ; and ihe flew oni^ 
in. a pa0i0n agatnft Keith, . which - her coiutierc 
hftd fome diffidiJty to pacify* 

Keith very honeftly informed Jame^ how in^* 
effitftual his application had been ; and James 
nominated the e.arl of Bothwell and the ma(<^ ^. 
ter of Gray to be his embaffadorsb Bpthweli 
would have willingly acc^ted of the commifr 
iion ; but Elisabeth refufed to receiye:him itk 
a, public chara^er, on pretepce of his haying 
been guilty of fome hofiilicies upon the bor* 
ders in time of peace. I cannot difcover the 
reafon why. James did not appoint another no- 
bleman to be his emba£[ador« Inftead of that, 
he continued the mafteb of Gray, and joined 
with him Sir Robert Melvil, (blather to the 
inppofed author of the Memoirs) a worthy, 
welirmeaning geAtlemaii, but without, weight 
or dignity to. execute fuch a commiflion.. I 
perceive from the State Papers, that Dou^as. 
^ well as K«kl) wa3 ftiil continued reiident. 



or, 
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A*ai5W. or, as he is called, embaflador for Jameg; for 
that the latter had at this time no fewer than^ 
four embaffadors at the court of England. 
Mar^ gave herfelf over for loft when flie heard 
of Gray's appointment, but (he could have no 
remedy; andasfoon as Elizabeth found that 
he was employed by James, and that he would 
deliver to her a mild fuppliant lettef from his 
mafter, ihe told Keith that fhe would refpite 
Mary's execution till his arrival. Gray being 
intrufted with the whole negotiation, (for 
Melvil's name had been inferted o&ly for< 
form's fake) aded his fcene of dilEmulation 
with great addrefs. 
TiMira*. In the firft audience Elizabeth treated him' 
BKiIbrtK ^"^ ^^^ colleagues with fuch contempt, that 
they did not think proper to proceed to bufi* 
nefs. In his fecond, he demanded to know of* 
Elizabeth whether Mary was (till alive. Eliza- 
beth anfwered that fhe was ; but' with this 
very remarkable addition, (the meaning of 
which I ihall have occafion to explain) ^ that 
file would, not promife fhe fhould be fo for an 
hour." The embafladors then propofed that 
James ihould fend fome of his chief nobility 
as hoftages, that no attempt ihould be made to 
Elizabeth's prejudice by Mary, if her life was 
fpared, or ihi^ herfelf lent into Scotland. Eli- 
zabeth designed to regard this pro|>ofal fo far,* 
as to repeat it to < the earls of Oxford and Lei- 
Citftcr, and th« lord Effingham ; bat (he urged 

to 
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to them, at the fame time, the very teafons a.d,i5S«- 
that had been given by her parliament why 
Mary's life ihould not be fpared. Gray then 
propofed that Mary fhould refign to her fon all 
her right to the crown of England. Elizabeth 
^adily anfwered that Mary had no right, be« 
ing incapable of fucceflion. Aftdr fome other 
|>ropofitions of guaranteelhip for Mary's rc- 
iignation, Leicefier faid, that the fum total of 
Gray's inftrudions was, that James fhould be 
in Mary's place. •* Is it fo, replied Elizabeth ? 
Ihcn I put inyfelf in worfe cafe than before r 
by God's paifion, that were to cut mine own 
throat. He ihall never come in that place, and 
be party to me. Well, added flie, tell your 
krng what I have done for him, to keep the 
crown on his head lince he was born, and 
that, for my part, I mean to keep the league 
that is betwixt us, which if he break it (hall 
be a double fault." Elizabeth then flung out 
of the room ; and when Mclvil followed her 
to beg, in the moft earneft manner, a refpite 
of Mary's execution for eight days, her an- 
fwer was, *^ not for an hour." 

Elizabeth's, fecret intention was to put Mary 
to death privately, to deliver herfelf from the 
odium of figning her fentence. Leicefter, who 
had now returned to England, fuggefted this 
expedient to her by recommending an apothe* 
cary inftead of a hangman to be her execu- 
tioner. Camden pretends that Wadfingham 

oppofed 
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A.af5i«. op^ied thi^ infemsJ fuggeftion 2 but thk Is t 
ittih proof how Isime that hi&otiw'^ inibrmt^ 
^n was in every thing relating to Mary» as ap* 
pears by the foUowing letters, 
^ After QW hearty cooimendatioos^ we fiiid> 
S!lRi5r **y ^ fpeeeh latdy made by her majefty, that flie 
tomS5« doth note in you both a lack of that care md 
*««y- aeeal for her fervice^ that flie looketh for at your 
haildsy in that you have not, in aU thi» time, 
(of yourfeWes^ without other provocation) 
foimd out fome way to ihorten the life of the 
Scots queen, confidering the great peril ibe is 
hourly fubjed: to> fo long as the laid queen 
fiould live ; wherein^ befide&a kind of lack o£ 
love towards her, fee wcmders greatly, that you 
have not that care of your own particular fafe-^ 
ties ; or rathpr^ the prefervation of religion, an4 
the puUic good and profperity of your coun- 
try, that reafpn and poEcy commandeth j elpe* 
^ally having fo good a warrant and ground 
.for the iati&£a6tioQ of your confciencea towards 
God, and the difcharge of your credit and re- 
putation towards, the world, as the oath of aflo* 
ciation, which you have- folcnomily taken aud, 
vowed; efpeciaUy ,the msutber^ wherewith Ihe 
fiarideth charged^ being fo ckarlyand n^ni-. 
feiUy proved agajinil her { and therefore^ Ihe 
taketh it moft unkindly^ that men, profeffiog 
that jove towards h«r that you do, ihouldt ia 
a^kind of:fort, £9r lack of tlie di£chafrge of your 
dutka^ cj^'nhe bui^dben upop her ; knowing, 
• - * r ^' , * ■ -as 
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IS you do, her in^ifpofition to (hed blqod, efpe« A.P.15S6. 
cially of one of that fex and quality, and fo near 
to her in Wood as the queen is. Thefc refpeds, 
we find', do greatly trouble her majefty, whoj^ 
we affure you, hath fundry times proteft'ed, 
that if the regard of the danger of her good 
fubjeds, and faithful fervants, did not more 
move her than her own perils ihe would never 
be drawn to aflent to the ihedding of her Uood 
We thought it meet to acquaint you with thefe 
ipeeches lately pafled from her majefty, refer* 
ring the fame to your good judgments ; and 
fo we commit you to the protection of the Al- 
mighty. 

Your moft affured friends, 

Francis Walfingham, WilLDavifon.*' 

The ^nfwer was as follows : 

" Sir,' your letters of yefterday coming to ^^^^ 
my hands this prefent day, at five p. nu I would 
not fail, according to your diredions, to return 
my anfwer with all poffiblc fpeed; which Ifliall 
deliver unto you with great grief and bitter-* 
nefs of mind, in that I am fo unhappy, as liv« 
ing to fee this uqhappy day, in which I am re- 
quired, by direction from my mofk gracious 
foveretgn, to do an act which God and the law 
forbiddeth. My goods and life are at her ma* 
jefty's difpofition, and I am ready to lofe them 
the next morrow, if it fliall pleaCe her ; ac- 
knowledging, that I do hold them as of her 
mere and moil gracious favour; and do not 

VoL.VIII. Ec defign 
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^.D.1586. defign to enjoy them, but with her highnds?*; 
good liking. But God forbid I ihould niake fo 
foul a fliip- wreck, of my confcience, or leave fo 
great a blot to my poor pofterity, and Ihed blood 
without law dr warrant; trufting, that her 
majefty^ out of her accuftomed, clemency, and 
the rather by your good mediation, will take 
this my anfwer in good part, as proceeding from 
one who never will be inferior to any chriftian 
fubjed: living, in honour, love, and obedience 
towards his fovercign : and thus I commit .you 
^ to the mercy of the Almighty, 

Your moft affured, poor friend, 

A. Paulet^' 
£n<abeth. I fliall not bfi^r to make any comment upon 
fIic?to"he thofe letters, which afford fuch ftriking cvi- 
blffador*"' dencps of the bloody and barbarous difpofition 
of Elizabeth's two fecretaries. The court of 
France, during the recefs of parliament, had 
nominated Pompone de Believre as emb^ador 
extraordinary to Elizabeth ; and all that L'Au- 
befpine, the other French embaflador, -could ob- 
tain from her, was a refpite of Mary's execution 
till flic fliould hear what Believre had to pro- 
pofe. Upon that embaflador's arrival, he ad- 
dreffed Elizabeth in two fpeeches, which have 
been tranfmitted by Du Chefne, a contempo- 
rary French hiftorian, which I believe arc ge- 
nuine, and do great honour both to his under- 
ftanding and his courage. The purport of both 
fpeeches was to fliow, that Mary being an in- 

. dependent 
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^epefndent princefs, could not be fubjeft to be A.D.i587i 
tried by Elizabeth^ and that no parallel of her 
cafe could be found in all hiftory. He at the 
feme time fhewed how very little applicable to 
her fituation the cafe of Conradin king of Sicily 
was, when he was fentenced to death by Charles 
of Anjou, brother to St Lewis of France. The 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons had, with, 
equal virulence and ignorance, mentioned that 
prince's hifiory, as ajuftificationof Elizabeth's 
proceedings againft Mary/ Elizabeth heard 
thofe fpeeches with great attention^ but infiead 
of asfwering Believrc's reafoning, flie endeavour- 
ed to prepoflfefs him againft Mary, by informing, 
him, that ihe had made the king of Spain her heir 
to the crown of England. She added, that as the 
heavens did not contain two funs, fo neither 
could England contain two queens or two re- 
ligions : that ihe had recommended to her par- 
liament to find out fomc method lefs feverc 
than Mary's death to fecure her own life ; but 
that as no fuch method had been, propofed^ 
execution muft be done, 
Believre tranfmitted an account of his audi- Ttwhw^ 

of Qnoft 

ence to his court, and he was inftru6ted to repeat 
his remonftrances ; but all was to no purpofe; 
for Elizabeth anfwered him by ripping up all. 
the infamous falfehoods that had been invented 
by Mary's enemies to defame hen She con- 
cluded her difcourfe by obferving, that as Mary 
\ea9 in Eqgland, and under the protection of 

E c « its - 
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^•^•is^z* its laws, it was reafonable ifae fhould be tried 
by them ; and being found guilty, it was ne- 
ceflary fhe {hould die« After this, Elizabeth 
thought only of putting the fentence againft 
Mary into execution, and of affecling the 
greateft reludance for the part ihe was obliged 
to aft. She was often difcovercd in deep reve- 
ries, and repeating the words <* Aut fer aut feri ; 
nc feriare feri;'' which flxe no doubt borrowed 
from the jingling wit of thofe timeis, Thofc 
wtrc only outward appearances ; for Gray not 
only informed her of the tiqpid unftcady difpo- 
fition of James, but privately gave her addi- 
tional arguments for putting Mary to death ; 
undertaking, at the ri(k of his own head, that 
James fliould be pacified. Her favourite, Lei^- 
cefter, had even the effrontery to write James a 
letter to convince him how unreafonable it was 
for him to interpofe in favour of his mother, or 
to be angry with Elizabeth for putting her to j 
death* Secretary Walfingham in like manner 
wrote to Maitland, informing him, ^ that it 
was wondered by all wife arid religious men iia 
England, that the king <hould be fo earneft in 
the caufeof his mother, feeing all the papifts 
in Europe, that aflfeded the change-of religion 
in both realms, did build their hopes altogether^ 
lipon her ; and that flie had fliewed herfelf (o 
paffionate in point of religion, as (he had tranf- 
f erred her pretended right to both the crowns 
unto the king of Spain, in cafe her ion fhouid 
perfift in his profeffion." 
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, Tiic letter of the two Englifli fecretarics to a.d i^sy. 
Paulct fuffitieAtly accounts why Elizabeth laid Maryv 
me could not promife that Mary fhpuld live for nouflKe4 m 
an hour. She was at this time^iinder a noifome 
reftraint, in a damp prifon, which added to the 
infirmities ihe had contraded by her confine- 
ment Her jailor, Faulet, had not only (as we 
liave already feen) robbed her of her money, 
but had dripped her of all the few remaining 
ornaments of regal dignity, which Mary had 
retained about her perfon ; and he even refufed 
to treat her with common civility, for he gene- 
rally accofted her with his cap upon his head« 
In ihort, no mark of humiliation or difgrace 
was omitted to mortify the unhappy princefs. 
The fentence of her death was publilhed thro* 
London with great parade ; and left Elizabeth's 
refolution ihould fail. Gray often put her in 
mind that dead perfons do not bite. The lord 
Buckhurft, and Beal, clerk of the council, were 
fent to announce to Mary the fatal tidings that 
ihe was to die by the hand of an executioner, 
Mary heard her doom with amazing refolution, 
and triumphed in the thought that flie was to 
fall a victim for her religion. She requefied to 
have a prieft of her own perfuafion to prepare 
her for death ; and when, that favour was in- 
humanly denied to her, fhe obferved, that it 
was no wonder if the Englilh, who had fo of tef . 
put their own kings to death, fhould thirft fop 
kw bloody which they had tranfmitted to her^ 

NOr 
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A. D. 158^7. Nothing was now wanting to the cataftrophe 
Faifc alarm* of Mary's exccution, but to imprefs the pedple 
England, of England with notions of their danger, if her 
life fhould be fpared, A frefh lie was invented 
and circulated every hour. Sometimes it was 
rumoured that the Scots had broken into Eng- 
land with fire and fword ; fbmetimes that the 
duke of Guife had landed in Suflex with an army 
of French ; that the Spaniards had taken pofTeffion > 
of Milford Haven; and that the Roman catholics ^ 
in the north of England were in arms. A plot 
to aflaflinate Elizabeth was not wanting on the 
oceafion. L'Aubefpine the French ambaffador, 
and his fecretary Du Trappes, were accufed by 
one Mr. Stafford, a young gentleman, brother 
to the Englifli ambaffador in France, of tarn* 
pering with him and a ruffian, one Moody, 
for murdering Elizabeth. Du Trappes was 
apprehended, and examined before a committee 
of the council. L'Aubfifpine appeared before 
the fame committee, but not in cuftody; and 
he was told that Stafford, Moody, and Du 
Trappes, had confeffed the confpiracy. This 
made no impreffion upon L'Aubefpine, who not 
only denied the charge, but when he was con-» 
fronted with Stafford, declared that he had 
been at great pains to diffuade the latter frorti 
murdering Elizabeth ; and that had it not been 
il)r the regard he bore to his family, he would 
have delivered him up boiind hand and foot 
tq her juftice. As to Moody, bis examioatiot^ 

tended 
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tended to confitm what L'Aubcfpinc had faid, a,d,i5S7* 
and to lay the blame upon Stafford ; nor was 
Moody produced to confront either the one or 
the other. Upon the . whole, the charge was 
ridiculous ; for Moody, who was to have been 
the affa^n, was, during the whole , time^ a 
^lofe prifoner in Newgate. Burleigh obferved, 
that L'Aubefpirie, by his own confeflion, was 
guilty of concealing Stafford's intended trea- 
fon ; biit the embaffador maintained that he 
was bound to difclofe it to none but his own 
mailer ; and infifled, in very high terms, upon 
the privileges due to his character. I find no 
farther charge brought againft him '^ but the 
alledged plot, falfe and frivolous as it was, 
anfwered all the purpofes of the inventors, 
by alarming the public with farther apprehcn- 
fioQS of Elizabeth's danger ; and nothing was 
pow heard of from the pulpit, and in all pub- 
lic affemblies, but reafons drawn and tortured 
■from facred and profane hiftory, why Mary 
ought to die. 

Elizabeth was fiill willing that Mary fliould Her deal 
be privately murdered. She called Paulet « a S^iS!' 
dainty precife fellow, who promifed every 
thing, but performed nothing," for declining 
the infernal office; and in a private conference 
ihe had with Davifon, fhe propofed one Wing- 
field to execute the murder. Davifon ob- 
jefted to the danger, as well as the infamy, 
that muft attend fuch a proceeding j and Eliza- 
beth 
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A.D.I5S7. bcth gave him an order fdr drawing up a waf-^ 
rant, which fhc was* ta fignj^ for Mary's execu* 
tion. After £be had figned it, Ihe had the in- 
humanity to jeft with Davifon when flic deli- 
vered it. ^ Go, faid flie, and tell Walfing- 
ham what I have done ; though f aiA afraid, 
poor foul, he will die with grief when he hear« 
it.'^ The warrant paffed the feals that very 
night, Elizabeth having given orders that her 
privy-counfcHors Ihould. take care of the ex- 
ecution without giving her farther trouble. 
The warrant being produced to the privy^- 
council, Bcal was ordered to provide proper 
executioners, and the earls of Kent, Shrewt 
bury, Derby, and Cumberland, were appointed 
to- fee the execution performed, affifted by An^ 
drews the high-£herifF of the county ; but I 
perceive the two former earls only attended* 
sbeprcfMuret On the evening of the fixth of#^February> 
^tttion. or as fome fay the feventh, the two earls, at- 
tended by Mary's two keepers,* acquainted her 
that flie was to die on the eighth, in confe*- 
quence of the warrant for her execution, which 
they read in her hearing. Mary behaved with 
her ufual calmnefs and chearful refignation, 
without the leaft emotion in her looks, words, 
or geftures. She confeffed that flie did not 
think of dying fo foon ; but flie faid ** that 
death was welcome to her, fince her majefly 
would have it fo ; and that foul is unworthy 
of the fruition of the joys of heaven for cver^ 

whofc ' 
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Avhofe body in this world would not be con- ♦**»*5*7- 
tent to endure the ftroke of the executioner 
for a moment/' She defired that her confef- 
for £hould be allowed accefs to her to confer 
with her about the ftate of her foul ; but this 
requeft was ag^in barbaroully denied ken 
<^ No, no, madam, (replied the earl of Kent) 
you muft die, you muft die, and we cannot 
grant longer delay, nor your confefibr ; but we 
fhall fend you the dean of Peterborough. Your 
life is the death of our religion, and your 
death will be its lile.'^ Mary then demanded 
to confult with her fteward, Melvil, about her 
worldly affairs, and that favour feemsVto have 
been granted. • Before the earls departed, lay- 
ing her hand upon a bible, which was near 
her, ihe fplemnly declared, croffing herfelf in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, that fhe was innocent, notwith- 
ftanding all the confeflions faid to have been ^ 

made by Nau and Curl, of all concern in Ba- 
bington'a confpiracy to murder Elizabeth. 

Mary having receded the oflfer made her of 
being attended in her laft moments by the 
dean of Peterborough, the two earls left her ; 
and after a fparing fupper, with her ufual 
compofure, fhe called for a glafs of wine, and 
drank to her attendants, who were diflblved 
in tears round her perfan, ordering each of 
them to pledge her ; which they did on their 
knees, while flie gave them all the cpnfolj^tion 

Vol, VIII. Ff that 
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A. D. 1587. that it was in her power to adminiften She 
next read over her teftament, with the inven- 
tory of her goods and moveables, and wrote 
on them the names of thofe to whom fhe ap* 
pointed them ; and the gold and filver ^ that , 
fhe had, flie put in different purfes, according 
to the number of her fervants, and according 
tO' their merits and qualities, and diftributed it 
amonjgft them. Then flie called for pen, ink, 
and paper, and wrote to her fon, the king of 
France, the Guifes, and a letter to her confef- 
for, to pray to God for hen She obferved to 
her attendants, that by what fell from the earl 
ojf Kent, it appeared that flie died for religion, 
and not for the treafon for which (he had been 
condemned* She then retired to reft ; and af- 
ter fleeping foundly for fome hours, flie betook 
herfelf to her (devotions, ftill exhorting her 
fervants to patience and refignation, after her 
firft devotions were finifhed, and while thef 
were dreffing her for the fatal folemnity. 
Herdrefs Bctwecu eight and nine in the morning the 
•ur. ""'' high flieriff found her at her prayers, when he 
announced to her that her hour was come. As 
thefmalleft circumftance relating to Mary on this 
mournful occafion muft be interefiing to «very 
reader of fenfibility, I fliall here infert a nar- 

* Her being now poiTeifed of money might ha?e been owing to 
— part of that which had been taken from her being reftored ; or 

(which is more probable) (he might have received a freih fuppljr 
from the French embalfador, who I perceive had a large fum be- 
longing to her in his hand», at the time (he wa» robbed by Paulet. 

rative 
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rative of^her drefs and behaviour, which was k^d.isH. 
cra.wn up by Burleigh's orders, and agrees al- 
moft exa&ly with the other accounts that have 
come to our hands. " She appeared ((ays the 
writer) on the day appointed ; being tall of 
body, corpulent, round-ihouldered ; her face 
fat and broad, double-chin'd and haade-eyed, 
her borrowed hair brown* Her attire was; 
ihe had on her head a dreiling of lawn, edged 
with bonlace, a pomander chain, and an Ag- 
nus Bei about her neck; a crucifix in her 
hand, and a pair of beads at her girdle, with 
a golden crofs at the end of them ; a veil of 
lawn faftened to her caul, bowed out with 
wire, and edged round about with bonlace ; 
her gown was of black £ittin printed, with a 
train, and long fleeves to the ground^ fet with 
acorn buttons of jett, trimmed with pearl, 
and fhort fleeves of black cut fattin, ttrith a 
pair of fleeves of purple-velvet, whole; un- 
der them her kirtle, whole, of figured black 
fattin; her petticoat, upper-bpdy unlaced in 
the hack, of crimfon fattin, and her petticoat* 
fkirts of crimfon velvet ; her flioes of Spanifli 
leather, with the rough fide outwards, a pair 
of green filk garters ; her nether ftockings 
worfiied coloured, watched and clack'd wit|^ 
filver, and edged on the top with filver ; and 
next her leg a pair of Jerfey hofe white. Thu£t 
attired, flie went chearfully to the place of ex- 
ecvtioot being gently fupported by two of Sir 

F f a Amias 
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A.D.i5S7« Amiatf Piulet's chief geademea; Mr. Andrews 

the high fherifF gomg before her. She xras 

met at the Great Hall by the two earls and alt 

the reft.** 

Macken. SUch wais thc htbtt of Mary as dcfcribcd by 

ne • Lives* 

an eye-witnefi ; but it is impoffible to do juf^ 
tice to the ferenity and magnanimity of her 
behaviour. When fee came to the porch of 
the hall where the fcafibld, on which fhe was 
to die, was ereded, her faithful fervant Mel* 
vil, for whom fee Had a particular regard, 
threw himfelf at her feet ih tears, and utter- 
ed the mod paffionate cxprcffions of forrow 
and heavinefs. When he could not proceed 
Miry'i f^ weeping, ** My good fervant,' {fays Mary, 
T^to^ch-'^ I ufc her own words as near as they can be re- 
ifcfffow cbnedcd) teafe to lament ; for thou haft caiife 
rither to rejoice than moiirh ; for now thou 
fealt fee Mary Stuatt's troubles receive their 
long expected end; for know, my good fer^^ 
vant, that all the world is but viinity, and fub- 
jeft ftill to more forrow ' than an ocean of 
te^rs can bewail : but 1 pray thee, carry this 
meffage from me, that I do die a true woman 
to my religion, and like a woman of Scotland 
and France. But God forgive them that have 
long defired my life, and thirfted for .my 
blood, as the hart doth for the water-brooks. 
O God ! thou who art the author of truth, 
and truth itfelf, knows the inward chamber of 
my thoughts^ bow that 1 was ever willing that 

Scotland 
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Scotlahd afad England fiiould be united toge^ A-ats^ 
then Hitherto, continued fee to Mclvil, thou 
hail ferved me faithfully ; and howbeit I take 
thee to be in religion a pr oteftant, and I iliyfelf 
am a catholic, yet feeing. there is but one Chiift, 
I charge thee, upon thine account to him, that 
thou carry thcfe my laft wotdis to my fon, and 
feew that I pray him to ferve Go^, to defend 
the catholic diurch, and govern his kingdom in 
peace, and never to put himfelf in the power of 
another, as I have done. Certify him, that I 
have done nothing prejudicial to the crown of 
Scotland,^ attd will him to keep friendflup 
with the queen of England ; and ferve thou him 
faithfully." 

Upon the mention of her fon fee dropt fome "" •*" 
tears ; and bidding Melvil, to whom ihe firetch- 
ed forth her hand, a tender adieu, ihe ad- 
dreffed herfdf to the two earls, defiring that Sir 
Amias Paulet might pay out of her money a 
fum which he knew fee owed to Curl ; a requeft 
the more generous, as fee had no reafon to be 
£itisfied with Curl's behaviour. She ^ next de- 
fired that her attendants might have, and 
enjoy with quietnefs, what fee had given them 
by her will and teftament^ that they might be 
favourably treated, and fent fafely to their ref- 
pedive countries ; and laftly, that her poor fer- 
vants might be permitted to be prefent at her 

• This is not in the MSS fent to Burleigh, but both ^potf. 
wood aad Camden h?ive it. 

death} 
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A^D.i5$7. death } that their eyes might behold, and their 
hearts be witnefles, how patiently their queen 
and miftrefs ihould endure her execution, that 
thereby they might be able to make a relation, 
when they came to their own countries, how 
Ihe died a true conftant catholic to her religion.** 
nu. The earl of Kent ftrongly oppofed granting 

her requefts, particularly with regard to her 
fervants. He told her, " that if that were 
granted, either by their fpeeches or praftice, 
they might do things that were not fitting for 
them to allow, if it were no more than the fii- 
perftitious trumpery of dipping their handker- 
chiefs in her blood/* To which ftie replied : 
" My lord, I will give my word (although it be 
but dead) that they ihall not deferve any blame 
in any of the anions you have named ; but alas ! 
poor fouls, it would do them good to bid their 
miftrefs farewell : and I hope your mifirefs, 
being a maiden-queen, will vouchfafe in regard 
of womanhood, that I fliould havt fome of my 
own people about me at my death : and I know 
her majefty hath not given you any fuch ftrift 
command, but that you might grant me a re- 
^ueft of a far greater courtefy than this, though 
I were a woman of a far meaner ftation than 
the queen of Scotland is." And perceivin;g 
that Ihe was not like to obtain it, ihe burft forth 
in tears, faying, ** I am coufin to your queen, 
and defcended from your blood royal Henry the 
feventh, and a married queei^ of France, and an 
anointed queen of Scotland/* 
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After fome confultation, the lords agreed A.v.tflj. 
that Mary might name fome of her fervants to J'*'^JiJ'^ 
attend her on the fcafFold, and to take care of ««<«»• 
her body. She pitched upon her fteward Mel- 
vil, her own phyfician, her furgeon,. her apo- 
thecary, and another old man, and two ladies 
who ufed always to lie with her in the (ame 
chamber. She then entered the great hall ; her 
train was born by Melvil, and fhe was preced- 
ed by the two earls, the Iheriff, the knights 
and gentlemen prefent. The fcaffold was about 
two feet high, and twelve broad, furrounded 
with rails, and covered with black. She mount- 
ed it with unparalleled ferenity of countenance, 
and placed herfelf in a low chair, while Beal 
read aloud Elizabeth's warrant for the execu- 
tion. She heard it without attention or emo- 
tion, but fiill retained the ferenity of her coun- 
tenance. The dean of Peterborough then being 
placed without the rails of the fcaffold, and 
(landing diredly before her, made a humble 
reverence to her, and began in a long difcouife 
to prepare her for death, exhorting her, among 
other things, to change her religion. To this 
flie anfwered, " Mr. dean, do not trouble your- 
felf for me ; for know that I am fettled in the 
ancient catholic and Roman faith, in defence of 
which, by God's grace, I mean to fpend my 
blood." Notwithftanding this check, the lords 
ordered the dean to proceed ; but Mary agaia 
interrupted him, and when he began to pray 

' for 
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A.v.»itf. for lier in Englifii^ Ihe prayed aloud in Ls^tin. 
When the dean, tired out with her refolution, 
defiftcd from prayings ihe kneeled and prayed 
in Engliih for the church, Elizabeth, and her 
fon. Then holding up the crucifix, which flie 
had in her hand, flie (aid, « That flie hoped to 
be faved in, and by the blood of Jcfus Chrift, 
at the foot of whofe crucifix ihe would flied 
her Wood.'' After prayer, flie kiffed the cru- 
cifix; and figning herfeif with the crofs, flie 
iaid,** Even as thy arms,Jefus Chrift, was fpread 
upon the crofs, fo receive me^ I befeech thee, 
in the arms of thy mercy, and forgive me all 

my fins " 

Perceiving. her maids ft ill fliedding tears, and 

escclaiming in all the anguifli of afiedion, flie 

again exhorted them to defift, faying, that flie 

had pafled her word for them ; and after fign* 

ing them with the crofs, flie tenderly embraced 

them, and vt^ith a fmile bade them farewell. 

While they were undrcfling her to prepare her 

for the block, the two executioners offered their 

aflifiance; but Mary commanded them to ftand 

off, faying to the fpedators, " That it was a 

new fpeciacle to behold a queen brought to die 

upon a fcaffold ; and that flie ufed not to be un- 

dreft before fo great a company, and to have 

two hangmen to attend her for her grooms of 

the bed-chamber : but (fays flie) we muft fub- 

mit to what Heaven is pleafed to have done»^^ 

and obey the decrees of the divine Providence.'* 

Her 
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Her gowa aod cicmUct: betag tek«n off, fte tied ^•^ ^7* 

a Unnen handkecdiief round her ^yes ^ then lay* 

ing her head upon the falodk, fhe rehearfed 

aloud the thirty-^firft pialm ; and, (bretclujig out 

her arais^ fhe repeated the fifth verfc;^ which 

heifig the figoal appointed for the executioser» 

be clumtty firuck off her hoi^d at three ftrokes. ^^^^ 

Its upper attire being diicompofed, difcovered 

her hair to be quite grey ; and the executioner 

taking it up^ called out aloud, << Long five 

queen Eiizahcth, and fo let the eaen^ies of the 

goTpel perilh !'* which wordd were re* echoed 

by the dean of Peterborough and the two earls, 

Che refl of the fpeftators being difiblved in 

tcarjj. 

No circumftance of brutaJity was wanting to 
this execuiioB* The denying Mary a prieft of 
her own religion ; th« barbarous behaviour of 
the nob^men ; and above all, the interruption 
of the deafn in her l»ft moments, fufficiently in- 
dicate the rancour of her enemies ; nor can we 
think that they would hare ventured to gone 
through fo n^any feenes of wanton cruelty, had 
they not been privately inftrufted by Elizabeth. 
To crown the whole of their inhumanity, one 
of the executioners was holding both her hands, 
while the other was cutting off her head. 

I have in the foregoing part of this work 
been fo full in clearing this ilhiftrious lady fi'oni 
the afperfions of her enemies, that I ftall be 
very general in the farther obfervations I am to 

Vol. VIII. G g make 
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A.p,ij97. make on her cbarader ; nor can I add much to 
Ha chific- ^^*' ' ^^^^ already faid on that head. She was 
^^* murdered in the forty-fixth year of her age# 

and the eighteenth of her captivity ; and the' 
queen of Scotland by birth, and of France by 
marriage, nature and fortune feemed to vie in 
her perfon } the one to render her accompliihed, 
and the other miferable. It was her peculiar 
misfortune that all the advantages (he ought to 
have derived from her birth, education, rank, 
and beauty, operated immediately to her de-^ 
firudion. In her cradle Ihe was an exile; ihe 
was educated in thebofom of adulation, and in 
the politeil, though the moft wicked, court 
then in the world, which made her perhaps 
fometimes impatient under <he mortifications 
flie received in her native country. No princefs 
was ever more unhappy in wedlock than Mary. 
When young, (he was married to a boy of an 
unfound conftitution and mean capacity. When 
grown more capable of the tender pa(fions, (he 
fell in love with the beautiful form of a profligate 
ungrateful youth, whom (he took to her bed, 
by which her perfon contra^ed difeafes, and 
her dignity was expofed to ruin. She hat, I 
knov,been blamed for her fudden attachment to 
Damley ; but it was an attaohment rather un-r 
fortunate than imprudent ; for had he been pof- 
fe£Q:d of half her virtue9 and accomplilhments, 
they might have reigned in peace, if not fplen- 
dor, conildering the ftate of parties in England, 
• which 
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wltich would have rendered it very dangerous ^ ^* ^fij* 
for Elizabeth to have lived at variance with the 
two next heirs to her crown. Her third mar-, 
riage was fiill more fatal and reprehenfible, and 
may be faid to have drawn upon her all her mi* 
feries. I have, I hope, candidly admitted fuch. 
charges as had been brought againft her on that 
account, and reprefented the artful delulions 
that were made i^e of to betray her into that de- 
teftable match, ib as to place it in a more fa- 
vourable light 

I have been at great pains to evince, from fucw ic 
the princi[des of hiftorical credibility, the for- uH^f^^ 
gery of the letChi pretended to have been writ- 
ten from her to Bothwell ; but I have hitherto 
not mentioned the grammatical difcoveries. 
made by Mr. Goodall, and improved by the. 
accurate author of the Inquiry. The reader 
in the notes * will find the fubfiance of thofe 

* '^ As to the letters, tbey arc aflcrtcd to be forged i and that it 
was Dotorioufly known, that pcHbns about the qoecn bad often 
been in tbepraftke of forging lettcrsjn her name; that tiiej bad: 
AQtber date,L addrefi, feaU nor fnbiaiption i duit as wbat was 
laid to be the originals^ had only been coikfted by tiie qiieen*s. 
aocolen, there was no |woof that tbey were 4if her haad-wiitiiy* 
The perfon ((ays the bifliop) who was finrmHed to be the bearcr» 
(Nicholas Hubert, or French Fuk) •« at the time of his fieca- 
tion tookit npon his death, as he ihoald anfwer beftwe Godj 
that he never carried any fach letter, nor that the queen was par- 
ticipant, nor of council in the caoie.' * We iee then, that though 
the qoeen was denied a fight of the original letters, yet, under 
that diiadvantage, ihe made as good an anfwer as it was poffiblc 
fpr an innocent perfim in her circnrnftances to have done. 

*^ There is no mentionroade of the letters after this, nndl the 
year 1571, when Buchanan pabliflied hii libel, intitled, < Detect ■<» 
}Amc Jt^iiue/ which at the fame time was publifhed in the Sc<yi- 
Q%7r tif 
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A^tKis^7' diicoTeriel» which luiatifwcrably proves that 
the Scotch co^es of thofe letters jairc the truie 

txfb dialed. Secretary Ce9il immediately took care to have it 
priM«d in Snglmid tlii^ ktUktyetit 1571. Tbt la^A <vC)py had 
MxMd to it the firil tbjree letters of Mary » tranOated by Buchanan 
into that language 5 andtiie Scottifli copy contained ei^ht letters 
and the Iotc verfet. 

^ In tiie beginning of they^ar 157:^4 aX the time of the duke of 
Norfolk's trial, a French tranflation of Buchanan's « Dctec^io' was 
printed at London, to which'werc ^bjoinlxi feven of thefe Frendi 
IcH^i ittd the love fi^iuiets m Vecie. The title-p^e bears, that 
it was printed "a Edinbourg le 13 de Fevrie 1172, par Thomas 
Waltam.'* Bat there n«Ver tvas i primer ih Scotland of that 
name. f 

**Thc original letters themfelyes with the filver-box, delivered 
back to Morton, being long ago loft, this French copy of the 
Betfiftioiii with fereti of the Frqick iectefs auoexcci to it, ^d 
tht love fonnet in rhyme,. has now fc^r thefe two liundred years^ 
been looked upon by all parties as true copies of the originals? 
and underwent lieverftl editions tt fiich. 

" The lateleartttdMr. Walter Goodail, keeper of the Advocates 
Library at Edinburgh, who had made it his ftudy to colle6V ma- 
terials for the hiftory of thofe dmei, a few years ago pnbli^bed i| 
oiiUcal examination ^ the letters. By comparing|the U>r«e dif- 
ferent copies of thera together, he has wjth great acutenefs 
{hewn that thefe pretended letters, fkid %o be written in French 
by queen Mary to the earl of Bothwell, muft be fpurious. His 
at^uments may be ixduc^ to this fliort proportion. 

«* The letters faid to be written in French by the queen as no«r 
extent, have, by all parties, been held for tree as^k^ ^ the 
original produced by Mortoxi* and have, 4oi^ ta this time, 
pafled uncontefted as fuch. 

• ««Buchdkiian, the confident of Murray and Morton, wtlo at«- 
tended them both at York and London, had the letters Jn his 
cuftody, and was fo much mafter of their contents, tikat he was 
employed by Murray to ihow and ejcphun them (o the SngUfli 
commi0ioners ^t York, and translated the thuee firft of tlitm intof 
Latin. - - 

** If then it cap be (hown, that, in place of the Frmicb beittg 
the origmals, the Scotch copies, are the true oi;iginals, and that 
the French are apparently translations from Btvphanan's Lotini 
theconclufion fairly follows, that thofe French |pf^ended <«igi- 
Hals are fpurious.- This Mr. Goodall has done. 
« By comparing the letters, as they Oatid in the thrte diiftMi^ 

Ian- 
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QvigiDiybi and that the French copies, whkh 4,i>,f5B7^ 
v^ere exhibited by Mary's enemies, were traaf^ 
Uted from the Latin of Buchanan. I maftr 
however refer to the Inquiry itfelf for the full 
elucidation of this important difcovery, theforoe 
of which &ems now to be admitted upon all 
hands. This being the cafe, we can no k>ngcr 
wonder at the part which Elizabeth aded in 
not fufFering Mary or her friends to have ^ fight 
Qfth6fe pretended originals, and of debarring 
aU accefs to them to any but her own crea« 
tures^ who were refolved upon Mary's death. 
Dr. Koba*tron has publiilied, firom the papers 
of Sir Robert Bowes, the particulars of a nego^ 
tlation between that emballaddr and the eari of 
Gpwry, two years before the latter was be- 
headedt about delivering up the filver-box and 
its contents to Elizabeth (which he believed 
were in Gowry's cuftody). Whoever narrowly 
examines the contents of Bowes's dispatches, 
win eafily perceive by Cowry's evafive anfwers, 
that he had not the box and letters in his own 
pofleilion ; but I am inclined to think he knew 
where they were depofited, and that his revealing 

languages, he has, to a demonfti'ationy (hown, that in place of the 

$cx>tth and Latin being trandated from the FVench originals, thc^ 

laft are palpably a yerfion ftom the Latin ; and theL«tin» aj^^ 

^ verfion from the Scotch. The Scotch it appai-entl)r orii^bi:iI t J^ 

rtie thoughts therein are naturally and fententioufly turned, and 

it abounds in phraies and proverbs peculiar to that language. 

Thefe are fcrvilcly cxpreifcd in the Lutin, and fometimes crro- I 

neoufly : and as often as that happens, the French always fullow* 

fhefe errors of the Latin/ See Inquiry^ p. 55, 56, 57, 5s* 

tb:»^ 
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A*D.is$7* thatfecret vas the great fervice which he pro* 
pofed to perform for James and lus mother, in 
the letter he wrote him four or five days before 
his death ; for in the poftfcript of that letter 
he fays, ^ The matter I have to fpeak is not the 
concealing of treafon, but the revealing of a 
benefit;" and no man was more likely tlian 
Gowry^ to know the whole myftcry of the 
forgery. ' 

Whether Mary had a fourth huflund in the 
perfon of the duke of Norfolk has been doubts 
ed, but I am inclined tobefieve the affirmative; 
and fibjme paflages in Morgan's letters to Mary 
jnake it probable. In the poftfcript to the copy 
of a letter which Morgan fent for Mary to 
tranfbibe, and to convey to the countefs of 
Arundel, wife to the duke's eldeft fon, He tells 
her that the earl might be called her coufin, 
•♦ But perhaps (continues Morgan) there ha^ 
pafled between your majefty and his father 
Ibme other occafions to term the faid earl in 
another fort." 
Defcfiptiom Wo know uo pidurc of Mary extant, while 
^[^^'J, flie was in the perfeftion of her beauty, that 
we can depend oh as an original. Some arc 
certainly eitant, which were drawn when her 
charms were impaired by years, and her health 
impaired by infirmities ; but they exhibit no 
ilriking appearances of that beauty for which 
Ihe was renowned all over Europe. There 
was SMI undoubted original picture of her be^ 
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fore flie left France; but, perhaps, itperifliedi A.o.i|8r: 
during the civil commotions of that kingdpm^ 
From the accounts given by thofe who knew 
her perfon, ihe was of a graceful fize, above 
the middle ftature. Her air and manner of 
i^eaking were irrefiftibly captivating ; and ioi 
fome years after ihe came to England, Ihe did 
not difdain to improve her beauty by the ele- 
gance of drefs, and other embelliihments, which 
ihe had learned in the court of France *. Her 
hair and complexion were a light auburn, which 
became towards her thirty-fixth year black; 
but (he had fets of falfe hair of feveral colours. 
I have already mentioned her genius for poetry, 
and her proficiency in the learned languages* 
The natural fprightlineis of her temper fup- 
ported her long under afflidions that muft 
have cruihed any other, woman. . They feem^ 
at laft, however, to have got the better of her 
natural difpofition ; for ihe wrote fome lettera 
of reproach to Elizabeth which were incompa* 
tible with the dignity of both; and perhaps it 
did not a little contribute to her deplorable 
fate. 

Mary was coniidered by her contemporaries^ 
and even her enemies, as the ftandard of all 

* Mary was particulariy curiout ia the fineneft and fafliion of 
her linnen, and ihe received the whole of it from France. Eli- 
zabeth underftanding thiti oidered the boxes which contained it 
to be privately brought to her roonii where ihe carefully exa- 
mined every piece under pretence of fearching for letters con* 
cealed in the plaits or folds. 

feminine 
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^D,t^> leminioe accompliftmcirts, with exqvifitc hM-* 
mony of 0iape, tnd dignity of mien* Het 
limba were turned with a prcciiioii and beauty 
that thegreateft Grecian flatUAries might have 
vude their models. Few or none erf hn fex 
cq^nalled her in mufic or dancing; and ibme 
%iecimens.af her embroidery are ftill extant, 
which difcover an uncoi»mon tafte for defign- 
iiig and drawing. 

While ihe fat on the throne of Scotland^ 
hder mofl: violent enemies could not ixxipcaxh 
her jttftijce^ her gcnerofity, her conftancy, her 
friendfhip» and her magnanimity under adver- 
i^ty. I have given many llriking infiances of 
her docility and moderation in matter? of re?-. 
ligion ; and five, was, perhaps, the moft traiS* 
able Roman catholic princefs that we meet 
with in hiftory, though at the fame time ihe 
died for that religion. She afieded to re&mbie 
her father in her horiiemanihip, and her applir 
cation to the (ports of the field ; nor was ihe a> 
ftranger to the duties of a camp. Of all her 
perfections, the fecrecy with which ihe con-^ 
dufted the meafures Ihe had formed for her 
deliverance, is not the leafi cominendable. If 
ihe was betrayed,^ it was through th« ciediiY 
lity, and fometinjes treachery, of her corre- 
^Bidenta, as I have bad more than once oc- 
cafion to obferve. Though many fufiered 
death,, tortures, and imprifonment upon her 
account, yet none of her real friends w^e. 

dif. 
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difcouraged in her fervicc, or in profecnting a.d.i587, 
what they had undertaken for her deliver- 
ance. 

After all, I am far from reprefenting Mary 
as a faultlefs charafter. Her conceptions were 
too quick for fufFering her fufficiently to exa- 
mine the abilities and honefty of thofe ihe 
trufted and employed ; and hence it was, that 
fee was fo often betrayed both in Scodand 
and in England. She was too fond of the 
French manners, which were difagre^able to 
fuch of the reformers as were her beft friends. 
This pardonable failing, though fee did not 
carry it to excefs, was fo vifible in her con- 
duft, that even the regent earl of Murray 
thought proper to wink at it for fome time ; 
and hqr other natural brother, who feems to 
have been a feallow eflFeminate courtier, with 
the earl of Bothwell, and a train of their 
worthlefs attendants, recommended themfelves 
to her favour, by encouraging this foible. 
When occafion prefented, Mary could dif- 
femble to an exquifite degree ; but I do not 
find that fee ever fufFered herfelf to be reduced 
to aft the mean part, which Elizabeth often 
did in that low, but fometimes ncceffary, art 
of government. She was formed by nature 
to bear adverfity better than profpcrity j and 
fee retained the notions of refpecl that was 
due to her birth and rank to her laft hour. 

VpL.Vm. , Hh After 
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A.D.1S87. After Mary's execution none of her fervants 
tiin ^"eu- were allowed to approach her body, which 
was removed to an adjoining room, where it 
lay for fome days covered with a coarfe cloth, 
which had once belonged to a billiard table; 
but the fcaSbld, the frocks of the execution- 
ers, the block, and every thing that was 
fiained with her blood, were burnt. When 
the news of her execution came to Elizabeth's 
cars, flie affefted the moft dreadful agonies of 
grief and furprize, pretending that it had been 
performed againft her will, and without her 
knowledge. As a proof of her fincerity, fhc 
ordered that the body fliould receive a royal 
funeral in the cathedral church of Peterbo- 
rough, which was performed on the firft of 
Auguft, the preparations being very fplendid 
and coftly. Her next care was to allay the re- 
fentment of James, in cafe he fliould entertain 
any thoughts of revenging his mother's death. 
She pitched upon her kialman Gary, one of 
lord Hunfdon's fons, ^who had been a fort of a 
favourite with James, to carry hitA the tidings, 
and to prefent him with a letter written with 
her own hand, which the reader will find in 
the notes ^^ and which, confidering the occa- 

• « My dear brother, 
*< I would you knew, though not felt, the extreme colour that 
over-whelmeth my mind, for that miferable accident which, far 
contrary to my meaning, hath befallen. I have fent this kinf- 
man qf mine, whom ere now it hath pleafed you to favour, to 
inftrudb you truly of that which is* too irkfome for my pen to tell 
you J I befeech you, that as God, and many more know how 

innocent 
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fion, is one of the beft compofitions of her ^•^- '^'^^ 
pen I have feen. Gary was^ at the fame time, 
charged with ^ declaration, which he was to 
deliver to the council of Scotland^ in cafe, as 
afterwards happened, he fhould be denied ac- 
cefs to James. It is drawn up with great art, 
and the reader will find it HkcWife in the 
notes ^. It is now neceflary to return to Scot* 
land. 

Innocent I am in this cafe, To will you believe me, that if I had 
done it» I would have abode by it : I am not ib bafe minded, that 
the fear of any living creature (hould make roe afraid to dowhat 
W jufti or^done, to deny the fame ; I am not fo degenerate, nor 
carry fo vile a mind j but as not to difguife, fits moft a king, fo 
will I never difTemble my actions, but caufe them to (hew as I 
mean them. This aflure yourielf from me, fliat as I know it 
wasdeferved, if I had meant it, I would never lay it on ano- 
ther's (boulders ; and to impute to myfelf that which I did not 
fo much as think of, I will not. The circumftanccs you will be 
pleaied to hear of thia bearer $ and for my part, think you have 
not in the world a more loving kinfwoman, and more dear friend, 
nor any that will watch more carefully to preferve you and your 
ftate. And if any would otherwife perfuade you, think they 
bear more good will to others than to you. Thus, in hafte, I 
leave to trouble jpou, befeeching God to fend you a long reign. 
** Your moft aflured loving-fifter and coufin, , 
" Elizabeth Regina." 

See Spotfwood. 

* " Whereas the queen'4 majefty, my miftrefs, defiring to 
have your majefty certi^d aright of the death of the queen your 
mother, and in what fort tbc fiune was done, hath commanded 
me, iincf I am denied your prefence, to declare my meflage to 
certain of your council, I bav^ thought beft to put it in writing, 
becaufe words may be miftakei\| and my charge this way be bet-r > 
ter performed. 

*< Flrft, She commanded me to aflure your majefty, that it 
never entered into her thought to put the queen your mother to 
death, notwithftanding the daily perAiaiions of her council, the 
fupplications of the nobility, knights, and gentlemen, and the 
i^Otuiy outcdcs of her poor people and commonalty, wherewith 

H h ft ihe 
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A.D.is«7. ^i^ 5^Qjg ^gj.g never better difpofed for a 
£»ioLfof*' ^^'^ ^^*^ England than they had been during, 
^m^^ the preceding three or four years ; and EUza<^ 
beth had warded }t off only by the arts o£ 
corruption^ and her addrcfs in balancing par-? 
ties in the Councils of James. His n[iother's 
friends were now become fo powerful, and 
thofe of Elizabeth fo deteflable, that James 
was conftrained (fiir he never feems to have 
been in earneft) to appear determined to de^ 
clare war, if his mother was not fet at liberty^ 
When the news of her condemnation arrived 
in Scotland, he ordered the minifter$, in thcif 
public prayers, to pray for ter in the following 
form : " The lord illuminate and enlightea 

ihe was wearied, and out of meafare grieved to fee their deter- 
mination fixed that way. And that upon advertifewients coming 
every day unto her, of the preparation of (hips and men both 
in France and Spain to invade her realm, and reports of the 
breaking open Fotheringay caftle, and the q,ueen your mother's 
eicape ; left (he fhould, in any fuch extremity, he unprovided, 
ihe had figned a warrant to her council, for doing what the)r 
thought beft with your mother j which warrant (he delivered to 
her fecretary Mr. Davifon, to be kept, not intending it (hould 
be given out of his hands, except fome invafion from abroad, 
or infurre6lion of the rebels at home, were made to procure her 
liberty. But her fecretary, otherwiie than (he had purpofed, 
having (hewed the warrant to two or three of the council, they 
called the whole number together, and prefently fent a mandate 
for her execution $ which was done, (he protefts to God, before 
Ihc.knew of it. Hereupon the fecretary is committed, and will 
notefcape her high difpleafure. This is the effeft of my mef-^ 
fage } which if I could exprefs fo lively as I did hear her utter it, 
9¥ith a heavy heart and forrowful countenance, I think your 
raajeiiy would rather pity the grief which (he endureth, than in 
any fort blame her for the faft wrhercunto (he never gave con- 
jfcnt." Ibid* 

hey 
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her fpirity. that {h^ may attain to the know- a«d.ijI7. 
ledge of. his truth,. for the fafety of foul and 
body, and preferve her from the prefent peril." 
A few of the clergy x:omplied with this order ; / 
but the majority, among whom were the mi- 
nifters of Edinburgh, refufed. James having 
appointed a folemn faft to be celebrated for 
his mother's deliyerancb, ordered the archbilhop 
of St, Andrew's to preach before himfelf in 
the High-church of Edinburgh ; but when 
James went to aflifl at the folemnity, he found 
the pulpit pofl<?fled by a young probationer^ 
on^ Cowper. James called out to him to ftop^ 
beqaufe the pulpit had been deftined for ano- 
ther, unlefs he would obey the orders relating 
to his mother. Cowper knocking the pulpit 
with his fill, faid he would do as tbe fpirit of 
Qod fliould direft him; and the captain of the 
guard preparing to pull him from his place, he 
left it, with the following exclamation addreft 
to James : ^ This day fliall bear witnefs 
againft you in the day of the Lord. Woe be 
to tTiee, O Edinburgh! for the laft of thy 
plagues fliall be the worft." The archbifliop 
then mounted the pulpit, and made an excel- 
lent fermon fuitable to the occafion. Cowper 
was for this offence commited prifoner to 
Blacknefs caftle, and two of his moft forward 
abettors were difcharged from preaching du- 
ring his majefty's pleafure; but they were re- 
placed pn expreijing their forrow for what 
they had done^ 
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A.D.i5«7. Three of the Scotch cmbaffadors in England 
faSTto'fc* returned to Edinburgh the very day before 
^b^!aon Mary's execution, and reported the bad fuc- 
cefs of their commiiHon ; and that an £ngli(h 
embaflador was to follow them. James, even 
in this aflFefting crifis, could not conceal his le- 
Moyies. ^^ty » ^^^ though, on the fifteenth, he received 
an information from Kerr, oneof the wardens of 
the borders, that his mother had been exe- 
cuted, yet he dilbelieved it, and went to his 
ufual diverfion of hunting. Gary was by this 
time arrived at Berwick, from whence he fen t 
to Edinburgh a meffenger, dertianding, as 
ufual, a pafsport for proceeding on his jour- 
ney. Young, the fame who had been one of 
the preceptors to James, was then under-fC'^ 
cretary of ftate, and he was difpatched to Ber- 
wick, to demand of Gary, whether Mary had 
been executed or not ; and if flie wa3, to in* 
form him he muft proceed on his peril. Gary an- 
fwering in the affirmative. Young returned to 
James, who ihut himfelf up in Dalkeith caf* 
tie,, with all the fymptoms of grief and for* 
row, which were, however, but fliort-lived ; 
for, a few days after, he confented that Gary 
Ihould be admitted to an audience of certain 
members of his privy-council. Sir James. 
Hume of Goldingknows, governor of the caf- 
tle of Edinburgh, and Sir Robert Melvil, 
were accordingly appointed to confer with him 
at Foulden, a village within two miles of Ber^ 

wick, 
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wick. In this conference, Gary demanded that a.d.is«7. 
the league of amity between the two realms, 
fhould be inviolably obferved. He faid, that 
his miftrefs ,was grieved at the death of Mary, 
which had happened without her confent ; and 
in Elizabeth's name, offered any fatisfaftion 
that James could demand. The Scotch com- 
miflioivers treated Gary's fpeech and propofal 
with a becoming difdain. They obferved, that 
they amounted to no more than to know whe- 
ther James was difpofed to fell his mother's 
^ blood; adding, that the Scotch nobility and 
people were determined to revenge it, and to 
intercft in their quarrel the other princes of Eu^ 
rope. Gary, upon this, delivered to the com- 
miflioners the letter from Elizabeth and his own 
declaration ; nor do I find that he proceeded 
farther in his journey. 

When the report of the commiffioners, with ^^'"Jj?**** 
the contents of the letter and declaration, were ^uict. 
made public, the nation feemed to be fo unani- 
mous in calling for revenge, that it was difficult 
to find any remnant of thofe who had thrown 
Mary into prifon, defeated her in the field, dri- 
ven her into exile, and brought her to the block. 
This fpirit obliged James to perfevere in 
his appearance of cefolution for revenge, 
and the junfture was favourable. Elizabeth 
was then in a ftate of war with Spain, the moft / 

formidable power in Europe. The death of | 
Mary had fpread a general indignation among 

. other 
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A«D.is87. Other princes, and evein the public of England 
began to commiferate her fate. James was on 
an excellent footing with the northern princes, 
and had as good as concluded his marriage with 
the king of Denmark's daughter. Above all, 
the immenfe equipment of the fleet, afterwards 
known by the name of the Spanifli Armada, 
for the invafion of England, threatened inevi- 
table ruin to Elizabeth, if the Scots Ihould give 
a diverfion to her forces in the north. All thofe 
confiderations now gave her real difquiet. She 
drove even Burleigh from her prefence, on ac* 
count of the diftinguiihed part he had a£led 
on Mary's trial ; and flie iflued orders that Davi- 
fon Ihould be tried in the ftar-chamber for a 
mifdemeanor, in fuffering the warrant for 
Mary^s death to go out of his hands. Though 
Walfingham was at leaft equally guilty with 
Burleigh in that affair, yet he had made Davi- 
fon his tool during the whole tragical tranfac- 
tion, by pretending to be indifpofed. 
SaVftance That ftatcfmau being now recovered, was 
wS ordered by Elizabeth, to digeft all the argu- 
^^^' ments founded either in juftice or policy, that 
could ferve to diflu.ade James from revenging 
his mother^s death. This he did in a letter ad- 
dreffed to Maitland, lord Thirlfton, who then 
aded as firft minifter to James, and who was 
fufpecled by fome of Mary^s friends not to have 
been fufficiently aftive in preventing her fate. 
The letter itfetf is long and laboured ; but con- 
tains 
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tains much good fenfe, and was well calculated a.d. isS?* 
to operate upon fuch a difpolition as was that 
of James. As it has been often publiihed, I 
ihall only here give the fubflance of it. It 
begins with the neceflity of putting Mary to 
death, and the folly of James in taking arms 
to revenge it. Walfingham then ihews how 
difproportioned the force of Scotland was to 
that of England, when now united with Hol- 
land and Zealand; and with a boaft, perhaps, 
more political than well grounded, he fays, 
England, with fuch an afiiftance, would be a 
match for all the naval force in Europe. He 
Ihews, that the king of France was too much . , 

harrafled in his own kingdoms to give him any 
effedlual ai&ftance ; and that the king of Spain, * • 
claiming the crown of England by Mary's dona* 
tion, would only feek to gratify his own am- 
bition. He defires James to confider on what a 
defperate footing his fucceffion to the crown of 
England would iland, (hould he plunge the two 
nations into blood, to revenge a meafure which 
had been in a manner forced upon the queen by 
the unanimous voice of her parliament and her 
people ; and he mentions the cafes of the king 
of Navarre's grandfather, Chriftiern king of 
Denmark, and Antonio king of Portugal, who 
had been all of them fiript of their dominions, 
notwithftanding their powerful alliances, to 
deter James from trading to foreign affiftance. 
He proves, that the Roman catholicparty in jEng- 
VoL. VIII. I i land 
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A.D.T587. land were fo divided amongft tfaemfeiTes, that^ 
James could receive little help from tbem, evexl 
foppofing him ill enough advifed to chaage Im 
religion for popery, and that they would not 
lapuft his fincericy. Waliingham then {n*o«- 
ceeds to fliew, that James' had already di& 
eharged all the duty towards his mother and 
&!s owd reputation, that could be expefted from 
an affe6tionate fon and a wife king; that his ia^^ 
terceding for her with a concern fo becoming 
iiature> had endeared him to the kingdom of 
England, but that it would be madnefs to pufli 
his refentment farther, 
jinwf re This letter had all the eflFca which Elizabeth 
SIISLa? ^^ *^^ writer could defire. Her fecret fxiencib 
laid befbre James the precarious dependence 
he muft have upon the Roman catholic 
powers abroad ; and that notwithftanding the 
pompous ipeeches of Believre in favour of 
hfis mother, he was fecretly inftru&ed by Hen* 
ry the third, from the deep hatred which that 
prince bore to the houfe of Guife, to iblicit 
Mary*s death inftead of her deliverance, Thofe 
and many other arguments drawn from thc^ 
tm'fteady difpofition of his people, the divifions 
among his nobles, and the fmallnefs of his reve- 
nues, would have made little or no impreffion 
upon a high*fpirited prince,* but James^ in fed- 
lowing the maxims of prudence, gratified his 
o^n timid, cautious, indolent temper. He ap- 
peared to be fatisfied with the reafons urged by 

. . Wal- 



Of S C OT L A N D. ^^43 

Walfinghaniy ^^ agreed to give the lord ^».i3>r« 
Jittotdon (whom EHzabeth liad named her em- 
^tfladof at bis court) an audience. That nq- 
hkanan^ %Fter repeating the fubftanc^ of W^- 
Ingham's letter» removed an objedion whi(^ 
had given great diiqttiet to Jame8» who had 
been impreflbd with a notion that his mother 
being executed for high treafon, l^r Idood 
was tainted in England ; and that confequently 
he was rendered incapable to fucceed to that 
throne. Hun£don explained to htm th^ qav- 
tion that had been taken by Elisabeth, that 
the commiflioners, among whom were included 
the judges, ihould declare him capable of fuc* 
xtedingf notwithftanding her fentencci and 
the embaflador produced a freih opinion of 
the judges to the fame piirpofe. £H;;abeth» to 
give Jaknfis ftill farther fatisfadion, continued , 
to tTicat Burleigh, notwithftanding his age, 
and the merits of his fervice, with unrelent* 
ing fevcrity* 
As Elizabeth's fituation with Spain ron^ered Trfaj uui 

condemna- 

it necefiary fOr her to prevent any rupture t«on of ua. 
with Scotland, flie moft wickedly appointed a 
commiffion, compofed of fome of her greated 
fub^ftsj to try Davifon ; and had Paulct or 
Drury obeyed her infamous dirediops to mur- 
der Mary, there can be no manner of doubt 
that ihe would have difavowed her own ad, 
and have brought them both to a fcaffold or 
a gibbet. The «afe of Davifon was more fa- 

I i 2 vour* 
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A.D.isSf, vourabk; and Elizabeth never played fo lofing 
a game Of diflimulation asflie did on his trial. 
He was one of the nnioft accomphflied gentle- 
inen and foundeft ft^^efnaien of his age, and 
a favourite with that great judge of literary 
merit, Elizabeth's unfortunate Devereux earl 
of Efiex. A reader who lives at this period 
of Britiih liberty, can fcarcely have an idea of 
Davifon's dreadful iituation, between the vin- 
dication of his own innocence and Elizabeth's 
tyranny. He had the courage, however, to 
take part with the former. He was examined 
on the twelfth of March, upon the following 
terms : *« Whether upon iigning of the war- 
rant, her majefty gave it not in cxprefs charge 
and commandment unto you, to keep the 
fame fecret, and not to utter it to any body ?'' 
His anfwer was, " That he hopeth her ma- 
jefty doth not forget how ftie commanded my 
lord-admiral to fend for him to bring the war- 
rant unto her ; having, as his lordfhip told me, . 
refoliitely determined to go through with the 
execution. That upon my coming to her, it 
pleafcd her to call for the warrant, and volun- 
tarily tofign it, without giving me any fuch 
commandment as is objefted, which he affirm- 
leth as in the prefence of God/' The fecond 
interrogatory was, " Whether her majefty 
commanded you to pafs it to the great feal ?" 
To this he anfwered, " He trufteth her ma- 
jefty, in her princely and good nature, will not 

deny 
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deny to have given him exprefs order to carry a«d.is9ji» 
it to the feal ; and how fhe willed it ihould be 
forthwith difpatched. Whereupon he offering 
to have gone to my lord-chancellor the fame 
forenoon (of the day) it was iigned, Ihe com- 
manded him to go in the afternoon^ tecaufe of 
fome other bnfinefs he had ; which he did acr- 
cordingly : fo as it was between five and f^^ 
of the clock at night ere he was yrith my 
lord- chancellor. So as my lord-admiral know- 
ing it by the occafion above remembered, and 
my lord-chancellor \yy her majefty's expre^ 
commandment Befides, that at the fame time 
it pleafed her m^jefty to give him order to im- 
part it in the way to Mr. Secretary Walfing- 
ham, as her majefty may beft remember j he 
hopeth there fhall appear no caufe of any fuch 
conimandment to conceal it, and not to utt^ 
it to any, as is objeded," , 

The third interrogatory wa^, " Whether, 
when it was paft the great feal, her majefty 
charged you, and that on your life, not to let 
it go out of your hand, until you knew her 
. further pleafure ?^ To this interrogatory, he 
protefteth before God, he neither remember- 
eth, nor received any fuch commandmen^t 
given him : for if he had, he would not have 
concealed it from my lords that joined in fend- 
ing down the faid commiffipn.". The fourth 
queftion was, " Whether her majefty ever 
willed or commanded you to deliver it to any 

body. 
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AD. 1589. body, or to caiife it to be executed ?** Hie aii* 
fwer was, ^ That as her majefty did hot ex* 
Iprcfly will him to ddlver it to any bofdy, fo 
did he never undefftand her majefty's mean- 
ing to be other than to have it proceeded in, 
^onfidering the hourly danger (he lived iti^ 
lOkd ho^ much therefore it imported her life 
Md ftate. Befides other ri^afbns too long to be 
liere rehearfed.** 

The fifth was, ** Whether fix or fcvea days 
After it was pall the great feal, and in your 
'^ttftody, her majefty told you not in the gal- 
lery, that flie had a better way to proceed 
therein, than that which was before devifed f^ 
To this Davifon anfwercd, ^ That he remem- 
t>ereth that upon fome letters received from 
Mr. Paulet, (keeper of the Scotch queen) ha: 
majefty falling into fome complaint of him, 
upon fuch caufe as fhe beft knoweth^ flie ut^ 
tiered fueh a fpeech, << that ihe. could have mat- 
ters otherwife done." The particulars whereof 
t leave to her bcft remembrance.'* 

Elizabeth was not a woman to be daunted 
in a matter on which ihe had fet her heart 
-She was refolved to deftroy Davifon, that flic 
might keep up appearances for herfelf. Pop- 
ham the attorney, and Egerton the follicitor- 
^neral, endeavoured to entrap him in his 
^wn anfwers. In this they were feconded by 
Gawdy and Puckering the queen*^ ferjeants, 
who alledged that he had impofed upon Bur* 

leigh^ 
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leighy and the other coi|nfelion« Daviibn, in ^.n* t^f. 
his anfwer to the laft interrogatory vhtch had 
been pot to him, had but juft hinted at the 
tranfa^on with Mary's two keepers for patting 
her to death ; but durft npt then explain it, for 
fear of Elizabeth's difpleafure. He knew tibc 
venality of the law-judges, before whom he 
was tried ; and that his fentence would be fe- 
vere in proportion as his defence fliould aflfed 
Elizabeth. It coft him tears, however, to keep 
the fecret ; and the concealing it, Jn jfome mea*- 
iure, deprived him of his defence, as it would 
have laid open the true reafon of Elizabeth's 
hefitation. The evidence being clofed, the 
law-judges approved of Davifon's conduct, and 
applauded his honefty, but fentenced him to 
pay ten thoufand marks for his imprudence; 
The lord Lumley, though a papift, allowed the 
jufiice of Mary's fentence ; but thought it was 
barbarous to fiifle the fountains of nEiercy in 
the fovereign's breaft. The lord Grey jufii- 
fied Davtfou in every refped. ** Whatever 
puniihment (faid he to the court) you fhall lay 
upon him fliall not difpleafe me; never fliall 
he lofe with me the efteem that is due to a 
good and an honeil man." The earls of Worf 
cefter, Cumberland, and Lincoln, were pretty 
much of the fame opinion ; and the two arch* 
biihops extolled Davifon to the ikies ; but af* 
ter all, he was condemned for his honefty* 
fidelity, and good intention, not only to pay 

ten 
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A.i>-i5«T* ten thoufand marks» but to be imprifoncd da- 
ring the queen^s pleafure. He afterwards dretr 
up a laboured, circumfiantialy apology for him«» 
fclf, which he addreffed to Walfingham, and 
which has been publiflied by Camden. In this 
apolog^^ Icannot help obferving that he is a 
little inconfiftent in his condud. He fays there^ 
that he remonftrated to Elizabeth (when ihe 
iaid that there might be found people who 
would put Mary to death for her fake) how 
diihonourable and unjuft a thing this would 
be; and withal into how great danger (he 
would bring Paulet and Drury by it. This, 
I fay, was a pretty extraordinary remonftrance, 
after the pint letter which Walfingham and he 
had fent to thofe two gentlemen upon the fub- 
jeft. Upon Walfingham's death, a ftrong party 
was formed, with Elizabeth's favourite the 
carl of Efiex at their head, to refiore him to 
his place of fecretary of fiate, but all was in 
vain ; for though Elizabeth commended Da- 
vifon's abilities and honeily as much as his 
beft friends could exprefs themfelves, yet ihe 
rejected all interceifions in his favour, with* 
out giving any other reafon than that ihe was 
refolved. 
Tnai and All thoughts of avcDging Mary's death were 
ihTmaftw then vaniihed ; and James aflFefted to be in- 
•^^"^" fluenced to pacific meafures upon reafons of 
flate and policy. The public refentment againil 
Gray, for the infamous part he had a£ted, was 

now 
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IK>w fo ftrong, tlwt James could ap^rcfift i^ a. d. 1-587. 
aad he ]?eiiblve4 to give him up. Six WiIl.iia.iB 
Stuart, birotl^r ^o the late earl of Arran, whq 
wa9 Qow in exile, and reduced to his formei^ 
title of capts^in (or coloijiel) James^ undertool? 
to be his accufer, in revenge for the part he 
had 2^ded againil his brot^n He pretended 
thsit Qray ^ad invited hin;i to j[o^a in a con^ 
fpiracy for kitting th? lo^d Thirlftan and other 
is^ioifters of f^ate, who had been inftruxpejgita^ 
if^ the baaiffa^nient of the captain^ whom h? 
offered to rcftore to court. S^r William pri- 
vately informed James of aU that had pafled 
between him and Gray, ai^d of the treacherous 
part the latter had ^dted with regs^rd to l^is 
mother, which filled Jan>es with hqrror, ^p^ 
he confented that Gr^^y ftould be tried. As 
he denied the charge, when confrouted witji 
Stuart, it was found pcceffary tp coqftipit them 
both prifoners to the caftle of ^Edinburgh ; and 
Stuart not only perfifted in his former accu(a« 
tion, but added, that he could prove that Gray 
had fecrctly defired the court of France and 
the duke of Guife not to grant James any af- 
fiftance in revenging h^ moth^^r's de^th, unlefs 
the Rom^n catholic religipn v^^s tolerated 
within bis dominion?. A l^tt^r^ or a copy of 
a letter, to Eli^^jib^th was likcw^fp produced, 
in which Gr^y, fpeaking of M^ry, made ufc 
of the exprefl^on << morti^i 991^ mordent, dead 
people dp not bite." Gray, ija £»^ PFned both 
Vol. Vni, K k charges, 
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AiD.1587. charges, but endeavoured to alleviate them. 
Being brought upon his trial, he was fentenced 
by James to be baniihed out of Scotland, not 
to return upon pain of death, and prohibited 
under the fame j)enalty from going either to 
England or Ireland, 
c^erva. ^j jie mildncfs of this fentcnce is a ftrong 

proof of James's indiflference as to his mo- 
ther's fate, as he could have capitally punifhed 
him as the greateft delinquent in his kingdom, 
with the ftrifteft juftice ; for Gray's crimes were 
highly treafonable, even tho' he had not been 
concerned in Mary's murder. According tofome 
hiftorians, the mildnefs of Gray's fentence was 
owing to the earneft interceffion of the lord 
Hamilton, and the other noblemen, whom he 
had been inftrumental in reftoring to the king's 
favour at Stirling. 
Thirman Captain James, who remained ftill lurking 
made Chan- amoug his friepds, next attacked the lord 
Thirlftan, who ftill exercifed the chancellor- 
fliip, but without the name. He fent James a 
letter by one of his relations, accufing that lord 
of being concerned in his mother's death^ and 
in a plot to deliver up his own perfon to Eli- 
zabeth. The paffion which James had for his 
diverfions, and his love of indolence, did not 
fufFer him to enter very deeply into the parti- 
culars of this accufation. , Perhaps he was not 
a little determined by the fentiments of Eli- 
zabeth, who we cannot fuppofe could be fond 

- of 
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of the captain's recovering his influence. All a. d. 1587, 
the anfwer that James made to the letter was 
to difcover it to the council, who ordered the 
captain to furrender himfelf a prifoner, till the 
truth of his allegation fhould be examined, 
with a certification, that if he did not comply 
by a certain day, he fhould be proceeded againft 
as a fower of fedition between the king and 
his nobles. The day elapfing without his ap- 
pearing, Thirlftan, inftead of being tried, re- 
ceived the office and dignity of chancellor. 

James was now of full ac:e; and a parlia- JanMen- 
ment was fummoned to meet on fjhe twenty- wmpofe lU 
ninth of July to be held at Edinburgh. T^e among hit 
expeftations of the public were very high with ^^ ' '^' 
regard to the proceedings of that body ; and 
James, as an omen of his future conduft, en- 
tered upon meafures, which feem to have been 
fuggefted by his own natural fenfe, for com- 
pofing all differences among his clergy, as well 
as nobility. A general affembly of the church 
was called on the twentieth of June ; and the 
king demanded fatisfaclion for the offences 
committed by Gibfon and Cooper ; and that 
Montgomery archbilhop of Glafgow, fhould 
be readmitted into the affembly. The anfwer of 
the brethren to thbfe demands was infolent and 
feditious ; for they flatly told James that they 
would be determined in their obedience to his 
commands, by the conceflions granted in the 
Oext parliament to their requefts. Upon thi^ 
Hk z anfwer, 



A. b. 1587! attiWcT, flifc ^teg lbr<!)fce tfflF all fwtfc» trtti!^- 
i^i{h ^is xiergy ; but Ubcy ^feem td'kave caitrfefl 
fli^ir pornt ajgafiiift MoBtg6!lieiy^ •i^rbo i<tffig«ied 
his archtiiflibprrc ; afird it was 'giT^n to ^ la,y- 
Inah, who was to TcnotiDoe the ifeine, if ^tbe 
general afifembly did Bot altow of ^his ftdsaif* 
Son. 

The meatis Whidh Jatoes "employed in 3*0- 

lifiiing lall dlfffertoces iai!QO'i>g tfec tnobility were 

iribite fingiilaT than t*ey were cfficadous, 38»- 

fore the -meeting of the T^arliMaettl, be af. 

fcmbled thfetti at a roy^fl ^^iitertaintnent, which 

he had prepared fbr the^, in tiic pakce of 

JlolyrOTod-hotife, Where he W<as fat great paiM 

to ihow them how tieceffiiry it was, ^t that 

jtinaure, that they flioteld forget all their am- 

mofities ; and h'e required Chat all parties at 

Open x^riance ihould embrace 'each othen 

This Was agreed to by all prefont excepting 

the lord Yefter, AVho xefnfed to be reconciled 

to Sir John Stuart oiF Traquair, for which be 

was fent tb 'prifon, but foon after relcafcd. • 

Next day, the Icing ifnlifted upon their making 

th^ir reconcrliation as public as poflible ; and 

that his noblemen ihoirld walk by pairs, each 

joined with another wi& "whom lie had been 

at eiimity ; and that the reconciliation of ^l 

jfhould *bfe completed in fight of the inhabit" 

ants of Edinburgh, and at the Market GrofSy 

where amoft noble <:otlation was prepared for 

the pui-pofe* Ail this was performed ; but 

* James 
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James little knew that forms, proraUe^ sod a,o.s^ 
proteftalionfiy wc ^f licde avail, wli£n the feeds 
of rancour remain in the iiutuan Jiieart. 

UpoB the meetiAg of the jtailiainentt the Spotfwoofl. 
comnuilioBers from ^< the ^church delix^d the nlld^^ 
pvelat-es that were prefejit at it to be removed, as ^\^YtS!l^^ 
haviag 410 aoxthority from the church, and the 
moft of the-m rno fua^Sion xkor charge in tt at 
alL" This was oppoiied by JBoruce abbot of 
Kmva£& ; rbut daough the requeil was rgeSbed, 
yet epi£copacy received a fevjere blow in this 
parliament* All the laws made in the Jdng^s 
minority in favour of the Keforniied were con« 
firmed; and .the unaUeaated pait of the church 
lands were annexed ^to the ^orown for its bet- 
ter fupport. The tithes of the churches an- 
nexed to their benefices, together with the 
houfes of the prelate^ and precincts, by way of 
glebe, were left to fupport the q)Lfcopal dig- 
»ity* 

The refledion naturally occurring from this 
aft is^ that the .noblemen who were facri* 
iQgioufiy .poffeffed of church ^operty, agreed 
to it, in order to quiet their own claims ; and 
c ven thofe which were precarious before, had now 
the fanftion of -parKamentary authority- They 
acquired to the pofleffors a temporal right of 
cnjoymg honours and fitting in parliament; 
and many of theif defcendants to this day are 
nobilitated. Their anceftors were known by 
the names of lords of erection, from their ec- 

clcfiafiical 



154 T H E H I S T O R Y 

^D*x5^. clefiaftical temporalities, or the benefices they 
enjoyed being crefted into temporal dignities. 
The king, young, thoughtlefs, and profufe, 
feemed to forget the former zeal he profeffed 
for epifcopacy, in the flattering appearances of 
his revenues bein^ augmented ; but his crafty 
courtiers fruftrated his hopes by gratifying 
his humour. They knew his profufion, and 
left an opening for him to alienate any por- 
tion of the revenue that was thus granted him. 
He employed this power to fuch ptirpofes 
among the needy dependents of his court, 
that before the end of his reign, he found his 
income but little encreafed by the bounty of 
, his parliament. The minifters and clergy were 
equally difappointed. They were encouraged 
to hope that they fliould have the difpofal of 
the tithes at their pleafure ; but finding them* 
felves deluded by the lay landholders, they 
joined with the bifliops in exclaiming againft 
the government. Upon the whole, fo little 
was either the young king or his parliament 
aftuated by a regard for the clergy in this par* 
liament, that it produced nothing but a con- 
fpiracy for appropriating the rents of the 
church to lay purpofes, under pretext, tha| by 
abolifliing or curtailing the revenues of bi- 
Ihops, there muft be an end of the epifcopal 
order in Scotland. 
The ewri- In this parliament, a renovation of the poli- 
Scotiandre- tical couflitution of Scotland likewife took 

place. 
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place. The reduftion of the epifcopal order a. d, 1587. 
was daily operating, to the difadvantage of the 
crown and its fmall vaffals, in favour of the 
nobility and great landholders, upon whom the 
prelates in parliament had always been a check. 
Thirlftan, who was a very wife minifter, feems 
to have fuggefted to James, that it would be 
neceffary to revive and reinforce the aft of 
James the firft, which exempted all fmall ba- 
rons and freeholders from parliamentary at- 
tendance, on condition of their fending repre- 
fentatives. The revival of this aft, which had 
fallen into difufe by the poverty, negleft, 
or ofcitancy of . the leffer barons, was now 
thought expedient for curbing the exceffivc 
ariftocratical powers which the nobles had ob- 
tained fince the extinftion of the prelatical in- 
tereft in parliament. The earl of Crawford, 
and fojne of the great barons, would willingly 
have oppofed every meafure of this kind ; but 
upon debate, it was found and admitted that 
the king had a right to fummon any of his ba- 
rons to attend parliament in perfon, and there- 
fore he might exercife by his prerogative that 
which he fought by a ftatute; and this was 
the conGderation upon which it pafled, though 
in the fequel it was far from anfwering his in- 
tentions, on account of the oppolition which 
the reprefentative barons gave to the <:ourt 
meafures. 

Sir 
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A.D.i5$^ Sftf Patrk Yaws ac^ Youi^ vere this year. 
Avtfettto fent to Denmark^ by order of the parliament, 
to pay a vifit to the priocefs, who wa3 deftined 
fof the kiag's bed, and to report their qpudoa 
coMeraing the match, that embafiadors of 
greater sank ai>d authority might be fent to 
conclude it Upon their return, their report 
wa» fo favourable, that it wa$ refolyed to fend 
a nobleman in the fpring, attended by others, 
to marry her by pro:a(y, and to bring her to 
Scotland ; but the death of the king of Den- 
nark in the intermediate time put a ftop tp 
that project. 
The court of Spain, now fully prepared tp 
•ccoint invade England with one of the moft formida- 
ble armaments that ever had appeared on the 
ieas, would gladly have brought James to fa- 
vour their atten^pt; and number3 of priefU 
and jefuits were then lurkiAg iu Scotland, tp 
difpoie the rems^ins of the Roman cathoUc 
party there to take arms a$ foon as the Spani- 
ards Should land in England* It was thought 
that the heads of the houfe of Hamilton, the 
carls of Huntley a^id Glencairn, and the lords 
Herries and Maxwell, looked upon the old re- 
ligion with no unfavourable eye; and that 
jbme of thcxQf particularly lord Maxwell and 
JHuntley, held * correfpondence with the Spa- 
joiards. The pedantry of James ^contributed 
BOt a little to the public apprehenfions j for in 

order 
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orckr to difplay his learning, he to6k a plea- A.5.i52f. 
fore in difputing pcrfonally ^dth Roman ca- 
tholics and jefiiits, in order to convert them; 
and on that account he fometimes indulged 
them, particularly one Gordon, unck to the 
carl of Huntley, about his court. His majefty i s?s, 
likewife ihewed great attention to the earl of 
Huntley, and made him a party in all his di- 
verfioAs and entertainments, though that no- 
bleman was an avowed Roman catholic, and- 
the moil powerful of that party in Scotland. 
But the friends of the Reformation received 
the greateft alarm from the lord Herries, who 
wa« faid, but whether truly does not appear, 
to have expelled the protefiant clergy out of 
Dumfries, and to have heard mafs in public. 

The chancellor firmly oppofed every meafure Piochmi- 
that tended to encreafe even a fufpicion of the prieftt*j!lld* 
court's favouring popery. In this he was fe- ^^"^^ 
conded by the earl Marfhal, and fome other 
proteftant noblemen, who joined a meeting of 
the clergy at Edinburgh, to deliberate on the 
means of fuppreffing popery. It was there re- 
folved,-that the aflembly Ihould proceed in a 
body t6 the king, and prefent him with their 
grievances. James refiifed to admit them to 
his prefence, becaufe the meeting was unlaw- 
fill, as not having his fanftion ; but he or- 
dered the lord-chancellor and fome of his 
privy-counfellora to confer with their heads. 
The latter behaved with fo much finnnefs in 

Vol.. Vm. L 1 4)ffer. 
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A. D. 1588. offering to fpend their lives and fortunesr to 
enforce the laws againft Roman catholic priefts, 
that the report of the chancellor ftartled 
James, ^nd he declared himfelf in very ftrong 
terms againft irreclaimable papifts. The confe- 
quence was, that two commiffionersvwere ap- 
pointed . in every fliire to profecute popifli 
priefts, if found in the kingdom after fuch a 
day. This meafure did not cure the evil ; num- 
bers of them indeed went to the continent; 
but the clergy, who were prepared with very 
exadl lifts, found that fome remained und^r 
the royal protedion. The clergy repeated their 
complaints ; and the arrival of the lord Max- 
well, a noted agent for Spain, in Scotland, 
forced James upon more active meafures. A 
proclamation was iffued of a rigorous nature, 
in which . Gordon, and one Hay, with the 
other principal jefuits and popifli clergy, were 
named, and required to find fureties for their 
departure out of Scotland ; but James declared 
that he intended to ufe milder meafures with 
the earl of Huntley, and other Roman catho- 
lic noblemen, who had given him hopes of 
their being reclaimed ; the meaning of which 
>vas, that he intended to convert them by the 
force of his own learning and eloquence. 
Vigorous . The ferment in the affembly of the clergy 
Ifumls ^^^^ continuing, James declared that he in- 
dM?*" ^°' tpxided to un^er^ake an expedition in perfon 
towards the borders againft the lords Maxwell 

and 



OF SCOTLAND. 25^ 

and Hemes. The latter prevented his danger A. d. 1587. 
'by appearing at courts ^and difproving the 
charge brought agatnil him ; upon which he 
was honourably difmifTed, upon his promifing 
to 'fuflFcr -nothing to be done in his wardenry, 
prejudicial: to the proteftant religion. The of* 
fence of the lord MaxweH was of a more dan- 
gerous tendency. He had adually promifed to 
the court of Spain to join the invafion with a 
body of men, if the Spaniards fliould land iu 
Scotland; and he was at the head of a defpe- 
rate rabble for that purpofe. He was oppofed 
by his friend loird Herries, who was too weak 
to reduce him, and he was fummoned to appear 
before the council. In the mean time, James 
had taken the field with a confiderable force, 
and had almoft furprized MaxVt^ell in his houfer 
at Dumfries ; for he efcaped, but by an hour, to 
Galloway. James upon this took poffeffion of 
feveral of his houfes, fome of which were for* 
feited. The caftle of Lochmabeu, held by 
one Maxwell, refufing to furrender, James bor- 
rowed fome artillery from the neareft Engliib 
garrifon, and the moment it began to play, the 
place furrendered ; but the governor and five' 
of his men were hanged. James then ordered 
Sir William Stuart to purfue Maxwell, which 
he did with fo touch fuccefs, that he took him 
prifoiier in the Ifle of Sky, and brought him 
to Drumlanrig. Upon the return of James to' 
{;4iQburgh, this feryice gave Stuart fo much 
hi 2 import* 
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A.D.i|«8. importance vx his own eyes, that the carl of 
Botbwell ran him throngh the body for £omt 
dtfr^fpedfiU worda be had ufed toiirardto him 
in the king's prefence. 
of^Sfptr. ^pon the meeting of parliament, James ha* 
Jj^^ft^ufe ^**S^^ '^^ afcmbly upoxi the itieafures he 
spaniaxdi. waS to take with regard to the Spaaiards^ 
whofe armament was now on the eoafl of 
England; bnt hinted, at the fame time, that 
ke inclined to rejeft all propofals that had 
come from Spain, and to affift Elizabeth to the 
ntmofi of his power, notwithftandlng the pro** 
vocationfiS ihe had given him by his mother's 
death. The reafons with which he fup« 
ported this opinion were found and politic, 
and founded upon the danger into which the 
proteftant religion and his own fafety muft be 
thrown, if the Spaniards fhould faceeed. He 
was feconded in an exceUent fpeech by his 
chancellor, who was of opinion that James 
ought, previous to all other confiderations, to 
eft& watch-houfes aU over his fea*€Oails, and 
put his kingdom in a pofiure of defence, in 
cafe the Spaniards fliould land in Scotland. 
Though we know not the particulars, yet it is 
certain that Philip had flattered himfelf that 
James would lay hold of the opportunity, to 
sevenge his mQther's death. In this he was 
encouraged by the chief Roman catholics in 
Scotland; and the earl of Bothwell was to 
ianguine, that he had not only openly efpopfed 

the 
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.tkecaufc of the Spaniards in parliamenfc ; but A.D.i5Sf. 
had, at his own eicpence, raifed men to invade 
£ikgland. He was fiknced by James, who de- 
fired him to take care of his own department 
of bufinefs as admiral of Scotland. Upon the 
whole, the general fenfe of the aflemUy was 
to aft with vigour againft the Spaniards^ and 
to aflift Elizabeth if fiie required it 

Before the fiHIion ended, the laws againft mss.aL 
popery were confirmed, and likewife the an* ^^ 
negation to the crown of the temporalities of 
church benefices. The chiefs of all the clans^ 
Highlanders and Borderers, were ordered to 
find fecurity for their good behaviour. The 
natives of Scotland were recalled from foreign 
fervices ; and many other meafures were 
taken for the public tranquillity. Several 
commiflions were ijETued at the fame time. The itiedMr 
firfl was for raifing a taxation to defray the ugf. 
expence of the king's marriage. The fecond 
related to the coinage. By the third, a uni* 
verial mftafure and weight was efiabliihed 
throughout all the kingdom; and the foiu-th 
regarded the priority of places, and voting in 
parliament. This laft commiffion was occa« 
fioned by many difputes that happened during 
the feffion. The earl of Bothwell contended , . 
for precedency of the carl of Crawford ; and 
the fame turbulent nobleman (Bothwell) had 
challenged 4he earl of Angus. The lords 
Home, Seton, Fleming, and Innermeith, con* 

tended 
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• ' '^ • tended each to be the moft antient baron of 
Moyic^ Scotland. Thofe difputes, which threatened 
-td deftroy the union among his nobles, which 
James had fo lately formed, were referred td 
the privy-council, who adjudged Crawford to 
iave the priority of BothwcU, and Fleming of 
his other rivals. 

Nothing x:ould be more agreeable to Eliza- 
beth than the late refolutions of the king and 
parliament of Scotland. One Afhby was thett 
her embaflador with James; and by him ftte 
oflFcred to give him the title of an Englifh duke, 
to confirm his annual penfion of five thoufand 
pounds, and to be at the expence of a guard 
for his perfon. I do not perceive that James 
accepted either the firft or laft of thofe offers ; 
and Elizabeth perhaps grew'- cool, as her 
danger decreafed. Aftiby making but a poor 
appearance in Scotland, was fucceeded by 
Sir Robert Sidney, a man of rank and abi- 
lities. Upon his arrival at Edinburgh, he 
had his audience in the chancellor's hoiife* 
and how well James was reconciled to the 
murderer of his mother, may appear from the: 
following letter, which he immediately tranf-* 
tnitted to Elizabeth. 
i*k«ia • " Madam, and dear filler, 
Eiuabeth. • cc In times, of ftraits true friends are bed 
tried. Now merits he thanks of you and 
your country, who proves himfelf a friend to 
your country a^nd eftate ; and fo this time muft 

move 
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move me to utter my zeal td the religion, and a, d. is^j. 
how near a kinfman and neighboi;ir I find my- 
felf to you, and your country. 

" For this efFeft then, I have fent yop this 
prefent, hereby to offer unto you my forces, 
my perfon, and all that I may command, to 
be employed againft " all kinds of" ftrangers, 
in whatfoever way, and by whatfoever means, 
as may beft ferve for the defence of your coun- 
try, wherein I promife to behave myfelf not 
as a firanger and foreign prince, but as yqur 
natural fon and compatriot of your country in 
all refpe^s. Now, madam, to conclude, as 
on the one part, I mull heartily thank you for 
your honourable begging, by your embafia- 
dors, in offer for my fatisfaftion, fo, on the 
other part, I pray you to fend prefently down 
commiffioners for the perfefting of the fame ; 
which, I proteft, I defire not for that I would 
have the reward to. precede the deferts, but 
only, that I, with honour, and all my good 
fubjecls, with a fervent good will, may cm- 
brace this your godly and honeft caufe, where- 
by your adverfaries may have to do .not only 
with England, but with the whole iflc of Bri- 
tain. 

" Thus,, praying you to difpltch all your 
matters with all poillble fpeed, and wilhing 
you % fuccefs convenient to thofe that are in- 
vaded by God's profeffed enemies, I commit, 
paadam, and .dear . fifter, your perfop, eftate, 

and 
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A»p.t5tt and country, to the bkfled prote^onof the 
iUmighty. From Edinburgh, the fourt|i of 
Auguft, 1588, 

^ Tour moft loving and affedionate 
^ Brother and coufin, 
•* As time fcall now try, 
« James R.'^ 

I ihall forbear inlerting Elizabeth^s anfwer, 
ift^ which ihe wrote after the defeat of the Spa* 
nilh Armada. It is fufficient to fay, that it is 
fined with fufpicions, and connfels that he 
would difcourage the Spanifh party about hfs 
court and perfon. James took all in good 
part ; and told Sidney, that he expefted no 
otlMr benefit from the Spaniards, if they had 
fbcceeded^ than that which Polyphemus pro-^ 
nufed to Ulyfles, that he ihould be the laft of 
all bis company whom he would devour. It 
was not long before James found caufe toquef*^ 
tion £fizabeth*s fincerity. He had been fo 
mean and ill-advifed, that he had continued 
Douglas as his emb^ador in England; and 
perceiving that Elisabeth, now that her dan« 
ger was over, began to evade the performance 
of the promifes ihe had made by A&by, he 
grew once more acceffible to the application of 
the Spaniards and the popifii party. One co- 
loftel Semple, who had betrayed his truft in 
the Netberiands to the Spaniards, was em*- 
ployed by the duke of Parma as his agent in 
Sf^^tland. James winked at bis arrival ; bo^ 

or* 
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or(iered Sir John Carmichael, the captain of a.d.i5«8. 
his guard, to watch his motions, and intercept 
his difpatches, which Carmichael did ; biit whUe 
he was bringing Semple prifoner before the 
lords of the council, he was refcued by the 
carl of Huntley, who fuflTered him to efcape, 
James affefted to be highly enraged at Hunt* 
ley's conduft; but as he had been but a few 
days before married to his kinfwoman, the 
duke of Lenox's fifter, he was foon reqoq- 
ciledr 

The defeat of the Spanifh Armada rather ^^^ 
encreafed than damped the defire which Philip »«« cith^ 
had to gain James. One Bruce, who had been 
an agent for Mary about the prince of Parma, 
was fent over with letters to Huntley, and the 
other popiih nobitiry, who informed James 
that he might marry, if he pleafed, Philip'3 
only daughter, the. famous infanta IfabeIIa« 
Bruce was followed by one Chifholm, who 
delivered ten thoufand crowns to Bruce, to be 
divided among the party, according to the ad* 
vice of Fintry. Afhby, who again afted a9 
Elizabeth's embafTador in Scotland, taxed 
Huntley with this confpiracy to introduce the 
Roman catholic religion ; and upon his d^ny-? 
ing it, his own letters, and thofe of Errol, 
Crawford, and Maxwell, to the prince of Par* 
ma, and the king of Spain, which had been 
intercepted in England, were produced as evir 
dences of their guilt ; juid that they were 

Y^u VJIl, M m ready 
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A. p. i^?8. r^adx tp. have j^oipcd thg Sp;giniar4s,if n<i npiQip^{, 
t^an fix thoufand of tbe;^^ ij^^o^d 1^4 ^ 
ScoUand. 
johnfton, Th^ ^ari of Hv^tlcy. ag,^^ lo^d ^l2^V,(ii H3j9nil- 
^*'^^' tpn^ agcording tp ^, contemppn^ry ^iftpria|^|» 
w;ho, ^vcj^ H»V^tley, tjhf ^^raft^r 9^ ^eii^ a 
quie,!;, pwc^a^blc ^pb^ejpai^ ^, appea^if^d^ hpfpxe 
the, cQjiipjifi^, a,n^ ^^iptaiaad, t^.t tjh?. Icjtte^ 

dejdiQd theji^r ey^r haying received a farthing of 
the Spaniih money. If we are to believe SpptT* 
\voQ(Jl^ and, other hiftpriaqsi this defence v^as 
i^.er^ijr ^.quivocal^ be<;:aMf? the P9pi(U pajfty r?.- 
fufedj to give Hunti.ejT ^nyfliajTe, oi the. rep,i(;- 
tanc(s,^ <^n' ^cgpiin^. of, hi3 hja.vi;jg, . a^ tjp,9 pje^- 
fyajfpn pf Ja^e,?, ^^^7- if^fo^ciled J^^fetf l|0^ 
the natiop.al chyrch ; and the lil^Q n^^^ti^y^ was 
ppt YJ?PP ^.anpjltoQ^ becaujCc hct 9y.er-i|at9d hia 
ferviceSp ]^e thijs as it wiU* the. ^i;ft ]pkn of^ 
t^e cpnf^^racy was undPY^tedJy defea,t;qd. 'pjio 
t^o ^ajiye, jefuits, H^y ^rx<^ qriclfjtqn^ thr^W. 
the bj^anfi^of attvpop (;h? cjhaiijc^^ and tjh?: 
ti;cafp.r?ir, ^ffd, teprefoatcd James a^ eflfir^Iy fa- 
vourable tp, the Roman catholic religipij^ ajxd 
th9i cpu^jt oi Spfilp. 44 a propf of t;l^is, t^^^, 
inQ^nced th|; l^'ipc^ ^ntc^taix^nju^nt an|4 djl/joii^ 
fipn vhid^Jameisi, t,p the gi:c;at diij^ke of Eli* 
zaheth, h2^4igi?f^n tp, ii\^ i^ven l}Uf)jdre(Jt l^a^, 
niardf, 'Vj^Ijo, ijfiop th?, .de%at of the, Arp^fL^ 

* Hantlxus honio minirae ambh^ofus, miAix^e tyrbidusy fed 
ail- quiet em pix>clivif. Johadoa. . 

bad 
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iiad fceen tTrVcfceci updh his coafts; Vpo% the A-D/iirt. 
whole, il Was judged eipediehl for the lord^ 
to give. Philip a proof of their zeil, by remov- 
ibg, at their own peril, and with their own 
force, the chahcellbr aild treasurer ^bih the 
court ty aflkffinatJofa or btherwiife. 

As the preceding part of this hil^ory affords 
riiany ihlfanceb of coiiipiracies againft Favbiirites 
and miriifters, therb is ino reaifon to diitruft the 
truth or this cdmBinition ; but t/caii fcarcely 
believe, if the letters prbduceti againft fauiit- 
ley were not Torgefies, that either hi or Ha- 
miitdh intended aijy nibre than to' get inoiie^J^ 
frdin the king of Sj)aiii. Some b? tHe bther 
fcbnlpiratdrs were lels deferifible in their cori- 
ctiift. Efrol ^as biit a hew convert to popery, 
aiid was therefore fafli and vibleiit to figiiatize 
iiis zeal. 60 th well, thbiigh ie prbretfed the 
pfotefbiht religion, was pro'fuie and defpis!- 
tate ; and having been protnifed two rich ab- 
beys, he took that opportunity oi gratifying 
his innate hatred 61^ the Englifii, bv joirfing m 
the cdnffjiracy. A convehtioii of ttie fiafes 
was then fitting at Edinburgh ; and fo indtlP- 
trious had the pb^ifh party befcii lii tfielr prac- 
tices, that fome terrible cataftroph6 mult have 
happened, had it not been for the unwearied 
aiffiduity of James, In punifhing or re'concilin]^ 
the parties at variance. The earls or B^bntfofe - 
j^nd Crawford, and Johnftoti fays the earl of 
Morton, (but that I thihfc muff be a* miftake, 
M m a unleis 
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A.D.15SI. unlefs he means the lord Maxwell^ who was 
flill in prifoni but retained that title) joined the 
confpirators ; the two firft for private motives. 
Their fchcme was to affemble their forces be- 
tween Leith and Edinburgh, and to march di- 
reftly to the palace^ to perpetrate their pur- 
j)ofe. From the proceedings of the conven- 
tion, which continued flill to fit, and the pub- 
. lie fpeeches of James, it is plain that he more 
than fufpe&ed this <:onrpiracy. He declared, 
that in cafe any manner of convocation was 
made hereafter, by earls, lords, barons, or 
any others, " that he ihould efteem it as a con- 
tempt done to his majefty's own pe^-fon, and 
would .himfelf ride in proper perfon for taking 
order with the convocators, and punifliment of 
them with all rigour." Private orders about the 
fame time were given to the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh, to be watchful againft any com- 
motion ; and James, by remaining in that town, 
and lodging in the fame houfe with the chan- 
cellor, prevented the confpiracy from taking 
effefi; for the confpirators perceiving, their de- 
fign to take air, returned to their feveral 
eftates, all excepting Huntley, 

James had fo great a regard for that noble- 
man, that he made him colonel of his guard, 
during the difpute between two of his fa- 
vourites for that poft; and he prefumed fo 
much on the king's favour, that he came froni 
Dumfermling to Edinburgh, where he entered 

the 



defeated % 



0,F SCOTLAND, tig 

the king's apartment on the very night when a.d.i58s. 
the qpnTpiracy wa§ to have been executed, at- phioi^*, 
tended by a band of ftout yefolute men, who SJ^thc"**' 
were refolved to have difpatchcd tHe chancel- ^^ 
lor, whom they found in the. king's company, 
hid not Huntley given theiii orders' to the 
contrary. The king;, poffibly;* Ipfpeifling . the 
taeaxjifig of the vifit, drew Huhtiey into a clo- 
fet J and the chattcellcir being left l!ui¥ounded 
by the confpirators, gave himfelf up for lo& 
He was fuffered, howeyeri guarded by three 
of his friends, to pafs unmolefted to his" pwnt 
apartment. Next day, when James was ap- 
prized of his chancellor's danger, he (ionfined 
Huntley to the caftle of Edinburgh. The coh- 
fpiracy being now fully difcoveredj the earls 
of Athol and Bothwell were denounced re- 
bels; but Montrofe.and Crawford were par- 
doned, upon their promifing not to engage in 
fUch pxaftices for the future. A ft w-days af- 
ter, Huntley was fet at liberty J aind upon the 
Wholfc completion of the proceeding, I think 
that James aded a wife and moderate part; 
kad not the turbulence of the conQ>irator^ 
carried them greater lengths. 

The firft' ufe that Huntley and Crawford «s«9« 
made of their pardon was to furpri^e the per- 
fon jQi the treafurer, Glamis, who was com-^ 
mitted prifoner to Huntley's uncle, but treated 
with great refpeft, and' in a fhort time fent 
home with an honourable efcort The eon- 

fpi- 
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A.DwB5i> Ipiraqr* iiowfcvcr, gathered greater ttrengA 
thaii ever; and it was Iboh kno^C^n that Hunt- 
. , ley, Crawford, and Errol, nadattemUeq their 
forces at Aberdeen, tirhere they ifliied a procla- 
)Aati6n, mthe king^s name, declaring,^ that he 
was held captive (by the chlncellor), and forced 
agaiiiil his inipd, to ufe his nobles niore rigOr 
roufiy tha^ hq .defired ;. recjuiring all the lieges 
to concur aad^iH^ then^ for fetting hiaperfoa 

?t liberty^ '--.•, -:.[-: .. :.;. 

i^o ^Q09^r was ^Elizabeth informed hop niildr 
iy James had proceeded witTi the confpiratprs, 
ihaB file upbraided h^m ^» <lu appftate from the 
caufe eS liberty and religion. The clergy, at 
the fam& time, took the alarm ; and t)xie Mr* 
Robert Bruce^ their ringleader, told ; jatnes to 
his face, while he was exprefling hhnfelf in fa& 
voiirof Huntley, that as to Errol and Angu^ 
who li&ewife had engaged in the cenfyiricy^ 
paace might be granted to them^ but note to 
Huntley ^ therefore hip majefty might dither 
^uie Huntley's friendship or bi$. Protlami^ 
^ioas P^v^ thefl iifited, ri^orOufly cfmimamdii^ 
the jefuits and pri^fisy Hay^ Crichtob^ aftd 
Bmcey with Graham of Fitotry^ t6 teavtf the 
kingdom under pain of dea^ ; and e^tht^rs ikfere 
iSkcd iqr 2i\\ the king's liege f^jed&r 6a thft 
£>uth 0£ Aberdeen to aU^nd* 
wthStM- The confpirscy of the popish lords pre^ved 
like that of the kite" Rebellion' ia the aortlr of 
England, a crude indigefled fcheme. James 

knew 
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pjr?kqii4 fi:qn\ ^uatlQf j .for wJ^iftlft ^qfpn, ^f> 1^^ 

tiji^ pjtherhaiid, b^^iGte^ tp thg f^:.of Botfci* 
wdlfox a &TOf}^ ddyecfipA iftlhwi^fo^tli; bwfe^ 
tbai^ opbleman^^ ui/ab}^ 0^ y^^ijjliikg t<% fulfil Ilifl 
eijigajfej^fj^jts^ h^dr ^if^^iffed ]»i%ipTC^s^ wd had 
o|[er^d to. fuJbixiit to tby^ king'$ Qtfvcy. As^ tha 
cljpjaceUor yajs not yery pop^ilai? in Sjcp^avd^. 
t^ kj^gff pro^am^tion for (keii|^j^% to a£r 
t^ h^ w^^s^but %iwlx, preyed:; for V5ien lie 
XD^ycilij^d nppihf^ b^ ^WX cli4 ©qt an^owut to. 
t)^o. tb9^(ajQ4. ni^ft wbik t;hAt o( tke rebds 
aQ[^i|j(\te^ to t^re(p^ tbo^iul> J^n),es bieiiig ad- 
v?flice4 to Cp^i^. ^bich is vU^i» t^iat mika of 
Aj^erdfie^ harangiji^^ bis npbl^ ^nd oScesa 
\v^t)^ fucba^ air of autbopityaQ^ ]?^^utioii» 
tlia^tj t^ey fwor? tp. iland by bi^i tP; %h» laft. 
Eyea tba|t cri;GjS^ pf danger did i^pt ppey^t aiutr 
mjOfijtifi& Wiong bis ^reaJ^ fubjeglsK tprd Han 
milton^ in right of his royal blppx^g^ i^l^inip^ the 
Ic^f}^ of tbf .Yan-gij,ai;d, b^li ^as.ppppfed by 
th^, e^ p£ Angus, who bad^ re^urne^ t<?i bisi 
dTjLtjTft ^^caule that Ifoi^ui: h^d be^n a^ijignisd tp 
biji^^ncefiors, James ga^ye tbq pr^feijeQce foi^ 
tbajbtiff^e to, H^miltppy^ bu4^1ef| t^e pr6ten&)0S 
©l^^n^i^ip, tlfpir.i^l^ fpixq. 

.Tl^ja ^^bds b^^ripg. t^hs^t tjhp royal avmy was .„atiier 
adya;ici;;gy callc4 a coijinqil: pf \yar ; aind: accord-. <»»*«*• 
;nt|^ t^.tbeb^oriapsjoi t^^ bpufe of QjordoOy 

it 
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A»D»f5S^ it was owing to the moderation aud loyalty of 
Hunttey, that an engagement, in which James 
muft have been defeated, did not follow ; for 
he reprefented to the other lords, *< That he 
doubted nothing of the event, if they (hould^ 
come to engage in battle ; the viAory, accord- 
ing to human probability, would be theirs; 
but he would not have the vidory gained with 
the manifeft danger of the king's perfon, being ' 
in the midft of his enemies : and when both ' 
parties fhould engage in battle, who could, in 
fuch a confufion, be fecure of the king's perfon 
and fafety ? and no doubt his majefty would 
eafiiy reflect, that it was only the reverence to * 
his perfon, that made them let pafs fo fair an ' 
occafion to reprefs the fury of their enemies, fo ' 
far inferior in number to thpm. Therefore it - 
was fit to difband their army, and let the kibg 
enter peaceably into the country, and wait for 
better times ; all human affairs being fubjeA to 
change, and nothing yet done which might not 
be eafiiy pardoned." 

The earl of Errol oppofed this moderation ; 
and the rebel army, in general, being how un- 
deceived in their opinion that James was a 
prifoner, and wanted to riegain his liberty, be- 
gan to difperfe of themfelves ; fo that in the 
morning, when the royal army had begun its 
march from Cowie, an account came that there 
was no enemy iri the field. James, however, ' 
proc^ded to Aberdeen ou the twentieth of - 

Aprfli 



OFSCOTLAI^D. '^n 

April, and numbers of the'rebel armjrcame to ^'^-'s^f. 
pay him their obedience ; but Huntley retired 
to his eftate at Strathbogie. James advanced (as 
he pretended) to demolifh his caftles and houfe3 ; 
but Huntley furrendercd himfelf, and was fent 
prifoncr to Edinburgh, where he was kept' un- 
der an eafy confinement. Upon the return of 
James to Aberdeen, many of the great barons 
of the north gave bonds for their good beha- 
viour; and thus the public tranquillity was 
once more reftored, . 

. The punifliment of the delinquents came ^^'^j^'J"** 
next under coafideration ; for James could not •j^p«'io«** 
in decency pardon them without the form of a ' 
trial. Means, however, were found to treat 
them gently. The treafurer interceded for 
Huntley and Crkwford; the chancellor, and 
fome of the clergy, for Bothwell ; but none for 
Errol. James admitted Huntley, though flill ^ 
prifoner, to a private conference ; ajid he with 
(Crawford and Bothwell were tried by a fpei- 
dal commiffion. Huntley pleaded guilty, and 
was committed prifoner to the caftle of Edin- 
burgh ; Bothwell to Tantallon ; and Crawford 
to Blacknefs. Thofe forms were obferved in ^ 
order to pacify Elizabeth and the clergy ; but 
James declared he was refolvcd th^t his king- 
dom fiiould be in perfpA peace at the time of 
his approaching nuptials, and undertook a 
frefli progrefs northwards. The fiery minifters 
of Edinburgh, in the mean while, prevaile4 
Vofc.Vm, ^n with 
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A»P'»s«9. with the general affefnbly of the clergy to pafs 
a fentence of deprivation upon the archbifliop 
of St. Afidrew's, for marrying the earl of 
Hontley, in direft oppofition to the royal, and 
indeed every other, authority but their own. 
Though fo open a contempt of the laws and 
tonftitution dcferved the fevercft ahimadvcf- 
fion, yet James was contented to puniih it only 
by granting Errol a pardon, and liberty to the 
condemned lords, whom he had admitted pri- 
vately into his prefence, to give them his 
reafOns why he could not publicly take them 
into his favour. 
pfiaicei of Elizabeth was at this time in the zenith of 
•gdnft her glory. At home, the innocent earl of 
junct. Arundel, for no reafon but becaufe he was 
the head of the houfe of Howard, and had at- 
tempted to fly from her tyranny, was her pri- 
soner, and under fentence of death. The 
popifh lords dreaded her fo much^ that they 
were the furcft minifters of her Vengeance ; 
and even the puritans were awed into compli- 
ance and conformity with her will. Abroad, 
her fleets and armies were ViftorioUs over the 
Spaniards in every quarter of the globe. Hear 
enenay, the duke of Guife, had been aflaffi- 
liated, as was his mafter, the worthlefs Henry 
the third ; and ihe was then fupporting, with 
vigour and fqccefs;, Henry the fourth agaihft 
the leaguers. She knew no difquiet but what 
came from Scotland, which the could not en- 

. dure 
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dure to fee united under its king^. or. to be in A.D,ij«g» 
that fiate of tranquillity which it enjoyed at 
this period. The match between James and 
the princefs of Denmark gave her fo much un- 
cafinefs, that ihe omitted nothing that could 
break it ofi: She had employed the king o^ 
Navarre as her inftrument for that purpofe; 
and Du Bartas, the capital author of that fiif* 
tian pQetiy which was then fo much in vogue^ 
was lent as his embaflador to James, to pro* 
pofe a match between him and the princefs of 
Navarre. Elizabeth found means to reprefent 
al the cpurt of Denmark this * negotiation as 
having taken rife from James himfelf ; which 
exa^erated his Dianifli majefty fo much» that 
he gave a promife of the daughter who had 
b^ea d^fiined for the throne of Scotland^ to the 
duke of Brunfwick, a little before his death. 
He had ftill another daughter; and James, 
who Was fond of an alliance with Denmark, 
court«d her by his ^mbafladors. Elizabeth 
would gladly have traverfed that match Hkc- 
wife ; but the Lorrji^n intereft in Denmark was 
then fo ftrong, that the young king gave his 
cpnfent to the match, and a hundred thoufand 
pounds (Scottifti money I fuppofe) was voted 
for the espence of the wedding. 

• AH the preliminaries being fettled, James He em- 
made choice of the earl Marihal, one of the vvmuki 
richeft and moft fplendid noblemen then in 
Scotland, to bring over his bride. The earl 

Nn a was 
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^••0.1589- was attended by the lord Dingwal, the confta* 
ble of Dundee, and a civilian, while James 
applied himfelf to do every thing that could 
preferve the tranquillity of his country, and to 
make preparations for the reception of his 
queen. The earl difcharged his embafly with 
great date and magnificence; but about the 
'middle of September, lord Dingwal landed 
Moyf«« fj.Qj^ Denmark with tidings, that the young 
queen having embarked for Scotland, a fiorm 
arofe, which feparated his (hip from the reft of 
the fquadron, and that he left it in great dif- 
trefs, inaking f6r the coaft of Norway. This 
account gave James fo much concern, that a 
public faft was held for her prefervation and 
deliverance. In October, another fhip came 
from Denmark with an account of the young 
queen's fafety, and the imminent danger fhe 
hadefcaped; but that {he could not proceed 
on heir voyage, both on account of the da- 
mage the fquadron had received, and the punc-^ 
tilious ceremonies of the Danifh court, which 
did. act admit of her failing without the foil 
^^^•« complement of her convoy. James, sifter fome 
|«ri, f. fecret confultatidn with his chancellor, very 
gallantly refolved to break through this for- 
mality, by fending his admiral, the carl of 
Bothwell, to Norway, with a fquadron, to de- 
mand^ the princefs as his betrothe'd" wife, ihe 
having been married by proxy.' Bothwell 
brought in^ an eftimate of the expence of 

fitting 
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fitting out^ five .ihips;^ 2tnd a/cquBcil being a<o. isSj. 
called, Jt was. foufid to .be greater than tjie 
royal finances pould defray. The. chancellor 
upon this, as had been before concerted be-* 
tween him and James, offered^ by the affiftance* 
of hia frienda, to fit pv(f five or: fix (hips, iQ> 
which he propofed to embark- in ; perfon tp?^ 
bring home the queen. The motion was agreecir ^"M 
t;o, and the fhips were got ready ; but the fur-- 
Biture^ provifions> and attendants, appointed 
for the voyage were fo coftly and pompous, 
that the counfellors begai^ to fufpe£t the king 
would makje thd voyage in perTon. This was 
the original intention of James; nor- did he 
intruft any with the fecret, excepting the 
chancellor, the juftice-clerk, and Sir William 
Keith ^. 



The duke of Lenox and the earl of Both- !•»«£?• 

fail for Dea« 

well taxed Jani^s with his intention of clan- 
deftinely leaving the kingdom ; but he turned 
th^ jmatter into a joke. The earls of Morton 
and Angus, and Glamis the treafurer, aflb- 
dated themfelves, to prevent James, even by- 
force, if needful^ from^underuking the vpy* 
age } but he eluded all their precaution ; for 

. • The intelligence from which thefe particulars are takcm, it 
eontalacd in a letter from onfr Mr. Thomas Fowler (which I 
believe is a fe^^ned name) to lord Burleigh. From this I. infer, 
' that this Fowler, whoever he was, was one of his lordfhip's fpies 
'%boiit tilt perfon of James, and that the fecret was betrayed to 
him by one of the three perfons above-mentioned, as the event 
proved the truth of his IntelUgeace, though written before the 
departure of Jam^s. 

on 
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A.te.fji^ on ii^ macteeatli of OAober be embarl^ddr 
bot he ygtzB coBili^ained by a violent ftorm to 
rettiFB to Leitih road. He fet. fail again 911 
the twenty-third, and on the twenty-foufth 
p990 papers, u^der his own h%nd, were pro^ 
dnced. The firft was in the natwe of a decla* 
ititioa; and the other contained difeAions to 
the conncU in his abfence* Both thofe papers 
were certainly drawn up b)r James himfelf, 
without any affifiance ; andihough the language 
in fome places is too familiar, ox rather too^^ 
vulgar, yet they do ^at honour to his nato* 
ral good fcnfe, which was f|)oiled only by -his* 
learning, and the high idea he had of his poyal 
dignity. The reader will find b6th in the notes % 

• " In refpcft I know that the motion of my voyage will ht 
^ at this tjnvc diyc^rfly fcanned, and mifintcrprcting may be made 
as' well to my dlihohour as the blame of innocents, I have 
tjiought fit to leave this declyation, for refolving all good fub- 
jcfts, firft of the c^ufcs that moved me to undertake this Voy- 
age, then in the ftihioh in wh^cb; I Feiolved to make the fame, 
As^to the ca^fes, I have l^een genc^ly l^lam^ by all men for 
deferring my msuiiage fo long, being alone, without father, mo- 
ther, brother, or fifter $ and yet a king not only of this re^im; 
hut hfir apparefit oP another. This my nakednefs made me 
weak, and mine enemies ftvong : for one man is no man, as they 
' fpeak, and whece there is no hope of fucceiHon it breeds con* 
t9(npt s|nd difilajn: yea/ the -delay I have ufed hath bego| in 
many a fufpicion ©rimpotcncy in me, as if I were a barreii 
ftpck. Thefe and other reafpns moved me to haften my mar- 
riage, from which I could yet have longer aWtined, if the weal 
of my country could have permitted. I am not knowa to be 
rafii in my weightieft affairs, neither am I ib cacried with paf^ 
iion as not to give place to reafon ; but the treaty being ftr* 
fefted, and the queen on her journey, when I was tdvertiled of 
her ftay by contrarj^ winds, and that it was not like (he ihould 
perfeft her voyage this year, I refolved to make it on my part 
poiEble, which ^as impoilible on hers. 

« Tht 
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and may think it extraerditiary^ that tftitk^ A.p.isfi« 
£o devoted as Jam<:s to the diverfions of the 

** The i^ate wh^re I firft to6k this refblution was in Cmg^* 
miliar, none of my coustcil being )^refent ; aad as I took it b/ 
mv felf, Co I bethought me of a way to follow the fame. And Mk 
I advifed to emiploy the %arl of BothW^ell in the voyage, in regard 
he is admiral $ Ijvt his preparations took fo long a ttme» that I 
was fdrced to call the emincH, and fend for the chancellor and 
fOflice-cieriCy who were thto in Lowder. When as they met» 
they found fo many difficulties in fe<idnig fotth a ^nimber of 
ihipsfor theqneen*s convoy^ <for fi> I gave it out) and. who 
ftouM be the embalfadors, that I was compelled to avouch, if 
Hone tfiould be foand to g*o, I ihould go myfelf alone in a ihip) 
addinjgy that If men had been as wiHhig as became them, I 
would act have needed to have been in theie ftraits. This th#. 
chanteUor taking to ^uch him, (f(6r he khew he had been (hiD- 
derf4 ^1 that time for impe<}in^ my marriage) partly ofut of 
itHL to my fervice, and partly fearing that I (hould make good 
my word if no better way c6uld be found, made olfer to go 
himfelf in that fervice. This I embraced, keeping my intention 
from air men, becanfe I thought it enough for me to put my 
foot in a fhip when a)( things wex'e ready, and from the chan«- 
cellor himfcIf (from whom I never kept any of my weightieft 
Vufinefles} for two reafons. Firil, becanfe if I had made him df 
tny counfel in that purpofe, he had been blamed for putting the 
ilame in my head (which had not been his duty) ; for it becomes 
Ho fubjedt to give his prince advice in fuclvVnatters : withal con- 
fidering what hatred and envy he !^ftained unjoftly for leading 
m^ by the nbfe, as it were, to all his appetites, as though I wei^ 
An unreafonable ci-eatui'e, or a child that could do nothing of 
inyfelf, I thought pity to heap more unjuft (landers on his head. 
The other reafon Hvas, that I perceived it was for ftaying my 

i'oumey that he made offer to go ; fo was I afTured, if he bad 
cnbwn ray purpofe, he would either have flayed himfelf at 
lome, or, thinkin^t it too heavy a burthen for him to undertake 
toy convoy, he would liave lingered fo long, as there fhould not 
fcave been a poflibility for making the voyage. This I thought 
meet to declare, (and upon my honour it is the truth) lefl t 
lh6uld be eHreemed an imprudent afs, that can do nothing of my- 
fclf, and to fave the innoccncy of that man from unjuft re- 
proaches. For my part, befides that which I have iaid, the 
(hortnefs of the way, the furety of the paflage, being clear of 
all fands, forelands, and fuch other perils^ fafe harbours in thefc 

part^ 
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A.D.15S9. field, and fo indolent and diffipated in other 
refpedts, could be author of two fuch compo- 

parts, and no foreign fleets reforting in thefc fcas ; it is my plea- 
lure that no man grudge at this my proceeding, but that all con- 
form themfelves to the diredtions I have given to be fqllowed un-^ 
til my return^ which (hall be within twenty days, wind and 
weather ferving $ and if any (hall contravene thefe, I will take it 
as a fufHcient proof that he bears me no good will in his heart } 
as to the contrary, I will refpeft all that reverence my com^ 
mandments in the beft fort I may. FareWeU/* 

The other paper is as follows : . 

" Seeing it bath pleafed Almighty God to bring us to man*a 
age, and that nothing hath been more earnefBy widied by all 
' our good fubjed^s than to fee us honourably matched, fo that 

the crown might defcend to our own fucceflion after fo many 
progenitors : We, to iatiafy their de(ircs, having refiiilved upon 
a peribnage that for blood and other commodities of alliance 
could not be thought but moft worthy, did enter into contra^ 
with Frederic king of Denmark lately deceafed, and by advice 
of our council dire£led our embai&dor to folemnize the marriage, 
and conduct her unto this realm. But having intelligencjc, that 
by contrarious winds, (be and her company was driven to Nor- 
way, and that it being remitted to her choice whether (he would 
return unto Denmark or make ftay there until the opening of 
^ the fpring, Ihe had embraced the lail condition, as the beft and 
moft liking to her defire ; albeit hitherto we have not behaved 
«urfelf diiTolutely, but patiently attended the good occadon 
that God (hould offer ; yet now taking to heart her puns and 
danger, with the dKHculties that have occurred in her tranfport 
. we could find no contcntm^t till that we entcrprized to make a 
voyage towards her, and bring her home, which we are in good 
hope to do within the fpace of twenty days, wind and weather 
ferving* 

<* Yet fearing the time of my ftay may be longer at God's good 
plcafure, we have of our own motion, and not counfcllcd by 
. any, left a declaration with the clerk of rcgifter, and willed no 
saan to grudge at our abfence, feeing in former t^mes the kingdom 
hath wanted a governor longer than with truft in God it (hall 
want us ; as, namely, from the death of our grandmother the 
queen regent, unto the arrival of our deareft mother from 
France, the fpace of fourteen months $ during which time, for 
the reverence and'love carried to her, albeit a woman and minor 
in yeai*8, no violei^ce was committed by any perfon, and greater 
peace and quietnefs obfcrved thap was bpforc or fmce that time 

knowi\ 
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fitiOBS. Togetliei^ ^ith thofe lefliers, ie kft ^i>.til9* 
feveral Mank coimhiffiohs to be fiU6d up at the 
difcrction of his regency. No footier was tlfe 
rf^pkrture of Jraies kno>l«rn, than the ptiblie df 
Scotland was^ in ah nproar • bxit it foon fnfbfided 

known to bare hten kept. And notwithfhmdrag our cxpe6bi- 
tion is nothing leis of the good behaviour of our fub)e^9 in this 
our abfence, We have faken order, for the better government Of 
.^ public atfi^dnsy that our privy-ooundl fliould refide at' £din- 
-burgh, and ordained the duke of Lenox our nephew to be pre- 
fident thereof, and to be aflirfed by our coufin Francis eafl of 
Bothwelly whom We app6intl t<y sfttehd him with the other officers 
of ftate, namely, the treafurer, comptroller, mafter of requefts, 
pnvy feal, the captain of the caftie of Edinbiu-gh, advocate and 
derk of regiffer, who (hail ever be prefent, Bve of thcni at leaft, 
with our laid nephew. 

^* We have likewife given order that fome noblemen in their 
Sondes (hall attend at EdiiAnrgh" the fpace of fifteen days j the 
carls of Angus aftid Errol, with th6 h>rds Fleming and Inner- 
meath, to begin j and the next courfe to be kept by the earls of 
Mar and Morton, with the lofds ScatOn aiid Yefter. The barons 
of Lothian, Fife» Striveling-fhircf and Strathenii w^ appoint to 
attend as they (hall be warned and directed by the council. For 
the fouth parts we have made the lord Hamilton our lieutenant, 
that is, within the three wardenries and (heriffdom pf Lanenc, 
and to be afHfted, when need is, by the lords Boyd, Herries, 
Maxwell, Home, Cesford, and Other chief barons within the 
marches j his refidence to b«e at Diimfries or Jedburgh, and his 
charges to be fomidied out of tbereadieU of the taxation by Mr. 
John Colvill, collector thereof. And that peace and c{uietne& 
jnay be the better ob(erved, we di(charge all conventions for any 
ca\de whatfoever unto our return. Finally, we require the mi- 
laifters and preachers 0/ the word to exhort the people to peaca 
and d>edience, and commend* us and our journey in their pray* 
ers to the prote^lion of Almighty God. As this is our defire, 
lb we expe£t that all our good fubje&s will follow the fame, efpe- 
dally they who have tried our fevbur^f late, and that they will 
perfift in the loyalty promifed by them : certifying thofe that do 
in the confaary that they (hall incur our high difpleafure, and be 
j>imi(hed with all'rigottr j as, on the other part, we (hall remcm* 
ber the peaceable- and obedient diankfuUy, when occafion pre* 
fents/' • -^ 

f Vol. Vin. O o through 
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.^0.1589. through the prudent meafures he had taken* 
He wrote a letter to the warden of the Englsfii 
marches, acquainting him, that he had com- 
mitted the care of the Scotch borders to the 
lord Hamilton, who was a friend to the tran- 
quillity of both nations ; and that he had ad- 
moniihed the lord Maxwell, and the other tur- 
bulent borderers, to keep the peace, 
m^riei^his 'T^^ council met as foon as it was known that 
queen. ^^^ ^ing was at fca, and broke open the packet 
he had left, containing the papers we have 
given in the notes, together with another let- 
ter, declaring the duke of Lenox to be prefident. 
Sir Robert Melvil to be vice-chancellor, Alex- 
ander Hay fecretary for the Scotch language, 
and Mr. James Elphinfton for the Latin and 
French. His voyage was more favourable than 
he could reafonably have expefted in fo ad- 
vanced a feafon ; for he landed on the fifth day 
after his embarking, at a place called Flackroy, 
on the coaft of Norway, near Upfal, or (as Moy- 
fcs calls it) Upflo, and where James arrived on 
the nineteenth of November. Moyfes, who 
probably attended James, defcribes the circum- 
ilances of their meeting, in which James ufcd 
a freedom, which the queen thought was too 
indelicate ; but flie foon became reconciled 
to it after a little converfation. The retinue oi 
James confifted of the chancellor. Sir Lewis 
Ballenden juftice clerk, Douglas provoft of 
Liaclowden, the gentlemen of his bed- cham- 
ber^ 
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ber, the ordinary officers of his houfliold, and A.D.158^. 
a clergyman, Mr. David Lindfay, who per- 
formfed the nuptial ceremony in French. James 
then thought of returning immediately home ; 
but this was oppofed by the Danifli noblemen 
ajbout his queen's perfon; and he was peifuaded 
to make a vifit to the queen-dowager of Den- 
mark, and her fon the young king. In the 
mean while he fent back colonel Stuart, the lord - 
Dingwall, and all the ufelcfs part of his retinue, ' 
with his Ihips to Leith, where they landed on 
the fifteenth of December ; and they made fo 
favourable a report of the young queen and 
the gallantry of his majefty, as well as the mag« 
nificenceof the Danifli court, that it gave univer- 
fal fatisfadlion. The earl Marflial, who was ftill 
Denmark, laid before James, at the fame time, 
the particulars of his negotiation, and informed 
him, that the regency of Denmark had agreed 
to defer all the Danifh claims upon the iflands 
of Orkney and Scotland, till their king fliould 
be of full age, when they were to be amicably 
adjufted. 
As it was neceffary for James and his queen «« ^^^^ 

atCopenha« 

to pafs through part of the Swedifli territories, gcn. 
in his way to Copenhagen, that monarch fent 
him a fafe-condud, with an efcort of four hun- 
dred horfe. The reception 0/ James and his 
queen at the Danifli court was polite and fplen- 
did. His expences, and thofe of his retinue, 
were defrayed by the regency from the time 
5j of 
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A. p. 1589; of his -entering P^nmark. 4^ the jpa^rriige of 
his queen's elder filler with the duke o£ Bnmf- 
yrick 'Wa3 not to jbake pUqs till i^il, -the .delay 
ferved James for q, pretjs^ to defer his return 
tiU that.^ime ; ^nd ^e ;fent one of the ^ntleiQen 
pf his iretinueto ^pUanc^y to order the coi^uqil 
to fend back the ih\p$ for him a^f^dingly, and 
to inform them that his ;quQen was with child. 
On the feyentjeenth of jDecember^ l^oy^es tfce 
Pnglifli .embaflkdor arrived from Elizabeth at 
• Edinburgh without the ufual paflports ; ^ for 
which the covncil prdere.d him to confine 
himfelf tohis houfefoi* a.dxy. ^e endea^voured 
to excufe this extraordinary ftrain of infolence, 
when admitted to an audience, by pretending 
the urgency of his .commi/Jon ; and prefented 
^ Jetter from hi§ jmiftrefs^ coniplaining of the 
praiflices of the papi^s ^^Qd the e^ifiaries of 
Spain againft the proteftaat religion, ^nd the 

Sf^Bowci? peace of the ty^o kijDgdpms. Nothing could 
be worfe founded than thofe complaints; for 
theipation wa5 neyer known to enjoy greater 
tranquillity than it did during the abfence of 
James. The lord Hamilton had eXtfUnined the 
^ ftate of the borders ; and upoiihis retjarn to Edin- 
bii^rgh, the council ^i^ad F.ritjteo a letter to JEng- 
l^nd on thathead^ pointing put .the m.qthQd for 
p?:event^ijg any diforders t^ere.j and J^mps Md 
been particularly attentive to that q,^arter. The <^ 
council taking Sqv^iqsIs conamiffion inito confi- 
deration, r^y^ned 9 r^pe^ful iinfwer tp iElizat 

heth^ 
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beth,-'who offered to affift them, ifneceffary, A. p. 1589. 
with hex troops. Towards the end of January, 
^599, Elizabeth's apprehenfions received fome 1590. 
countenance, by the landing of fome Spaniards, fj^'^l^ 
with one Colvil, a Scotchman ; and James, who ^^ 
kept up a very clofe cprrefpondence with his ^ 

regency, ordered them to be clpfely confined, 
and Colvil to be put to the torture, threatening 
to turn out of his eouncil, a$ papifts and prac** 
ticers, all who fhould connive at their efcape. 

I ihallomit all the minute particulars of the /""rtT" 
royal pair's arrival in Scotland. They were at- swiaiA 
tended by a fquadron of Danifli ihips, on board 
of which were the Daniih admiral and feveral 
officers of rank, with about thirty gentlemen^ 
who wore gold chains by way of diftinfi:ion ; 
the whole number amounting to above two . 
hundred and twenty perfons. I find from the 
public records, James was extremely anxious 
that their entertainment fliould be magnificent 
as well, as hofpitable j but never was a court 
worfe provided for thatpurpofe; and it was 
with the greateft difficulty, for want erf money, ^ 
that James could fave appearances, or get cre- 
dit for his own table and that of his queen. I 
perceive, however, that his agent, Colvil, had 
obtained fopae fupply from Elizabeth^ who faw 
it was in vain any longer to oppofe his marriage, 
and wanted to footb him, becaufe the Spani- 
ards ftill continued their preparations againft 
England. By this fupply, and the loans ad^ 

vanccd 
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A.ai59o. vanced by fome of the gi-cat nobility, James 
was enabled to make a tolerable appearance in 
the eyes of his guefts, particularly at the time 
, of his queen's coronation. 
Hb^tteea He had intimated to his council his intention 
cfowoc4« ^^ Ixzvc that ceremony celebrated with all pofli- 
ble magnificence, and that it fliould be per- 
formed in the palace of Holy-rood houfe by 
Mr. Robert Bruce, who was but a prefbyter. 
This is a proof that James had at this time got 
overmany of his prepoffeffions in favour of epif- 
copacy i and indeed the good order and tran- 
quillity which reigned in Scotland during his 
abfence, left him no room to be diffatisfied with 
the ecclefiaftical conftitution. Some of the 
clergy, however, Melvil particularly, objefted 
to the Jcwifli ceremony of undion ; but Janics 
infifting that it fliould be performed, and threat- 
ening to employ a bifhop for that purpofe, they 
withdrew their oppofition, and flie was crown- 
ed in the palace of Holy-rood houfe, the crown 
being borne before James by the duke of Le- 
nox, the fceptre by lord Hamilton, (whofe fa- 
ther, the earl of Arran, continued to be infane) 
and the fword of ftate by the earl of Angus. 
The queen's crown was carried before her by the 
lord chancellor Thirlftan, and flie was at- 
tended by the ladies and noblemen of her own 
country '^. Mr. Galloway, the minifter of 

* I jjm far from confidering the names .of the particular per* 
ipns who afiifted at this coronation, as being of no importance 

%9 
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Perth, prcacBed.a .fermon; Bruce took her A.D.i5ja. 
oath, anointed and crowned her; and Melvil pro- 
nounced a Latin harangue. Next day Ihemade a 
public entry into Edinburgh, where the magif- 
trates prepared a fplendid entertainment for 
her Danifh attendants, who foon after took leave 
of their niajeftieSj and returned to Denmark 
loaded with rich prefents. 

The feftivities being over, it foon appeared, 
that the calm which fo lately flattered James 
was deceitful. Unmeafurably. addid:ed to 
pomp, pleafures, and fports ; hafty in his refo- 
lutions, bfut indolent in feeing them executed ; 
without true courage in himfelf, and a prey to 
the defigns of othe'rs ; the reins of his govern* 
ment were now fo relaxed, that the worft evils 
of the ariftocratical conftitution recurred. 

The earls of Huntley and Murray tyrannized ^^^ 
in the north, without knowing any power '^'^ 

to hiftoiy> and the mentioii of them here is a mark of refpcft doe 
to dieir defcend'ants. The duke of Lenox, the earls Marfliall, An- 
gus, Crawford, Rothes, lord Hamilton, the earls of Marr, Mon^ 
trofe, Athol, Murray, Bothwell, bifliop of Orkney, the abbots of 
Paifly, Lipdores, Cambulkenneth, Melrofs, Culrofs, the bi* 
ihops of Dunkeld and Brechin, and the lord Altrce 5 Sir James 
Douglas of Drumlanrig, Sir James Johnftone of Johnftone, Sir 
Robert Carr of Cesford, Sir Walter Scot of Balclough, Sir Alex- 
ander Stuart of Garlics, Sir Robert Gordon the younger of 
»-ochinvar> Sir James Melvil of Hallhil, Sir John Cockburn of 
Ormifton, Sir jame^s Scot of Balveny, Sir John Campbell of La- 
wer. Sir Duncan Campbell of Glenorchy, Sir Thomas Lyoii 
tnafter of Glamis, Sir John Carmlchael of Carmichael, Sir 
James Scrymfeor conftablc>of Dundee, Sir Thomas Kennedy 
tutor of CaffiUs^ Sir JohnMaittand chancellor, created lord 
Gr^lpo. 

para* 
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A. 0,1590. paramoTOit to thcit owil. The lattcr^.lvhofe 
name was Stuart, and of the family of Ochil^ 
tree, had mari'ied the daughter aiid heii'efs to 
the regent Murray, and through her h^ fuc- 
cccdfe* to* his title. The ^artaricc bet^Veen the 
two ftmilii^ftiUfebfifted; ^tkd oiie of the liainc 
4f Gordon happening to h^ killed by the tutor 
of Ballandalloch, the latter refufing to appear 
Before z court of jtiftice, put himfelf ui>der 
the proteftidft of the earl of Murray, rfiirffl^y 
hkd oirdeiis to ajyprehend the ofFend^f, whofe 
' name-was^ Gran't, atid he took the caftk of Bar* 
lamdaliock. This produced aiv affociation, tini- 
«dfep the aar! Of Murray, of the Glail Oraiit, and 
€bti Catton^ atfd the' other faolilies' hereditary 
^neaii^s to the houfe- of Huntley. Their place 
of rendezvous was Forres, a town in the neigh^ 
bourhoOd of Murray's^ houfe of Tarriway ; but 
the affociators were furpri^ed and diflipated by 
Huntley with fome bloodflied. James inter- 
pbfed> and with- difficulty diffuaded Huntley 
from purfuinghis revenge ; fo that the quarrel 
went no farthei*' at that time. 

Scarcely was tliis commotion abated^ when 
matters of'a^ver/ different important e em* 
ployed the court. James, partly through the 
prejudice' of educacion, and partly through -Jt 
natural weaknefs and ere^Tulity, was ffrongly 
prepoffeffed with a^ belief in the reality oi? 
witchcraft. Three women and a man were, oii 
that account apprehended and imprifime^* 

The 
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The women were grave, matron-like perfons j a. 0.1590. 
but one of them (Simpfon), whofe hejjd feems 
to have been difturbed, was burnt upon her own ^.[/^^'^ ^ 
confeillon. of having a communication with prehendea 
the devil. The man, whofe name was Gra- . 
ham, had been long reputed a forcerer, and 
very pofiibly earned his bread by the credulity 
of the vulgar, who confulted him. As the dif- 
belief of witchcraft at that time would have 
been as dangerous as the crime itfelf, Graham 
was apprehended and examined ; and he im« 
peached the earl of Bothwell (who very pof- 
fibly was one of the people who confulted him 
thro' curiofity) with having queftioned him 
concerning feveral faints relating to the king, 
which amounted to too great a curiofity 
concerning his majefty's fate. I am inclined 
to believe, that the fellow was inftigated to 
this by fome creatures of the chancellor, who 
was Both well's capital enemy, and who fuf- 
pe£led that he was at the head of a party 
forming againft him. Be this as it will, BotI\- 
well was committed prifoner to the caftle of 
Edinburgh, from whence he efcaped after 
about a month's confinement 

There is no charader of thofe times fo dark Botkweirt 
as that of Bothwell. He is reprefented by up^the 
hiilorians as being the Catiline of Scotl^md, uce**^** 
with a head to contrive, and a hand to exe« 
cute any wickednefs. The truth is, he feems 
to have been a hot defperate man ; but he was 
inviolably attached to the unfortunate queen 

Vol. VIII. P p Mary, 
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A. a 1591. Mary, and upon all occafions a declared enemf 
of Elizabeth and the Engliih, confequently of 
the chancellor, who was the fole fupport of 
her intereft at the court of James. After his 
efcape, he was declared a rebel ; his eftate was 
forfeited ; and a proclamation was iflued, charg- 
ing him with the crime of necronxancy, upon 
the evidence of witches and wizards, who ei* 
ther had fuffered, or were to fufFer on that ac- 
count, and prohibiting all fubje6ts of Scotland 
to correfpond with him under the higheft pe- 
nalties. Bothwell gave out that all the perfe- 
. cution raifed againfl him proceeded from the 
chancellor, who then governed James in fo de- 
fpotic a manner, that a ftrong confpiracy was 
formed againfl. him. Even the duke of Lenox 
had privately entered into it j and the young 
queen, who began to difplay her talents for 
court-intrigue, did not difcourage it. The 
earls of March and Hume, and almoft all the 
great nobility, favoured it ; fo that the chan- 
cellor feemed to ftand by himfclf. 

He was indeed a man of parts, but he 
could not have maintained his ground with 
James (for though he was a minifier, he was 
not his favourite) had he not been powerfully 
fupported by Elizabeth. Bowes was ftill her 
minifter at the court of Scotland, and fent 
her fuch intelligence as convinced her, that the 
chancellor fupported his credit only through 
the poverty of James, which Elizabeth re- 
rs- lieved I do not, however, find, that fhe had 
•' as 
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as yet given him any regular permanent ft- ^o.t^u 
curity for the enjoyment of his penfion, James 
had employed the baron of Weemys to foUi- 
cit her to fulfil the promifes and offers ihe 
made him by Afhby, and to grant him the Le- 
nox efiate in England. She flatly refufed both ; Murden'a 
and pretended that Afliby .was ready to take plw! 
his oath that ihe never had empowered him to 
make any fuch propofals. James was obliged 
to fubmit ; and I find by the ftate-papers, that 
his perfon was at this time bcfet by Elizabeth's 
fpies« One Hudfon was the moft trufiad Rrmer, 
among them ; arid the reader will find part of l^iSl* 
a letter of his to Burleigh, containing a firiking 
pifture of James and his court ^ at this pe- 
riod, every word of which is corroborated by 
fafts and events. 

• speaking of tlie danger of Jame* being ftirpri«:ed by Both** 
well and his fa6^ion, be proceeds as follows : " This danger of 
the king's furprize cannot be prevented by advice nor advertife- 
raent j for he is of a difpofition that will hafdly believe fuch 
matters till they be too evident ; and again, he will not he re. 
ftrained from the fields, and in his paftime for any refpe^. 

" And feeing they that pofTefs his ear, may move him to do 
many things, when he hcareth no other but them, it refteth how 
he may be preferved from evil company j and this danger, which 
muft be by a guard, which he is not able to maintain by no 
means, (for, while I was there, his table and the queen's had 
like to have been unferved by want) the queen, her houfe and . 
train, arc more eafy to him than his own ; and all his fervants of 
great place abufc him, and ever)' of them fervcth one another's 
turn J and the king being over frank, ^nd fomewhat negligent^ 
fuftaineth the want and (hame ; for he hath nothing, that he ac- 
cmtnteth ccitain, to come Into his purfe, but what he hath fronx 
her majefty, which of extreme need he is driven fore againft his 
lieart, to urge her majefty for fome certainty in, and that ac-. 
e^W^% may be made^ tokd times of payment afligned/' 

P p 2 Bothwell, 
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A*v,JS9i' Both well, after his efcapc out of the caftte 
of Edinburgh, refided with his friends upon 
the borders ; but, notwithftanding the fevere 
proclamation againft correfponding with him, 
he was underhand affifted and encouraged by 
the principal perfonages at court, and the lord 
Hume appeared openly in his company. He 
had even the infolence to approach the gates of 
Edinburgh, while he knew James was at Falk- 
land, and to proclaim at the head of a party of 
horfe a reward to any one who would put the 
perfon of the chancellor in his hands. The 
latter knew his danger, and complained to 
James that Bothwell's infolence was favoured 
by the earls of Marfhall, Morton, and Errol, 
the mafter of Glamis, and many others. James 
hurried to Edinburgh, and ordered a force to 
be levied againft Bothwell ; but in the mean 
while he committed the earl of Marlhall pri- 
foner to the caftle of Edinburgh, and the mafter 
of Glamis to that of Blacknefs, while the lord 
Hume and Buccleugh, who was Bothwell's 
fon-in-law, had licences to go abroad. 

^nfacccfi- While James thought that by thofe vigorous 
meafures he was living in fure tranquillity, he 
was upon the brink of lofing his liberty. The 
duke of Lenox privately, hinted to Bothwell 
that he would give him, and his moft defpe- 
rate followers, admittance within the walls of 
the palace, where he would be joined by others i 
and that it would be cafy for fifty men to fur- 

pri:5Q 
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prize the perfons both of James and the chan<- A*p«i$fi^ 
ccUor. Bothwell embraced the prqpofal ; and 
while James was at fupper, the court of his pa- 
lace was filled with armed meq, and he had 
juft time to efcape to a tower, which was, it 
feems, a place of fome ftrength. The chancel- 
Ibr's apartments were befet, and he efcaped by 
2L private communication into thofe of the 
queen; but the confpirators would probably 
have fuccee'dedy had not Sir George Sandilands, 
a gentleman of the bed-chamber, alarmed the 
citizens of Edinburgh, who poured down in 
fuch numbers to refcue the king, that the con- 
fpirators were beaten off, and eight or nine of 
them were -executed next morning without 
any formality of law. Several of the king's 
domeftics, his furgeon particularly, were after- 
wards proved to be principally concerned in 
the confpiracy ; b^it though they were impri- 
foned, they were fet at liberty, as were the 
earl of Marlhall, and the matter of Glamis. 

It was generally fuppofed that the earl of mu'i^oT 
Bothwell fled to the north ; and it was ru- S^.^ 
moured, that his kinfman, the earl of Mur- 
ray, was prefent with him at his attempt upon 
the palace. The chancellor advifed James to 
employ lord Ochiltree to bring Murray to 
court, that he might be reconciled to Huntley; 
but James was fo prepoffeffed againft Murray, 
who was then at his mother's houfe at Duny- 
birfiU, which dands on the north ban)cs of the 

Forth, 
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A.D.is9^ Forth, that he gave Huntley a commiflion to 
bring him to a trial, and if needful to apply^ 
force for that purpofe. Huntley was fo keca 
to execute this order, that he neglcfted to take 
it from James in writing, till his friends put 
him in mind of his danger; and Gordon of 
Buckie went back to Edinburgh, and pro- 
cured a writing from the chancellor, but of 
what nature is doubtful ; for it was thought to 
be a warrant for putting Murray to death. 
Huntley and his friends eroding the Forth in 
boats, found Murray prepared to defend him* 
felf, and fome of Huntlcy^s attendants -were 
wounded. Upon this, the Gordons, who 
were a hundred and twenty ftout men, and 
well-armed, fet fire to the houfe, and Mur* 
ray^s followers furrendered themfelves prifoti- 
ers ; but he himfelf endeavouring to efcape to 
a boat, was difcovered, overtaken, and barba- 
roufly murdered. Though I have given the 
hiftory of this tragedy, as teprcf^ nted by the 
hifiorians of the Gordon family, who do not 
materially diflFer from Spotfwood's account, 
yet there is ground to fufpe<9: that the murder 
of Murray was premeditated.^ Dunbar, the 
flieriflF of Murray, was killed at the fame time. 
When the cataftrophe was over, Huntley dif- 
patched Buckie to acquaint James with what 
had happened ; but the news having reached 
Edinburgh before his arrival, the public was fo 
cxafperated, that he was obliged precipitately 

to 



O F S C O T L A N D. ^95 

to leave the town, upon which Huntley re- a.d.i59i, 
tired northwards ; but captain Gordon^ one of 
his chief followers, whom he had left behind 
him wounded, was brought to Edinburgh, 
and beheaded next day. 

Balfour, ifi his Manufcript Annals, fays, it JJf^J^ 
was publicly talked that James was jealous of 
the earl of Murray, who was one of the hand- 
fomeft men of his age ^, becaufe the queen 
fome days before had launched out in his 
commendation ; on which account he privately 
ordered Huntley to murder him. That James 
was capable of giving fuch an order cannot be 
doubted ; but I queftion greatly whether he 
was fufceptible of jcaloufy. The fubfequent 
part of this tragical affair gives great colour to 
Balfour's report. The fury of the people was 
fo great, that James, in a manner, fled to Falk- 
land, and from thence to Glafgow, where he 
gave orders for Huntley to be tried, and in the 
mean while to be confined in the cafUe of 
Bfeckncfs. The hiftorians of the Gordon fa- 
mily iayi that when the day of the trial came, 
DO profecutor appeared ; and upon his finding 
furety to fland his trial when called upon, he 
was fet at liberty. Balfour fays, that on the mss. 

* He was diftijiguilhed by the epithet of the Bonny (that is 
beautiful) carl of Murray; and a ballad compofed at the time, 
wliich ftili remains, under that title, and h?s been publifhed by 
Mr. Percy in hi« Reliques of Ancient I'oekry, gives ibme coun^ 
tena:r3cc to Balfour*^ report, that the quvcn beheld him with no 
nnfaroarable ey^. 

thirteenth 
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A.D.I593. thirteenth of March, z royal prockmation wall 
publilhed, inhibiting the young earl of Mur- 
ray to purfue the earl of Huntley for his fa- 
ther's flaughter, in refpeft he being warded in 
the cattle of Blacknefs for the fame murther, 
was willing to abide a trial, averring that he 
had done nothing but by the king's majefty's 
commiflion, and fo was neither art nor part in 
the murther. Upon the whole, it is admitted 
on all hands, that James interpofed to prevent 
Huntley from taking his trial ; a condud: 
that very juftly gives rife to the blackeft fuf- 
plcions* 
J^^nnoi Among the other relaxations of government, 
was the non-execution of the late acts and 
proclamations againft papifts. In the parlia- 
ment which met in June, the clergy peti- 
tioned, that the aft for annexing the eccle- 
fiaftical revenues to the crown might be re- 
pealed, and that no dignified clergyman fhotild 
from thenceforward fit in the parliament j but 
fome fevere voles pafled againfl: afting prieffs 
and jefuits, though qualified in fuch a manner^ 
as left it in the king's breaft to fee them put in 
execution or not. The aft of parliament made 
in 1584 againft the difcipline of the church, 
was repealed, and the difcipline then in prac- 
tice was ratified, but greatly to the diflike of 
James, who thought that the fcale of the 
clergy thereby acquired too great a weight of 
power. He was, however, o'bliged to give 

way 
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vr^y to tlie temper of the times, which was lb a. d. 15^1. 
violent, that the clergy endeavoured to abo- 
lifh the ad for confirming the royal authority, 
or rather the king's power for controuling the 
clergy ; bttt though they did not fucceed in 
this, it wad declared, •« That the faid ftatutc 
ihould be no ways prejudicial nor derogatory 
to the privilege that God hath given to the 
fpiritual office-bearer in the church, concerning 
heads of religion, matters of herefy, ^excom-' 
munication, collation, or deprivation of mi* 
nifters, or any fuch eflential cenfures ground* 
ed, and having warrant of the word of Qod." 

Calderwood,y who may be fafely trailed on Caider- 
this head» informs us, that a committee of the Tes.' ^* 
affembly was ** appointed to go immediately 
to his majeily, and to admoniih him gravely, 
in name of the £ternal, to have refpeft in 
time to the eftate of the true religion, to the 
many murders and opprefliona daily multi- 
plied through impunity and lack' of juftice, 
and to difcharge his kingly office in both." 
From the fame author we learn, that the af« 
fembly ifiiied a commiffion for profecuting the 
earl of Huntley ; that all the conceffions made 
to the church in this parliament were obtained 
through the chancellor, to avert the efFefts of 
the public odium, for the part he had afted in 
the earl of Murray's tragedy. Before this par- 
liament rofe, the earl of Bothwell was again 
forfeited ; and many of his friends, the earl 
Vol. VIIL C^q of 
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KD.Mssii. of Athol, and the mafterof Gray partlculatlff 
were prdfecutcd for iheltering him. Notwith- 
flanding .this, fo great was the public hatred of 
the chancellor, that Bothwell appeared publicly 
in many parts of the kingdom, and again at- 
tempted to furprize the king's perfon.^ 
- In this he was encouraged by the earls of An- 
gus and Errol, the mafter of Gray, Colonel 
Stuart^ and other perfons of rank and credit 
at court, who were to open the gates of Falkland 
palace, and give him admiilion by night In 
this they failed ; and BothwelU who had come 
to the place appointed with about three hun- 
dred ^ horfemen, but faint and fatigued with 
their long march, with great difficulty made 
his efcape. The inhabitants of the neighbouring 
towns taking the alarm, and pouring into the 
Srmemp't ting's affiftance, about eighteen of Bothwell's 
weSr^" followers were taken in the purfuit, and exe- 
cuted at Edinburgh ; but he himfelf efcaped to 
the weft borders, and afterwards threw himfelf 
into England, where he opened a new fcene, 
which feews him to have been a man of no 
mean abilitiest It does ndt properly belong to 
this hiflory to make particular mention of all 
the perfecmions carried on againft BothweU's 

• 5potfwood makes them but a hundred and twenty, and Moy- 
fes fays, that James having J>revioufly difcbvercd the plot," re- 
tired * to a foitified tower,, from whence he. fired upoa the con- 
I'pirators. He .. adds, that they could not be immediately pur- 
fued ; for being borderers, they had* broke open the ftables, and 
carried off the horfes in the neighbouiiiood^ . 

friends* 
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friends: It is fiiflicient to fay, that though a. ©.159*. 
many were convifted, few or none fufFeredV 
the queen openly taking their part, and inters 
ceding for them with her hufband, who had 
neither the power nor the inclination to punifh 
them. He raifed indeed abody^f men> and 
marched to Dutnfries in purfuit of Bothwell ; 
but when he came there, he found that noble- 
man fo popular, that he was obliged to publifli 
a general pardon to all his followers who were t 

willing to return to their duty. 

The : Spaniards, notwithftanding their fre-. a Spanifli 
quent difappointments, had jiever laid afide JIJ'/. ^^'^^ 
entirely their fcheme of invading England 
through Scotland ; and what is flill more ex- 
traordinary, the popifli earls of Huntley, An- 
gus, andErrol, feemed to be as willing as ever ta 
join them. The earl of Angus had been lately 
imprifoned on account of his connexions with 
Bothwell; but had been delivered through the 
queen's interceflion, and reftored to fuch fa* 
vour, that he was fent northward, with a com- 
miffion from James to quiet the difturbances 
of the north, which had arifen between the 
Gotdons and the Clan Cattan, and the other 
friends of the earl of Murray, which be per-, 
formed with great fuccefs. While he was exe- 
cuting this commiffion, Mr. George Ker, bro^ 
ther to the lord Newbottle, was difcovered on 
board a (hip bound for Spain, and fent prifoner to 
Edinburgh with all his papers. At ftft he de^ 
C^q a nicd 
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A. D. 159s. tiled tHe whole charge that had been brotight 
againft him; and the commiflionera fent to 
examine him were unwilling, on account of 
his birth, to put him to the torture. James hear- 
Moyfes. ing of this, waa offended with the commiflion* 
ers, and ordered peremptorily that he ihould 
be tortured ; but upon the firft or fccond firoke 
of the boot wedgef, Ker'a conftancy failed him, 
and he made the following confefEbn : 
IJ53, ** That upon a letter fent from Mr. William 

Creichton the jefuit, then refiding in Spain, and 
aflurance given of the king of Spain's aid for 
the alteration of religion, Mr. James Gordon 
and Mr. Robert Abercrombie, jefuits, had de- 
vifed to fend one to Spain, to certify the king 
of the concurrence of the Scottifli datholics in 
his fervice j and that, for the greater fecrecy, 
the three forenamed earls ihould undertake for 
the reft, and by their letters teftify the fame, 
That this being proponed to the noblemen, they 
did willingly confent, and accordingly fet their 
hands to eight blanks, fix whereof were to be 
filled as miffives from them to the king of Spain, 
and the two other with procurations, one for 
the meffenger's credit, the other for the sfrti* 
des th^t (hould be drawn up in Spain. That 
the filling of the blanks was trufted to Mr. Wil- 
liam Creichton and Mr. James Tyrie ; and that 
8ir James Chifiiolm, one of the king's mafier 
bouiholds, was firii cholen to be carrier o£ the 
)si^n^ } b^t that fa? l^eing impeded through 

foroe 
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fome private bufinefs, they were delivered to A'D.»59). 
him fubfcribed in the month of Odober, he 
being then in Edinburgh." He farther decla- 
red, « That by conference at the fame time 
with the earls of Angus and Errol, he under<- 
fiood that the king of Spain was to fend an 
army of thirty thoufand men into Scotland^ 
whereof fifteen thoufand Ihould remain in the 
country, and with the afiiflaoce of the catho- 
lics either alter the preient religion, or procure 
liberty to their own profeflion : and that the 
reft of the army (hould invade England, being 
conveyed thither by the catholic lords, who 
were to meet the army at their landing, which 
was appointed to be either at Kirkudbright in 
Galloway, or in the mouth of Clyde," 

Though Spotfwood has gravely delivered Difprotei. 
this confeffion, without feeming to make the 
leaft doubt of its truth, yet it is abfurd ^nd ru 
diculous to the laft degree* The ftory of the 
blanks is an unmeaning forgery ; and though 
Dr. Robertfon fays, that torture was only 
threatened to Ker, it certainly was applied to 
him in the manner above-mentioned, as is plain 
from the evidence of Moyfes and Ker's own 
letter, which he afterwards wrote to Gordon of k?.2. 
Auchindown ; and in which he difdaimed the toTe'iiift, 
whole of his confeffion, after he was fet at li- Houfe oc 
berty. The crown of Spain was at this time 
unable to have fumifhed five thoufand meut 
f»r k& thirty tboufiind^ as is mentioned in the 

con- 
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A.D.t593. confcffion, upon any invafion of England. 
Elizabeth's fleets were viflorious on every fea ; 
and {he was ruining the Spaniih commerce in 
its mod eflential branches. The whole of the 
accufation Teems to reft upon the wrong-headed 
pradices of Creichton in Spain, where he had 
got into fome favour with the Catholic king, 
and had prevailed with Ker to forge or obtain the 
blanks, for other purpofes. 

Hiftorians who write of thofe times, fecm to 
;idopt the confeffions of prifoners as fo many 
truths, without reflefting, that under the fear 
of pain and torture, they ought to have no 
no kind of validity. As all cowards are cruel, 
James had perpetual recourfe in all matters con- 
cerning his own government to the praftice of 
torture, without the fmalleft remorfe or reluc- 
tance. It is therefore in vain to urge the con- 
feifion of David Graham of Fintry as corro* 
borating that of Ker, becaufe Graham, had he 
not made it, muft have been tortured like- 
wife, and he chofe to die eafily by being .be- 
headed. 

The earl of Angus, when he returned to 
Edinburgh, being ignorant of the difcoveries 
made by Ker, Graham, and others, inftead of 
receiving thanks for the late eminent fervices 
he had performed, was fent prifoner to the caf- 
tie of Edinburgh ; but denied every particular 
of Ker's plot, and maintained that the whole 
was an infamous confpiracy to ruiQ the Roman 

catho* 
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4latholic nobility in ScQtland. The credit of the a* d* 1593. 
plot, however, was ftrenuoufly fupported by 
Elizabeth's embaffadpr,^ Bowes, and a frcfli pro- 
clamation was iflued .againft Bothwell. That 
nobleman's penetration foon difcovered, that 
though he was employed, he was not trailed 
cither by the popifli lords, or by the party in 
oppofition to the chancellor ; and he made his 
peace with Elizabeth, by difcovering all. he 
knew of the former's correfpondcnce with her 
enen)ies. The difcoveries made by Ker (for that 
fome letters had pafled upon the occafion is un- 
|deniabl,e) gave great fanAion to Bothwell's in« 
formation ; and flie ordered the lord Burgh to 
go to Scotland, and fecond the folicitations of 
Sir Robert Bowes, in bringing the popilh, or, as 
they w;ere called, the affociated, lords to juftice, 
and annexing their efiates unalienably to the 
crown. 

The fituation of James at this time is hardly situatm^ 
to be defcribed. His timidity and irrefolution ^"*^ 
drove liim to flatter his clergy, and feemingly 
to comply with the voice of his proteftant fub- 
jefts, which now demanded the punifhment of 
the confpirators, whom he was, notwithftand- • 
ing, fecretly refolved to pardon. He trembled 
at the very name of Bothwell, not only for his. 
treafons and turbulence, but for his fuppofed 
necromancy. His queen now openly headed 
the enemies of the chancellor, becaufe he de- 
tained an eftate which flje faid was parcel of 

the 
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A.D. 159J, the abbey of Damfermling, her jdntnte. Jam*s 
detefted Elizabeth^ who he knew had received 
Bothwell into l^cr favour; and he dreaded giv- 
ing audience to the new Englifh embaffador, 
becaufe he cxpeded him to infift upon an im- 
mediate decifive anfwer, with which his non- 
compliance w^ould endanger^ if not foirfeit, his 
penfion from Elizabeth. He confulted his cler- 
gy; and by their intereft, his proteftant fub- 
jecls offered to raife him a guard of three hun* 
drcd horfc, and a hundred foot for his own per- 
fon, provided he would march northwards 
with an army, in purfuit of the three popifh 
lords ; for Angus had by this time efcapcd out 
of prifon^by the connivance,! am apt to think, 
of James himfelf. James followed this advice, 
without waiting for the arrival of lord Burgh ; 
and charging all his fubjefts on the north of the 
Forth to join him, he arrived at Aberdeen on 
the twenty-fecond of February, fix days after 
Graham of Fintry had been beheaded, for his 
concern in the plot, at Edinburgh. Upon his 
arrival there, he helda juftice court, rather for 
form than bufinefs, and he received into favour 
all who gave fecurity for their good behaviour. 
The three popifii lords ftill kept the field, but 
without committing any hoftilities ; and James 
privately gave their wives affurances of fafety, if 
they would furrendcr themfelvcs to their trial. 
In fhort, James found all the northern parts of 
of his kingdom in perfeft tranquillity, and 

having 
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Kayiiig m^dfi^fi ^fUrl$ q{ Tfi.^T^^\l ^apd Athol hi^ 4«^<.>i9l- 
lieiM:e»Ants there, be xi^vfned to Edinburgh 
about <the mIdcUe of March* 

The lord Burgh ;it thi$ time wa^ arrived in HcgSteiiv. 

Scotland, and James .could no Ippger defer ^giy* thc"EngHih 

ing iiii^ an jsuadicnce. Tihe r^a4£;r iin the notes * ««^*<^'* 

• " W^He^his raajefty wais in thole parts, according to the 
information which came before bis pi^jcfty took his journey* 
an £ngliih en^bailador came to iEd^obur^h, who was a i^obleman 
called lord Barroch (Purgh) ; anjl after.hls majefty's return to 
Edinburgh, which was about the loth of March 1591, he had 
aud^^nge.of li|s maje^y, when he dfliveredhis Utters, and con- 
ferred a cectain fpace with the king. The purport of his cora- 
miffion was. That in refpeft of the banner taken up, and enmity 
profcfled by tljejking.of fgain, and his ^h^rents of the l^agu/e, 
againft this iiland of England and Scotlapd, and all that profefs 
God's true religion, it would therefore pleafe bis majefty to de- 
nounce war by his bwald or (?iyiJ>jafradQr, againft the king. gf 
Spain. Secondly, That fuch as vfrere apprehended and fugitate 
for this late confpiracy, with fuch others as ' the* embaflador 
ihovid naine,tA)QYid be prpf^^utefl ffvd .punifl^ed with all rigour 
and epctremity. Thirdly, That the |eague of amjty pafled be- 
twixt the two kingdoms might be renewed. 

'^Thefe.pcopoiitions were made. by the faid emhaflador to hit 
majefty and council prefent for the time with hisiiighnefs, in his 
own lodgings. To which, anfwer Was made by Sir Robert Mel- 
vil of Mordecairny, knigh^, treafurer, depute, according to his 
majefty's direftion,' as follows : * * 

" To the firft anent the denunciation of war agsdnft the king of 
Spain, he anfwered ; That fuch occafion was not offered, ieeing 
the faid king remained our confederate friend, in fuch fort, .that 
the whole iubjefts of this realm had free paiTage and trade, at 
their pleasure, within his realm and dominions : and, in cafe he 
intended to land any forces in this country, in order to invade 
England, (as he had good caufe to do for the many wrongs he 
had received of the cjueen of England and her fubje^s) he 
would ^ve in pledges that we fliould thereby receive no harm ; 
9nd if It plcafed his majefty, our m after, to receive money, good 
deed and perpetual inendft)i'p> in return for fuch liberty andper- 
^miflion to pafs through our county, it ihould be heaxd j calling 
herewith to remembrance. That at the time the Spaniihnavy was 
making for England, there was an embaftador Cent here, craving 
' Vol. VIIL ■ R r o\^ 
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A1D.159J. wtll find from Moyfes a curious, and feemingly 
authentic account of the written part of this 
negotiation^ which we meet with in. no other 
author; but I am inclined to believe, that the 
anfwer given in by James was drawn up after 
he defpaired of obtaining any money from 
Elizabeth. Burgh, in his audience, had infilled 
that the efiates of the traitors fliould be con- 
fifcated. James replied, that the confpiracy 
was fo ilrong, that he could not fupprefs it 
without a fupply of Elizabeth's money ; and that 
ihe was more concerned in defending Scotland, 
than (he was in protecting France or the Low 
Countries againft the power of Spain. Next 
audience, Burgh interceded for the pardon of 
Bothwell, (who was then lurking in Edin- 
burgh) to which James gave a fpirited negative; 
but promifed that the trial of the popifh lords 
ihould take place, and to fend an embaffador of 
his own to Elizabeth. 

our affiftance in withfhinding the(e ftrangers to land in thi« 
liland } and who, for that femce, in the name of her majefty 
and council, offered to nominate the king*s majefty our mafter, 
fecond pcr£>n of England ; to make him piince of Wales 3 and 
many fueh fair offers were made s but feeing God fought the bat- 
tle, and diiappointed that enterprize, thofe offers were paffed 
from, and his majefty thereby fcoffed, by alledging, that that 
ambaflador had tranfcended the bounds of his commif&on, and 
merited to be hanged. 

" It was anfwered to the fecond, that his majefty was a free 
prince, and would receive no direction from the queen of England 
to ufe his own fubje6ks with rigour or clemency ; and fo as it 
pleafed him he would do in that cafe. 

<< It was anfwered to the third, that the league of amity needed 
no renewing ; for there was no breach thereof as yet, but the fame 
fteod etfe6i:ual . With thefe anfwcrs the Englifh embaffador departed 
homeward about the tenth or eleventh of April X591/* 
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This negotiation gave Elizabeth fo little fa- a. 0.1593. 
tisfaftion, that flie threatened to bring the at embiffaL. 
fociated lords, as fhe had done Bothwell, into 
her party againll Spain ; but while ihe was per* 
plexcd how to behave. Sir Robert Melvil ap- 
peared at her court as embaflador from James. 
He was inftrufted to demand money for levy- 
ing fix hundred foldiers, and that Bothwell 
Ihould be given up, according to the treaties 
between the two crowns, which fuffered nei- 
ther prince to harbour the rebels of the other. 
Elizabeth had too good intelligence not to fee 
that James made ufe of the pretext of profe- 
cuting the aflbciated lords, only that he might 
touch her money ; and as to Bothwell, he con-? 
tinned Rill in Scotland fecreted by the Engliih 
embafTador. 

The party formed againfl the chancellor was 
now become fo ftrong, that Elizabeth found 
he could do her no farther fcrvice ; and flie ne- 
glefting him, he retired to his eftates in the ^^ ^^ 
country, where he was privately vifited by 
James, to the great difquiet of the other coun* 
fellors. The queen, from private converfation 
between them, found that James certainly 
would recall him to the council-board; and 
that the chancellor, to make a friend in the 
queen, had refigned to her the difputed eftate. 
This coming to the ears of the duke of Lenox, Bothweii 
the earl of Athol, the Iprd Ochiltree, and Z^'tt"^ 
OJtber enemies of the chancellor, they rcfolved '^°"^' 

Rr 2 to 
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A.D.i^ t6 introduce BdthwiU Wto t*« foykl pM^Wce. 
The couhtcfs of Athol ac66rdxngly broagb< 
hinr and ^isr compatoton, GoRil, thApei^c^fved 
by any, through a poftcrh-gate ih'to the king's 
bed-chamber. JamcS, upon feeing th'^rii, caTTed 
out trcafon ; but they laid tKeir fwords- at his 
feet, and fell upon their Knees. According to 
Spotfwood^s relation, James thr6w himfelf intd 
a chaif, and offefitl^ his brdaft, ofdticA the 
traitors to ftrike,* beciiife haVIn^ be^ri diflio-' 
noured by their preftfrrce, he did riot defirc to 
Kve longer. While tTii^ fcene paffed, the earl 
tf Mar and Sir Williahr Keith entcrfed ihd 
room ; and about £hrec hundred of BothtiirelPi 
party' had taken poflSefEon of the outer courts 
of the palace, The peoplfe of Edinburgh took 
the alarm ; and came with their prbVoft, Sif 
Alexander Honie, at (heir head, to refcte their 
fovereign ; but James, by this time, eafily per-i 
^ teived that Bothwell was bhly the iftftrument 
madfe ufc of by his queen, the duke of Lenox^ 
and his other great Ibrds, fo prevent the re-i 
turn of thfe <:haricdlot ;' and by the earl of 
Mar's advice, hefhewfed himfelf at the win-i 
dowi v^here he defired the citiiensto retirei 
• and wait his farther order§. SueHi iii fub- 
ftaface, is archbifhop' S|JotlA^ood's accbunf of 
this amaiirig revblutibn at the court of Scot- 
land. As the arehbifliop probably had it frona 
the king himfelf, we may eafily imagine it t6 
be drawn up in the trioil farourabie IJghi for 

his 
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Ms majeftys charaden Caldcn^o6d reUte»it ^^0.1991. 
in a very diflFereat mantler ; for he fays, that I^Joni"* 
^hfen th6 king wanted to retire into the ^^"^"^ 
queen's ^han^ber^ it was l6Gk6d ; and that ha 
was iilflantly befet by th6 duke of Ledoj^ the 
i^arl of Athol^ and the other coufpirators^ who 
went between him and the door, aird inter- 
ceded for Boihw^lL By all accdunts, the lat- 
ter behaved with great addrefs its well as re^ 
fignation to his majefty i for he humbly afked 
pardon for his real offences and treafons, but 
€>ffered to take his trial upon the charge of ^e^ 
cromancy and confulting wizards. The Eng- 
liih imbaffador was privy to the whole tranC- 
adion ; and tcrhen the king's panic began to 
nbate, he prefented the following articles to be 
figA^d by him. 

*^ Firft, That remiflion fhould be granted to 
Bothwell, his friends and partakers, for all 
attempts againft his n;^ajefty's perfon and au- 
thority in any time paft, and promife made ne« 
ver to call or purfue him and his forefaids for 
any by-paft fad: ; as likewife to repoffefs them 
in their houfes and lands, notwithftanding 
whatfoever procefs laid againft them. 

^^ Second^ That a parliament fhould be called 
in November next, and fuch an aA paft in his 
and their favours, as was made at Linlithgow, 
Aano 1585, for their greater fecurity. 

** Third, That during that time, the king 
ihould not rcceivcin his company the chancel- 
lor. 
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A.0. 1593. lor, the lord Home, the matter of Glamls, andt 
Sir George Home, knight • 

« Fourth, That from henceforth, the earl of 
Bothwell, his friends and followers, Ihould be 
efieemed as good and lawful fubjeds, and ufed 
with as much favour as if they had never of- 
fended/' 
^^^^ Thofe articles were figncd by James, and 
]nfoi»ce of fuch of his prfvy-counfellors as were friends to 
Bothwell, together with the magiftratcs and 
minifters of Edinburgh. Soon after, Both- 
well took his trial upon the charge of witch- 
craft, and was acquitted on the tenth of Au- 
guft by the unanimous voice of his jury* 
Notwithftanding this, fuch was James's dread 
and abhorrence of Bothwell, that he obliged him 
to leave the court, till his attendance fliould be 
required. The greater conceflions James made, 
the more he wajs determined to retrad: them. 
The clergy had this year obtained an aft of 
parliament, by which thofe who contemned 
the cenfures of the church were declared to be 
outlaws. James had been confirained, by the 
neceffity of the times, to pafs this aft, which 
armed his clergy with powers fo formidable, 
that he was more than ever refolved to par- 
don the aflotiated lords, or, perhaps, ftill to go 
farther lengths with the court of Spain. He 
received the countefs of Huntley at his court 
with great aflFeftion and refpeft, till flie was 
driven from it by the clamour and power of 

the • 
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Hie clergy ; and when he was at liberty to fol« A«D.aj9i» 
low his own- inclination, he treated all the 
charge againfl: the affociated lords as a forgery. 
He fpent fome days at his ufual divei^ons; 
but took care to form fuch a party of Both* 
well's enemies, as (honld in the next conven«^ 
tion difengage him from the ihameful obliga- 
tions he had laid himfelf under. His indigna- 
tion was heightened by the grofs affronts 
, which the clergy were daily offering to his au- 
thority. They «ven prefumed to threaten ex- 
communication to all merchants trading with 
Spain ; and they aftually excommunicated the 
earls of Huntley, Errol, and Angus, by which 
they became outlaws. t 

Though James continued to be befet by 
Bothweirs faction, yet they did not think it 
fafe to controul him ; and having, on pretence 
of regulating the affairs of the borders, fum- 
moned a convention to meet him at Stirling, 
'he declared to the members the circumffances 
under which he had been forced to enter into 
the late compromife with Bothwell ; and they 
declared it to be diflionourable, and not bind« 
ing to performance. Upon this, an ad was 
paffed, " That his majefty, with the advice of 
the efiates, had recalled the grjint made to 
Bothwell in Aiiguft laft ; and that being a free 
prince, he might ufe the fervice of any of his / 

fubjefts, and ciiU them to him at his pleafurc.'' 
Notwithftanding this a A, he offered a pardcm 

to 



gfi« THEHI6T0RY 

A*D.i593. to Sotliwdly provided be would fiie fo^ itASt 
fupj^Iicanty and leave the Jdngdoniy oeveyr Xo «er. 
tQFB without Ills fliftjefty^s licence* 
SSThu Tfce lord Haroflton, the eai^Is of Mar, Mor- 
ton, Glenc^irn, and Montrafe, with the lords 
Lindiay and LevingftoD, were jne«Afa«^ iof fhifi 
coA^ention ; and however they might li^^ tltfft 
chancellory they d^dained tjhajt thek Jbing 
fiiould be enidiralled by a tiaitor, und E)ngli0i 
influenoe. James, fortified by ti|is cop^e^a? 
tion, refolved to zSt with gr^^tet in^epenflence 
dian he had done iieretofor<9;; and \^ a jGKffT 
oey he undertook fbuthward^, ^^e three po^ 
pUik lords <threw themfelvea at hi$ l^^cft, 9»i 4pr 
fired to be admitted to a trial. J%^^ ^^^e^ 
to treat them \with great roughl^e^fs ; and diey 
were ordered tofurrender tl^emfelvQs prifonerS' 
within the toWn of Perth, and to rQm^Pjther; 
till they ihonld be tried. Though Js^mes rwap 
^t -great pains to dear himfelf with hus (jki^gy 
and the English embaffador, from a)^y pi^eyi- 
ous knowledge of this interview, yiet they 
were of a verydififerent opinion. TJie ctergy 
aflembled the proteftant laity at £dinburgb» 
and drew up a formal remonftrance ^g^kift all 
*that James had done, defiring, with ^reat ef- 
frontery, that the threenobl^men being outlaws 
by the excommunication^, they might have no 
^bcn^fit of a trial, whil? they continued ^p*- 
pifts. Tl^y concluded wit4x a kind of a me- 
nace to James, if be did ppt purfue the .lords 

to 
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to the uttermoft, which wc are mmded to do, A.t).ts9i* 
although it fliould be with the loft of all oiir 
Jives in one day, being fully refoived, if they 
continue enemies to God and his truth, that 
the country fhall not brook them and us to-* 
gether,'^ 

James loft his temper ^hen he read this in* 
folent paper, which tended to wreft the fword 
of juftice out of his hand ; but on finding the 
meflengers fteady to their purpofe, he grew 
more cool, and promi&d to take the advica o£ 
his ftates ; but refufed to give any anfwer in 
writing, though much preffcd to it by the com* 
miffioners who had been fent to him from the 
aflembly at Edinburgh. When the latter re- 
ported the fuccefs of their' commiffion, their 
conftituents were fo much enraged, that they 
refoived to aflemble in arms on the day and ^t 
the place appointed for the trial of the lords, 
and declare themfelves their profecutors. When 
James rcafoned with them upon this violent 
refolution, which was direftly contrary to law, 
all the anfwer he obtained was, " That it was 
the caufe of God, and in defence thereof they 
could not be deficient," James iiTued a procla- ^ 

mation againft any tumultuous meetings, and 
endeavoured to fatisfy his fubjedis as to the 
equity of his proceedings. Notwithftanding 
this, the people flocked in arms from all 
quarters to Edinburgh ; fo that the convention 
which had been fummoned there was but thin. 
Vol. VIII. S s The 
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A. D. 1593. The chancellor was prefent; and by his ma^ 
nagement, the trial was referred to k com- 
mittee of the ftates^ whofe fentence was to be 
as valid as if k had pafled in parliamenti 
j^hofton. ^ftgj. fQjjjg deliberation, the duke of Lenox^ 
the chancellor, the earl of Mar, lord Leving* 
fiOne, of the nobility ; the lairds of Bafs, Bal- 
vaird, Abbotflial, and Tullibardin, for the ba^ , 
rons ; and the commiflioners from Edinburgh, 
Dundee, Stirling, and Cowper, for the burghs, 
were appointed to be the final judges of the 
delinquent lords. According to the beft evi- 
tSfoJr!^ dences that have come to my hands, they 
doni. were acquitted of being concerned in the 

blanks and fubfcriptions deftined for the court 
of Spain, and pardoned, as to their goods, 
fame, and honours, upon their embracing pro- 
teftantifm, and their difmifling all Romifh 
priefts and jefuits from their company before 
the firft of February enfuing. According to 
Johnfton, a meeting of the nobility was like- 
wife held, (though I am apt to think it con- 
fifted only of the commiffioners appointed by 
the ftates) who emitted a proclamation in the 
king's name, ordering all papifts to quit the 
kingdom before the fii^l of February, " never to 
return, unlefs they embrace the proteftant re- 
ligion/* 

Though James had endeavoured, by many 
onsiaSc0t« conccffions to his clcrgy, to reconcile them to* 
*" ' this moderate conduft, yei he did not fuccced ; 

and 
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and he was himfelf as unfortunate in his at- a. i)i 1^9:^ 
tempts to make profely tes of the lords to the 
proteftant religion. The commotions that hap- 
pened at this time on the borders between the 
lord Maxwell and the baron of Johnftone^ the 
former of whom was killed in an engagement, 
for fome time diverted the public attention; 
and on the nineteenth of February the queen ish- 
was brought to bed of a fon. A convention 
of the ftates were then fitting ; and declared, 
that the earls of Angus, Huntley, and Errol, 
had forfeited the benefit of the late pacifica- 
tion, by their continuing obftinate papifts. 
They were ordered to enter themfelves prifon- 
ers into different forts, but none of them gave 
obedience; 

Elizabeth was highly offended at the lenity J"^?'^i!* - 
fhewn by James towards the popifh lords. The EHwbcth 

to lUSOSa 

clergy had unanimoufly protefted againft it; 
and fhe renewed her ancient policy of fending 
an embaffador (lord Zouch) to Scotland, to 
form a confederacy with the reformed there, 
for the fupport of religion, and their mutual 
defence. Zouch's inftru6lions have been printed 
by Mr. Rymer '; but are too long to be inferted Ry"«'. 
here. They were bold, infolent; and offenfive p. 225/ 
to the dignity of an independent prince. They "'* 
treated James as Elizabeth's penfioner ; and pe- 
remptorily required him to give his oath that 
he would bring the affociated lords to a trial. 
If James evaded that demand, Zouch was to 
S s 2 infift 
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A. P. isH infill upon an audience before the privy-coim* 
cil, and chief nobiHty of Scotland; and.^ter 
along hilrangue concerning Elizabeth's friend- 
ihip^ and her danger from the pra^ices of 
Spain, to make a declaration, which fell Kttle 
Ihort of a threatening to con^e to hoftilities, 
James, at the time of tkb embafly, wasibured 
with Elizabeth, for having evaded all his ap« 
plications for money ; and he refolved to try 
what an appearance of fpirit and refentment 
might effedt 
wbo refeatt Bcforc Zottch fct out from England^ Eliza- 
^^* zabeth, as ufual, fent down a private agent, 

one Afton,^ to concert the confederacy betweea 
her and the heads of the reformed,' whom ihe 
promifed to affift, if needful, with an army. 
It does not appear, that Jan>es knew of this 
negotiation ; but Zouch was inftrucled to pro* 
ceed according to Alton's report. James chofe 
to give audience to Zouch apd Bowes, who 
flill remained in Scotland, before his nobility ; 
and they demanded, as a preliminary to any 
farther treating, that the three earls fliould be 
imprifoned and biTOUght to a trial. James con* 
fented to this ; but Zouch infifted upon having 
a promife in writing. This infolent demand 
threw James into a feemingly violent paffion* 
He faid, that Elizabeth treated him as her de- 
puty, and not as an independent prince } and 
that the difference of their ranks alone pre- 
cepted him fromrecjuiring from Zouch a per- 

fonal 
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fonal fiitisfa^Uon. He then repeated his de« a^Dvi^m^ 
maud of aflifiance from Elizabeth ; and that 
Bothwell Ihould be delivered up. Both re- 
quefts were evaded by the embafladc»^. 
<< Therewith^ fays Zouch in his narrative, in . 
fome warm choler he (James) admonifhed us 
to examine our fafe-conduds granted by him; 
declared, that it was implied and meant, that 
we ihould not tranfgrefs the- laws againfi his 
reahn ; peither could the privilege of an em* 
baflador deliver him from puniihment for any 
fedition fiirred by him : herein his fharp warn- 
ing fhewed his fevere mind to lay on us 
the uttermoil pain, which, for any crime in 
u«, might be lawfully inflicted on us,, which 
we lightly efteemed and pafled over, fo as for 
that time, after urging to have iet down fome* 
thing certain how they meant to proceed, and 
what time it would take/* 

James could not long keep up to the fpirited ^^^ 
character he had aiSumed. His preffing wants, 
as well as his pufiUanimity, made him defcend 
to follicitations for money ^ but the embaffa- 
dors told him he was to exped none, unlefs he 
entered upon vigorous meafures againft the af- 
fociated lords. If we are to believe the report 
of lord Zouch, the lord Hamilton offered, at this 
time, to enter into Elizabeth's views, and 
even to betray to her the cafUe of Dumbarton 
for a fum of money. The chancellor likewife 
offered her his fervices ; but the propofals of 

both 
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▲i0»i594. both were rejefted, as being maide only fo^ pe- 
cuniary puirpofes. James, at laft, gave the em* 
baffadors a promife in writing that he would 
profecute the affociated lords to the utmoft, 
provided Elizabeth would reftrain the earl of 
Bothwell from his rebellious praftices in Scot- 
land, and remit him money to raife an army 
againft the lords. 
A freft *f- * Elizabeth promifcd him all kind of fecu- 
Scotfa^.*** rity againft BothwelPs praftices ; but evaded 
His demand of money, till flie fhould be bet- 
ter convinced of his fincerity. The negotia- 
tion being thus at a ftand, the lord Zouch re-* 
turned to England ; and Bowes, whom he left 
behind him at the court of Scotland, tampered 
fo eflFe6hially with the clergy, th^t they openly 
efpoufed Bothwell's caufe, and even applied 
the money which had been collected for the 
fupport of the reformed church of Geneva, 
to raife men for a new infurreftion. Bothwell 
was joined by the earls of Argyle and Athol, 
and the rendezvous was appointed to be at 
Leith. They gave out the' reafons of their 
arming to be, that they might effeft the ba- 
nifhment of the popifh lords, and bring the 
murderers of the earl of Murray to public juf- 
tice. James learned, through one of his 
own domeftics, the unwarrantable practices of 
Bowes, and difcovered fuch refentment, that the 
latter left his court without taking leave. 

By 
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By this time, Bothwell, at the head of four a. a 1594, 
hundred horfe, had, by forced inarches, taken f^j^^" 
poffeiEon of Leith ; and James, who knew thai ^|J^ 
his own perfon was in no kind of danger, be- ^«»««^ 
haved with a fhew of refolution and magnani- 
mity. He ordered the lord Hume to attack 
Bothwell, who marched towards Burrowmoor, 
near Edinburgh. Hume was defeated ; James 
kept the field ; and Bothwell difmifled his fol- 
lowers, though he might eafily have made him- 
fclf mafter of the king's perfou. James feiit 
two embafiadors, the lord Colvil and Mr. Ed« 
ward Bruce, to Elizabeth to complain of Bowes, 
in ^hom he faid he had feen nothing but pride 
and wilfulnefs ; « and that therefore denying 
to give him any anfwer, he chufed to fend the 
fame by his own meifengers ; whom he defired 
her to credit as himfelf in all that they had in 
charge to deliver." For Bothwell, (he faid) 
" That he wondered how, notwithftanding of ' 
the many folemn promifes made as well by her 
embafiadors as by letters of her own haad, that 
he ihould have no harbour within her country, 
yet was he not only flieltered by her people, 
but fuflFered to refide in fome of her proper 
houfes, and had received a good fum of Eng- 
liih money, wherewith he waged both Scots 
and Engliih in this late treacherous attempt 
To think this was by her direftion or privity he 
would not, fo far it was againft all princely ho- 
nour : on the other part, that flie being fo wife 

and 
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A* p. 1594. wd prudent a priace, and having fo long and 
fo happily governed her kingdoms, fhould be 
fb flighted and contemned by a number of her 
fubjeds, as^ that fuch things ihould be done 
without her knowledge, it could hardly be be- 
lieved. Wherefore leaving it to hcrfelf to 
fblve thefe doubts, he would only remember 
k^ of the promife made at the delivery of Or- 
wick, an IrijDi rebel, and defire her not to put 
him in a balance with fuch a traiterous coun^ 
terpoife, left he ihould be conftrained to fay 
with the poet, " Fledcre fi nequeo fuperos^ 
Acheronta movebo." 
Bipdfffl of The birth of a fon to James had at this time 
H^."** altered the comple&ion of his intereft at the 
court of England for the better ; and the fhew 
of refolution he put on, prevailed with Eliza* 
beth to give his embafladors a very favour- 
able reception. She promifed him a fupply of 
money ; and fiie ordered a proclamation to be 
iffued againft harbouring Bothwell in her king- 
dom. Bruce remained at her court ; and Col- 
vil repaired to that of France, to dcfirc 
that monarch to aflift at the baptifm of the 
prince of Scotland. Embaflies (to which 
James was Always a great friend) were fent for 
the like purpofe to Denmark, the dukes of 
Brunfwick and Mecklenburgh, and the fiates* 
general. Elizabeth, at the requeft of James, 
nominated the earl of Cumberland to reprefent 
her perfon at the prince's baptifm ; but that 

nobleman 
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nobleman falling fick, the earl of Suffex was a. 0.1594. 
fubftitttted in his room, and furniflied with a 
noble prefent to the prince on this occafion. i 

The parliament of Scotland was then fitting, ^"T^j^^jig 
and had ratified the excommunication of the ?5°^*=** p"- 
popilh lords ; but npthing could quiet the fuf- 
picions of the clergy with regard to popery. 
The moft trifling accident awakened their jea- 
loufy ; and a deputation was fent from the af- 
fembly with a moft impudent remonftrance 
upon the dangers of the kingdom, in which 
they prefcribed to James the moft fevere mea^ spotfwood. 
fures againft the popiih lords and their follow- 
ers, and exprefled great concern at the arrival 
of a little bark from Spain at Montrofe. Not 
contented with this remonftrance, they railed 
againft James and his courtiers from their pul- 
pits ; and nothing certainly could be more un-: 
dutiful than the whole tenor of their beha-. 
viour. It was in vain for James to remonftrate 
againft thofe breaches of their duty, as fub- 
jefts. The reader will find in Calderwood a. p ^^ 
curious apoftyle, which James gave to their 
complaints, which is omitted by Spotfwood, 
arid which Ihews how well verfed he was in 
chicanery arid equivocation. He complained, 
with reafon, of his clergy's undutiful beha- 
viour, and infifted upon having fatisfaftion for 
the rebellious fermons of two of their mem- 
bers. They gave him a flight fatisfaftion as to 
his laft dcnwnd j but he infifted, « That by aft 

Vol. VHI. T t of 
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A. D. 1594. of affembly, minifters fliould be ordained to 
difluade, both by public and private exhorta- 
tion, their flocks from concurring with Both- 
well in his treafonable attempts, or any other 
that fhould make infurrec^ion againft the au- 
thority efiabliihed by God in his majefty's per* 
fon." This demand was complied with ; but 
the meeting of the parliament was very thin^ 
no more than three earls and fix lords being 
preicnt The affair of the blanks was again 
publicly difcuffed; and the popifii lords pre- 
tended that they were only defigned for private 
afiairs, (which indeed feems to have been the 
truth) and defigned to have been filled up by 
their agents abroad, as charges for money ad- 
vanced by them to priefts and jefuits^ on ac* 
count of the king of Spain, Notwitkftanding 
this allegation, a fenteace of forfeiture was 
lodged againft the three earls, and Gordon of 
Auchindown, Their arms were torn by a he- 
rald, and they Were declared to have lofl their 
honours, lands, and eftates, for treafonable 
praftices againft the king and their native 
dcfottlhc ^^^^*7' James made a great merit of this 
^paniA with Elizabeth ; and after the baptiftti of his 
fon, It which the foreign embaifadors of all 
the ftates and princes he had invited, except- 
ing Henry the fourth of France, who was thoQ 
too poor to maintain a minifter, aiSifted ; hd 
fent Sir Richard Cockburn as his embaffador to 
England, to folUcit for a fupply of money, as 

be 
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he had now given fuiOlcient evidence that he a. d. 1594. 
ws^ determined to ad with vigour againft the 
popifli lord3. Some money was remitted to 
James ; but Bothweli perceiving he was given 
up by EU^abethy joined Huntley, Errol, and 
Angus ; and after receiving fom« money frotp 
Spain, they refolved to fecure the perfon of 
James, who had given a commiflion to the 
earls of Argylc and Athol to fupprefs the af- 
fociated lords. Argyle at firft refufed to aft ; 
but was. perfuaded by Bruce rhe clergyman to 
befiege the caftle of Ruthven, which being 
bravely defended he could not take, and 
marched to join the lord Forbes, and the other 
antagonifts of the Gordon family in the Low* 
lands. Before the jundion could be effededt 
he was attacked at Glenlivet by the earls gi 
Huntley and £rrol, with no more than 4 thou< 
(and men ; and though his army confided of 
near ten thouiand, he was defeated, with th^ 
lofs of fevea hundred nven ; but the Gor^* 
dons fuffered feverely in the combat Jame9 
was at this time advancing flowly with sm 
army to the aififtance of his lieutenants ; but 
Huntley and Errol after their viftory retired 
from the field, left tjbiey (hould feem to oppofe 
the king's perfon. James finding no enemy in 
the north, tpok recognizances of all he £q£^ 
peeled ; and returning fouthward, he left the 
duke of Leno^K: his lieutenant by north the 

T t 2 The 
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A. D.I 594. The hiftorians of the family of Gordon, 
fetwrtbc ^^^^ ^^^ great an appearance of reafon, fay, 
kingdom, that James was fecretly pleafedwith the de- 
feat of Argyle, who was but a very young 
man 9 and had undertaken the fervice on the 
profpeft of being rewarded by Elizabeth. 
James, however, marched northwards, and 
was obliged to difmantle fome of the houfes 
belonging to Huntley and Errolj but in the 
mean while he gave a private remif&on to 
Huntley for his rebellion. Elizabeth thinking 
that James was now in earneft, ordered Both- 
^ well to leave her dominions. He came north- 

wards ; and James, in concert with Huntley, 
winked at his affociating himfelf (which he 
openly did) with the popifh lords, that he 
might ruin his credit with the prefbyterian 
clergy.' Mean while, the affociated lords of- 
fered to leave the kingdom, not to return 
without the king's licence, and to give fecu- 
rity that they would enter into no prafticds 
abroad againft James or his dominions, which 
was agreed to. This compromife left Both- 
well, who had embraced and betrayed all par- 
ties, in a miferable fituation. He was aban- 
doned even by his friend Colvil; and his bro- 
ther, Hercules Stuart, was beheaded at Edinl- 
burgh. Both well upon this fled to France; 
and James never thinking himfelf fecure while 
he lived, derpanded of Henry the fourth that he 
fhould be delivered up, or banifhed his kingdom; 

but 
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but Henry evaded the demand. He was, how- a, 0.1595. 
ever, expelled France for his turbulence, and 
he fled to Spain, where he received a £aiall 
penfion ; but he died in obfcurity after a va- 
riety of romantic adventures, particularly 
throwing a miftrefs he kept oixt of a two pair 
of flairs window. 

The flight of Bothwell reftored Scotland to 
fome degree of tranquillity; and in an af- 
fembly of the church held this year at Mon- 
trofe, James attempted to check the wanton 
ufe of excommunications, which, in faft, ren- 
dered the royal authority a cypher in govern- 
ment. The anfwer of the clergy to his appli- 
catiens was, that they were willing to difcon- 
tinue the practice of fummary excommunica- 
tions, unlefs the church was in danger. This 
gave no fatisfaAion to James, becaufe they 
made themfelves judges of the danger. 

The character of Anne of Denmark, wife to intriguw of 
James, isunaccountably overlooked by the hifto- **"*"' 
rians both of England and Scotland. She was 
ap infolent, unprincipled woman, mercenary 
and vindiftive ; but fo cunning, that no hold 
could be laid on her practices. She was evenv 
in fee with the church of Rome ; and the Ro- 
man catholics had great dependence upon her 
influence with James. The heads of the fa- 
mily of Mar had for fome years been deemed 
tutors to the infant princes of Scotland ; and 
James had committed the cuftody of his fon to 

the 
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A.IK 1595. the then earl. The queen thought it was of 
importance that ihe fhould have the prince un^ 
der her own guardianihip. She leagued her- 
felf with the chancellor, with whom Ihe had 
always before lived at enmity, and other coun- 
cilors, to obtain her ends. She feems at this 
time not to have been upon good terms with 
James, which I am apt to think was owing 
to her own intrigues, for he was naturally fond 
of quiet. He heard of the defign ihe had 
formed to take her fon out of the earl of Mar's 
hands. He paid her a formal vifit ; and after 
iharply reproving her, he fent her to Stirling, 
He then fevercly reprimanded the chancellor, 
and the other lords her confederates, and left a 
writing with the earl of Mar, exprcfly charg- 
ing him with the cuftody of his fon ; and that 
tn cafe of his (the king's) death, he &ould 
not deliver him up either to the queen or 
the ftates till he was eighteen years of age. 
Dnthof '^^^ check broke the chancellor's heart, 
the^haa- When upon his death-bed, he fent a meffenger 
to James, begging his favour to his wife and 
family. James returned him an affe^ionate an- 
fwer ; but it came too late to revive him. He 
certainly was an accomplished fiatefman ; and 
the few fpecimens he has left us of his Latia 
poetry are far from being defpicable. Dodgr 
Johnfton, who lived at the time, fays, that he 
was blanked by many for keeping up diviiions 
at court, and being the author of the earl of 

Murray's 
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Murray's death. After all, he was the wifcft ad. 1595, 
and honefteft minifter (not excepting the earl 
of Salifbury) that James ever employed. He 
was honoured by his majefty with an epitaph 
in £ngli& verfe, which does no difcredit to the 
royal author. 

It is almoil incredible, had we not unquef* MifericsoT 
tionable evidence for the fad, that tho' Jamcs^ ^""^'^ 
at this time, was reigning in tranquillity, with«> 
out either a foreign or domeflic foe, his fu1> 
jeds were feeling all the horrors of civil war 
through the relaxed fiate of his government^ 
and family animoiities among his principal 
landholders. The lands lay uncultivated, and 
the people were ^dually viiited with a famine. 
The bloody diflFerences between the Johnftons 
and the Maxwells on the borders ftill conti- 
nued. The Highlands and the weftern ifles Spotfwood. 
were fcenes of the moft defperate cruelty ; and 
even the moft civilized parts of the kingdom 
were filled with blood and confufion. The 
king, when it was too late, interpofed liis au* 
thority ; but his proclamations and edids were 
disregarded, to furioufly were the parties bent 
upon mutual revenge. He had fent Sir Rich- 
ard Cockburn to foUicit the arrears of his pen* 
fion from Elizabeth^ and to reprefent that he 
haddone aU that was in his power in profecuting 
the aflbciated lords, and was willing to go 
whatever kogths flie pleafed* 

Elizabeth 
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A. D. 1595. Elizabeth remitted fome fmall part of the 
arrears, and named the earl of Cumberland^ 
with a handfome prefent, to reprefent her per- 
fon at the approaching baptifm of the prince of 
Scotland ; but inftead of remitting the reft of 
the money, flie apologized for her inability, 
becaufe fhe was drained by the affiftance flie 
had given to the French king and the Nether- 
landers. The truth is, Elizabeth knew, that 
had James been in earneft, it was in his power 
to have cruflied the affociated lords without 
her affiftance. Inftead of that, though their 
cftates were forfeited, they were vetted in truft 
for their ufe, and that of their families, 
and they themfelves ftill remained in the north 
with a confiderable force. A fhip arriving 
from Spain with Gordon the prieft, Hunt- 
ley's uncle, on board, and a Spaniard, probably 
with a private commiffion from his mafter to 
James, it was feizcd by the magiftrates of 
Aberdeen ; but Huntley, by threatening to 
burn their city, obliged them toreftore it. 
Thcprinct Thc earl of Cumberland falling ill, the earl 
hnd'ba^ of Suffex was appointed by Elizabeth to affift 
cized. ^^ |.j^g prince's baptifm. He was inftruAed, in- 

ftead of taking notice of the king's preffing 
follicitations for money, to congratulate him 
upon his fucceffes againft the popifli lords, 
to put him ifpon his guard againft the moft- 
fpecious offers made him by Spain, and to hint 
at the propriety of his fbrming a new alliance 

with 
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with Elizabeth, and the other proteftaht pow- ^"^issi* 
ers. The prince's baptifm was performed oa 
the thirtieth of Auguft ^, in the prefencc of 
the two Englifh embaffadors, Suffex and Bowes, 
with thofe from Denmark, Mecklenburg, 
the ftates of Holland and Zealand, and the 
duke of Brunfwick. The ceremony was per- 
formed with great magnificence, and the bi* 
fliop of Aberdeen chriftened the prince, Frede-^ 
ric Henry Henry Frederic. 'He was then 
created (the record fajrs crowned) prince and 
great fteward of Scotland, duke of Rothfay, 
earl of Carrick, lord of the ifles, baron and 
knight of Renfrew. After this, a number of 
knights were made. The fame record, which 
has been printed by Rymer, gives us a particu- 
lar defcription of the prefents made on this occa- 
fion, which, tho' very rich and curious, we ihall 
omit. That of queen Elizabeth was to the va* 
lue of three thoufand pounds. Thofe from the 
embaffadors of Holland and ^Zealand were two 
large cups of gold, each weighing ten pounds, 
tvith a golden caiket, containing an obligation 
figried by them and the heads of their pro* 
vinces, for the payment of five thoufand gild* 
fers yearly during his life. I mention thofe cir- 
cumftances (for the prefents in general were 
more cofUy than can be well conceived) as 
tending to prove that James was at this time 

* Otber accovmtf makti it fome da^t later. 
Vol. VIII. U u conC- 
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AtD.»s9S- confidercd by all the proteftant powers as the- 

prefumptive heir ta the crown of England. 
jamcB James perceiving himfelf fruftrated in his 

•dminiftrt* views upon Elizabeth's purfe, for a few days 
' fhook off his natural indolence, and applied 
himfelf to the regulation of his own finances, 
which he found could not be eflFeded without 
a new adminifiration. For this purpofe, he 
pitched upon eight perfons to manage his ex- 
chequer. Thefe were Alexander lord Ur- 
quhart, prefident of the college of juilice, Wal- 
ter Stuart comtnendator of Blantyre, lord 
privy-feal, Carnegy of CoUuthy, Lindfay par- 
fon of Mammore, Elphinfton of Innernity, Ha^ 
miltoQ of Drumcarny, Skene clerk of regifter,^ 
all lords of feffion, and Mr. Young, the king's 
almoner, f The vaft authority given to thofe 
eight perfons, renders it probable that James 
wanted to diveft himfelf of all power of being, 
longer lavifh to his menials and favourites; 
for when their commiflion was publifhed, his 
courtiers faid that he had referved nothing for 
himfelf to difpofe of. The Oftavians (for fo 
they were called from their number) aflfeded 
great airs of ceconomy, and affiduoufly applied 
th^mfelves to the examination of the public 
accounts, in which they found great deficien- 
cies from the management of the late finan- 
cers. Perceiving, however, that it would be 
difficult, if not impoffible, for them either to 
bring them to an account,' or. to oblige them 

to 
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to refign their offices, they compromifed mat- a. d. 1595. 
ters by way of barter and fale ; and Glamis, 
the late treafurer, with the deputy- treafurer, 
Melvil, were fuffered to retire with as much 
of the public plunder as the indolence of 
James, or the interefts and views of their fuc- 
qeffors, fuffered them to carry off. After thofe 
arrangements were made, the new minifiers 
preffed Jana^s to create Urquhart lord chancel- 
lor ; but though he was an i^nexceptionable 
perfon, James knew he was obnoxWs to the 
clergy, and loved his own quiet too well to 
gratify their requeft. By fome difpatches of 
Bowes to his court, it appears that the queen 
employed all her intereft in favour of Ur- 
quhart ; but that the falary of the place, which 
was follicited by Montrofe, Was faddled with 
two thoufand pounds Scots yearly, payable to 
the duke of Lenox. 

Early in the year 1596, the public both of r^^^^^ 
England and Scotland being alarmed with a re- 
port of a- new Spanilh invafion, James pub- 
liflied a proclamation, commanding all his fub- 
jcSts to appear at a general mufter on the fe*^ 
cond of February following. The proclama- 
tion feems to have been drawn up by Eliza- 
beth herfelf, or fome of her minifters, fo much 
is it in favour of his alliance with England, 
and fo zealous for her glory. I do not per- 
ceive that the Spaniards had any real friends in 
Scotland, except a few enthufiaft priefts j and 
U u a I be- 
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A* D* 1596. I believe the popifh lords, had they made any 
promifes to ferve Philip, never thought of per- 
fprming them, but to obtain money. The 
brave independent fubjcAs of Scotland dif- 
dainedr the tame compliances pf James with a 
princefs, whofe avowed condu6): pointed out 
Brmex- flavery. to him and themfelves. Buccleugh^ 
Buwkugh. '^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ fpirited baron whom I 
have fo often mentioned^ had then the com- 
mand of Liddefdale upon the borders, being 
one of the Scotch wardens. He had ferved 
with great reputation in the Netherlands in 
' the caufe of liberty, at the head of a regi- 

ment, which he himfelf had raifed and <:arried 
oven Upon his return he had fome dealings 
with the lord Scroop, who was the oppofite 
warden ; and as the puiillanimity of James fuf-' 
fered the Englifh to treat him as a vafial of 
their miftrefs, they carried oS one Armftrong 
prifoner to Carlifle, on the very day of a con- 
ference, which the laws and cuftoms of the bor- 
ders had rendered facred from hoftilities and 
perfonal arrefts. Buccleugh complained loudly 
of this breach of national faiih, and the in- 
dignity done to his mafter, Elizabeth and her 
minifters laughed at their remonftrances, and 
detained the man prifoner, till Buccleugh's in^ 
dignation impelled him to draw out two hun- 
dred of his own followers, with whom he 
fcaled and furprized the caftle of Carlifle, and 
freed the prifoner. This brave aftion was per- 
formed 
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formed with fo cool a refohition, that Arnr* A.o.i»fc 
ftrong, when delivered from his fetters, badd 
lord Scroop and his deputy (who were in the 
next houfe or room) good night. No dooif 
was forced opeti, but that where the prifoner 
was confined. No booty was made, though 
Buccleugh might have plundered the place^- 
and taken the Englifli warden prifoner ; and 
Buccleugh carried Armftrong off unnralefted April j. 
by any of his own or his mafter's enemies^ , 
who inhabited the places through which he 
conduced him. 

Elizabeth's haughty fpirit could not brobk J'Jb a. ' 
this gallant aftion. She ordered Bowes to dc- ifl*iute«. , 
mand fatisfaftion, and that Buccleugh ihould 
be delivered up her prifoner. His defence was 
modeft and manly. He pleaded that he had 
done nothing but what was ftricHy confiftcnt 
with the laws of the borders : that he had 
offered violence to none, nor committed any 
hoflilities. He fubmitted at the fame time to 
be tried by commiffioners appointed by the 
two monarchs, according to antient treaties^^ 
The indignity done to Scotland by Elizabeth's 
demand, raifed a fpirit againft the Englifli^ 
which James was for fome time forced feem- 
ingly t6 comply with ; but this fliew of refolu- 
tion was not of long duration. Hoftilitics now 
broke out upon the borders i and Elizabeth in** 
fitting upon fatisfaftion, James was incan 
enough to commit Buccleugh prifoner to St. 

Andrew's, 
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^P-959^ Andrew's, from whence he was foon after re- 
leafed, on condition of delivering himfelf up 
to Elizabeth, who permitted him to return 
home. The Weftern Iflands were in as turbu- 
lent a ftate as the borders ; aiid James ordered 
colonel Stuart to raife a thoufand men, to be 
paid by the public, to reduce them. Their 
rendezvous was appointed to be in Auguft at 
Dumbarton ; but the dread of an armed force 
had fo good an effed, that the chief iflanders 
fubmitted to the king's authority, and gave 
bail for their good behaviour, 
On^nivf The dread of a Spanilh invafion was a per- 
petual fource of alarm to the nation, which 
the clergy did not fail to improve to their own 
purpofes. A bond, or covenant, was. drawn 
up, by which the fubfcribers, after renounc- 
ing the errors of popery, and making profef- 
fion of the proteftant faith, folemnly bqund 
themfelves to maintain the true religion, and 
to defend the king's perfon and goyernment 
againft all foreign and domefiic enemies. How- 
ever fafhionaUe it has been, iince the firil for- 
mation of this famous covenant, to deteftand 
decry it, and whatever convulfions . it may 
have occafioned in the ftate, yet its principles 
are thofe of true liberty, and worthy of a peo- 
ple determined to maintain themfelves in their 
civil and religious rights. When we coniider 
the charaders and defpotic conduft of the 
princes under whom it was afterwards held to 

be 
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be treafonable, we cannot be at a lofs to ac- A.p*i5^ 
count for the uncourtly manner in which it has 
been treated. I will, however, venture to fay,, 
that the propoiitions it contains are plain, iim- 
pie, and conftitutional. Aflbciations of the, 
fame kind were then comnlon all over Europe ; 
and one of them which took place near a cen- 
tury afterwards, iaved the laws and liberties of 
Great Britain. It was figned by James, his no- 
l?ility, clergy, and his people in general, and. 
the clergy had recourfe to it at the period I 
am now treating of; but it muft be owned 
that the clergy carried their views farther than, 
the words of the inftrument can warrant. 

A. committee of their number was appointed Treadwiie 
to wait upon James, and to lay before him «^cias9r» 
their apprehenfions. His anfwer was, " that 
though he had not much to apprehend from 
the Spaniards, yet he had no objedions to • 
their giving him their advice.'* A national faft 
was appointed, and they advifed James to pro- 
ceed with the utmoft rigour againft all who 
correfponded with the popifli lords ; that the 
revenues of the latter fhould be applied to- 
wards raifing and maintaining a body of 
troops ; and that proper captains ihould be ap- 
pointed throughout all the pariihes in th^ 
kingdom to inftruft them in military exerci- 
fes and difcipline. They added, that James 
ought to call upon the fureties of the exiled 
lords for payment of their forfeited bonds* 

Nothing 
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A.D.s59«. Nothing could be more difrefpeftful to the 
royal authority, or more oppofite to the pri- 
vate fentiments of James himfelf, than the 
whole of this advice. He had long refolved 
to pardon and recall the exiled lords, and had 
confidentially intimated the fame to Bruce, 
who! was the moft popular of his clergy. That . 
demagogue excepted againft Huntley, who 
had already obtained leave from James to re- 
turn, but not to appear in public. Angus 
was then lurking in Scotland ; and Errol be- 
ing known by the tallnefs and comelinefs of 
his perfon, had been made prifoner by Elizabeth's 
allies in the Netherlands, from whom he ef- 
caped to Scotland, by making his keepers 
drunk. As the warm fide which James had 
towards the banifhed lords was well known to 
the public, he openly pleaded his own caufe with 
great plaufibility. He obferved, that Elizabeth 
was now grown old ; that it was neceflary for 
him, in cafe his acccflion to the crown of Eng- 
land was difputed, to have all his fubjefts of 
his antient kingdom united ; and that in fuch 
an event none could dp him fo much fervice as 
Huntley. James, made this declaration to a 
convention which he had called at Falkland, to 
which Huntley offered any fecurity that could 
be demanded for his good behaviour. The 
members approved of the king's fentiments, 
which were foon after ratified in another con- 
vention which was held at Dumfermling,' on 

pretence 
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pretence of regulating the baptifm of the A^aisgi^ 
new-born princefs. 

The king's refolution to recall the exiled lords upon 
was no fooner made public, than the preachers l^^ 
exceeded all bounds of moderation. By their ^^aJ,**'** 
own powers, they threa:tened the lord Sea- 
ton, who was prefident of the feffion, with ex- 
.communication. James employed fome of hii 
counfellors to reafon with their heads; but 
they were found to be intraftablc : upon which 
an open breach enfued between James and his 
clergy. He obferved, with great juftice, that 
he was no better than a cypher in his own 
Jtingdom, fo long as they could arbitrarily ex- 
ercife the powers of excommunication agaii^ft 
his fubjefts for what they had done in their 
civil capacities. The ftorm was increafed by 
the behaviour of one Black, who had in his 
pulpit called Elizabeth an atheift, and the wor« 
ihip of her church no better than a (hew of re* v 
ligion. Black was fummoned to appear before 
the council ; but he appealed to the ecclefiafti- 
cal fynod, in which he was feconded by the 
clergy in general. James iflued proclamations 
againfi all meetings of the parliament without 
his permiifion. Their anfwer was, as ufual, that 
they were refolved to obey God rather than 
man, and to take care that the dburch (hould 
receive no detriment; thereby affuming to them- 
felves dictatorial powers in the ftate, and reviv- 

Vol. VIII. Xx ing 
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A.D.159^. Jng the very word and moft dangerous princi- 
ples of popery. 

A tmniOt. The clergy accnfed the Oftavians as being the 
alithors of the public difturbances, and carried 
matters againft the government fo far, that they 
put the royal authority to defiance, and obliged 
James-, forhis own fafety, to take vigorous mea- 
fures, after having offered them very reafonable 
terms of accommodation. The chriftening be- 
ing performed, the tempefl; grew ungovern- 
able, and Black was accufed of having perfuaded 
feveral noblemen, barons, and others, to take 
the field in a treafonable manner. James, who 
difliked coming to extremes, endeavoured to 
convince the clergy how dangerous their pro- 
ceedings were, and promifed that Black fhould 
meet with a very mild ccnfure, if he would 
appear before the council and acknowledge the 
trhnes that were proved upon him, and afk 
the queen of England's pardon. Thefe reafon* 
able propofals, and many others, in which James 
defcended from his regal dignity (fo apprehen- 
five was he of the confequences of a rupture) 
were all rejefted. The difference was fo- 
mented by the enemies of the Oftavians who 
were about court Black received fentence 
to be baniflied to the north, till his majefty's 
pleafure fhould be further known. The com- 
mifBonerafrom the clergy were ordered to leave 
Edinburgh, and a new treaty was fct on foot, 

in 
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in whiclk the lords Lindfay and Forbes, the ba- a.d. 1596. 
rons of Bargeny and Buchan, with the clergy- 
men Brace and Watfon, attended James as de- 
puties from the church. The king demanded 
to know who they were that dared to af- 
femblc againft his proclamation f The lord 
Lindfay replied, «* They durft do that, and more ; 
and would not fuffer religion to be over- 
thrown.* 

Some people breaking into the room, James Jj^^^ 
was obliged to leave it ; and when the deputies sow. 
returned to their principals, the tumult rofe to 
iuch a height, that they called out to arms ; 
and certainly would have forced the doors o( 
the 2tx>m where James remained, had they not 
been oppofed by the more moderate and 
fubftaotial part of the citizens. James fent 
the earl of Mar, the lord Pittenweem, and the 
baron of Traquatr, to confer with the mi- 
niiters of Edinburgh; and it was with fome 
difficulty diat he was permitted to return to 
his palace. Next day, fre(h deputies were 
chofen to treat with thofe of the king ; but 
the party Hill infifting upon the moft unreafon* 
able demands, James fled to Linlithgow, and 
iffued ^ proclamation difcharging all judicatories 
from fitting at Edinburgh, and all noblemen 
and barons from refiding in that city, and com- 
manding them to retire to their rcfpeftive 
homes. 

Xxa This 
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A.D, 1596. This proclamation had a very confiderable ef- 
Sobmiffion fcd:^ efpecially upon the people of Edinburgh, 
^Mal*"" who inclined to throw themfelves at the king's 
kiujh. £gg(. £qj. pardon. The violent demagogues drew 
up a frefh aflbciation, in which they had but lit- 
tle fuccefs ; and lord Hamilton with the baron of 
Buccleugh were invited to join it. One Welch, 
a preacher, declared from the pulpit, *« That the 
king was pofleiTed with the devil, and that the 
fubjefts might lawfully rife, and take the fword 
out of his hand." The lord Hamilton waited 
upou James, and gave him the treafonable invi- 
tation he had received from the clergy. An 
order upon this was fent to the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh to imprifon their preachers ; but the 
latter fled to Newcaftle. The magiftrates in 
the moft humble manner endeavoured to clear 
themfelves from all concern in the tumult^ 
which the council declared to be high-treafoa ; 
andconfequentlyallits devifers, executors, and 
partakers, were denounced traitors. James 
made great difficulty in fuffering the deputies 
from the town to be admitted to his prefence ; 
but at laft he ordered the magiftrates to furreh- 
der their power and the cuftody of their city 
to the earl of Mar, and the lords Seaton and 
Ochiltree -, which they did, and fully fatisfied 
him that the principal magiftrates and inhabit* 
tants were innocent as to the riot. Archbilhop 
r Spotfwood very properly obferves, in confir- , 

fpatioa of what Tacitus fitys on a like occafion, 

« That 



O F S C O T L A N D. 341 

^ That all confpiracies of the fubjeds, if they a. d. 159s. 
(acceed not, advance thefovcreignty." This was 
verified by the bad fuccefs of the late tumult. 
The citizens of Edinburgh furrendered their 
right of electing their minifters to James and his 
judges ; and he met with very little oppofition 
thereafter in ecclefiallical matters. James aded ,^^ 
up ta the height of royalty upon the occafion. 
He rejei^ed all offers of fuVmiilion from the 
magifirates of Edinburgh, and a motion was 
made in his council that the town fliould be 
razed, and a monumental pillar ereAed to com- 
memorate the treafon of the inhabitants. The 
ftates of Scotland again declared the tumult to 
be treafon, and all the miagiftrates were order- 
ed (o enter themfelves prifoners in Perth, till 
they ihould take their trial according to due 
coiirfe of law. 

Oac of the firft effecls of the late tumult TheOft»- 
was, that the Oclavians refigned their pofts, as ^j^ '^ 
not meeting with any encouragement for their 
fervices, and becaufe the queen's expences were 
too great for them to fupply. The king ac- 
cepted of their refignations, and Spotfwood 
has a good opinion of their ihort adminifira- 
tion. In the mean while, James received a let- 
ter from Elizabeth, in which flie obliquely ad- 
vifed him to mild meafures towards his clergy; 
which was according to the fentiments of. 
James himfelf. A national affembly was fum- 
moned to meet at Perth on the laft of Febru- 
ary, 

I 
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A.o.t5^. aiy, in whidst James iafiftcd iipon an acknow^ 
ledgement, by bond, of his royal power abovs 
tibem in all canfes of fedition, ireafon^ and ^tber 
civil andoimioal matters, and in all ipeeches 
tittered by them in pulpits, fchools, or oth^r- 
wikj which might import the faid crimes, or 
any of them* James next reqiaired his clergy 
to aooept of Hantky's offei^ to fatisfy the 
chiurdi4 The northern clergy w^ere compilable 
to the will of James ; but defired to be excu&d 
itkbfcribitig any bond till they aOemblcd at 
Perth, where they afterwards gave him all the 

Spotfwoed. iktisfactton he required. His difficulties now 
tame from another quarter ; for the earl of 
Huntley declined making the fatisfadionto the 
church, for which James had promifed in his 
name. He wrote upon this occalion a feverc 
letter to Huntley; but every meafure of the 
alfembly tending to the advancement of the 
royal authority, orders were given for taking 
off the fentence of excommunication from 
Huntley and the other two earls. Their jefuits 
and priefts for fome time oppofed the reconcili* 
ation; but it was at laft effected, and the tran* 
quility of the north was reftored. It cannot be 
denied, that James acted through the whole 
differences he had with the church with a pros- 
per fpirit ; but then we are to obferve, that h§ 
was fupported by his great noblemen, whofis 
Intereft it was to deprefs the high powers af^ 
fomed by the clergy, however they might 

fometimes 
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Ibmetimes avail themfclves of them for their a. &. 159^ 
own purpofes. 

Jame^ having fettled ecclefiaftkal affairs to jameibe- 
his otm miRd, and his people returning to a ter of hit 
ftate of compofiirc, had now feifttre to refume ^^^^ 
the perfccution of fnppofed witches, wizards, 
and necromancers. He was then bnfied in writ- 
ing his famous but ridiculous Dacmonologf, to 
prove the reality of witchcraft and fupematu* 
ral agency by the devil ; and his royal opinion 
was fealed by the innocent blood of many un- 
happy wretches who were accufed. This per- 
fecution was interrupted by frefh diforders up- 
on the borders, in which the Scotch wardens^ 
and other fubjeds, fecm to have been to blame. 
The truth is, Elizabeth's great age had encou- 
raged the Scotch to fome enormities, and flie 
ordered Sir William Bowes to complain o£ 
them to James, while he was at Dumfries. 
James excufcd hrmfelf in the beft manner he 
could*, laid the fault upon his unruly fub- 
jcds ; obliged fome of the ring-leaders ta enter 
into recognizances for keeping the peace ; and 
propofed an exchange of hoftages for the fame 
purpofe. A parliament being fummoned to Rmet't 
meet at Edinburgh in November, James hur- 
ried to his capital, and the popifli Icwrds were 
reftored to their eftates and honours. A large 
fum of money was evaded by way of peace- 
offering from the citizens of Edinburgh, who 
had been declared to have forfeited the privi- 
leges 
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A.D.B5f2w leges of their corporation, and to be liable ta 
all the penalties of treafon. James pretended 
that the favour he ihewed them in not razing 
the city to the ground, and not proceeding ca- 
piCally againft the citizens who were concerned 
in the late commotions, was owing to the in- 
terceffion of Elizabeth ; but ftill they were di- 
veftedof many valuable privileges. 
^J^ James had made the polity of his national 
church a particular objeft of his ftudy ; and 
he, perhaps, underflood it better than any king, 
of Scotland ever did* He refolved to improve 
to the utmofl the late advantages he had 
gained over his turbulent clergy^ and to make 
that order fubfervient to his former defign of 
hwnbling his great nobility* He artfully be- 
came the patron of the preachers ; and adlually. 
gained a majority of the order by propofing, 
that a number of them fliould be admitted to- 
feats in parliament, with the fame powers that 
]|ad been vefted in former bifliops and abbots. 
Nothing now withftood the prerogative. 
J^es, for two different affemblies, modelled 
the doArine and difcipline of his chiu-ch to his 
own liking. The preachers were reftrained 
from meddling with political or perfonal 
matters. Summary excommunications were de- 
clared unlawful. No general affembly was to 
be held without the king's authority, and he 
i^as invefted with a power of nominatiog 
minifters to the principal towns of his king- 
dom. 
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doift. By the iaterccfiioii of ihofe pliable ▲.D,l|9^ 
sffemblies the minifbcrs of Sdioburgh were 
permitted to return to their cure$ io that^ 
city; but their power and iaflqenc4 wer<i 
greatly abridged* In fliQrt, Jamcft remain-^ 
ed abfolute mafter of all eixlefialtical af^ 

By hi8 artful managemeot he prevailed witi^ 
the commifiioiLers of the general aiSsmbly to 
prefent a petition to parliament^ that the mi^ 
nifters, as rspFefenting the church and third ef» 
tate of the kingdom, might he admitted to vote 
in the hcufe^ according to the afits made in 
favour of lh4i church. James obtained vafrad* 
vantages fronfi the ^definite manner in which 
this petition was worded; for it met with Djfficuititt 

* ' • of Jamcaj 

a ftrcvng oppofitifon : but at laft he had the ad-r with hit 
drefs to get an aft paflecL authorizing the tdx- 
nifters and paftors whom his majefty fhould 
dignify with the titles of bifhop or abbot, to 
fit in parliament as freely as any ecdefiaftical 
prelate had formerly done. To take away all 
jealoufy, as if Jitmes intended to reflore pre- 
lates to their ancient ecclefiaftical juriCdiction, 
it was referred to the general affembly ta 
determine what authority they ware to have ia 
the government of the church. The clergy 
faw that the intention of James^ through all 
its difguifes, was to reftore prelacy^ that 
he might have always a proper balance 
againft the great notHUty, Many of then}^ it 
V6L. VIII. Y y is 



clergy. 
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A. D. 1597. is true, were dazzled with the lufire of a feat 
in parliament ; but the majority made a ilrong 
oppofition. They infifted that the number of 
ecclefiaftical votes fiiould be fifty-one, as in 
the times of popery ; but that the whole body: 
of the clergy (hould have, at leaft, a conjun^ 
voice with his majefty, as to the manner of their 
election, their revenues, duration, and titles, 
James thinking that he had fecured his main 
point by the aft of parliament, gave foft anfwers 
to all the demands of the clergy, in hopes of 
every day fucceeding to the crown of England, 
when it would be in his power to aft with more 
decifion. All he could do did not quiet the ap- 
prehenfions of the moft penetrating preachers. 
T" Cover over your fchemes (faid one of them to 
• hhn) with what varnifh yqu pleafc ; drefs the 
intruder with the utmoft art ; yet, ftill, under all 
the difguife, I can fee the horns of his mitre." 
Birch's Me- Jamcs inherited from his mother a large 
Eiii'b^Ui. flilre of diflimulation and fecrecy in bufinefs. 
He employed Mr. Bruce to be his refident at 
the Englifli court. Bruce was a man of bufinefs, 
fagacity, and intrigue. He was aflifted by Mr. 
David Foulis, a man of the fame charafter, and 
apolite fcholar ; and through their management 
he underftood that the fecret fentiments of the 
nobility of England were in favour of his fuc- 
jam€. cor- ceffion. None of them, however, was fo fpr- 
^ wtfh thl ward as the great earl of Effex. That noble^ 
fel! ''^^^" man, the moft accompliflied of any in his time, 

. with 



O F S C O T L A N D. 347 

with every gift of nature except patience, had a, d. 1593. 
conceived a difguft at Elizabeth's behaviour, ■ ' 

and the condud of her miniftry, particularly 
of Sir Robert Cecil, who , was fecretary of 
ftate. James a£feded to place great confidence 
in him, and he anfwered it by letters contain-; 
ing expreffions by no means compatible with* 
the allegiance due to his lawful fovereign. 
" If I Ihould (fays he, in one of them) only re-, iwd. f.ijs. 
gard the weaknefs of mine own merit, without 
having an eye unto the exceeding bounty 
whereby your majefty hath quickened me to 
make a prefent of all that fervice which ray 
poor ability may perform, I {bould have for-, 
born to have made this paper a witnefs of my 
boldnefs. But in what manner could I have 
formed a plea in excufe of inexpiable ingra- 
titude, if I had. not by fome lines given a tafte 
of the affeftion of my heart, which breathes on- 
ly after the profperous fuccefs of a king of fo 
much worth, whofe fervant I am born by na- 
ture, and by duty am obliged to exercife all the 
powers both of my mind and body in advanc- 
ing his defigns? Therefore fuch as I am, and 
all whatfoever I am (though perhaps a fubjeft 
of fmall price) I confecrate unto your regal 
throne ; protefting, that what . defeft foever 
may be incident unto me, I fhall appear mor^ 
fitly to be fet on the fcore of error than of 
wilfulnefc/' 

Y y 2 It 
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A.i>. 1597* It would far exceed my bofund J, fliouldt 1 pnr- 
!f*Eul^*"' foe James thro' other contieftians he formed at 
^^^ this time with the Englilh nobility. It is ftif- 
ficient to fay> that he Vccei-ved from them fiich 
aflurancesy that he did not think himfelf longer 
, obliged to be fo fervildy complaifant, as he 
hzA formerly been, to Elizabeth. That prin* 
ce6, gld, peevrfh, and infirm, as flie was, retain- 
ed fufficient fenfibiUty to perceive this, and 
gave way to her puritans writing libels agatinft 
the fucceflkm of James to the Englilh* crown, 
without Ihewing them any marks of her dif- 
pleafare. They were anfwered by the friends 
. . of James, w^io maintained his caufe with great 
warmth ; and Elizabeth infirndied her mifiifter 
Bowes, more than once, to complain of his 
. winking at the diforders upon the borders ; his 
fccretly leaning towards popery; and his fail- 
ing in the rcfpetft he owed to her perfon. In 
fine of the difpatches fhe fent on this occafion, 
between the figfiature of her name at the top * 
and the firft line of the inftrudions, ihe'iiQfert- 
ed with her own hand the following very re^ 
markable words : ^< I wonder howba^minded 
that king thinks me, that with patience t can 
digeft this di&onourable treatment ! I^t him, 
Iherefbne, know, that I wilt hav^ fati^aftjon, 

prtlfe'» 

jtmei femii Jf we ^Milder the near probability of the 
fa"or°to tiie fucceifion of James, we may queftion whethdr 
pu^** EUjsabeth would have found it praAicable to 

have 
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hg^e put hat tlsreats in e^secation j tut flic was ^^* ^^w- 
prevented by hit fubmiflion and {)roteftations^ 
Vrhich I perceive feoo after drew from her, re- 
mittances to Cfae amount of feven thousand 
founds fierling. In the mean while, James» 
partlj by way of precs^utioci, but chiefly to 
gratiiy his natural paffion for embaffies, no* 
mmated the bifliop of Aberdeen and Sir l^eter 
Ycrong to the princes of Germany, ** to con- 
dude with them a provifional trea4y for their 
affifiance, in eafe his fucceffion in England 
ihonld be difputed. His inftruclionis to them 
were to declare, that he did not taind to of- 
fend the queen in any fort, whom he loved and 
honoured n his mother, wi&ing her many and 
happy days, but only to ftrengthen himfi^^ 
againftwijuft pretenders; and if, in the mean 
time, they ihouid be pleafed, by a common 
emba£&ge, to entreat the queen to declare, in 
her own time, the right fucceffor, for prevent- 
ing the plots and pradices of enemies, he 
would take it for a lingular friendfliip at theup 
hands." Thofe embafladors vifited the courts 
of Runiwick, Brandenburgh, HeSe, Saxony^ 
Mecklenburgh, and Slefwidc. Thofe princes^ 
who were all of them in alfiance with Eliza- 
beth, and moft of them her pcnfioners, ioiew 
how tender flie was in the affair of her fuccef- 
£on ; but they were fenfible, at the fame time, 
how dangerous it would be for them to dit 
4^Uge James, Their general aalwcr was cau» 

tiousy 
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^'>-«557. tious, butrefpeaful : " That though bis Jna^ 
jefty's right was not unknown to them, they 
did efteem it an ad of great wifdom in him, 
to make his friends acquainted with the excep^^* 
tions taken againfl his title, that, when occa- 
fion required, nothing might be wanting that 
lay in their power. But to move the queen, 
for declaring her fucceffor, they held it dan- 
gerous, and feared it ihould not fo much pro* 
mote the buiinefs as offend hen Always they 
fliould advife and take counfel with their con* 
federates and allies, and ^follow the coYrfe 
which was moft likely for his benefit." 
SMeoftiie Though James repeated his proteftations to 
Elizabeth of his enmity to Spain, and his dif- 
pofiition for maintaining peace on the borders^ 
yet hoftilities. continued there as flagrant as 
ever. The particulars of the mutual invafions 
of banditti are of little importance to hiftory 
at this time. JBuccleugh, and Mary's friends^ 
or tjieir defcendants, could never forget or for- 
give, her fate, and left, no opportunity of car- 
rying fire, and fword into England upon the 
moft trifling provocation, which was generally 
retaliated upon the borders of Scotland* 
Thofc inroads were commonly attended with 
executions of the moft notorious thieyes, to 
the number fometimcs of thirty or forty, 
which were performed without any formality 
of law. When commiflipners were appointed to 
punifh thofe enormities, both parties defend^ 

what 
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whait they had done; fpr no indifferent €vi- A.D.1J91. 
dence could be obtained, and very little good 
refalted from any meeting of that kind. Eli- 
sabeth fent Sir William Bowes with a letter of 
complaint, which has come to our hands, and 
which was prefented to James at Dumfries. It 
was anfweted by him in the ufual drain of 
compliance ; but I find no effed followed. An 
attempt that fome Spaniards had made (in 
which they failed) to fortify a fmall ifland, or ' 
rather rock, off the weftern coaft of Scotland, 
revived Elizabeth's jealoufy ; but James cleared 
himfelf to her fatisfadtion. 

The death of lord Burleigh, which hap- OMiirf 
pened this year, freed James from the moil in- 
veterate enemy his country or family ever 
had. That he was a mihifter of great fagacity, 
penetration, and afliduity, and that he was a 
fuccefsful as well as faithful fervant to his mif- 
trefs, cannot be denied. I will venture, how- 
ever, to fay, that his behaviour towards Scot- 
land, efpecially in the affair of Mary, was 
mean, treacherous, and bloody, and*fuch as 
none but a man of the bafeft fpirit could have 
fubmitted to praftife. 

The family of James W2^ now encreafcd by Kcwatei. 
the birth of another daughter ; but indolence, jUkT* 
want of frugality, and an undifcerning profu- 
fion, joined to the expences of foreign embaf- 
fies, kept his^finances as low as ever. A con- 
vention of tl^e ftates was held in Odober for 

the 
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A»D*f|9S> t&e refgulacion <if th« coin; and iip<^n its rifiag; 
James applied himii^f feriouily to plan oot a^ 
new adminiftration. Sir David Murray^ \Ao 
was treated lord Scoon, was made comptroUet 
of the exchequer. The earl of Gaffils fuc-^ 
ceeded the prior of Blamtyre as treiftrrer ; hue 
the favourite fecretary of ftite recommended 
bis brother lord Elphinfton, and he obtaiaied 
that high poft. A new coDndl coniifting of 
thirty-one perfons, fixteen to be nobles^ and 
the reft banons, was appointed. Their headsr 
were the duke of Lenox, the earls of Angus,- 
Caffils, Mar, Glencaim, and Montrofe, the 
lords deatot), Fleming, Livingftoii, (who as 
well as Elphinfioa were now agreed with Mar) 
Ochiltree, Newbottle, and Spyny* They wciv 
to afiemble at court twice a week } and amdng^ 
other powers, had that of fining and impiilbn-^ 
ing the authors of all i&furre£tions. Two him-' 
dred thoufand marks were granted by a new* 
convention for defraying the expence of fo- 
reign emb^fladors. James forced the cl/srgy' 
and citizens of Edinburgh to double the num*« 
ber of their minifters, in order to diminiflv 
their power; and he received fuch fuppliea 
frbm his people, as enabled him to give a de- 
cent reception to the queen's brother, the 
duke of Holftein, who this year p^ him ar 
vifit. The poft of chancellor remaining ftill 
vacant, it was given to the earl of Montrpfe, 
and the lord Hamilton and the earl o£ Hunti^ 

ley 
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Uy were created marquifes; a title that was ^^'^-'ss** 
new 111 Scotland. . 

While James was thus fettling the internal 1599. 
^ate of his kingdom^ and to all appearance tnguTiwUh 
upon excellent terms with Elixabeth^ he found tl^T*^ 
himfelf plunged into frelh difficulties with 
that princefs. She was difpleafed with the em- 
baify he had fent to the proteftant princes of 
German^^ and highly offended at the favour«<> 
able ezpreifions he daily threw out in favout 
of popery. The truth is, that James was fond 
of figuring as a great fcholar^ politician, and 
divine^ among foreign princes \ and he had the 
iranity to think that he was born with learning 
and abilities fufficient to reconcile the Romiih, 
to the reformed, church. It is uncertain whe- 
ther fome letters did not pafs between him and 
hi$ holinefs on that fubjecl, even while he waft 
in Scotland ; but a difcovery which was at this 
time made, more deeply afie6:ed his chamber* 

The intriguing mailer of Gray, ever fince he 
had been forced to leave Scotland, had com*- 
xupnly refided at Rome, where he received in- 
telligence of a letter which had been fent from 
James to pope Clement the eighth^ recom- 
mending the biihop of VaifTon to a cardinal's 
hat Gray had the addrefs to obtain a.copy 
of this Utter, which contained feveral exprejf* 
fions very favourable to popery^ and he put it 
into Elizabeth's hands* Elizabeth ordered 
Bowes, her embaffadorj to ta^s; Jamas with the 

Vol. VIII. Z z letter ; 
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A. D. 1599. letter; and, as he well might, he difclaimcd all 
knowledge of it ; but was ftartled when he 
heard that the court of Rome made no fecret 
of the letter, and boailed of James as a va- 
luable acquiiition to their church. /Upon en- 
quiry, it was found that fuch a letter had ac- 
tually been ligned by James ; and that it waB 
conveyed to the pope's hands by Sir Edward 
Drummond, who was a profeft papift. The 
matter had a fufpicious appearance ; but after- 
wards took fuch a turn, that his fecretary 
Elphinfton confeffed he had obtained the 
fignaturc of James to the letter by furrepti- 
tibufly {huffling it in among other papers which 
he was to fign. As the aflFair became after- 
wards of confequence to the ftate, I fliall only 
obferve here, that there is too much reafon for 
believing, that if James was impofed upon, his 
queen was a party in the fraud. No woman 
was more likely than fhe was, to accept of mo- 
ney for the management of fuch a tranfadiou. 
I am, however, of opinion, that James was 
no ftranger to the letter ; but I fliall have here- 
after occafion to refume this fubject. 
Difcovery Eliz^bcth fcemcd to lay no great ftrefs upon 
iSr^' t^e authenticity of the abovementioned letter, 
jamw, ^g ^g ^y^^ jjQ^ poffeffed of the original ; but 
flie could not bear to fee the party of James 
fo ftrong in England, and refolved to humble 
him, in a manner peculiar to herfelf. One 
Thpmas had been taken up for a robbery ; and 

to 
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to fave his life, he obtained an audience from a. d. 1599. 
Elizabeth, in which he pretended that he had 
been employed by James in a deiign upon her 
life. Elizabeth ordered Bowes to talk with 
James upon this pretended difcovery; but at 
the fame time (he made fo light of it, that fhe 
oflFered to clear him from all fufpicion by a 
public declaration of his innocency. James 
treated the whole affair with the utmoft con- 
tempt. He had penetration eiiough to fee that 
it was an invention of Elizabeth, to make him . 
more dependent upon her, as a fufpicion of 
that kind muft be very unfavourable for his 
fucceflion. Elizabeth ordered Bowes again to 
upbraid him for lofirig the refped that was due 
to her perfon and dignity. James, upon re- 
cotifideration, found himfelf . in a difagreeable 
fituMioQ, efpecially after he underftood that 
Elizabeth, from a pretended tendernefs to 
him^ had put a flop to the profecution of the 
criminal. Had he ihewed an indifference, he 
was afraid that Elizabeth would order Thomas 
to be e^^ecuted upon his confefiion, which 
might give a deep wound to his charafter in 
the eyes of the Englifh ; and therefore he 
deigned to fpeak to Bowes, and to difclaim in 
the moft folemn, earned manner, all kind of 
knowledge of, or connection with, Thomas. 
• The whole of the above tranfadlion has been 
mifreprefented by Camden ; but it appears from 
the difpatches of Bowes himielf, that he had 
Zz 2 bcfen 
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A.p.i59f- been font to Scotland to form a party againft 
Jame$, on pretence of oppoiing the papiils. 
Tbisi though not mentioned by hiftoriansy is 
plain from the words of one of his letters to 
queen Elizabeth. " Now (fays he) where it 
pleafctb your majefty, in the end of your in- 
ilruAions, fummarily to draw them to two 
beads, the^ former hath been (in the premifes) 
fatisfied fo far as I could, in the letter ; which 
is to note unto your majefiy, the names of 
fuch noblemen, barons, and good patriots, 
with whom your majefty may fettle fome par* 
ticular correfpondency, for the fafety of the 
king and his eftate againfl the common enemy ; 
I moft humbly befeech your majefty to receive 
for anfwer, that my former fmall acquaintance 
in thefe parts, and the fhortnefs of the timo 
afford me not fui&cient means to gratify yo^r 
majefty 's e^pedation on thia behalf; only I am 
firongly peirfuaded, by the moft honcft and 
wife of this nation that I meet withal, that in 
all parts of this kingdom, which have received 
the cKCrciic of religion, efpecially the ba* 
rons and boroughs, will be more jbhan double 
the force of any other part whatfoerer^ which 
will bend themfelves to favour the Spaniardi 
or the Romifh religion." 
^^ The prudence of James, which was di^^ated 
liihe? hi! by his ionocency on this occaQon, in refofing 
poron. to accept of any exculpation from Elizabeth, 
difappgdiited that princcls^ and raifed his cha^ 

racier, 
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rader. The publication of his BafiUcoa Doron aj>.is99. 
at the fame time did litm vaft fervice neith the 
people of England. It is a treatife concerning 
the art of government, written with modera* 
tion and good fenie ; and though in fome paf- 
fages filled with pedantic learning, few better 
book& have fince been publiflied on the fubjeft. 
It was addrefled to his ion prince Henry ; and 
the publication of it was owing to the follow* 
ing circumfiances. James had made ufe of 
one « Semple to tranfcribe this work, and Sem«^ 
p]|p had entriifted the reading of it to Mr. An« 
, drew Melvil, the clergyman, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned. As James, through the 
courfe of his performance, difcovers great at* 
tachment to the epifcopal order, and lays down 
maxims of government by no means corrc* 
-iponding with thofe of his clergy, Melvil ex- 
trafted fome paflages of it to lay before the fy- 
nod of St. Andrew's, to have it feverely cen* 
fured. The king^s commiffioners and friends 
in the fynod having difcovercd the perfon who 
had prefented the excepted paffages as being ' 

libellous, he was denounced a rebel, upon his 
not appearing, according to fummons, before 
the counciL . The publication of the book was 
thus baftened, to prevent any bad impreffions 
which the people of England, and the mode* 
rate party in Scotland, might receive of its -^ 
tendency ; and it had the defired effed. 

The 
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A.o.isj^. The king, to prove how thoroughly he wat 
iniS"^* now emancipated from the tutelage of hi» 
g^X" t{r <^Jcrgy, defired Elizabeth to fend him this year 
a company of Englifh comedians. She com- 
plied^ and James gave them a licence to a6): in 
his capital, and in his court. I have great rea« 
fon to think that the immortal Shakefpear was 
of the number. But his drama, which. ^&ids 
accefs, at this day, to the nioft infenflble hearts, 
had ijo chasms in ^e eyes of the prefby terian 
clergy. They threatened excommunkation»and 
church cenfures to all who attended the pl^*« 
houfe. I (hall not enter into the queftion, Hg^r 
far dramatical entertainments are ferviceable # 
prejudicial to the morals of a people ? i^ut 
the clergy undoubtedly tranfgrefled their duty 
in attempting to fupprefs them, otherwife than 
by humble remonftrances. The votaries of 
the church of Scotland flood as much in dread, 
at this time, of eccleiiaftical fulminations, as 
thofe of Rome had ever done ; and many for- 
bore to attend the theatrical exhibitions. James 
coniidered the infolcnt interpofition of the 
clergy as a freih attack upon his prerogative, 
and ordered thofe who had been moft aftive in 
it to retracl their menaces; which they un- 
willingly did : and we are told that the play- 
houfe was then greatly crouded. 
i6co. The fpring and fummer of this year were 

f/ciafgow fpent in forwarding James's new plan of chqrcb- 
hH'icm^ government by the reftoration of the epifcopal 

ordwi 
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tMrder, which h§ had more than ever at heart, a, a t6a» 
In this he proceeded with great circumfpe^tion, 
and the new- appointed bifhops were aitiong the 
moft moderate of the prefbyterian order. 
By his influence the parliament pafled a 
vote for redoring Beaton, the popifh arch- 
bifhop of Glafgow, (the fame who had fo faith- 
fully ferved his mother abroad as her embaf- 
dbr) to the temporalities of that benefice, (thofe 
of the fee being, I apprehend, veiled in the 
dulf^f Lenox) ; and to Elizabeth's great dif- 
like^ James appointed him to be his ambafla- ^ 
dot at the French court, where he refided for 
^Me years after, in that charafter. James, by 
this appointment, wanted to fecure the friend- 
Ihip of the. French court, Ihouid his fuccef- 
fion to Elizabeth be difputed ; the wifdom and 
moderation of Beaton having gained him a 
great reputation in that country. Lord Hume, 
who was a papift, was about the fame time 
fent to execute a private commifiion at the 
court of Rome ; and James, afterwards, pub- 
lickly acknowledged the obligations he lay un- 
der to his holinefs for the kind and generous 
reception his ambaflador met with. Sir James 
Lindfay was employed as agent for James to 
keep the Englifh Roman catholics firm to the 
fuccefiion ; and he was fure of the afliftance of 
the northern powers, and even of the protef- 
tant princes of Germany, tho' they had not 
ventured* as yet to declare themfelves ex- 
plicitly. The 
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#.D.i<M rj^^ fubjefts of James wert fo fcnfible 6^^ 
the reafons he had for taking thoiefrecaution^^ 

Hew t^ that they acquiefced io all his meaiiires» and 

cMftimtioiu his government began to acquire a confiftency 
and firmnefs which it never had before. ' James 
prudently temporized with his clergy in the 
a&ir of epifcopacy, now that ke had broken 
thro' their independency upon the dvil power. 
They had agreed that a certain number of their 
order Ihould fit in parliament ; but that for 
each prelacy which was void^ fi^ peribns 
fhould be preienti^d to the king, of whom 
he was to nominate one. That the perCon £o 

SjotiWood. chofen **fliould not propofe to council^ conttfi;- 
tion or parliament^ in the name of the church, 
any thing without exprefs warrant and direc*- 
tion from the church ; neither ihould he con* 
fent nor keep filence in the faid conventions, 
if any thing was moved prejudicial to the weal 
and liberty thereof, under pain of depofitioh 
from his oflSice." He was to fabmit his con* 
du£i: in parliament to the general affembly, 
and be contented with that part of his bene- 
fice which ihould be given him for his living, 
without dilapidating or alienating any part of 
it To avoid the invidious term of bifhop or 
prelate, he was to be called commiflionGr of 
fuch or fuch a place, if the parliament thought 
proper ; otherwife the ailembly was to confi- 
der of fome other denomination for the 
office. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, the clergymen fitting in At d. 160a.. 
parliament were to be reprefentatives of the 
church ; and when We confider the plan in ge- 
neral^ it was wife, equitable, and moderate, (if 
we except the negative which this affembly 
was to have upon the proceedings of parlla- 
ment, and which might have been eafily Tjao^ 
delkd, fo as to reftrid it to dodrinal parts on-*, 
ly) and greatly fuperior to that motley kind 
of prelacy which afterwards took place in 
Scotland. ( 

During this mutual tranquility, James kept James cor- 
up his correfpondence with the earl of Effex! "ifhlhe 
The public* is no ftranger to the crimes and fcr!^^^^" 
punifhment of that illuftrious nobleman, tho^ 
his real views, if he had any that were not 
prompted by private refentment^ are ftill fe-? 
cret. He reprefentcd to James that all the 
places of power and truft in England were 
veiled in the enemies of the family of Stuart^ 
with an intention, iif cafe of Elizabeth's deaths 
to place the infanta of Spain on the throne 
of England. Though nothing could bfe more 
groundlef§ than this fuggeftion, yet James; 
wroie Elizabeth a letter, infoj:ming her of an- 
other intended invafion from Spain, and named 
the earl of Mar with the abbot of l^inlofs to 
be his ambaffadors at the Englilh court, Eli^- 
zabeth : treated the information with great diC" 
dain, and dropt fome expreffions asif ihe was 
no ftranger Jto the correfpondenc? carried on 

Voi;. yill. A a between 
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A.0. 160Q. between Xffcx and James. It is extremely te- 
Qiarkable» ^at £0 iccret was Jaoies in liis Qpe-* 
rations, he was at this verj time cairying on 
another correfpondence with fccrctary Cecili 
the capital enemy of Effex. 

This autumn one of the mod extraordinary 
confpiracies that hiftory mentions^ broke out 
in Scotland. I ihall relate the particulars as 
drawn up by James himfelf, and puhlilbed by 
his authority ; and, afterwards, make fome re- 
marks upon the improbabilities, contradiSions^ 
a^d inconfiftenqies that attend the whole ftory. 
Acooontof On the fifth of Auguft, as James was taking 
.copfpificy. horfe in the morning to go hunting in thg 
neighbourhiood c^ Falkland, he was accofted in 
a oaanner more refpe&ful than ufual by Alex* 
ander Ruthveil, brother to the esirl of Gowry, 
and ibn to that earl who had been beheaded in 
this reign. It may be here proper to inform tho 
reader, that the two brothers had received thdr 
education abroad ; that they were lockedupon 
as being more learned than noblemen generally 
arc I and that they had not only been reftwed 
by Jan^es to their family honours aind e&ate, . 
but diftiuguifhed by him with particular 
marks of his bounty. Having finifhed thecourfe 
of their education and travels, they returned 
through England to Scotland, where they re« 
fided at thw family-feat near Perth } but it k 
pretty certain that Elizabeth had found meao9 
to ^i the t9Tl in h^r iat^cft, and that fee 

Intended 
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inXcn^d'tOi make him her principal agent in Scot- ^ ^' >^^' 
tend. Be that as^it will^ this Alexander, who. Letter from 
it fecsmS) wa3 very handfome, and whom James Nevii'to^ 
iiii^pedted to have an intrigue with his^ wife, in* wi^'iSd. 
folded his majefty that the evening before he 
^a4 ieized a fufpicious fellow, muffled up in^a 
cloak which concealed a, large pot full of gold 
coin: that he hadfecured the fellow and his 
pot i« a fequeftered houfe, till he ihould know 
his: majiefty's pleafure ; for which purpofe ha 
h^d cpme to Falkland* Ruthven added,^ that 
qone,, not even the earl his brother, knew of this 
adventure; but pre£bd James to give fome or- 
ders about the gold and the prifonen James, 
at firft, 4edined having any thing to dp with 
either ; b«it, upon farther examination, he be^ 
g^n to fufped that the fellow mig^t be an 
agent from the pope or the king of Sp^in, and 
might be entrufted' with the gold to make dif* 
turbances in his kingdom. He offered to fend 
back one of his fervants with Ruthven, and a 
warrant directed to the n|iagiftratc& of Perth j^ 
to receive the fellow and;the money into theii; 
OjiAodyi and to detain bpth till his pleafurer 
Ibould' be farther knowi^. Ruthven firongly 
oppofed this expedient He. obfqrvedt that, if 
either the magiftrates or his brother fliould^ 
hear of the prifonex; and the money, James 
would.get but a poor account of the latter }jn 
which cafe he (Ruthven) muftlofe.th»e reward^ 
of his zeal and loyalty ; and therefore he in- 
Aa 2 treated 
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A.D. 1600. treated James to esamine the fellow in peifoSf 
entirely referring his own recompence tahis 
majefty's generofity. The fport of the field bcr 
ing at a ftand during this long conference, 
James joined his attendants ; but told Rutiiven 
that he would confider further of the matter. 
Ruthven endeavoured ftill to prevail upon 
James to examine the prifoner, who, he faid, 
m cafe of delay, might make a noife, which 
would defeat the whole difcovery. Though it 
does not appear by the narrative drawn up by 
James himfelf, that he agreed to this propofal, 
yet Ruthven difpatched Henderfon, one of the 
two fervants who attended him, to ride poll- 
hafte back to acquaint the earl of Gowry, that 
in about three hours James would be' at his 
houfe, and defiring him to prepare dinner. 
^ James, during the chace, was ftarded with 
what he< heard from Ruthven ; and riding 
again up to him, told him that when the ipoit 
was over, he would attend him. Upon the 
death of the (lag, James called for a frefli 
horfe, and, unarmed and defencelefs as he was, 
left word with the duke of Lenox, the earl 
of Mar, and his other attendants, that he was* 
gone to Perth upon bufinefs with the carl of 
Gowry, but that he would be back at night. 
Moft of the Company got frefh horfes, and ima- 
gining that James was gone to apprehend the 
mailer of Oliphant, who was then ikidking as 
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4in outlaw about the country, they gallopped 
after him, apptehending danger to his perfon« 
: Ruthven endeavoured to prevail on James 
to countermand their attendance upon his per- 
fon, aiid to be fatisfied with that of three or 
four fervants. James fays, that this difcourfc be- 
gan to give him fufpicions of Ruthven's inten- 
tions ; but thinking that his brother's fevere 
ufage of him might have difturbed his brain ; 
(a conjecture which was confirmed by the u'n* 
common wildnefs of his looks, his peniive 
air, and incoherent difcourfe,) he was content- 
ed with ordering the noblemen^ his followers, 
to attend him ; and, after informing the duke 
of Lenox of Ruthven's difcovery, and his own 
fufpicions of his infanity, he ordered him not 
to leave him, efpecially when he entered the 
houfe where the fellow and the treafure was 
confined. Their difcourfe was interrupted by 
Ruthven, who again peremptorily infifted, that 
none of the royal attendants (hould be pre* 
fSent at the fellow's^ examination : but James 
told him with a fmile, ** That being himfelf 
but a poor accomptant, it was necefiary he 
fliould have fome afliftance in telling over the 
money.^ Ruthven infifting vvitliliis ufual ear- 
neftnefs that none fhould be prefent, James 
grew at laft apprehcnfive of fome trcalbnablc 
defign ; but, by his own account, he was afliam- 
cd to own his fufpicionsi, and rode forward. 
When they came within two miles of Perth, 
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kikm€oo. BxLthvcn difpatched another fervant ^to zd^ 
TortUe his brother <^ the king's s^roach^ and 
after riding a mile farther he left James for the 
fame pnrpofe. 

Gowrjr was at dinner when he nnderftood 
from his brother that the king; was athaad; 
and was lb far from having made any preparar^ 
tion for hismajefty's reception, that having re- 
ceived him at the head of three or four fcore of 
his attendants, (thofe of James not exceeding 
fifteen, and armed only with fwords) it wa9 
a fidl hour before his dinner conld be gofe 
ready. During this interval, James^ prefled 
Ruthven to introduce him to the prifoner ; 
but he pretended that there was no hurry till 
his majefty's dinner was oven James defcribe^ 
the earl of Gowry as being extremely reftlefi, 
unquiet, and uneafy, while his majefty was din* 
ing f • When James was ready to rife firom the 
table, Ruthven whifpered him that it was now 
time to vifit the prifoner; but he wiihed that 
his majefty would get rid of the earl his bro- 
ther, by ^(kfiring him to entertain the other 

• I llball here juft obTcnre* that Botinran and Im two ftr- 
vantt lu4. rode firom Perth to FaUdand that dayi and the 
faorie of the former was £6 tired, that it coald fiarcelf keep up 
with the king, whom he wa» iiiccflhiid|r pprfliag to ride fiiOer; • 
yet (to 4>eak aothiag of the firft fenrant}. this &amd lervant** 
horfi; ontrides diem ail, and raaches hit maiter^ hooie liefore 
the king himiUf. 

f Thia it not fxxrfoimg when we^xoofidcr bov iU Pi^- 
pared he w^ for hit rojral vifitant i lor it appcart, from the 
king^t own reladoo, tluit neither of hb broeher't Icrvants had 
d^iYcM thek maigp 8 bffide^ tf |tu|tore» wm («»that if 
too modi vm6m to beliere he .was) inlane, the iuV9 concextt 
matt he encmU at fuch an aiventnre. 

guefis. 
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^uBsfts. When James left the room, h^ defired a.d. Ot^ 
^ besvtlieodedby Sir Thomas Erikine; but 
Aathven defired hi^ to go forward with him, 
<* axidperfifting that he fliould make any one 
or twd follow him that he [leafed to call for ; 
defiring his majefty to command publickly that 
none (hould follow him/' It does not appear 1 
that the king gave any fuch order ; but that, 
paffing thro' the end of the hall where bis at- 
tendants were at dinner, he mounted a wind* 
img ftair, (called in Scotland a Turnpike) and 
after paiEng through feveral rooms, the doors 
of which were all carefully locked by Ruth- 
ven^ at laft he entered a fmall clofet, where he 
iaw a man with a dejetfled countenance, {land- 
ing at liberty with a dagger at his girdle. 
Ruthven locking the door, and clapping his 
hat on his head, drew the dagger froni the 
man's girdle, and pointing it to the king's 
breaft, he fwore bitterly that it (hould go to 
his heart if he offered to cry out or to open a 
window ; affirming, that he was fure the king's 
(xmfcience was burthened for murdering hii 
fether. 

Ja;mes does not inform us why Ruthvem did 
pot imsfiediately plunge the dagger into his 
bcxfom ; {which he naturally would hare done, 
had he been determined to murder him) but 
di^iays his own eloquence, in recounting the . 
arguments he made ufe .ofeibfe^Swrect Ruthvea 
from his barliarou's t>i^rpd|c, ^rhile'^thc third 

. « .#- perfon 
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A»D. 1600. perfoh flood by, trembling and quaking rather 
like one condemned, than an executioner of 
fuch an enterprize. If we believe James, his 
rhetoric made fuch an impreflion upon Ruth- 
ven, that it faved his life. « At his majefty's 
perfuafive language (fays James in his narra- 
tive) he appeared to be fomewhat amazed, and, 
uncovering his head again, fwore and proteft- 
cd that his majefty's life (hould be fafe, if he 
would behave himfelf quietly, without mak- 
5ng noife or crying ; and that he would only 
"bring in the earl his brother to fpeak with his 
majefty. Whereupon his majefty enquiring 
what the earl would do with him, fince (if 
liis majefty's life were fafe, according to pro- 
mifc) they could gain little in keeping fuch a 
prifoner ; his anfwer only was, that he could 
tell his majefty no more; but that his life 
ihould be fafe, in cafe he behaved himfelf 
quietly ; the reft the earl his brother, whom 
he was going for, would tell his majefty at his 
coming. With that, as he was going for the 
earl his brother, as he affirmed, he turned him 
about to the other man, faying thefe words 
unto him, *^ I make you here the king's 
keeper, till I come back again, and fee that you 
keep him upon your peril : and therewithal 
laid to his majefty, *^ You muft content yourfelf 
to have this man now your keeper, until my 
coming back/^ ' 

" '. • 

After 
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After this fudden tranfition from murder to ^•^•»^^« 
mildnefs, Ruthven left the room, but took the 
key with him. His majefty alked the fellow 
who was left with him, " Whether he was ap- 
pointed to be his murderer ?" which he denied 
with marks of fear and horror ; and faid that 
he had been locjced in there a very little while 
before his majefty's arrival. The king thea 
ordered him to open the window, which he 
readily did. Mean time, while Go wry was 
entertaining the king's fervants, one of them ' 
told him th^t the king had taken horfe ; upon 
which the company rufhed out to follow him. 
They- underftood from the porter that the king 
was not gone ) but Gowry running back to the 
houfe, immediately returned, and told them 
the king had fet out by a back gate. As 
they were hafting to take horfe, young Ruth- 
ven returned^ and told James that he muft 
die, oflFering to bind his majefty's hands, at 
tke fame time, with a garter. James and he 
inftantly collared each other ; and before 
Ruthven could draw his fword, James drew 
him by force to the window, from whence he 
called out that they were murdering him in 
that place, at the very inftant his fervants 
were running paft it to take their horfes. The 
king's voice was inftantly known by the earl of 
Mar and the' duke of Lenox. They ^itemptn 
/ed tQ run up the turnpike by which the king 
entered j but the earl of Gowry mounte4 by 
Vol. VIII. ' Bbb another 
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A. D. 1600, ^enothcr fiair-cafe, which was left opefi. By 
this time James had the better in the ftrug- 
glc between him and Ruthven,and he had draWn ^ 
the latter to the door of the ftudy, his head 
being under his majefty's arms, and himf^f oti 
his knees. 

The earl of Such was the fituation of the combatants^ 

Cowry and 

hi. brother ^hen Sir John Ramfay luckily found his way 
tb the acceffible turnpike, and mounting it. 
Wounded Ruthven two or three times with hiar 
dagger; upon which James threw his antago- 
liift down from the top of the ftairs to the bot- 
tom, where his life was finilhed by Sir Thomas 
Erlkine and Sir Hugh Herries. His laft words 
were, « I am not to blame for this/' B«for€f 
Erikine performed this feat, he had collared 
the earl of Oowry^ who was delivered by his 
fervants. Erikine and Herries having dif- 
patched Ruthven, ran up the turnpike, ixxd 
were followed by the earl of Gowry, who had 
on his head a fteel helmet, and a fword in each 
hand, and feven of his fervants, each with a 
fword, all the force of James (whom his fub- 
jfefts had fliut into the clofet) amounting only to 
the three knights abovementioned, and one; WiU 
fon. A conflift enfued in the adjoining room j 
5i which the king's attendants were wounded j 
but Sir John Ramfay ran his fword through 
Cowry's heart, and he expiring without fpeak- 
ing a Word, his fervants were driven dp#h 
flairs. The dilkc of Lenox and tJbc drii of 

Mar 
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Mar had now forced their way into the turn- A«i>.i^oo. 
pike by which James had mounted^ and found 
bim upon his knees thanking God for his de« 
liverance. . The townfmen of Perth had, by 
this time, taken the alarm ; and upon hear- 
ing that their p rovoft, the earl of Gowry, w^ 
killed, furrounded the houfe. James ordered 
thein tp be admitted, fliewed them the de^jid 
bodies of tl^ e^rl and his brother, and in* 
foraged them both of his danger and deliv^er* 
ance. To them he committed the cuftody of 
the bodies ; but before he left the town, he 
^*' caufed to fearch the faid earl of Gowty's 
pockets, in caie any letters that might further 
the difcovery of that confpiracy might be 
found therein. But nothing was found ia 
tJiem but a little clofe parchment bag, full of 
piagical charaders, and words of inchantment, 
wherein it feemed that he had put his confi- 
dence, thinking himfelf never fafe withc^it 
t^ecQ, and therefore ever carried them about 
with him; being alfo obferved, that, while 
they were upon him, his wound, whereof he 
died, bled not; but incontinent, after taking 
them away, the blood gufhed out in great 
abundance, to the great admiration of all the 
)>eholders : an infamy which hath followed 
and fpotted the race of this hoijfe for many 
fdefcents, as is jjotoriouily known ii^ the whcdp 
icoyntry/' 

B b 2 Thus 
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^d.j€o6. Thus I have given the fubfiance, and ill 
Reflcaioni manv paffasres the words, of the famous dif- 

on the con- j ir o » 

ffinry. couife publifhcd by James concerning this cele- 
to-ated confpiracy. The reader may eafily per- 
ceive, by its internal evidences, that it is full 
of abfurdities and inconfiftencies ; and they are 
to palpable, that I ihall omit all animadveiv 
fions on that head. Strong external evidences 
Hkewife concur to deftroy the credit of the 
Icing's narrative. Archbifliop Spotfwood fays, 
that during Cowry's combat with the king's 
attendants, which was, it feems, in a chamber, 
into which the dofet opened, one of the com- 
pany cried out, *' You have killed the king 
our mafter, and will you alfo take our lives ?'^ 
GoVvry hearing this, gave over the combat; 
and dropping the two points of his fwords, 
wa» run through the heart. In the notes ^, 

• Apud Falklan4, 9th of Augull i6oq. 
In prcfence of the lord- chancellor, lord-treafurer, lord-fccre- 
tafy, lord-comptroller, lord advocate, the lord Inchcf- 
ray, and Sir George Home of Spot, knight, 
James Weimys of Bogy, of the age of twenty-fix years, or 
thereby, fworn and examined upon the form and manner of be- 
)iavioiir of late John earl of Go wry, the time of his being with 
him at Strabran, or if he had heard the faid earl make any mo- 
tion of the treafon intended againft his royal majefty, depones, 
that he neither heard, nor faw, any appearaiv:e of any fuch in-t 
jention in the faid earl. 

'- Demanded, if he, was in any pnrpofe with the faid earl againft 
^y matter of curioiity : depones, that at their being in Stra- 
bran, fome of their company found an adder, which being 
'killed) and kn<jwledge thereof coming to the earl, the eail faid 
to this deponer. Bogy, if the adder had not been (Itiin, ye (l^oul^ 
}iave feen a good fport ; for I fiiould have caufed hef to Hand 
iliU, and (he fhould have not pieffed away, by pronouncing of an 
- :' .. Jlebirew 
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the reader will find the depofitions which were a,d.i6oq. 
taken concerning the confpiracy^ after the 

Hebrew word, which in Scottifli is called «* holincfs j" but the 
Hebrew word the deponer remembers not of: and that the earl 
faid he had put the fame in practice oft before. And this depo-. 
ner inqmring of the earl where he got the Hebrew word, the carl 
anfwered, in a cabbalift of the Jews, and that it was by tradi- 
tion : and the deponer inquiring what a cabbalift meaned, the 
earl anfwered, it was fome words which the Jews had by tradi. 
tion, which words were fpoken by God to Adam in Paradife, and 
therefore were of greater efficacy and force than any words 
which were excogitate (ince by prophets and apoftles. The de- 
poner inquiring if there were no more requiiite but the word : 
the earl anfwered, that a firm faith in God was requifite and ne- 
ceflary ; and that this was no matter of marvel among fcholars, 
but that all thefc things were natural. And that the earl (hewed* 
to this deponer, that he had fpoken with a man in Italy ; and 
firft hearing by report that he was a necromancer, and thereaf-* 
ter being informed that he was a very learned man, and a deep 
theologue, he entered in further dealing with him againft the cu- 
fiofity of nature. 

Depones further, that the faid earl reported to him, that he 
being at mufic, he fell in company with another man, who 
ftaring in the earl's face, fpake to the reft of the company things 
of him, which he could never attain unto, nor be worthy of: 
imd therefore that the carl reproached him, and defired him to 
forbear theft fpeeches. And that he met again with the faid 
man in a like company, who did begin with the fame language 
which he had fpoken before ; and that the earl faid to him, My 
friend, in cafe you will not hold your peace from fpeaking lies 
of me, I will make you hold your peace by fpeaking truth oF 
you 5 and faid unto him, within fuch a fpacc he ihould be hanged 
for fuch a crime 5 and fo it came to pafs. This deponer in- 
quiring of the earl who told him that, he anfwered merrily, 
that he fpake it by guefs, and it fell out fo. And that the earl 
faid further, that it was nothing to make an herb flefli, which 
would diflblve in flies $ and that likewifc it was poflibic that the 
iced of man and woman might be brought to perfection other- 
wife than by the matrix of a woman : and that this deponer 
counfelled the earl to beware with whom he did communicate 
fuch fpeeches i who anfwered, that he would fpeak them to 
none, but to great fcholars ; and that he would not have fpoken 
f hem to this deponer, if he had not known him to be a favourer 
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A. D. 1600. kiog's return to Falkland; From them it ap* 
pears, that necrotnancy was the capital charge 

of him, and a friend of his faoufey and would not reveal the 
ihau again, feeiag he knew they womld be evil interpreted 
aAMgft the common ibrt. 

Sic fuhferibitur J. Weimys of Bogie* 
Apud Falkland, lOth Auguft 1600. 
In pcefence of the lord-chancellor, treaAirer-advocate, Sir 
George Home of Spot, Sir Robert Melvil, and Sir Jamea 
Melvil, knights. 
Matter William Rynd^ fworn and examined, and demanded 
mh^rt he firft did fee the charadei's which were found upon my 
lord ; depones, that he Having remained a fpace in Venice, at 
hie retivning to J^adua, did find in my lord's pocket the cbaraders 
lyhich were found upon tiim at his death : and the deponer en- 
cjuiring of my lord where he had gotten them, my lord an- 
fivered, That by chance he had c^ied them himicJf : and that 
the deponer knows that the cbara&ers in Latin are my lord*8 
own hand- writing ; but he knows not if the Hebrew pl^^f^era 
ware written by my lord. Depones further, that when my lord 
would change his clothes, the deponer would take t^e charac. 
tcrs out of my lord's pocket, and would fay to my Wrd* Where- 
fore ferves thefe ? and my lord wo\Lld anfwer, 43an ye not iet 
them be ? they do you no evil. And further the deponent de- 
clares, that fometimes my lord would forget them, untij he were 
put pf his chamber, and would turn back, as he Mrer£ in an an.- 
gcr, until he had found them, and put them in his own p^ocket* 
Depones fiurther, that he wae fundry times purpofeid to have 
burnt the cbaradiers, were it not that he feared my lord's wrath 
9nd anger, feeing, when the deponer would purpof^y leave 
them ibmetimes out of my lord's pocket, my lord woujd be> in 
fuck an anger with the deponer, that for a certain /pace he would 
|iot fpeak with him, nor coald not find his good countenance. 
And that (to this deponer's opinion) my lord would never be 
Content to want the chara&ers off hirafelf, from the iirfttimc that 
the deponer faw them in Padua, to the hour of my lord's dejtth. 
Being demanded for what caufe my lord kept tbo^hara6fcers Xo 
well, depones, that, to his opinion, it was for no good, becau^ 
he heard, that, in jthofe parts, where my loKd was, they would 
give fundry folks briefs. 

Depones further, that mafter Patrick jGalloway let this depo- 
per fee the charafters, fmce that he came to this .town of Falk^ 
]juid, and that he knows them to he th^ vjery fame .chara^tera, 

which 
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againft 6owry ; but what is more to my ptlf- A.D,ifid^ 
pofe i$f that the evidence of Henderfdn^ Mrho 



which my lord had. Depones alio, tb}t, on Monday the fdurth 
of Auguft, the mafter, Andrew Henderfon, and the deponer, re* 
mained In my lord't chamber till about ten hourt at even^ and 
after a long conference betwixt the lord and the mai(er» my lord 
called for Andrew Hcnderfon, and after fome fpeechet with him, 
difmiiled them. 

Deniet that he knew of the mafter*t or Andrew Henderfon't 
riding to Falkland $ and afler Andrew's return from Falkland 
upon the morrow, howbeit he did fee him booted, yet he knew 
not that he was come from Falkland. 

Depones, that my lord being at dinner when the mailer came 
in, the deponer heard my lord fay to the mafter. Is the king 
in the inch ? And with that he did rife, and faid. Let us go* 
But the deponer knows not what the matter faid to my lord. 

Being demanded if he did fee any kind of armour or wea- 
pons, except iwords, in the king^s company, depones that he 
' did fee none* 

It being demanded how the deponer was fatisfied with my 
Iord*s anfwer made to him, concerning the king's coming to St. 
Jobnftoun, facing that he knew not how he camet declares that 
he thought my lord dilTembled with him, and that he behoved 
to have known it, feeing his brother was come wich his.majefty 
before that he demanded of him, and that he had conferred 
with my lord privily. 

Depones, that he knew not that the mafter was ridden to Fa1k« 
land, until after his majeily** coming to St. Jobnftoun, that Andrew 
Ruthven told him j bccaufe the deponer enquired of Andrew 
Kutbven where the mailer and he had been i and that Andrew 
anfwered they had been in Falkland t and, that the mailer hav* 
ing fpoken with the king, hit majelly came forward with them s 
and that this conference betwixt the deponer and Andrew Ruth« 
ven was in the y^rd, . when my lord wis there. And Andrew 
Ruthven (hewed to the deponer, that Andrew Henderlbn was 
dire^ed by the mailer to ihew my lord that hi* majeily was 
coming. 

Depones alfo, that, in hi* opinion, the matter could not havt 
drawn the kihg to my lord's houfe, without my lord's know^ 
ledge : and that, when he heard the tumult, he was refolved In 
hif heart the mailer had done his majeily wrong { and that too 
true chriilian can think otherwife, but that it was an high trca- 
fon, attempted againil his highnefs by the mailer and the lord« 

Depones 
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A.P.i«oo. was the third man in the clofet, direftly con^ 
tradifts the king's narrative in feveral naaterial 

Depones alfo, that, to his opinion, the king's whole company 
was within a dozen of men. 

Sic fubfcribitur M. W. Rynd. 

Apud Falkland, 20th Auguft, 1600. . 
In prefence of the lords chancellor, treafurer, advocate, 
^ comptroller, Sir George Home of Spot, and Sir James Mel- 

vii, knights,. 

Andrew Henderfon fworn, and examined, and demanded, what 
purpofe was betwixt him and the earl of Gowrie, upon Mon* 
day at night, the 4th of this inftant, in the faid earl's cham- 
ber : depones, that the earl inquired of him what he would be 
^ing upon the morn ? and he anfwered, that lie was to ride to 
Ruthven : the earl faid to him. You muft ride to Falkland with 
inafter Alexander my brother, and when he direfts you back, 
fee that ye return with all diligence, if he fend a letter or any- 
other advertifement with you. 

Depones, that the mafter dire6Ved him to fend for Andrew 
Ruthven to be in readinefs to ride with them to-morrow at four 
hours in the morning. 

Declares, that they coming to Falkland about feven hours ia 
the morning, the mafter ftayed in a lodging befide the palace, 
and dircftod the deponer to fee what the king was doing ; and 
the deponer finding his majefty m the clofe coming forth, he 
pdTcd back', and told the mafter, who immediately addrefled 
liimfelf to his highnefs, and fpake with his majefty a good (pace 
beneath the equerry : and, after his majefty was on horfeback, 
the mafter cometh to the deponer, and commands him to fetch 
their horfes, anj3 bade him hafte him, %s he loved my lord's ho- 
nour and his, and advertife my lord, that his majefty and he 
would be there incontinent, and that his majefty would be 
quiet : and the deponer enquiring of the mafter, if he ftiould 
go prefently, he did bid him leap on and follow him, and not 
to go away until he fpake with the king : and the mafter hav- 
' in^ fpoken with the king at the breach of the park-wall, he 
turned back, and bade the deponer ride away; and the de- 
poner making his return in all poffible hafte to Sjunt Johnftoun, 
he found my lord in his chamber about ten bovu-s, who left the 
company he was fpeaking with, and came to the deponer, and 
^Iked, Hath my brother fent a letter with you ? The de- 
|>oncr, anfwered. No : but they will be all here incontinent, 
and bad the deponer defire my lord to caufe prepare to dinner. 
Immediately thereafter, my lord took the deponer to the cabinet, 
^ . and 
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circamftances. It is hard to account how this A,iht6omi 
could happen, utileft we fuppofe that fome of 

amd «fked at him, Hovr hit sifijefty took with Uw siafter hb broh* 
thfir ? The deponer anfwered. Very well, and that his majefty 
bid his hand over the 8iater*s ihotddm-. Thereafter my lord 
enquired, if there were many at hunting with the king } Th« 
deponer anfwered, that be took no heed, but they who were ac« 
cuftomed to ride with his maiefty, and fome Englifhmen were 
there $ and that my lord inquired what fpecial men were with 
)iie mi^^y $ and that the deponer aniWered, he did lee none but 
my lord duke. ' And within an hour thereafter, when the depo-* 
ner came ia from his own houfe, the earl bade him )iut on hta 
lecret and phit ileeves, for he had an Hyland-man to take i 
which the deponer did incontinent : and about twelve houn* 
when the deponer was going out to his own houie to his dinner, 
the ftewaxd came to him and told him, that George jOagiQgeie 
was not well, and was laid down ; defired him to tarry and take 
up my knrdV dinner t and about half an hour after twelve, my 
lord commanded him to take up the firft fervice. And when the 
deponer was commanded to take up the fecond fer^ce, the ma(^ 
ter and William Blaire came into the hall to my lord. 

The deponer remembereth himfelf, that Andrew Ruthfvii 
eune before the mafter a certain fpace, and ipake with my loi4 
quietly at the tMe, but heard not the particular pmrpofe that 
was amongft them. Ajid as foon as the mafter came to the hail, 
Jhy lord and the whole company rofe from the table : and the 
4q>oner hearing the noiiii of their fortbgoing, fuppoied thejr . 
were going to make breakes for Maconilduy t and the dcpcner 
icait his boy for his gauntlet and fteel-bonaet $ and feemg mf 
lord pais to the Inihe, and not to the flioe-gate, the d^oner di4 
caft the gauntlet in the pantry, and caufed his boy to take hit 
ilesl-bonnet to his own hou& : and he followed my lord to the 
Inihe, and returned back with his majefty to the lodging, being 
direaed to get drink. And the nutfter came to the deponer, 
and did< bid him caufe mafter William Ry nd to iend him i^ the 
Weyof the gallery-chamber ; who palled up and 4eliverad the 
key to the mafter : and immediately my lord followed i^ and 
dkl fpeak with Ae mafter, and came down again, and dire^ed 
msAer Thomas Cranftone'to the deponer, to come to his lor^ 
ly p in hts ma)efty*s cumber. And that my h>rd diieded him to 
go up to the gallery to his brother ; and immediately my lord 
foUowed up, and tommaoied die deponer to bide then with hia 
brother, and 4o do any tiling that he bade him : ^ diponer. en«. 
VOL.VIIL Cc c quired 
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A«D.t6o6. the Judges had communicated copies of Hen- 
derron'$ information to thofe who believed the 

4|uifed at the mafter; What have ye to do, fir ? The mafter an- 
fweredy Ye maft go in here, and tany until L come back $ for I 
will take the key with me. So he locked the deponer in the 
round within the chamber, and took the key with him. Shortly 
thereafter the mafter returned, and the king*s majefty with him 
to the iaid cabinet in the round ; and the mafter opening the 
door, entered with the king into the faid round : and, at his 
very entry, covering his head, pulled out the deponent's dagger^ 
and held the fame to his majefty's breaft, faying. Remember ye 
«f my father's murther ? ye (hall now die for it : and muiting 
to his bighne&'s heart with the dagger, the deponer threw the 
^mie out of the mafter's hand : and fwore, that as God fliali 
iudge his foul, if the mafter had retained the dagger in his hand 
the fpace that a man may go fix fteps, he would have ftricken the 
king to the hilts with it : but wanting the dagger, and. the 
king's majefty giving him a gentle anfwer, he faid to the king's 
Ataje^, with abominable oaths, that, if he would keep filence^ 
nothing fhould ail him, if he would make fuch promife to hit 
brother, as they' would crave of him i and the king's majefty in*- 
Ipiirihg what pr6mife they would crave ; he anfwered, that he 
lioold bring his brother^ So he goes forth, and Jocks, the doon 
of the round upon his majefty and the deponer; having firft. 
t^keh oath of the king, that he fhould not cry, nor open t^e 
winddw. ' : -? 

. \ And his majefty inquiring of the deponer what he was? ht> 
ani(wered, A fervantx>f my lord's. And his majefty aiking of the 
dp^ner, if my loi'd would do any evil to him ? The deponer an^ 
(kch-ed. As God (ball judge my foul, Iftiall die firft. And the 
deponer prefling to have opened the window, the mafter entesed 
asidfiud. Sir, there is no remedy : By God, you muft die : and 
living a loofe garter in his hand, prefled to have bound hi^ ma^ 
j^'s hands, and the deponer pulled thegarter out of mafter ^ 

. Alexander his hand. And then the mafter did put one of his^ ' 
hands in his mafefty'c mouth, to have ftayed him to fpeak, and 
hkld his other arm.^bbut.his highne(s*s iieck : and that this dei» 
{ioner pulled the uM^er's hand from his highnefs's mouth, and^ 
o^ed the window t ^d then his majefty cried out thereat f - 
whereupon his highnefs's iervants came in at. the gate, and this 
deponer did run and open the door of the turnpike head, "where- 
sd: Sir Joha Ramlay'entered : and thb deponer ftood in th^ chafii- 
ber until he did fee }6hu Kamfay.giye tjlje mafter^ a ftroke j and^ 
i '. ^ • . ^ " . thcrwfter 
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confpiracy, and who puhlifhed them before the ^'^' '^°^' 
narrative of James was printed oflF. He feems 
to have been fenfible of fomewhat of this kind.; 
for he fays at the clofe of his narrative, " If 
the reader ihall find any thing differing from 

thereafter privily conveyed . himfclf down the turnpike to his • 
own houfe j and the deponer's wife enquiring of him what the 
fray meaned? the deponer imfwered, that the king's ma;ofty 
would have been twice flicked* had not he relieved him. 

Further, the faid Andrew Henderfon depones, that after his 
Tetoming from Falkland on the fifth of this inftant, mafter John 
Moncrief enquiring of him where he had been ? He anfwered,' 
that he had been beyond the bridge of Erne ; and fays, that he 
gave that anfwer to maimer John, becaufe my lord commamded 
him.to let no man know, that be was to ride to Falkland : and 
that my lord's direftionto him, was to come back with his brp- 
tlsr matter Alexander'* anfwer, and to leave Ruthven to await 
upon the mafter. 

Further, the faid Andrew Henderfon depones, that, when be 
kad taken the maftefs hand out of the king's roajefty's mouthy 
9Jid was opening the window, mafter Alexander (aid ; to bim^ 
Wilt thou not help ? Woe betide thee, thou wilt make u? all 
He. ^ 

* $ic fubicnbitur, Andrew Henderfon, 

With my hand. 
Auguftai, 1660, • ' /- 

«. Mailer -William Rynd fwom and re-eit«mined> if ev«r helijid 
heard the earl of Gowrie utter his opinion, anent the duty of a 
wife man in the execution of an high enterprizc j declares, that, 
being out of the country; he lisd divert times heard him reaibir 
in that matter, and that he was ever of that opinion, that he 
was not'a wife man, that having intended" the execution of ^* 
high and dangerous piirpofe^ eomoianicate the fame to any bqi) 
himfelf ; becaufe keeping it to himfelf, it could not be difco^ 
vefed nor difappointed : which the deporter^ declare'd before un- 
required, to the comptroller, and mafter Wilthm Cowper iniv 
nifter at Perth s and hearing ithe depofitions of Afidrew Henden-. 
ion read, and being enquired upon his confcience, what he 
tiiougbt of the fad that was committed againii Ms maj^Hy ?: deJ. 
cjares, that upon his falvation, that he bejieves Andrew He^idcr- 
ion hsis declared tjie circumftanccs truly. 

> Sic fubfcribitur, M. W. Ryrid. 

C c c 2 his. 
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A. D. 1600. hit tiarratioiH either in fultftance or drenm- 
ftanccj he may tinderftand the fame to be iit» 
tered by the depooer in his own behoof, for 
obtkining of his majefty's priticdy grace and 
niftmicct lavour." I cannot, Ixowever, fee any thing lA 
narratite eT thofc dcpofitions, exccpting the ridiculous fuf« 
uTjinm. ptdons of necrooxancy, that are the leaft cal^ 
culated for that purpofe, unlefs we fuppofe that 
the fiat contradidions of Henderfon to his ma- 
jefiy's evidence was intended to gain his grace 
and favour. But, though I leave this fubjeft 
in a very indetermined fiate, yet I fliall be 
Obliged to Yefume it in a few years henc6, when 
the reader can little fu^ecl any fuch revivat^ 
I fball only obferve, that there is a material 
difference between Spotfwood's narrative and 
that of the king ; for the former fsiysi that the 
earl himfelf intercepted the fellow with the 
gold, and fent his brother to the king with the 
information. Upon the whole, I am inclined 
to believe, that if there was a confpiracy, the 
queen knew of it ; but more probably there 
was none intended to be executed at that time^ 
and that the tragedies which followed pro? 
efceded from the diitempered brain of young 
Riithven ; for I can fee no ground for charg- 
ing the brother, who took no advantage of 
the vaft fuperiority of force he had in his 
houfe, and who^ the moment he beard that the 
king was dead, dropt his arms, and fuffered 
himfelf to be run through the body by hia 
^emies« 
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James was at infinite pains to propagate the a.d.i<o<i. 
belief of thia conipiracyt and to magnify the qw^h" 
danger he had efcaped. The bodies of Gowry t^y!* 
and hb brother were treated ai thofe <^ traitors. 
The earl of Mbntro£s lord-chanceUor, the lord«* 
treafurer £lphinfion» fecretary Elphinfionf the 
cpmptroUery Sir David Murray, and other no* 
Uemen and gentlemen who were at £dm* 
burgh, with Mr. David Lindfay, the court 
chaplain, repaired to the Crofs there, where^ 
by the order of James, Undfay recapitulated 
all the ciccumftances of the confpirtcy. The 
(dergy of the town were ordered to convene 
their parifluoners, and to give God thanks fbv 
his majefty's deliverance. They treated thif 
snjundion with great contempt, and po$tiv$ly 
refufed to comply, bec^ufe they were ignorant 
of the fads« The king himftlf interpofed, and 
came to Edinburgh, where fermons were 
preached, and thankfgivings offered by his own 
chaplains for his deliverance ; and he himfelf^ 
after expatiating upon his wonderful preferva* 
tion, founded and endowed poor-houfes, and 
ordered iignal rewards to the fervants who bad 
fp bravely defended him. Notwithftanding 
this, the Edinburgh clergy continued ftill re- 
£raftdry, and refufed to celebrate the public 
thankfgiving, which was appointed through-' 
out the kingdom ; upon which, they were ba- 
niihed the capital, and inhibited, under no 
lefs penalty than that of death, to preach. 

within 
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A* P. 1600, within his majefty's dominions. Five of the 
moll moderate retraced, and were received 
into favour, on their promifing to preach up 
the truth of the confpiracy. Brucei the preach* 
er, with manly refoiution, dedated, that he 
would reverence his majefty's reports of that 
accident, but he could not fay tiiat he was 
perfuaded of its truth ; and for this he was ba* 
niihed to France. 
Hcaboiiftct When all circumftances of this juncture are 
RSihtSr.*' confidercd, James (eems to have rcverfed his 
former condition. From being one of the 
moft limited and impbtent princes that ever fill- 
ed a throne, he was now mafter not only of 
the purfes, but of the affei^ions of his fubje£);s. 
I find no public aft of difapprobation expreffed 
for the moft defenfible of all his clergy's afts, 
that of difbelieving the reality of the confpiracy ; 
and in a parliament which met in November, 
the king's reports of his danger and deliver-, 
ancc were reverenced as oracles. A fentence of 
forfeiture was pronounced againft Gowry and 
his brother ; and the members were fo ridicu- 
loufly complaifant to James, as to ftrike the 
word Ruthven out of the lift of Scotch fur- 
names, unlefs the perfons fo called were parti- 
cularly indulged by James in retaining the 
name of their forefathers. An annual thankf-" 
giving and holiday was appointed to be cele- 
brated every fucceeding fifth of Auguft, the day 
of his majefty's deliverance. An ad pafled for 

the 
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. the removing and extinguiihing all feuds, whic^i a. d. ^eq^ 
was confirmed by the feeming abolition of all 
parties among the noblemen. Before this par* Birth of 
liament refe, the^queen was delivered at Dum- cLho. 
fermling of a fon, afterwards the unhappy king 
Charles* He was on the day of his chriftening 
created lord of Ardmannoc, earl pf Kofs, mar«- 
quis of Ormond, and duke of Albany* Sif 
days after, in honour of the occafion, the lord 
Livingfton was created earl of Linlithgow, the 
lord Setoh carl of Winton, and the lord Ccf- 
ford earl of Roxburgh, and many gentlemep 
were made knights at the fame. time. . ^ 

In the beginning of the year i6oz, the pre- 1601^ 
rpgative of James was fo high, that by virtue 
of his proclamation alone, be.impofed for his 
own ufe, twelve pennies Scots (one penny Eng*- 
jifh) upon every pint of wine,tha]t was fold in a 
tavern ; and the tax was confirmed by a parlia^ 
pient which njet on the twelfth day of Fe- 
bruary. 

While James was exulting in his deliverance 
from, perhaps, an imaginary danger, Elizabeth 
wa,s attaclsed by a real confpiracy, through thg 
madnefs and ambition of her favourite the earl 
of Effex. The particulars of that nobleman's Affairfiif 
^reafon, and the manner of his death, are well 
known to all whg are converfant in hiftory ; and 
the account of it belongs properly to that of 
England. The.correfpondence of Eflfex with 
Jaqies (though, as wc have already feen, it bor- 
dered 
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A.V. mM. deredttpon tr€afon)fbrmed no partpf bis iodift* 
ment ; and no fooner was be executed, tbaii 
tbe Scotch parliament voted a fum of money to 
James for two embafladors, the earl of Mar 
and tbe abbot of Kinlofs, to be fent to Elizabeth, 
with his compliments of congratulation upon 
her deliverance. They were charged by JameS 
with the following letter to that princefe. 

** Right high, right excellent, and right 
mighty princefs, our deareft fifter and coufin, 
in our heartieft manner, we commend us to . 
you. 

" Our earneft gffedion carefully to continue 
thatperfed amity wherein the chief welfare of 
both our eftates coniifteth, hath caufed us to 
forefe<i what hindrance to the increafe thereof 
hath been hatched and foftered by unfit inftni- 
ments, employed by either of us in the treating 
ofourafiairs. 

•* For remedy whereof, we have made choice 
to fend unto you for embai&dors, our trufty 
coufin and counfellor the earl of Mar, a noble- 
man found and zealous in religion, and of 
known affedion to the maintenance of the 
happy amity betwixt our crowns, and with himt 
the abbot of Eanlofs, one of our privy-council, 
whofe good difpofition to the confervation of . 
the aforefaid amity is not unknown to your- 
felf ; that by their miniftry and negotiation^ 
fuch good grounds may be laid down, as m^y 
hereafter fo ftrengthea and Corroborate the en- 
• - . tire 
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tine aftd moft afibred truft ^etwi&t us^ ^s bofy A*At>fp># 
ipirits, ene^iiea t-o the rq^ofe of \foth Qur eilat^tf 
may have ijo cr^^it to fliake in apy poiat 

^ Tkne, expe&iiig yxiiiir kind acceptatipB of 
t^m with credit in fpch matters as they coine 
from' us, <V€o as ovur&lvfis, ri^t l|igh, right 
•xoellent, aad right mighty princefs, our dear- 
eft fifter and couifa, we bid you right heardly . 
farevell. At Holyrood-houfe the eighteenth 
day pf February, one t^ioufand fix hundred 
and oqe. Ypw lovipg and afEsclioaatc l^FOther 
and coufin, James IL^ 4. 

Thoag^i^asthereadermay obferve, thetencMT intrfgncsof 
bf this letter is geper^J, yet many particular in- cathoiLT^ 
ftrudions were given to the embafladors. They 
ttrere to make 9, firift enquiry into the afiair of ' 
Thomas^ which I have already mentioned. 
They w^e to complain of the canying olT^.by 
force, two £ngli& gentlemen, of whom James 
was fond ; and to renew the demand of the Ler 
pfix efiate, wiih a view of his obtaining 
a feat in the bouie pf peers in England. EUfiui*- 
beth evaded giving any fatisfa^ion to thQ£exe«> 
quefts; but gave James, in lieu of the. Lenox 
eftate, an addition of tnso thoniknd pouode a 
year to his preoarioRS penfion, on the e^pmff 
Gonditipn that he &o^ turn a <depf ear t;p RiH 
pcopofads from i^ain. The coi^juoifttiiii ktr 
iween Jame9 and Elisabeth gave fucb liV^mgf 
to the Aoman cajAgikSj that pQffiiCkxmst'iti^ 
ieight^ ifiued 4)Ut iwQ |nrieii, the.|MHr 9A^lGf^4 
^ V^L. VIII. D d d to 
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A.D. ifcf. to the popifh clergy, and the other to the peo- 
ple of England, commanding them, after Eli- 
zabeth's death, to admit no perfon, whatever 
his right of blood might be, to her throne, un- 
lefs he ihould folemnly engage himfelf not only - 
to tolerate, but to eilabliih, the Roman catholic 
religion. Thofe briefs were communicated on^ 
. ly to a few, as the receiving of them woulil 
have . been deemed high treafon. The fccret 
manner of diftributing them added to their ma-^ 
Kgnity ; and it i3 thought, with great juftice, 
they bound thofe chofen few ii^ fuch fetters o£ 
religious zeal, that they afterwards produced 
the execrable plot of the gunpowder treafon; 
While the Scotch embafladors were refiding^ 
augments at thc EugUfh court, (where they ftrengthened 
^i^m^ their mailer's intereft fo much, that they affured 
him his fucceflion could not be fet afide) family 
broils broke out between the Maxwells and the 
Johnftons Upon the borders ; fo that James wa^ 
pbliged to repair to Dumfries, where finding 
that the Maxwelb were theaggreffors, he bound 
them to their good behaviour. The duke of 
Lenox, this year, was fent On a moft fpleodid 
embaffy to the court of France, on pretence of 
renewing the ancient league between the two 
kingdoms ; but in reality to feel the difpofition 
trfHenry ithe fourth, with regard to the fuccef* 
iion of Jatnes to the crown of England. Henf 
iy^&fentiment^ were fo ambigQQUS, and he threw 
iDUt^chhiii^inhisuD£uarded.iii^^^ that 

V* i. 1 ^ .i.. , .James 
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James very wifely ordered Lenox to take leaye a,]>«i6oi. 
of the French court, and to repair to England^ 
where he arrived in November. The parlia- 
ment was then fitting at Weftminfter; and it 
was generally believed , that Lenox's bufine& 
was topttih the affair of his matter's fucceflion/ 
That was far from being the cafe. The great 
age and infirmities of 'Elizabeth had relaxed her^ 
vigorous and deep fchemes of policy ; and fhc: 
was now acceffible. to the feelings of humanity, 
and friendihip. Lenox declared, that he had 
BO. other bufinefs in England than to aflureher 
of his mafier's conftant and inviolable affeftion 
to her perfon ; a^d that he was ready to give 
her all the afiifiance in his power to fybdiie her 
Irifli rebels. The queen regarded thofe profef-' 
fions as fincere marks of James's friendihip*. 
She therefore thanked Lenox; and told him, tjbiatr 
if the troubles of Ireland fhould continue, (he. 
would accept of his offer. She was, however,' 
under no neceffity ; for her deputy, lord Mont- 
joy, fortunately, as it afterwards happened, for, 
James himfelf, effectually reduced* the Iriih re-, 
bels. ^ 

I now approach the period that is to clofe the Prejea of 
biftory of Scotland as a feparate kingdom. The cwa?zi„g' 
natural good fenfe, the experience, and the dif- ewV "* " 
ficulties which James had furmounted, had 
given him a true infight of his real intereft ; fo 
that he may be confidered to have been as well 
qualified as any of his anceftorS in the art of | 

D d d 2 governing #1 
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mty.Msi j§cf^tiiAfig hh pedple, at tbe tiitae wbro^ nn-' 
haf^pil^ fot hlittf &6 treli n tbem^ they Idft hhAv' 
He bad !5iig beheld wilb rtgitt tke bsfrbarity 
df Ki* WeBti^H iOand^s; aild he inftituttsd 9 
cot&piVky of i^Mleititih adveiittnsrfr, to whom 
he gft^ large f>riirile^68 for retotmiag thtmi 
Th6 toetlitod h» prd^fad wab to tfani^ort num^' 
Beii of thefb to hk fiow ootitittie^ of Scotland^ 
Md teif give their iflands, Which wbre v«ry imv 
jttt^tttble^ )df«e to hia loxr^Iahd fabjefts wh0 
iho%ld ichu^ td refide in the iflaada. Tbft bx^ 
periment was to be itikdi ti{>^\i the Le#ts, a 
long ringt of the Etmdee, irDm whence the 
adventurers ex{)eiled Morddch Mac Leod^ the 
tyraflt of the iiihabitabtb. Mm L^od, hbw^sver^ 
kept th^ feti^ mA Hiterotpting a fliip which 
earried <itie of tht cllief adventurers, he fcnfc 
Wife piffoher t6 l>kne^, attehpuktmg the fcrt* 
to the f«jr6rd. fAsti Lebd Was lodtt after betrayed 
hf hi* own br6 thfefj, and* hanged it St,' Andrbws^ 
The Hftoty of the riew trAdertaking is fortie* 
what dWki, and ! ^ B^li*ve, tb^ the fcttlera 
thcncifclvcs were defcfSvfefo the j*t» of tivt^ 
}ization, The arrangements they made wWj 
confidered by tlbe inhifcitarits a^ l>^feg'd^fWf- 
i&ve, and one Narmao, trfthftlS!aiIi«6lfii'a»iiy»" 
attacked and ftrbdoM fh*«A ^ g^^aHj^* thitt 
tiiey no't duly cdnTetited t6 yield Ac pferpdity 
of the fftandi to him, ^Ut ^iift^gid <» b^tiilll 
the king*s pardon ■ for Sn^hat hehad di^M; 
Thfs year the tjuefeo \tra$ bitoij^te to '^i ef 

her 
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hrt thif d fon» who wtl chriftene^ on th€ fectad Ai a ii^ia. 
day of May^ Robfert ; his hther crettsA^ hii& 
the £iMe dn^ Idrd Of AnAaodfll*^ earl bf Cbn> 
ricky marquis of Wigton^ tad ituke bf Kxntjri. 
He died at Dumfennlhig the tWettty^fisVenllL 
day of the ftnd^ ntooth* Jamea^ about tfaia tixnt^ 
enjoyed more ttanqtf^Uiy^ diad evter iie had 
knAwn is bH lift, He tset with no oppOfitioH 
Irote his cki^ ; and his fttxple gatte credit to 
bis folenm pi^oteftatidte^ that he wouM dofoi^ 
tfcfe tb all his fubjefts with«|ut Ml^ft of txnrfoiai 
Nolle who had botae the furotane Of Ruthvnil B«ifo«r*t 

MSS* 

wtre petmttCedy i»mder the penalty o£ hig^ trea«^' 
fed^ to approbch within ten mikss of his peiw 
foAi Hift hig^steters akmi contiiHied turtni-. 
kdt; f<tar I find that iAt|ieb(^{kiAiii|pof^t^ 
yter 1^6, the bird of Mac tSfegOr^ at the '^ 
he^d of four hundred <>f ^ cUn^ ^n^erddthtf; 
county. of L^pox^ "^rhere kf barbarouily piit 
two hundre4 peoi^e to the fword. Elizabeth) 
had* now loft great part, of her populaiity^* 
and did not atteoif t to g^ve Jan^es uneafin^^^' 
The Spamirdp kad inyaded Ireland ; and hd: 
made ja merit with her in not. affifting them i 
aiddtothia, that flie W;is embroiled at thia Cioie 
with the tourt of France. 

The jefuitSi howerer, were ingenious enongih Jj^f^f^, 
to sreate fome trouble tb Jamesi. They gu^ u^!^ 
vemed the ooUrtof Spain ; liitat that kjitg hud 
neiper I6ft fight of the pretitaded bequeathminft 
made by Uuf ^ueen ttf Sootkndof bet right 

to 
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A.D.ieo3« to theEnglilh crown, in favour of his family. 
Pamphlets were writlcn in favour of the in- 
fanta ^ but as fhe hud not the fmalleft fltadow 
of right, the jeiufts threw their eyes upon the 
lady wAxabella Stuart. She was the daughter 
of the earl of Lenox, the only furviving bro- 
ther of the lord' Damley, fither to James. 
At'firft, they projefted a ^ match between her 
and the prince of Savoy, to whom his Catho- 
lic majefty^as to refign all his title by Mary's 
deftiimtion* This fcheme being reje3:ed by 
the court of Spain, -thfey had recourfe to Ed- 
ward tlie fixthV tefisament ; and they brought 
aboijit a marriage between her, and a fon of the 
Seymour family, who was thelieHr iuale of the 
Gfrey and Brandon families, miSk)^ flood in the 
fi^QC^ffion, by EdiXrard's will, before Elizabeth 
herfelf, as d^ending from Mtiry queen-dow- 
ager of France, younger fitter to Henry the 
eighth. James was not iftfenfiblc of thofe in- 
Mgues ; and It feems to be pretty certain that 
he made, about this time, certain>ery indecent 
advances to the ^court of Rbm^ to fa^reak their 
force^ Some of ' the Scotch Honian catholics 
employed one Ogilby, a jefuit, - wtio pretended 
to have a commiflion from James^ offering to 
embrace the Roman caidu)lic religion j to extir- 
pate proteftantifnt |n iiis domidions, and to de^ 
pctfe Elizabeth, if he ^as fup^lied with troops, 
and a penfioQ from Spain. His propofals were 
fthvTcd to one Cedl, a ihrcwdj fe&fiblf, Eng-r 

lilh 
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lifii jefuit, then refiding at Madrid, \(^Iio dif* a. P. 160*. 
covered Ogilby to be an impofior. . This fliook 
the credit of th^ jefuits ; and Parfons retraced 
the famous book which he had written in fa-* 
vour of the infanta's title to the crown of 
Britain. 

Though James cleared himfelfi; to thefatis^ 
faftion of Elizabeth and her minifters^ from 
having any concern in Ogilby's negotiation, 
yet h)e could not prevent them and Henry the 
fourth of. France from perceiving that he had 
an unnatural intereft at the court of Rome. 
The marquis de Rofny, afterwards the famous 
duke of Sully, infinuated to Winwood, as if 
James had been fecretly gained over to the te^ 
ligion, intereft, and views of that> church ; and 
Henry certainly thought that he had enteMd 
into fome dangerous connexions with die 
court of Spain ; for which reafon he ordered 
• his minifters to have a watchful eye over-die 
Scotch agents, at Rome. Great part of thif 
jealoufy, which was far from being ill founded, 
arofe from the intrigues of the queen, who 
had her fpies and agents at Rome and Madrid^ . 
unknown to James, though we are in the dack 
as to many particulars. It happened fortu- 
natdy for James^ that many of the Roman ci*- 
thoUc Englifhand Scotch eidies,. though they 
retained their rcligioo, were men of virtue 
and princifde, and detefted the pradices of 
the jefuits, which, tended to render their coun- 
try 
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4.1^1^0^ try ^pcn^t wpoB the pop9 a<Mi »fc? C»l^9^ 

learn to £U»^ii » »nd«vgt t)it fnqnf (}m9> imr 
plored I^er p»rflQ»» »nd b^ggei) i^t ^{^(97 might 
l)9T^fto««d to their <f^imtiy. Thui ^u % £ar 
vour by no means confiftent with her pjim sd 
politiw; fof ilM ffmAi ihekfymom too uftful 
9i^Qi»c)» to ft»dmt tb«r\ to i^igl^nd. Timr 
fUfeoveiiefc h*)WfliWj had th« gpo4 efieft to 
create ? t^tal ruptpne I^tw^n t|ie jffivts ^d 
)2m; (cputojr cl^gy^ whkb hM fo thf i0}44l« 
1»f Chaii^s the fesond'g n»g», AQSiJFdittg to 
Ciim4«p> t^9 $pwifl» jefuitP hg^a sifr thi& tw*?, 
»£li»l)y lormed a ffheme for fput^ri^g ^i%»^ 
beth» :and for ibttieg ]m^ ^fide feom her fticc^- 
fiooy.whikb wa9 pr^v^iwl by JEHml^tb'fi im^ 
raodiirtely exf^lUog} tb«tf ord^r imt §>( £eg^ 
bod. 
Hii caa- . While James wstf timpeving with the i:ourt 
tio^con. ^ i^aam^ be fent Hao^ilton, one of Jm do- 
meftics, to £ngknd with letters, aU ^tt$n by 
jus own haoflf^ to be ibeivn to his fviepda, dif- 
claiming aU cooncAions irith the pope, and ior 
' lemnly promifing, at ius acceiEon, to main tain 

the church of England, as by Uw eftabii^d. 
Thofe aAira<ic:es bad aH the dfe^s ^e w\M de* 
&«. The moderate paity in £ng][and i>4flied 
vreH tp his fjiccaffion, aad xronfidered all the 
rumours of his advances fp popery to be fic- 
tions, invepted at Home by die jefuks. Even 
£Ut»b6th herCdf feems'to have b«en x:xf that 

opinion. 
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^pinien^ ^fpecitlly after James; iaftead of a.{).i^o*. 
|»reffii>g lior farther vpon the fucceffion, had 
i)rdefed hifl mimflers Co congratulate her upon 
lier deliveraiKe ft&m the tr^oss of E&x. 
• Thottgh tlie particularcr of lElieabtth's death, 1603. 
^hich hzpptmitA on the twenty-fourth of 3Vf arck zumxh. 
1^3, may be thought fordigA to this hiAory^ 
yet it may he neceilary to jmention fonnye cir- 
oarmftances precedhig k. It is. certain, that be- 
fore the death of t»Stfiy that ne^bleman had 
made very dangerouB :propofa1s t;o James, and 
-had promifed* him ^jhe al&ftanod of lord *MonC- 
joy, who ms^B tbeti EKzabetifs lord4ieatenant 
of Ireland, and at the head of a viftorioue 
iMrmy, to force DliBabeth to dedare James's 
"tight of fuoceiJion. Thoiagh James dcdined 
foBowMig any vickot meafures, yet he had in- 
iirafted the earl of M^r and the abbot of Kin^ 
]oft to intercede for SiTeK, 'and, if needfial, to 
go Very ^eat lengths ia i^ftorifig him to his 
credit at die EogKfii oonrt. Both embafladors 
had a high regard for Eflfex ; but findmg that 
4vi8 head was cyt <>ff fecfore their arrival at Lon- 
don, they Wifely fijppreHed all mention of him 
in the a^trdience they had of CHtabeth; and 
Secretary Cecil,, who wais the a '€he firft miniAer 
in EngtlMd, iupj^licd dhe place of Effex^ by 
•keeping «p a <X)«iilant, though fecret^'cpnae* 
fpondienoe wicfe'lames. After the death of 
^ fSeic, EiiuMb osnjoyedweither he^thof body^ 
nor tranqitSUlti^^Kf ncind, cShe appeared <bme- 
f^wVojuVIII. Eee times 
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A. D. 1603. timds to be delirious ; and it is probaUe that 
fht overheard the whifpcrs of her courtiers^ 
about fending for the king of Scotbmd to take 
strype'i the management of the government Be that 
felt* as i* Willi it « aerfc^ tfcat before her death, 
'• 3^*- ihc difcovered all the iymptoms; of defpond* 
e&€^lwlbl^^^fi^Eed^v8^i!t)i^^^ Hercouc- 
tieMV iA^^fcfce^ attached to 

lames] laijd they th^ght it woiild ilrengthen 
his -titl« agiSnft the ^rafticcs Both of the jev 
^ fuics ^iid ^ fTiSkanSy ^if '' they ^ could obtain 
from her mouth a "declaration in his favour. 
Hiftorians have liid^moVe (trdTs upon this cir« 
cumihiilce than is^iie'edful : atad It is a matter 
of indifference whether Ike made any fuch de- 
claration or not; Vf ifae did, I am of opinion 
that it was feme days before her death, and in 
general, if not ambiguous^ terms; for ibe faid 
to the lord-admiral, when Ihe Wa$ preparing to 
remove to Richmond, where ihe died, ** My 
throne has always been filled by a fucceffion of 
princes, and ought only td go to my next 
Let. Anon, heirs.'^ One of her phyficians, who has left a 
journal of her fickhefs, fays, that ihe had loft 
the power of her tongue for three^ days before 
her death j- fo that Fknbw not utrhat credit to 
give to the reports of Ker hat^ittj^ iiamed the 
Iring of Scotfr^hfer MieiSn^ a feW before 

her deatte > Th% eafl^^tWBdm^ Me- 

moirs, fay%^ ^hiit^^tM^W&SSi^^ 
third of M4^h'«ie fffelr^^^^ af. 



ad Lambcr- 
tum. 
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ternoon, by iigns^ Ihe called for her council; A.D.1603. 
and by putting her hand to her head, when 
the king of Scots was qamed to fucceed hery 
they all knew he Wfs the man ihe 4dired 
ihould reign after hcr.^^ 

The above I believe to lie the fta » f^ il k 
extremdy vncertaW ^^tiber £^ 
it aaa naarkofJier approbation that James Ihould 
fucceed her., Her lords were toOrgood<«lirtiers 
not to inteipret it in that, l%bt ; and n^ie mo* 
ment the breath, was out of h^r body,,the:^pa- 
lace gates were Ibut Ca^y> afterwards earl of 
Monmouth, and the fame.nobleman I have al- 
ready mentioned, by the favour and authority of 
his brother, the lonl Hunfdon, was permitted 
to leave the palace; and (as he .had formerly 
promifed to James,) he was tihe firft ^ho carried 
to him the news of Elizj^beth^s death, together 
with a blue ring from % fair, lady, (who fhe was 
does not appear) which James no fooner faw, 
than he pronounced him to ..be a true mef- 
fenger. a 

Elizabeth died on the twenty-fifth day of Herchinc- 
March, after living fcveijty, and reigning forty- 
four years, five months, and fome days. Her 
charader undoubl;edLy comprehends all the 
excellent qualitiei» Jthat can enter into that of a 
great prince, Shf^.iv^s {leady and intrepid. She 
knew the value pf iBon^ji ^nd was Co judicious 
in here^onom^^^^lufit things 

with a j^undred pounds than other monarchs 
Ecea could 



.ten 
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AsXkiUy, ctiuli eScAivkh tbte&nA, It i^ Aolrto \m 
denied^ that Are raifeA htrkxngdbin<^ which at 
her accefficHi' was m% kme»taUe eond^ttoo^ t^ 
1^ h%h«A pUchr.ol g)ofj» H9t great atfs werib» 
that of balancing partiesr&l h]Oieie,.afid of divtd-*^ 
Wig^:h6r ;neq;Ub««r» ahfottdi' but without re- 
oa^kulatiag any patt ctf her condod! towao'dsh 
t^ Scots, (OD which I havo bdeiv already, fo^ 
iul]:)itraaiy bejuiUy ^Mfiiani^, whether fi>e 
didiiot purchafc £(^dry at t€^ dear a rate. H«r 
treachdry and erueky toward the ijbtiortim^e 
Mary are iadefetifible^ and seiKdere4 Scotland 
a iburce of uneafiaefsf to ber itamd, fot 
which no fecurity ike thereby obtained cxiuUL 
compenfate* The many female foiUei^ ^ hdf 
perfon and difpofitioni are loft w the luftreo£ 
the events that diAinguifted her reign ; and 
ieveral fingnhrkies^ which would have rendef ed 
another woman ridiculousy^ have absurdly beeo 
mentioned by hiftorlans to her honoyr*; Tk&f 
have even thrown at veil over the a&s of tyrajiny 
and defpotifm that ftain the annals of her reign } 
md it will be hard to produce a Sngfe principle 
in the laws or conflitution that ih^ did not vio" 
late; but fuccefa ha^ f<?ciiired Iji^r meiuory ffom 
ccnfure, , ; . » . 

■ ' . - •* ' ■ ■ . ' \ 

I thus take kaye of the Hifto^ ^ Scotland 

as a feparate kingdom^ .. I, dm now ^c^^&dcf 

it as an acceffiofi. ,^ -^ nwre powerful ilio* 

pawby, the hiflopy.crf *hifi^ I; ^ not upder- 

- c ': take 



O F S C O T L A N p. 397 

take in this work. The reader, therefore, is a. 0.1603,^ 
not toexpeft that I am to be fo particular in 
my narrative as hitherto. My province, as an 
hiflorian, is confined to the events that aflfeded 
Scotland fi^parately from England, in which 
I fiiall be as conclfe as is confident with the 
perfpicuity of writing. 
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